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Local Press 
 
Taylor Demands Transfer / Exclusive  
 
Trying Dictators and Warlords Has Never Been Easy / Spectator  
 
Taylor, The Most and Least Wanted Man / Independent Observer  
 
International Press 
 
Why Try Taylor in The Hague? / International Tribune  
 
U.S. Keen For Denmark to House Taylor / Associated Press  
 
Govt. Considers Freezing Taylor’s Account / Analyst  
 
Taylor Digs in Heels / Analyst  
 
U.N. Daily Press Briefing By the Office of the Secretary General / United Nations   
 
UNMIL Public Information Media Summary / UNMIL 
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Associated Press 
20 April 2006 
 
US keen for Denmark to house Taylor  
 
By Nick Wadhams 
 
New York - Denmark has come under pressure to either imprison former Liberian president Charles 
Taylor or give him asylum after his trial for alleged war crimes in Sierra Leone, diplomats said on 
Wednesday. 
 
Efforts to begin Taylor's trial on 11 counts for his role in Sierra Leone's vicious civil war have stalled 
because no country has agreed to take him in once it ends.  
 
The Netherlands has agreed to conduct the trial in facilities at The Hague - but only if it is guaranteed that 
he will leave immediately afterwards. 
 
Governments fear the political fallout of taking in Taylor, a notorious former warlord believed to be 
responsible for thousands of deaths and widespread turmoil in West Africa.  
 
They also fear that he might somehow continue to exert influence from prison. 
 
Officials have also pressured The Netherlands to let the trial start and find a country to take Taylor later, so 
far with little success. 
 
"We've certainly talked to the government of The Netherlands about that," US Ambassador John Bolton 
said. "So far, the Dutch have not been willing to do that and that's why we're continuing to search." 
 
Sweden and Austria were initially seen as the likeliest candidates to take him in, but both refused.  
 
Denmark is now the focus of efforts by the United States, which is leading the search for a country, several 
diplomats said. 
 
Denmark's foreign ministry refused to confirm whether it had been approached to take in Taylor.  
 
A European diplomat in New York said the request had been made informally and Denmark responded 
that it would need a high-level request directly from the United States before it considered taking in 
Taylor. 
 
The diplomats all spoke on condition of anonymity because the talks are secret and highly sensitive. 
 
International rights groups expressed a growing impatience to get the trial started and said the delay could 
cast doubts about western nations' commitment to bringing Taylor to justice. 
 
"There is an urgent need for a state to step forward," said Richard Dicker, head of the international justice 
programme at Human Rights Watch.  
 
"A prolonged delay would raise real questions about the commitment of the international community to 
international justice." 
 
Bolton said he did not know whether Denmark was among those being courted because the talks were 
being handled in Washington. 
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That reflected a higher-level effort to place Taylor after his trial. While discussions had earlier been 
conducted by lower-level diplomats, the issue is now seen as so sensitive that it has moved up to talks 
between senior foreign ministry officials. 
 
Denmark could be a good choice because its United Nations ambassador, Ellen Margrethe Loj, chairs the 
UN Security Council's Liberia sanctions committee.  
 
Loj recently visited Liberia, where President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf told her that Taylor must be removed 
from the region urgently, the diplomats said. 
 
Taylor is now in the court's detention centre in Freetown, Sierra Leone, guarded by a Swedish rapid 
reaction force.  
 
Sierra Leone is still unstable after the end of its 1991-2002 civil war, a conflict that grew out of Taylor's 
1989 rebel incursion that would ultimately leave Liberia a failed state. 
 
The court, as well as Liberia, have asked that the trial be conducted elsewhere because they fear his 
presence could destabilise West Africa. 
 
The Hague has the necessary facilities for such a delicate operation. For example, the trial could occupy 
space reserved for the International Criminal Court, the world's first permanent war crimes tribunal. 
 
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan has been directly involved in discussions about who should take 
Taylor, other UN officials said.  
 
At the same time, they stressed that in meetings last week with Dutch officials and representatives of the 
International Criminal Court, he was not overly concerned about finding a country. 
 
"Look on the bright side," UN spokesperson Stephane Dujarric said. "Mr Taylor is in jail.  
 
He's in the special court where he was indicted. We feel it's safe." 
 
While Austria and Sweden had earlier refused, another UN diplomat said governments were still trying to 
find a compromise they could accept. 
 
Diplomats also plan to talk to nations that have so-called "enforcement of sentences" agreements with the 
UN-backed courts for Rwanda and Yugoslavia, as well as the International Criminal Court. 
 
