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Local News 
 
Special Court Prosecutor Visits Port Loko / Awoko 
 
Special Court Preview / Premier News 
 
CDF Special Court Sentencing Today / Premier News 
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UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
 
UN Warning on Cambodia Tribunal / BBC Online 
 
Rwanda Government Sets Conditions to Restore Relations With France / Voice of America 
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Premier News 
Tuesday, 2 October 2007 
 
Special Court Preview 
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Premier News 
Tuesday, 2 October 2007 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 1 October 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
 
There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today. 

International Clips on West Africa 

Sierra Leone restricts travel of ex-officials for corruption 
probe  

FREETOWN, Oct 1, 2007 (AFP) - Sierra Leone's two-week-old government said Monday it would restrict officials 
from the previous administration from leaving the country while it carries out a department-wide corruption probe. 
Everyone from ex-cabinet ministers to state company chiefs will require police clearance to travel abroad while a 60-
strong team of experts carries out an audit of the last government, officials said. Sierra Leone's newly-elected 
president, Ernest Bai Koroma, was sworn in on September 17 after storming to office vowing to stem widespread 
corruption. The outgoing government of Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, in office for 10 years, is blamed for widespread 
corruption and economic mismanagement in the resource-rich but desperately impoverished west African country.  

Envoy Wants More Engagement  
Kae Matundu-Tjiparuro  

Windhoek, Oct 01, 2007 (New Era/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Nigeria is striving towards more 
engagement in concrete economic projects between her people and Namibia. This entails, among others, increased 
direct trade links between the two brotherly countries especially in fish, salt and other agricultural products, as well 
as increased exchange of knowledge in animal husbandry. To give impetus to this the Nigerian High Commissioner 
to Namibia thinks it is imperative for the two countries to convene urgently the 3rd session of the Namibia-Nigeria 
Joint Commission that would fashion out bankable projects to actualize economic dreams to their mutual benefit. The 
High Commissioner, Prince Adegboyega Christopher Ariyo, is determined to push this agenda during his 
ambassadorial tenure in Namibia. This is part of concrete economic projects that the High Commissioner wishes to 
promote that also includes establishment of an oil refinery and supply of petroleum products. Mr.  Ariyo shared his 
vision of an intense bilateral economic cooperation with Namibia on the eve of the 47th independence anniversary of 
this African economic giant. He wants to see more engagement between the two countries on the economic front, 
especially in view of the fact that hitherto this bilateral economic engagement has not been as intense as it could be. 
Regionally, the country has been involved in peace-keeping efforts in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast and Sudan. 
However, its involvement in international affairs has not been confined to West Africa alone and neither has it been a 
new preoccupation.  

Local Media – Newspaper      

UNMIL Renovates School for Christian and Muslim Children 
(The Informer, Liberian Express, Public Agenda and Heritage) 
 

• A school building rehabilitated by the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) to cater for about 
1,500 Christian and Muslim children has been handed over to a community in the 
Sawegbeh, on the western outskirts of Monrovia.  

• The Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Recovery and 
Governance, Mr. Jordan Ryan who served as key speaker stressed the importance of 
education in Liberia’s development.  
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• Mr. Ryan said it was now time the Ministry of Education takes the responsibility to 
make sure the school works well and expressed the optimism that the school would 
be a “beacon of hope” for those interested in joining the Islamic and Christian 
religions together in peace.  

• Education Minister, Dr. Joseph Korto said one of the main priorities of the government 
during this recovery process is to provide access to education for young people. 

 
Peacekeepers Launch Clean Up Campaign at key markets 
(The Inquirer) 

 
• The Nigerian Contingent of the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) over the 

weekend launched a massive clean-up campaign in the Red Light Market in 
Paynesville and the Duala Market on the Bushrod Island. The campaign was among 
several activities marking the 47th independence anniversary of Federal Republic of 
Nigeria on today, 1 October. 

