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Local News 
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AllAfrica.Com 
Monday, 19 July 2010 
 
Sierra Leone: As Court Takes Break, News That Supermodel Testimony May Be Delayed 
 
Alpha Sesay 
 
As the trial of Charles Taylor moved into a week-long judicial recess today, news broke that the much 
anticipated appearance by British Supermodel Naomi Campbell may no longer take place at the end of 
July. 
 
According to prosecution counsel, Nicholas Koumjian, Ms. Campbell planned to ask the judges to 
reschedule her appearance and would soon put her request in writing. The judges, however, could not rule 
on her request until after the judicial break. 
 
Mr. Koumjian assured the court that Ms. Campbell's preferred date of testimony is close to the one 
indicated in her subpoena (July 29) - and will likely take place before the current witness - former Sierra 
Leonean rebel leader, Issa Sesay - leaves the witness stand. 
 
Testimony by actress Mia Farrow and Ms Campbell's former agent, Carole White, will likely follow that 
of the British supermodel. The three high profile women are set to testify about allegations that in 1997, 
while on a visit to South Africa - and after a star studded dinner hosted by former South African president 
Nelson Mandela - Mr. Taylor sent men to deliver rough diamonds to Ms. Campbell. 
 
Prosecutors suggest that the rough diamonds were given to Mr. Taylor by Sierra Leonean rebels in the 
hope that the former Liberian president would exchange them during his travels for arms and ammunition, 
which helped to fuel the rebels' crimes during the conflict. Mr. Taylor has denied the allegations. 
 
In Mr. Sesay's testimony as a witness for Mr. Taylor, the former Revolutionary United Front (RUF) leader 
has denied that the RUF gave diamonds to Mr. Taylor, and dismissed as false allegations that Mr. Taylor 
bought weapons and ammunition for RUF rebels. 
 
Mr. Taylor's trial resumes on Monday, July 26, with Mr. Sesay again taking the witness stand.
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BBC Online 
Wednesday, 21 July 2010 
 

Darfur Jem rebels to sign deal to stop child soldiers 

Jem says it has no child soldiers in its ranks now  

A Sudanese rebel group is to sign an agreement to 
allow the UN access to its bases to check children 
are not being recruited as soldiers. 

The Justice and Equality Movement told the BBC it 
had been trying to protect children since the 
beginning of the seven-year conflict in Darfur. 

The UN said children found in military areas or in 
conflict zones could be removed under the deal. 

An estimated 6,000 children have been caught up in Darfur's unrest. 

The BBC's Imogen Foulkes in Geneva said the UN children's organisation was hailing the agreement, 
which took more than a year to negotiate, as a very valuable precedent which it hoped other rebel groups 
would follow. 

Jem leaders, who have travelled to Geneva for the signing, said the movement had no child soldiers but 
that it was signing up to the agreement as a gesture of goodwill. 

Fighting intensified in Darfur in May after Jem pulled out of peace talks with the government, accusing it 
of acting in bad faith. 

The conflict between rebels and government-backed militias in Sudan's western region is estimated by the 
UN to have cost the lives of 300,000 people and driven 2.7m people from their homes. 
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Voice of America 
Tuesday, 20 July 2010 

Expanded Arrest Warrant Does Not Slow Sudanese Leader’s Travels  

Peter Clottey 

 

Photo: AP  

In this May 27, 2010 file photo, 
Sudan's president Omar al-
Bashir gestures prior to being 
sworn in, at the parliament in 
Khartoum, Sudan. On Monday, 
July, 12, 2010, the International 
Criminal Court in The Hague, 
Netherlands, charged Sudanese 
President Omar al-Bashir with 
three counts of genocide in 
Darfur, a move that will pile 
further diplomatic pressure on 
his isolated regime. The decision 
marked the first time the world's 
first permanent war crimes 
tribunal has issued genocide 

charges. (AP Photo/Abd Raouf, File) 

A top official of Sudan’s ruling National Congress Party (NCP) says the expanded International Criminal 
Court’s arrest warrant against President Omar Hassan al-Bashir will not prevent him from making his 
scheduled trip to neighboring Chad. 

Rabie Abdullati Obeid said President Bashir’s trip Wednesday to Chad will seek to strengthen bilateral 
relations with Ndjamena and show that the additional arrest warrant issued by the Hague-based court does 
not have any effect on his travels to other countries. 

