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Local News 
 
Prosecutor Welcomes Start Date in Taylor Trial / Independent Observer 
 
Between Chief Norman and PMDC / New Vision 
 
Lawyers Strike Cripples Court Sittings / Standard Times 
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International News 
 
Taylor's Trial Set for June 4 / Star Radio 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
 
UNMIL Outlines Indian Police Women Responsibility / The Analyst (Monrovia)  
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Independent Observer 
Friday, 2 February 2007 
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New Vision 
Friday, 2 February 2007 
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Standard Times 
Friday, 2 February 2007 
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Star Radio (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 31 January 2007 
 
Taylor's trial set for June 4       
 
Written by Wellington Geevon Smith      
 
The lead prosecutor for the UN-backed Special Court on Tuesday said the trial of former 
President Charles Taylor would commence on June 4.  
 
Mr. Taylor has been indicted for war crimes and crimes against humanity.  
 
Chief Prosecutor Stephen Rapp said the trial represents the vindication of the principle that no 
person, no matter what their position, is above the law.  
 
He also said the court has raised half the money needed this year for Taylor’s trial. 
 
According to the Chief Prosecutor, the court needed thirty-three million United States dollars for 
2007. 
 
Chief Prosecutor Rapp was appointed to the post last December.  
 
To ensure transparency, the BBC World Service Trust will send two Liberian and two Sierra 
Leonean journalists to The Hague.  
 
The journalists would be there for the duration of the trial so that they can report back to their 
home countries on the proceedings.  
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 1 February 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Chinese Leader in War-battered Liberia, Under the Spotlight 
over Sudan  

MONROVIA, Feb 1, 2007 (AFP) - President Hu Jintao of China arrived in Liberia Thursday 
ahead of the most important stage of his African tour when he meets with Sudan's leaders 
about oil supplies and the Darfur conflict. Hu is on the second stop of an eight-nation Africa 
tour aimed at winning a larger share of Africa's oil and mineral resources.  

China's Hu heads to Liberia  

MONROVIA, Feb 1, 2007 (AFP) - Chinese President Hu Jintao was to travel to Liberia 
Thursday on the second leg of his African tour aimed at winning a larger share of the 
continent's oil and energy resources. The streets and war-blackened buildings in the 
Oceanside capital of Monrovia are brightly festooned with Chinese and Liberian flags in Hu's 
honour.  

International Clips on West Africa 
 

The State of the Sierra Leone Woman  
 
Freetown, Jan 31, 2007 (Concord Times/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --The state of 
the Sierra Leone woman is deplorable and painful. Despite efforts by organizations such as 
Amnesty International and other human rights agencies to change these deplorable lives, it 
is still worrisome and alarming a situation in Sierra Leone.  
 
Ivorian Foes Set for Talks  

OUAGADOUGOU, Jan 31, 2007 (AFP) - Preliminary direct talks between Ivory Coast foes to 
re-start the country's peace process are due Monday under the mediation of Burkina Faso's 
president, an official said Wednesday. "February 5 is the date which was set for the first 
contact of the three for talks to end the crisis in Ivory Coast," Seydou Ouedraogo, advisor to 
President Blaise Compaore, told AFP.  
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Local Media – Newspaper 
 
Chinese President Visits Liberia Today in Continuation of African Tour 
(Daily Observer, The News, Heritage, The Analyst, Liberian Express, The Inquirer, New Vision, The 
Monitor and National Chronicle) 

• The President of the People’s Republic of China, Hu Jintao, will arrives in Liberia today 
on a one-day State visit as guest of the Government of Liberia in continuation of an 
8-nation African tour. 

• The visit is the first by a Chinese President, especially since the two countries re-
established diplomatic ties in 2003. 

• China has made significant contribution to the post-war reconstruction of Liberia. 
Currently, there are about 500 Chinese peacekeeping troops serving the United 
Nations Mission in Liberia. Yet, Liberia expects that President Jintao’s visit would bring 
more opportunities to the Country. 

 
Speaker Snowe Says He Has No Plan to Resign 
(Liberian Express)    

• Contrary to speculations in the media that he was planning to resign as Speaker, Mr. 
Edwin Snowe told reporters that it would not be politically expedient for him to resign 
his post as Speaker of the House of Representatives.  

  
Special Court Raises US$33M for Taylor’s Trial  
(Liberian Express) 

• [sic:] Half of the US$33 million needed this year for the trial of former Liberian 
President Charles Taylor on war crimes charges has been raised, State Prosecutor 
Rapp said. 

 
Executive Mansion Discounts Allegations of Violation 
(The Analyst) 

• The Executive Mansion yesterday discounted allegations that President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf violated the Constitution of Liberia and the Supreme Court of Liberia 
when she delivered her annual address at the Unity Conference Center in Virginia 
outside Monrovia. 