• Speaking to a team of reporters shortly after the exercise, the Commander of Sector 
One, Olayemi Abdoye said his contingent would do whatever it takes to assist Liberia 
in its rebuilding process. According to him, over 100 soldiers from a Nigerian Battalion 
(NIBATT 13) took part in the campaign which is intended to give the markets a face-
lift. 

 
Clergyman Ask Liberians to Keep Baccus Dream Alive 
(New Democrat, The Informer, Liberian Express, Public Agenda, The Inquirer, Heritage, The Analyst 
and Daily Observer) 

 
• The media reports that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf was among hundreds of 

Liberians who attended the funeral service of the late veteran politician, Gabriel 
Baccus Matthews at the Providence Baptist Church in Monrovia at the weekend. 

• In an official Gazette, the government recounted the dedicated and committed 
services the late Baccus rendered the country in various capacities he served in 
government. The statement noted that by his passing, the government and people of 
Liberia have lost a Statesman and an astute politician. In a funeral discourse, Catholic 
Prelate, Father Robert Tikpor described the late Baccus as a lone voice in the 
wilderness, whose footprints will forever remain enshrined in the Liberian political 
history. Father Tikpor said the death of the fallen political activist should serve as a 
rallying point to unite all Liberians. Speaking on the theme “Mission Accomplished,” 
Father Tikpor paid tribute to the fallen politician for his advocacy in bringing about 
multiparty democracy in the country. 

 
 
Vice President Boakai Renews Call for Debt Relief 
(New Democrat, The Informer and Liberian Express) 

• Vice President Joseph Boakai has told world leaders attending the United Nations 62nd 
General Assembly of the United Nations that Liberia continues to be burdened by 
huge debts owed bilateral and multilateral creditors. In his address to the Assembly 
he renewed his government’s plea for international empathy and consideration of the 
country’s debt cancellation request.  

• In a dispatch from New York , the Vice President said servicing Liberia’s debt which is 
estimated at US$ 3.7 billion remains a priority of the government but stressed that 
the government’s capacity to make payment is hampered by severe resource 
challenges arising out of nearly two decades of civil conflict.  

 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)  

 
Key Development and Investment Bank Opens Branch in Rural Liberia  
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• At the opening in Buchanan, Grand Bassa County, of a branch of the Liberia Bank for 
Development and Investment, the Bank’s President Francis Dennis announced that 
plans were underway for the institution to relocate its headquarters to its new 
complex in Sinkor. He added that the Bank will provide services including saving and 
checking accounts as well as loans to its customers. 

 
President Sirleaf Congratulates Countries on Independence Anniversaries  

According to correspondents, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said Liberians join the 
friendly people of China to celebrate another milestone in the nation’s history and 
hope that the bonds of friendship and bilateral cooperation between the two countries 
will continue. 

• In a message to Nigerian President Umaru Yura’adua, the Liberian leader conveyed 
sentiments of best wishes on behalf of the people of Liberia and their deep gratitude 
for the heroic and pivotal role Nigeria played in restoring peace and security to 
Liberia. While for Guinea, she extended to President Lansana Conteh and Guineans 
her warmest felicitation and hoped that as Guineans celebrate their 49th anniversary, 
the two countries will continue to work for peace and stability in the region. 

 
Journalists Asked to Officially Complain of Alleged Police Brutality 

• Correspondents said that Information Minister Laurence Bropleh asked journalists 
who claimed they were beaten by Government Security officials at the Roberts 
International Airport when Sierra Leonean President Ernest Bai Koroma visited 
Liberia, to officially reduce their complaints into writing to allow the Government to 
investigate and deal appropriately with such security officers in keeping with Law. 

• Minister Bropleh assured that he would personally ensure the dismissal of any 
security officer who would be guilty of beating any journalists, specifically calling on 
BBC Correspondent Jonathan Paylayleh who alleged that he was slapped, to identify 
the security officer who committed the act for prompt. 

