SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE

PRESS CLIPPINGS

Enclosed are clippings of the latest local and international press on the Special
Court and related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office
as of:

Thursday, December 02, 2004

The press clips are produced Monday to Friday.
If you are aware of omissions or have any comments or suggestions please contact
Ibrahim Tommy
Ext 7248
MOBILE: 232 76 645 914



BY THEOPHILUSS. GBENDA
Testifying under special wimness
DIOLECtIVE MEASUTES. prosecution
witness TF2-067 aged 17 vears,
Has accused the pro-govermn-
ment milina, the Jamajors’, of us-

mg tribaiisin s 4 weapen of war
during the ren vears rebel war.
hcdw]mess recalled how duor
ing the heat of the war toilowing
the ousting of the junta forces.
Kamajors gained occupation of
the Sourhern provincial
headgquarter town of Bo.
Acéordmg to the witness, he
was in Bo at that ume and that he

tribalism

tribal attacks on
northerners especially
the Temnes, by the
Kamajors.

The witness said
thar Kamajors visited
thew residence on two
separate 0ccasions
purporedly inose
of arms and ammuni-
ton, and other military
hardware.

The wimess said
that the Kamajors also
targeted his father and
they arrested umin the
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and his father were victims of the
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From page |
stead of his father who was not at

home,
He added that he and his father

were subsequently taken to g
Kamajor base, where his father's
life was spared because he spoke
the Mende language.

According to the witness, the

‘Kamajors went on looting spree

of northerners.

The witness also recalled how
he saw an unknown man berng
burnt alive by the Kamajors.

Witness TF2-067's testimony
was preceded by TF2-057, who in
his testimony also highlighted the
atrocities the Kamajors directed on
civilians along tribal grounds.

According to the witness, these
attacks on northerners were Justi-
fied by the then Director of War
Moinina Fofanah, who on several
occasions maintained that the war
was brought on the people by
nortierners. the wimess said.

According to him, the Kamajors
even told the Mendes o place
buckets fuil of water in the front-
age of their houses, so 15 o e
casily identified.

Because of that situarion the
witness noted. northerners had to
flee Bo.

-Most of them he went on were
trapped i rcadblocks manned by
Kamajors and summanly executed.

The witness even recailed how

Kamajors decapitater hie <= iy
Dol Lidplaved at their headquarters.

ECOMOG's artention, the wit-
ness said. was drawn on the re-
prisais. but rhat nothing couid be
done 1o stop the attacks.
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Th pr@‘siding judge of
the Trial Chamber of
the Special Court for
Slerra Leone Hon,
Justics Benjamin ltoe
reveaied in court ves-
terday that
Kamajor.high priest.
Mr. Allieu Kondewa
made his initial ap-
pearances pefore him
in June 2003 in
Bonthe, he pleaded
guiity to all charges.
Kondewsa was
dicted alongside
CDF's former Direc-
wer of War — Monina
:ﬁfanab on the 28" of
ne 2003 cn sight (8)
-count cnarges of war
cr H""ES
against humanity and
other sericus vicla-
ticns of i nternational
numanitarian law.
When asked during
Courtrecess ¢ clarify
the issue, court ap-
oointed counsel Mr.
Charles Margai, who
is lead counsei for Mr.
Kondewa, agraed, “it

in-

crimes

il

when

e

Court Prosecutor

was what we heard,

butitis a mistake that
will be corrected”.
Mr. Margai said if
Kondewa had
pleaded guilty, “we
will not be here for his
trial,” b ut stressed
that it is a mistake
the presiding judge
made that will be cor-
indeed if
Konr*’ewa nad en-
red a guilty plea,
”‘?e nrosecutor Mr.
avid Crane would
have long submitted
all relevant informa-
tion that may assist
the Trial Chamberin
determining an ap-
propriaie sentence
for nim. As amended
on 29 | May 2004

Rule 100(B) of the
rules of procedures
and evidence main-
tains that, “where the
accused have en-
tered a guilty plea,

the Trial Chamber

e s | shall hear submis- |
| David Crane:Speciall

sions of the parties at '

a sentencing hear-
ing”. The sentence
may be pronounced
in a judgement in
public and in the
presence of the con-
victed person, s ub-
jecttorule102 (B).

