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Local News 
 
Issa Arrives / Awoko 
 
Issa Arrives (Photo)/ Awoko 
 
You Said It / Awoko 
 
Issa Arrives Home Safely / The New Citizen 
 
Special Court Pressure: Family Wants Norman’s Verdict Released / Concord Times 
 
Hinga Norman: A National Hero / New Vision 
 
Norman’s Demise Vs National Issues / New Vision 
 
Issa Sesay Flown Back To Freetown / Independent Observer 
 
Special Court Dilema… Issa Sesay Back ‘Home’ / The Spark  
 
Hinga Norman’s Death: A Lesson For Governments in Africa / The Spark 
 
Issa Sesay Returns Home / The Spectator 
 
Between Chief Norman, The Special Court, The SLPP and The Opposition / PEEP! 
 
Issa Sesay Back Home / The Exclusive 
 
…And Hinga Norman Died of Shame / The African Champion 
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The New Citizen 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
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Concord Times 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
 
Special Court Pressure: Family Wants Norman’s Verdict Released 
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New Vision 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
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New Vision 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
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Independent Observer 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
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The Spark 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
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The Spark 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
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The Spectator 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
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PEEP! 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
 
Between Chief Norman, The Special Court, The SLPP and The Opposition 
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The Exclusive 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
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The African Champion 
Friday, 2 March 2007 
 
…And Hinga Norman Died of Shame 
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                               United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 1 March 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
BBC Last Updated: Wednesday, 28 February 2007, 11:39 GMT  

Liberia's ex-leader 'stole $1m'  
 
Liberia's ex-President Gyude Bryant has been charged with embezzling more than $1m while 
in office. Mr Bryant headed the country during a transitional phase after the end of the 14-
year civil war in 2003. His government is accused by regional body the Economic Community 
Of West African States, which oversaw the peace process, of stealing state funds. President 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf came to power just over a year ago promising to crack down on 
corruption.  
 
VOA 28 February 2007  
Life Improves for Liberians but Uncertainty Persists 
By Darren Taylor, Washington  

In January last year, Liberia’s Ellen Johnson Sirleaf became Africa’s first elected female head 
of state, and a wave of optimism swept the West African country after almost 25 years of 
civil strife. The President and her key officials have embarked on a strategy to develop the 
tiny but mineral-rich Liberia into one of the most powerful economies on the continent.  

International Clips on West Africa 
 
There were no relevant stories on West Africa in the international media today. 
                                                 
Local Media – Newspaper 

President Johnson Sirleaf UN Envoy Launch Sports Event 
(The Informer New Vision and National Chronicle) 

• According to a press release issued in Monrovia yesterday, the United Nations Mission 
in Liberia said that the visiting United Nations Under Secretary-General and Special 
Advisor to the Secretary-General, Mr. Adolf Ogi arrived in the Country and will 
tomorrow, together with President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf launch the sports for peace 
program jointly organized by the Government, the International Olympic Committee 
and UNMIL. The 5-week nationwide campaign will bring together Liberians and to 
foster peace and reconciliation after years of civil war.   

 
Attorney-General Justifies Closure of Newspaper's Office 
(The News, The Informer, The Inquirer, Daily Observer National Chronicle, Heritage and Liberian 
Express)  

• Speaking to reporters yesterday following the re-opening of the offices of The 
Independent newspaper, Justice Minister Frances Johnson-Morris said that its action 
to close the newspaper office was lawful.  
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• Minister Johnson-Morris said the action was based on the decision of the Information 
Ministry to revoke the license of the paper and said the Ministry does not have to wait 
for a writ of arrest before acting when it sees a crime being committed.  

• She dismissed claims that the Ministry opened the offices of The Independent 
because of pressure or criticisms from the Press Union of Liberia and other groups 
and warned that the Police would not hesitate to close the offices of the paper if it 
publishes the obscene material again.  

 
Newspaper Says UN Food Agency “Re-bags” Rotten Relief Items 
(The Inquirer) 

• One of Liberia’s popular dailies, The Inquirer said that its investigation has found that 
the World Food Programme’s (WFP) warehouses at the Freeport of Monrovia contain 
contaminated food items were being distributed to schools after repackaging them. 

• Sources at the WFP confided to the paper that food items which were meant to be 
stored for only three months, had been kept in the warehouses between 6 to 7 
months and were being sieved and re-bagged for distribution under the agency’s 
school-feeding programme. But WFP Senior Logistic Officer Daniel Nowack denounced 
the report of supplying the rotten food.   

 
GRC Submits to President Draft of Security Sector Reform Policy 
(The Inquirer)  

• The Governance Reform Commission says it has submitted a draft National Security 
Sector Policy Statement to government for consideration and said the statement was 
formulated by the GRC in consultation with national stakeholders and international 
partners after the completion of a Security Sector Reform Assessment Study across 
the country.  

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
 
GRC Submits to President Draft of Security Sector Reform Policy  

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Government and UN Launch Sports Event   

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 

Attorney General Justifies Closure of Newspaper's Office  
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 

 
Deputies Extend Hearings into Mittal Steel Deal  

• The joint house committee reviewing the Mittal Steel agreement has been given one 
month extension to carefully study the agreement and call public hearings. 

• The head of the judiciary committee, Representative Armah Sarnor earlier told 
plenary, a public hearing was needed so citizens can have an input in the passage of 
the Mittal Steel Act. 

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Peacekeepers Undertake Clean-Up Exercise 

• Ghanaian soldiers serving in UNMIL have carried out a massive clean up campaign of 
the Waterside Market and the slum community of West Point outside Monrovia. 

 

Star Radio (News monitored today at 8:35 am) 
 
Government Moves to Address Domestic Debt    

• In an interview, Finance Minister Antoinette Sayeh stated that the Government was 
drafting a resolution to address circumstances surrounding domestic debts the 
Country owes. 
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• According to Minister Sayeh, the debt which covers the period 1982 to 2005 
amounted to US$1 billion and was accrued as a result of the failures of successive 
regimes to honour their obligations to the entities concerned. She noted that the 
Ministry believes that a lot of the debts were “bogus” and that the Government 
unprepared to service them.   

• Meanwhile, the former Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia, Mr. Raleigh Seekie 
confirmed that most of the domestic debts were fake as they were accrued through 
fraudulent means.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
 