In the meantime, Taylor's lawyers have filed a petition seeking to ensure his trial remains in Sierra Leone. 
The court planned to consider the request after it returns from recess on April 24. - Sapa-AP   
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The Analyst (Monrovia) 
19 April 2006 
 
Govt Considers Freezing Taylor's Assets  
 
By George Borteh 
 
As Liberia's former President Charles Taylor awaits trial for war crimes and crimes against 
humanity in the Special Court for Sierra Leone, the Liberian Government says it is considering 
freezing his assets in compliance with the UN Security Council's conditions to end the diamond 
and timber sanctions.  
 
The Chairman of the Sanctions Committee on Liberia M. Loj recently visited the country to check 
compliance with the timber and diamond sanctions imposed on the country.  
 
During her visit, Madam Loj said that the Liberian government has taken steps to comply with the 
conditions needed to lift the sanctions.  
 
And the Government of Liberia has said that it is prepared to comply and is considering freezing 
the assets of former Liberian president Charles Taylor, now facing war crimes and crimes against 
humanity in Freetown, Sierra Leone.  
 
Speaking recently in a VOA interview, Justice Minister Frances Johnson-Morris said that the 
United Nations has set forth freezing of assets of Mr. Taylor as one of the conditions of lifting the 
sanctions on Liberia.  
 
She added that the sanctions committee has set June this year to further review the sanctions and 
that depending on the level of compliance by the government of Liberia the country could be 
relieved of the burden of sanctions.  
 
"So if we want sanctions to be lifted, we have to comply with the conditions set in lifting of the 
sanctions," Cllr. Morris asserted.  
 
The Justice Minister did not say which of Taylor's assets the government could freeze or whether 
the government has identified the former president's assets to be frozen.  
 
According to her the Government will have to investigate if the assets of Taylor will be seized, 
adding that the government does not want to fall in trouble with anybody in the process of seizing 
Taylor's assets.  
 
The Minister said, "The UN sanctions committee on Liberia is in Monrovia. We held a meeting 
and I think she came to follow up how far the Liberian government has gone in compliance with 
assets seizing in keeping with section 25 of the UN Chapter concerning the obligation of member 
states to comply with UN Security Council Resolution." "I am not sure that we are positive about 
the property that Mr. Taylor may have in Liberia, but if we have to freeze assets we have to 
investigate and make sure that the property that we seek to effect will be the property belonging 
to him.  
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"In fact the sanctions committee is reviewing the sanction against Liberia, I think in June with the 
view of lifting the sanction depending on the level of compliance by the government. So if we 
want the sanctions to be lifted, we have to comply with the conditions set in lifting of the 
sanctions.  
 
"The Liberian government needs to have sanctions lifted against it so that it can move on with its 
development programs and plans," Justice Minister Morris said.
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The Analyst (Monrovia) 
19 April 2006 
 
Taylor Digs in Heels  
 
Lawyer Files "No Venue Change" Motion - But Fears of Taylor Fighters Grips Freetown  
 
The saga surrounding the trial of former President Charles Taylor is changing faces with dramatic twist by 
the day. Prior to his arraignment before the Special Court friends, family members, and presumed lawyers 
argued that justice would rather be served were Taylor to be tried in The Hague. They feared that given the 
perceived hostility of the trial venue, alleged presumptuous comments made by Chief Court Prosecutor 
David Crane, and what happened to co-indictee, RUF's Foday Sankoh, Sierra Leone was the most unlikely 
place on earth to seek justice. The United Nations Security Council may have taken the fear seriously as, 
early this month, it moved quickly to consider a resolution for the change of venue. Now when the Council 
seems far advanced in its search, lawyers representing Taylor announced days after his first appearance 
that he preferred to be tried in Freetown. Now, his lawyer has finally put in a legal injunction. The Analyst 
Staff Writer has been leafing through media reports on the motion for stay of venue and fears that Taylor's 
fighters may have already invaded Freetown.  
 
The Special Court-assigned defense lawyer for Charles Taylor, Karim A.A Khan, has filed a motion for 
the trial to be held in Sierra Leone, rather than The Hague.  
 
A Sierra Leone Concord Times dispatch last Tuesday said the filing of the motion was confirmed by Peter 
Andersen, Deputy Chief of Public Affairs.  
 
According to Andersen, the motion which could not be heard immediately because the court is on recess 
was filed on the April 6, 2006.  
 
The recess would last up to April 24, according to court records, after which consideration would be given 
for the hearing.  
 