All three CDF
indictees were in
court during the de-
liberations after re-
fusing to appearin
the third phase of
their trials that com-
menced on Novem-

J

per 1. Documents of

afl the three trial/

judges on majority
decision and dis-
senting o pinion will
be made available to
all relevant sections
and web later today.
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asked the woman-:
to stay. THe wit-
ness said he later

the [ady.
g : M 3 ‘ - ' ; & = “Both of us ar- g
= g WOMAN was 1In- pjyand i
W : rnved at Mahei §
4 E $ - ; I 1 i : —
ey itriess reveals " © 06 1950 Boima Road 15" penrra
8y Abu Whyte Fofana The wimess claimed when a womag ar called Kamajor Bamlilion whese the oy
Special Court pros- s was born ar onetume n Bo o ‘ - —afatlionwaere e ing:  “This s my
Lo o o . ‘ - . Battalionat Mahei Kamayors occupied.  woman's head and
ecution witness TF- Kholifa Chiefdiom running m ront of Boima Road in 7
aill L4
2067 has revealed Topkolili Districr. hum. the Kamajors o T
that pro-govern- north of the counry. commanded th
ment ";Hhters The witmess f‘jalmed wvoman to Corf
known as Kamajors ae resided in Bo  wad” (hawnd ove
killed Temnes. Lim- vhers he arned his
bas. and Lokos in v Y
Bo during the war.  TF 1 _04- recatled

saw the  her head ue”. he said
s S. 0 02ad  the husband sald
stalea f‘a.r a8 ac- l‘ap‘pt‘d on ner head TF -2-067 said he

U

- and the hushand lat
¥OOIAM. 08 5218 shoured andbursiin e ur‘edthemnerrc

tears”, he said add- Ee omog. TF-2-067
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Kamajors iiiied Temnes, Limbas, lokasin2s

From page 1
said Ecomog offic-

ers were dispatched |

to the scene and all
the Kamajors in the
so-called Battalion
were arrested and
taken to Ecomog
Bnigade but later re-
leased. “Those
Kamajors were seen
going around the
town as if nothing
happened. It was
N'ganjia that was
the battalion com-
mander”, he said.

The witness said at-
ter some time, a
neighbour informed
him  that, the
Kamajors were plan-
ning a massacre of
purely Temnes, Lim-
bas and Lokos. TF-2-
067 said he was told
about the massacre on
a Monday and he de-

cided to leave Bo with
his famuly on Tuesday
morning. “But there
was a fierce battle be-
tween Kamajors and
the rebels for three
hours. The rebels at-
tacked the Kamajors. |
however later left with
my family in the
evening’, he recalled. -
The witness said
Monina Fofanah had
previously assured
them in Bo that even
though the rebelleader
was a Temne, the
Kamajors had no
grudge for the Terrmes
But the special court
Judge Bankola
Thomson said there
was no evidence of the

alleged killing of the |

Termnes and the ether
mbes. The witness eon-
tnues ms testimony:
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Attorney General and Minister
of Justice, Frednek Carew
Monday disciosed that some 03
RIUF and Westside Boyvs
detwined at Pademba Road have
recentiy been charged (o court.
Carew savs the decision 15 part
of govermment's determinaton
10 develop the country's criminal
justice system.

"We've charged 53 RUT and
Westside Boys and they are
currently awaiting trial" he said,
adding. "
ihe assistance of DFID and
Commonwealth 1s very much

:’()Vtif'ﬂl‘nc‘ﬂ[ nrougn

determined to improve our

justice system.”

