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Independent Observer 
Wednesday, 2 May 2007 
 
Hinga Norman and the Special Court 
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The Spectator 
Wednesday, 2 May 2007 
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Associated Press 
Monday, 1 May 2007 
 
Judges postpone first witnesses in Charles Taylor war crimes trial due to open June 4 
 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands (AP) - Judges have postponed testimony from witnesses at the war 
crimes trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor, due to start next month, to give defense 
attorneys more time to prepare. 
 
An April 25 ruling that was posted on the Special Court for Sierra Leone's Web site this week 
said Taylor's trial will begin as planned on June 4 but will be adjourned until June 25 after 
prosecutors deliver their opening statement. 
 
Taylor is accused of orchestrating war crimes in Sierra Leone while he was leader of neighboring 
West African state Liberia. 
 
Lead defense lawyer Karim Khan had asked for the trial to be postponed because consultations 
with his client were interrupted. Khan stopped meeting Taylor after authorities at the detention 
block installed video surveillance cameras in the room where the lawyers and Taylor discussed 
the case. 
 
"Mr. Taylor, through no fault of his own, has lost preparation time owing to the suspension of 
client-attorney consultations from 5-22 March 2007," said the ruling by the three-judge panel. "It 
would be in the interests of a fair trial for him to be compensated for preparation time lost during 
that period." 
 
Defense attorneys are considering appealing, arguing that they still do not have enough time to 
prepare their case. 
 
Taylor has pleaded innocent to 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity linked to 
allegations that he armed and trained rebels responsible for a campaign of terror, murder, 
mutilation, rape and enslavement in Sierra Leone's 10-year civil war. If convicted he faces a 
maximum sentence of life imprisonment. 
 
Taylor was flown to the Netherlands in June last year amid fears that staging the trial in Sierra 
Leone, where the Special Court usually sits, could trigger fresh unrest. 
 
The case, being heard in a courtroom rented from the International Criminal Court, is expected to 
last about 18 months. 
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Press Association (UK) 
Monday, 1 May 2007 
 
Ex-President Could Serve Sentence in UK 
 
Amanda Brown, PA Lords Staff 
 
A Bill which would allow ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor to serve his sentence in the UK if 
he is convicted by a special war crimes tribunal, was backed by peers today.  
 
The Lords gave an unopposed second reading to the International Tribunals (Sierra Leone) Bill. 
 
It allows the United Kingdom to sign a sentence enforcement agreement with the Special Court of 
Sierra Leone. 
 
Mr Taylor faces charges arising from the Sierra Leone civil war. He is being tried in the 
Netherlands, although the Special Court is in Sierra Leone, because of fears of unrest there. The 
Dutch agreed to host his trial on condition he serve any sentence in another country. 
 
Foreign Office Minister Lord Triesman said: “The Bill supports two of our foreign policy 
priorities to ensure that those accused of serious crimes of international concern, face justice and 
to prevent and resolve conflicts through strong international systems.” 
 
Conservative spokesman Lord Howell of Guildford said his party backed the move adding: “This 
seems a necessary if not very warming piece of legislation about an ugly, unpleasant and dark 
situation, indeed a nightmare from the recent past. 
 
“If we want to look for hope, we can now draw it from what has happened in Sierra Leone where 
it seems a better pattern for the future is coming along. 
 
“But we can never forget those hideous scenes and hideous reports from the 1990s of atrocities 
and cruelties to men, women and children.” 
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The Inquirer (Liberia) 
Monday, 1 May 2007 
 
Speak Out Against Travel Ban  
 
A Former Information Minister the Rev. J. Emmanuel Bowier says Liberians, their government 
and Human Rights Groups should speak out against the continuous imposition of a United 
Nations (UN) travel ban on a number of Liberians.  
 
Rev. Bowier said if the Sierra Leone Special Court recent statement that no Liberian besides 
former President Charles Taylor will be prosecuted is true, then those current on the UN Travel 
Ban for past association with the former Liberian leader should be set free.  
 
"If that statement by the Special Court is true, then the UN Travel ban and the freezing of certain 
individuals assets should be revisited or reconsider," Rev. Bowier stressed.  
 