"Defense motion for an order that no change of venue from the seat of the court in Freetown be ordered 
without the defence being heard on the issue and motion that the trial chamber requests that the President 
of the Special Court to withdraw the requests reportedly made to (1) the government of the Kingdom of 
the Netherlands to permit that the trial of Charles Ghankay Taylor be conducted on its territory and (2) To 
the President of the ICC for the use of the ICC building and facilities in the Netherlands during the 
proposed trial of Charles Ghankay Taylor," demands the motion.  
 
Asked about recent newspaper reports that fighters of Charles Taylor's NPFL are in town and whether it 
was of concern for the Court, Andersen replied, "those are rumors and we cannot respond to them." He 
said while there was need for concerns regarding the rumors, there was no need to panic because the 
Special Court has a well-trained Mongolian contingent that takes care of security "very seriously." Despite 
concerns that the former Liberian president's detention could spark more instability, the overriding sense is 
that justice must be done at last.  
 
"No wicked heart shall prosper," reads the graffiti outside Sierra Leone's special war crimes court.  
 
Until recently, that sentiment seemed a slightly forlorn hope in a country like Sierra Leone.  
 
In a related development, the U.N. Security Council members have agreed the war crimes trial of former 
Liberian President Charles Taylor should be moved from Sierra Leone.  
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The Council has been moving frantically to get a third country to support the process but has yet to make 
headway, media reports said Sunday.  
 
China's U.N. Ambassador Wang Guangya said the Security Council was still debating several issues, 
including who should pay the costs.  
 
He said there were scheduled closed-door consultations early last week on the draft resolution and said he 
expected it to be adopted.  
 
"I think there is agreement that he is going to be moved to The Hague," Wang said. "Now, it's only the 
technical side, how the resolution will look ... (so) there will be no misunderstandings, no concerns." The 
U.N.-backed Special Court in Sierra Leone has requested that Taylor's trial be moved out of West Africa 
for security reasons.  
 
Taylor has pleaded not guilty to 11 counts of war crimes stemming from his alleged backing of Sierra 
Leone's rebels.  
 
The draft resolution states that the costs of trying Taylor in the Netherlands "are expenses of the Special 
Court" in Sierra Leone, which is funded by voluntary contributions. It reiterates an appeal to U.N. member 
states "to contribute generously" to the court.  
 
In a March 29 letter to the Security Council, The Netherlands emphasized that the Special Court must 
shoulder the costs of the trial and "that no additional costs shall be incurred by The Netherlands without its 
consent." Wang said some members of the International Criminal Court want the issue of costs to be 
clarified further in the resolution to avoid future disputes.  
 
A U.N. appeal for $25 million to fund the Special Court for Sierra Leone this year has so far received only 
$9 million in pledges and $6 million in funding, which is expected to run out soon.  
 
U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan wrote to the foreign ministers of the 191 U.N. member states shortly 
before Taylor's capture, seeking $14.4 million for the court this year, U.N. deputy spokeswoman Marie 
Okabe said.  
 
She said that did not include the cost of moving Taylor's trial to The Hague, which has not yet been 
calculated.  
 
U.S. Mission spokesman Benjamin Chang said the United States would seriously consider the request 
"because we want the court to be able to bring Charles Taylor to justice." The Dutch government also 
asked for assurances that once a verdict is reached, Taylor would immediately be transferred out of the 
Netherlands.  
 
Sweden and Austria said last Wednesday they had received requests to imprison Taylor if he is convicted, 
but no decision has been announced. 
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United Nations 
19 April 2006 
 
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE SECRETARY-GENERAL 

 
 

The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Stéphane Dujarric, 
Spokesman for the Secretary-General. 
 
-SNIP- 
 

Question:  Only one more, is there any progress on the UN’s efforts to find another 
country to host Charles Taylor after a trial in The Hague? 

 
Spokesman:  No, my understanding is that there’s been no, there’s nothing to announce at 

this point. 
 
Question:  In the meantime, is the UN capable of keeping him safe for an extended period 

in Sierra Leone? 
 
Spokesman:  The Special Court has made arrangements.  I believe there’s a Swedish rapid 

reaction force that is there.  And they have taken all the measures they feel necessary to keep him 
safe where he’s locked up. 

 
Question:  And finally on this, is the UN disappointed at the failure of the world to offer a 

place for Mr. Taylor, either to be imprisoned or to go into exile.  Is this basically a failure by the 
world to follow through on its commitments to international peace and security? 