 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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UN warning on Cambodia tribunal  
 
By Guy De Launey  
BBC News, Phnom Penh  
 
A United Nations report criticising the Cambodian administration 
of the Khmer Rouge trials has been made public.  

The report says the special courts are employing unqualified staff 
at inflated salaries, without a proper recruitment process.  

It recommends that the UN pull out of the process if changes are 
not made.  

The courts are probing allegations of genocide by the Khmer 
Rouge. More than one million people are thought to have died during the regime's 1975-79 rule.  

'Unbalanced account'  

The audit says the courts are spending hundreds of thousands of dollars on staff who should not 
have been employed.  

It described more than 50 as "excess" hirings beyond the original 
budget and it said that more than half of the courts' Cambodian 
employees did not have the required qualifications or experience.  

All Cambodian staff contracts should be cancelled and the 
recruitment process re-started from scratch.  

The United Nations Development Programme says that "serious 
consideration should be given to withdrawing from the project", if the Cambodian administration 
refuses to address its concerns.  

In response, the Cambodian side has called the audit an "unbalanced account" and its 
recommendations "out of proportion".  

It says that great achievements have been made despite major difficulties and that many problems 
could have been averted with more assistance from the UN.  

The Open Society Justice Initiative, which is monitoring the courts, has welcomed the report's 
publication.  

But the organisation said it was disappointed that the report had not looked into other allegations of 
corruption.  

The Justice Initiative claimed in February that Cambodian staff were paying part of their salaries to 
superiors in return for being hired.  

More than a million people died under 
the Khmer Rouge 

 

KHMER ROUGE TRIBUNAL  
Will try cases of genocide and 
crimes against humanity 
Five judges (three Cambodian) sit 
in trial court 
Cases decided by majority 
Maximum penalty is life 
imprisonment 
Budget of $56.3m 

BBC Online 
Tuesday, 2 October 2007 
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Voice of America 
Tuesday, 2 October 2007 
 
Rwanda Government Sets Conditions to Restore Relations With France 
By Peter Clottey  
Washington, D.C. 
 
Rwanda’s government says it will only restore normal diplomatic relations with France, if France 
addresses concerns raised by Rwanda before ties between the two countries went sour. This 
comes after France reportedly said Monday it was in exploratory talks with Kigali on restoring 
diplomatic links. Rwanda severed ties with France in November, last year, after a French judge 
called for Rwanda’s President Paul Kagame to stand trial for alleged complicity in the death of 
his predecessor in April 1994, which spiraled an event that unleashed the country's genocide. 
Scores of ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutus lost their lives in the fighting.  

From the capital, Kigali, Rwandan Foreign Minister Charles Murigande tells reporter Peter 
Clottey that Rwanda wants to live in peace and harmony with all nations on earth. 

“I think we’ve been saying repetitively, that there are reasons that led Rwanda to sever 
relationship with France. And we shall have to sit down and go through all these reasons and see 
what France is ready to do to address those pending issues,” Murigande explained. 

He reiterated Rwanda’s position on the rationale behind the move in cutting diplomatic ties with 
France. 

“We believe unless they (France) address that past baggage, we wouldn’t be building a strong 
relationship for the future. So that is why we shall have to look back critically at what the 
relationship between France and Rwanda has been, and what went wrong. And there should be a 
commitment to avoid such past mistakes,” he noted. 

Murigande explained some of the conditions set by the Kigali government for restoring 
diplomatic ties with Paris. 

“We stated clearly when we cut off relationship that Rwanda was willing to have normal 
relationship with France on condition that the attitude of France vis-à-vis Rwanda exhibited in the 
past change. And if that is to happen, we wouldn’t have any problem to have excellent 
relationship with France. That is our desire. We desire to live in excellent relationship with every 
country on this planet,” Murigande said. 

He said he recently had a very positive meeting with the French foreign minister at the United 
Nations. 

“We had an excellent meeting, very cordial, and they know what is our bottom line. And they are 
looking at ways of addressing these issues when their mission came here to meet with us (some 
time ago),” he said. 

 