He said it is unjust for certain Liberians to perpetually be placed on the UN travel ban while their 
fellow citizens and their government remain silent on the issue. "Certain individuals are being 
denied assess to their properties, their right to free movement restricted only because of what their 
friend did," Rev. Bowier said.  
 
Former Minister Bowier speaking on the ELBC Public Affairs Program "Meet the Press," said the 
ban was imposed because it was the believed that those on the travel ban list could use their assets 
and freedom to travel to do something else when former President Taylor was not behind bars.  
 
He argued that now the former President is now in the custody of the Special Court in the Hague, 
it is only good to lift the ban or justifications be given for its continuous imposition.  
 
"The UN is not junta that imposes rules. It is a professional organization that believes in the rule 
of law and the removal of all forms suppression. If these individuals have done something, they 
must be trail and if found guilty, be punished. However, it is unjust to keep someone's fate in 
limbo with people looking at them in a funny way," Rev. Bowier said.  
 
He said it is only good to trail someone who had done wrong and not punish them perpetually 
without trial. "If you trial them and they are guilty deal with them. If not set them free" he 
stressed.  
 
On whether the travel ban and the freezing of assets is a blow to Liberia, Rev. Bowier said first it 
is a personal blow to the those affected because your friend can not do something and you held 
responsible for it.  
 
"It is disheartening that they can not cultivate contacts and move about freely. It is more than 
torture and Liberians must begin to speak about this," he said in a serious mood.  
 
Rev. Bowier said, "the issue has now been reduced to one person, the former President. If they 
have a case against these individuals let them take the case to court. You cannot hold these 
Liberians down forever. They deserve trail or lift the ban."  
 
He said to hold them in limbo forever is not justice that the UN preaches. He urged the UN to lift 
the ban if there is no case so that they can have the liberty to life.  
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Quizzed if government champions the cause of those on the travel ban, it would be a bad 
precedent, Rev. Bowier said "it would be no mistake because those affected are citizens who 
deserve the protection and the advocacy of their government.  
 
He said the UN should by now tell their government what law they violated be it international or 
local and set-up a speedy trial.  
 
Rev. Bowier said Liberians should speak out and let the UN know that it is unjust. "We should 
speak out and don't be silent because it is not us. It could extend to a great level if we continue to 
be quiet about this.  
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 1 May 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Liberian Senate ratifies steelmaker mining deal  

MONROVIA, April 30, 2007 (AFP) - The Liberian Senate has ratified an iron ore mining 
contract sealed last year between the government and the world's largest steelmaker, 
Arcelor Mittal. Senate spokesman Varney Gbessay told AFP Monday that a majority of the 
members last Friday approved the deal which had been passed the previous week by the 
lower house.  

UN Envoy Welcomes Security Council Lifting of Diamond 
Embargo  
 
Apr 30, 2007 (UN News Service/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --The senior 
United Nations envoy to Liberia today welcomed the Security Council's decision 
to lift its six-year-old ban on the export of diamonds from the country that was introduced to 
stop proceeds from the sale of these so-called "blood diamonds" from fuelling wars across 
West Africa. Alan Doss, the Secretary-General's Special Representative for Liberia, issued a 
statement in which he congratulated the country's President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and her 
Government for "working hard to meet the conditions required for the termination of the 
diamond sanctions and for compliance with the Kimberley Process." 
 
International Clips on West Africa 
 
AP 05/01/2007 04:02:07  
Judges postpone first witnesses in Charles Taylor war crimes 
trial due to open June 4  

THE HAGUE, Netherlands Judges have postponed testimony from witnesses at the war 
crimes trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor, due to start next month, to give 
defense attorneys more time to prepare.  

VOA 01 May 2007 

Ghanaian Doctors Fired Over Strike Action 
By Peter Clotty, Washington, D.C. 
 