He said some prisoners who
were not charged and had no case
to  answer were reisased
imimediately he assumed office.

Carew explained that government
is concerned over people’s
complaints reyarding the current
status of the cnminal justice system.
“That is why a task torce was
setup Dy government {wo year
110 (0 look 1nto problems facing
the criminal justice sysiem, and
we've have now deveiopeda five

year justice sector development
programme commencing in
2005 to0-address some of these
issues,” he stated.

He savs current defays in

harged to co

judicrai proceedings results.from

the unavatlability ot witnesses
and starfing problems at the Law
Otficers Deparunent.

"Salarigs are not attractive.
Some of our jumor state
counsels receiv: around Led00,
000 whilst principal state
counsels are pmd L.e700, 000"
he revealed and added that
quality servicss can only be
orovided.if people are paid well.




UN-trained police deploy across war-ravaged Liberia Page 1 of 1

UN-trained police deploy across war-ravaged Liberia

I December 2004 — Armed with little more than training and United Nations support, a first b
more than 230 Liberian police officers have deployed across their country as part of its eff
we restore stability, but more funding is needed to sustain this critical work.

The newly graduated cadets will be working in conflict-torn areas out of police stations th
previously been either overgrown with weeds or overtaken by "renegades, exploiters, rogu
hooligans or factional fighters that used the stations to extort money or carry out their war-like activities," M
Kroeker, Civilian Police Commissioner of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), told the UN News Service.

Dubbing these officers "internally displaced police," he said a key component of their mandate is to conduc
community policing, which involves working with the local population and leaders to foster democratic law

enforcement.

Mr. Kroeker welcomed donations from the United States and China which have supported the effort so far,
much more funding - not just unfulfilled pledges - is needed to consolidate gains and achieve progress.

"We really need [donations] to help give them the fundamental logistics - pens and pencils, paper and log b
said, stressing that a new station requires only the most basic supplies in order to function, but even those a1

"They don't even have proper uniforms," he added. The police officers wear T-shirts and ID cards to identif
themselves. Mr. Kroeker said the situation was "pitiful," and noted that the recruits have "no weapons and n

equipment, just their willingness to go out there and do their job."

UN police officers have used their own money to pay for supplies and clothing, while local communities ha
pitched in to help the nascent force. Neighbours, Mr. Kroeker said, are "anxious to have the police come ba

"If you want schools to open, businesses to thrive, and institutions to start working, you have to have a secu
peaceful, environment and that comes from establishing the rule of law," he said.

The system, he added, "begins with the police."

http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=l2686&Cr=liberia&Cr1= 02/12/2004



Ivorian refugees in Liberia gradually returning to homeland - Xinhuanet

Ivorian refugees in Liberia gradually returning to homeland

www.chinaview.cn 2004-11-30 00:05:29

GENEVA, Nov. 30 (Xinhuanet) -- Ivorian refugees sheltering in neighboring Liberia are gradually
returning to Cote d'lvoire as they feel the situation is now calmer, United Nations officials said here
Tuesday.

A spokeswoman for the UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR)told reporters that UNHCR
staff have also returned to the country after being evacuated earlier this month.

Since the start of the crisis in Cote d'lvoire on Nov. 6, more than 10,000 Ivorian refugees had fied
across the border to Nimba County, northeastern Liberia, UNHCR says.

The lack of basic infrastructure is the biggest challenge facing UNHCR and its partner agencies
assisting refugees along theborder, said the spokeswoman.

A rebel insurgency in 2002 split Cote d'lvoire in two, the south remaining under government control
and the north and parts of the west in rebel hands.

On Nov. 8, government planes attacked rebel bases and struck French peacekeepers' positions.

France retaliated by destroying the country's tiny air force and an exodus of foreigners amid anti-
French sentiment ensued. Enditem

http:// news.xinhuanet.com/english/2004-11/30/ content 2279145 .htm
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