 
Spokesman:  I think, you know, to look on the bright side, Mr. Taylor is in jail.  He’s in 

the Special Court, where he was indicted.  We feel it’s safe.  Obviously discussions were going 
on.  I don’t think they’re concluded about finding another country to take him in for incarceration.  
So, those discussions are going on. 

 
Question:  [Inaudible] a public appeal you would make? 
 
Spokesman:  The discussions are still going on.  It’s not the end of the road. 
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United Nations Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 19 April 

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Liberia soccer star and presidential runner-up Weah calls for 
jobs for his supporters 
By JONATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH 
                               
Source: English General News Date: April 19, 2006 

MONROVIA, Liberia International soccer superstar and Liberian presidential runner-up 
George Weah called on the war-battered nation's new leader to give his supporters a greater 
role in government reconstruction projects. Weah, who lost to President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
in Liberia's first elections since the end of a 1989-2003 civil war, said late Tuesday that he 
met recently with Sirleaf and pressed her to include his party members in her efforts to 
rebuild the country.  

International Clips on West Africa 

Ivorian President wants disarmament before polling  
 
ABIDJAN, April 18, 2006 (AFP) - Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo has 
insisted that combatants inside the country must disarm before elections 
planned to be held by the end of October can take place, local media reported Tuesday. "The 
(United Nations) resolution 1633 states that is necessary to disarm without delaying the 
elections. We agree with that and we want elections. But between the elections and us, there 
has to be   disarmament," declared Gbagbo, in remarks reported by the Ivorian press. He 
was speaking during a weekend trip to the southwestern district of Gagnoa. 

 
Local Media – Newspapers  

President and Lawmakers in Row over National Budget  
(Daily Observer, The News, The Inquirer, New Democrat, Heritage and National Chronicle) 
 

• A letter from President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf to House Speaker Edwin Snowe read in 
plenary session yesterday stated that the National Legislature made compromises and 
extraordinary considerations against the interests of the Liberian people when it 
recently deliberated on the recast national budget. The Executive would be prompted 
to set guidelines regarding the way and manner in which the legislature conducts 
budgetary discussions, especially the discussion of the incoming budget for 2006, the 
President’s letter added. 

 
Government Considers Freezing Taylor’s Assets 
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(The Analyst)  

• Speaking in a VOA interview recently, Justice Minister Frances Johnson-Morris said 
that the government was considering freezing the assets of former President Charles 
Taylor to partly satisfy the conditions set by the UN Security Council to lift diamond 
and timber sanctions on Liberia. 

 
U.S.-Based Liberian Journalists Set Up Task Force for Media Development in Liberia   
(The Analyst) 

• At the end of a media conference which ran from 7 to 8 April at the University of 
Massachusetts’ Center for Democracy and Development, McCormack School of Policy 
Studies in Boston, USA, several U.S.-based Liberian journalists established the 
Liberian Media Support Initiative to mobilize resources for developing the media in 
Liberia. 

 
President Nominates Ambassadors   
(Daily Observer and The Analyst) 

• President Johnson-Sirleaf yesterday made several nominations for ambassadorial 
posts pending confirmation by the Senate. Among those nominated are former 
presidential aspirant Nathaniel Barnes to be Ambassador and Permanent 
Representative of Liberia to the UN, former National Transitional Government Vice-
Chairman Wesley Johnson (Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the 
United Kingdom), Charles Minor (United States), Mrs. Neh Dukuly Tolbert (People’s 
Republic of China), Cllr. Lois Bruthus (Republic of South Africa), Konah Blackett 
(Republic of Egypt), Edward Clinton (Republic of Ethiopia) and Rudolph Von Ballmoos 
(Republic of Ghana). 

 
 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)  

 
Government to Ensure Realization of Girls’ Education 

• Speaking in Monrovia yesterday during the official launch of the National Policy on 
Girls’ Education, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf said that the government was 
committed to galvanizing action for the achievement the policy. 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Lawmakers Seek President’s Clarification on Budget 

• The House of Representatives has written President Johnson-Sirleaf asking her to 
provide clarifications on her statement that compromises reached during the passing 
of the recast budget would not apply in the next budget. 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Former First Lady Criticises Government for Downsizing Workforce 

• Addressing a news conference in Monrovia yesterday, former First Lady and Bong 
County Senator Jewel Howard-Taylor criticized the government for its decision to 
downsize its workforce. She argued that the exercise was not timely, especially after 
the passage of the budget, which includes would-be affected employees. 

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 

 
 

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary 
and UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you 
are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of 
the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi Armah at armahj@un.org. 
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