In Ghana, doctors of the Korle-Bu teaching hospital in the capital, Accra who declared an 
indefinite strike action Monday to press home their demand for better pay have been sacked 
by the chief executive officer of the hospital. The doctors went on strike despite threats from 
government that it would dismiss or withhold salaries for those who would join in the 
industrial action. 
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Local Media – Newspaper 

Firestone Says Workers’ Strike Action is causing “Economic Loss”  
(The Informer, The News, New Democrat, The Analyst, The Inquirer, Daily Observer and Heritage) 

• A press statement issued by the management of the Firestone Rubber Plantation 
Company said that the Company was experiencing economic loss resulting from the 
continuing “wildcat” strike action which the Company said heightened insecurity and 
fear within its concession area.  

• The strike action which entered its second week today has taken violent turns, with 
the Firestone management calling on the Liberian Government and the United Nations 
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) to intervene in order to restore security in the concession 
area. 

• What is obvious in the standoff, according to the Daily Observer, is there are no 
winners in the confrontation – the company is loosing thousands of dollars in lost 
earnings daily; the workers are losing their desperately needed wages, and the 
government is also losing tens of thousands in taxes from both the company and its 
employees.   

 
World Bank Clears Liberia for Global Investment  
(New Democrat) 

• In a press release issued recently, the Ministry of Finance said that the World Bank 
has cleared Liberia for global investment, a necessary condition for most investors. 
This declaration, according to the New Democrat, indicates improved political and 
economic conditions in the country and suggested that Liberia was safe for 
investment.  

 
Sirleaf and Boss Welcome Lifting of Sanction on Export of Liberian Diamonds 
(The Informer) 

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and the Special Representative of the Secretary-
General, Mr. Alan Doss, have both expressed happiness in addition to the largely 
positive comments regarding the United Nations Security Council’s lifting of the ban 
on the export of diamonds from Liberia. 

• Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio told journalists yesterday that the Liberian 
Head of State views the lifting on the ban as a further manifestation of the confidence 
the international community continues to impose in the leadership of the country.  

• At the same time, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Alan Doss, 
according to a statement, welcomed the decision of the United Nations Security 
Council to lift the sanctions on the export of rough diamonds from Liberia. 

 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 

President Sirleaf Chairs Talks over Land Dispute between Guinea and Sierra Leone 
• According to the Presidential Press Secretary, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf chaired 

a meeting of Mano River Union Countries in Conakry, Guinea to resolve a dispute 
between Sierra Leone and Guinea over a stretch of land at a Sierra Leonean town of 
Yangayar which Guinean soldiers refuse to vacate after they repelled rebels from the 
town. Mr Cyrus Badio also said that during the meeting, a Special Committee’s report 
on the dispute between the two countries would be reviewed. 

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
Lawmakers Step in to Resolve Industrial Unrest at Rubber Farm 

• Correspondents have said that a delegation from the House of Representatives 
commenced negotiations with the leadership of the Firestone Workers Union in order 
to end the ongoing industrial strike action which has turned violent to the point that 
the protestors damaged a vehicle belonging to one of the department heads of 
Firestone. 

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
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West African Examiners Apologize for Starting Papers Late 
• The head of the Monrovia Office of the West African Examination Council, Mr. Eli 

Lumei yesterday apologized for the late start of this year’s exams at some centers, 
assuring that his Office has taken steps to ensure the smooth conduct of the test. 

• Meanwhile, students writing the papers at several centers complained that they took 
the exams under very poor lighting conditions and that test supervisors and proctors 
asked them to purchase candles to light up the halls.    

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 

Deactivated Soldiers End Agitation over Salary Arrears 
• The leadership of some 8,000 deactivated soldiers of the Armed Forces of Liberia 

announced that they have resolved the crisis for the payment of their salary arrears 
following a meeting with Deputy Finance Minister Roderick Smith yesterday. 

• Retired Colonel Anthony Jerlue who led a delegation of the soldiers at the meeting 
stated that the contentious issues were resolved allowing the entire leadership of the 
soldiers to identify their colleagues without proper identification cards. 

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Police Deny Brutality Claims 

• During a news conference yesterday, Police Inspector-General Munnah Sieh described 
as “unrealistic” allegations that officers of the Liberia National Police brutalized 
peaceful demonstrators at the Firestone Rubber Plantation Company. She thought 
that the allegation by the Foundation for International Dignity and Green Advocates 
that the Police beat up the protestors was only meant to gain them popularity and 
more donor funding  

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
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