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
 
Presidency Dismisses Claims of Violating Constitution    
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Chinese Leader Pays State Visit Today 

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Liberian and Chinese Presidents Hold Bilateral Talks 

• In an interview, Information Minister Laurence Bropleh announced that President 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf and visiting Chinese President Hu Jintao would hold bilateral 
meetings and later sign Memoranda of Understanding in the areas of health, 
education agriculture as well as the creation of an economic free zone in Liberia and 
later dedicate a Malaria Unit at the John F. Kennedy Medical Center. President Jintao 
would also meet with Vice President Joseph Boakai and the Members of the National 
Legislators.     

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
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Supreme Court Gives Reasons for Absence at President’s Speech Making 
• In a letter to President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court 

of Liberia Johnnie Lewis stated that the Court’s Bench boycotted the President’s 
Annual Message at the Unity Conference Center (UCC) because doing so would have 
affronted the Highest Court which earlier ruled against sitting under the gavel of the 
majority bloc of Lawmakers who are illegally convening at the UCC.     

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Government and Partners Sign Memorandum for Development Alliance 

• A Memorandum of Understanding to establish a global development alliance was 
signed between the Government, USAID, Firestone Rubber Plantation Company and 
the Rubber Planters Association of Liberia yesterday. The Agreement would create 
commercial opportunities that would help to increase smallholder incomes from 
rubber production and other agriculturally based income generating activities.  

• Speaking at the signing ceremony, Agriculture Minister Dr. Chris Toe stated that the 
initiative would consider new technologies and practices needed to improve 
productivity and called on Liberians to work together for the success of the initiative 
as government cannot handle the agriculture sector of the country alone. 

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
UN Peacekeepers Perplex by Leadership Saga at National Legislature  

• Speaking to reporters in Monrovia, the Spokesman of the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia, Mr. Ben Malor mentioned that the Mission was concerned about developments 
within the National Legislature and called on members of the Legislature to quickly 
find a way of addressing the stalemate.  

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Political Parties Condemn Calls to Cancel Investment Forum for Liberia  

• In a joint statement, 10 registered political parties condemned call by three others for 
the international community to delay the pending international donor conference on 
Liberia until the Constitutional crises within the National Legislature was harmonized 
and thought the call was meant to undermine the peace process and increase the 
suffering of Liberians. 

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Star Radio (News culled from website today at 9:00 am) 
 
Children Parliamentarian Abhors Violence against Children 

• In her remark at a forum to close the entry for the Children Essay Competition 
yesterday, the Secretary-General of the Liberia Children Parliament Jani Jallah 
thought that violence against children was unacceptable and abhorred the use of 
children as “breadwinners and objects of torture”. 

 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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The Analyst (Monrovia)  
Thursday, 1 February 2007  
 
UNMIL Outlines Indian Police Women Responsibility  
 
By Nindi Tarley 
Monrovia  

The Commissioner of the United Nation Mission In Liberia (UNMIL) Police CVPOL 
Mohammed Alhassan has outlined the responsibilities of the Indian Police Women Operations in 
their peacekeeping role in Liberian. Speaking at a Press conference at the UNMIL Headquarters 
yesterday in Monrovia, the Police Commissioner said the newly form Indian Police Women will 
join the task force patrol team of CVPOL and Liberia National Police (LNP) to patrol the city of 
Monrovia and its environs throughout the week.  

Commissioner Alhassan said out of the 152 Indian Female Police there will be an anti robbery 
back up patrol team to help facilitate protection of residents.  

He said there will also be a back up patrol team and a stand by group to tackle the problem of 
violence at any time.  

Mr. Mohammed Alhassan said the essence of the Indian Female Police is to encourage Liberian 
Women to join the Liberia National Police (LNP) Force, noting that whatever male do women are 
capable of doing the same in the country.  

He said UNMIL was excited about the Indian Police Women because it has been their desire that 
about 25% of the UNMIL Police Unit could be females since it provides an easy means of 
communication during investigation base on cases like sexual abuse.  

The Indian Police Women who arrived in Monrovia on Monday January 29, 2007 will start a state 
of preparation by setting up their various offices to enable them work effectively.  

They'ill also setup their operational logistics before commencing work to enable them carry out 
their operations easily and, finally they will undergo an intensive training with the history of 
Liberia, AIDS and Sexual Violence which will also enable them to work without encountering 
difficulties.  

The Commissioner said the Indian Female Police Unit (FPU) has undergo series of training which 
qualifies them to carry out their operation in any part of Liberia but they will base in Monrovia 
and carry out their operations in Monrovia.  

 