“This visit proves that we are not [bothered by] ICC steps or procedures as we are not members of the 
Rome Charter on which this ICC [was] established… and the program of the government, especially and 
particularly, on the relationship between Sudan and neighboring countries whether in Africa or the Arab 
world is going on,” he said. 

Last week, the Hague-based court issued a second arrest warrant against the embattled Sudanese leader 
adding genocide charges against Mr. Bashir over his alleged involvement in the violence in the Darfur 

region. 

Chadian President Idriss Deby 

In a released statement, the ICC said, “There are reasonable grounds to believe 
that Mr. al-Bashir is criminally responsible for five counts of crimes against 
humanity (murder, extermination, forcible transfer, torture and rape), and two 
counts for war crimes (intentionally directing attacks against a civilian 
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population, as such, or against individual civilians not taking direct part in hostilities, and pillaging).” 

In 2009, the same court issued an international arrest warrant against President Bashir for war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. 

But, supporters of Mr. Bashir dismissed the charges as “political” saying western countries often 
manipulate decisions of the Hague-based court against Sudan. 

While in the Chadian capital, President Bashir is scheduled to attend the Community of Sahel-Saharan 
States (CENSAD) summit Thursday. 

On the eve of his trip, the Sudanese government expelled Chadian rebels living in the country, a move 
senior NCP official Obeid described as a mere coincidence. 

“This is only coming like that, but there is no connection with the visit of the president. Actually, [his trip] 
is planned according to the schedule already made by the government. I don’t think that this is connected 
to each other,” Obeid said. 

Analysts say President Bashir is unlikely to be arrested by Chadian officials despite Ndjamena being a 
signatory of the Rome Statute that obliges the government to enforce the arrest warrants against the 
Sudanese leader. 

Both President Bashir and his Chadian counterpart, Idriss Deby, have normalized official relations after 
years of tensions. 
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Aljazeera 
Wednesday, 21 July 2010 
 
War crimes retrial for ex-Kosovo PM  
 
A UN war crimes court has ordered the former prime 
minister of Kosovo to face a retrial two years after he 
was acquitted on charges of murder, torture and rape. 

The president of the International Criminal Tribunal for 
the former Yugolsavia (ICTY) said the original trial of 
Ramush Haradinaj was hampered by witness 
intimidation. 

Patrick Robinson said on Wednesday that the trial 
chamber in The Hague, the Netherlands, had "failed to 
appreciate the gravity" of the intimidation. 

Haradinaj had been charged, along with two former 
commanders in the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA), with abusing Serbs as Kosovo fought for 
independence from Serbia in 1998. 

Ramush Haradinaj had previously been 
acquitted over charges relating to the 1998 

conflict [AFP] 

'Miscarriage of justice' 

Judges had thrown out charges against Haradinaj for lack of evidence, during a trial marked by the 
reluctance and witnesses to testify. 
 
"The trial chamber failed to take sufficient steps to counter witness intimidation that permeated the trial," 
Robinson said. 
 
"Given the potential importance of these witnesses to the prosecution's case, the error undermined the 
fairness of the proceedings and resulted in a miscarriage of justice." 
 
Haradinaj, 42, and Idriz Balaj, 38, who allegedly headed a paramilitary unit, were acquitted in April 2008 
on numerous counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Co-accused Lahi Brahimaj, 40, a deputy commander of the KLA and ran the Jablanica prison camp, was 
convicted of torture. 
 
Haradinaj, the most senior Kosovo leader to stand trial at the ICTY, was a commander of the KLA at the 
time of the alleged atrocities, as was Balaj. 

He showed no emotion as Robinson ordered the retrial and told guards to take the former leader into 
custody. 

No date has been set for the trial. 
 
Independence ruling 

The development comes  a day before the International Court of Justice rules on Kosovo's independence 
from Serbia. 
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Serbia lost control over Kosovo in 1999 when Nato bombed it to halt the killing of ethnic Albanians in 
a two-year counterinsurgency war. 
 
After nine years under an international mandate, the Albanian majority, backed by the United States and 
most EU member states, declared independence, which Belgrade vowed never to accept. 
 
Serbia hopes the ICJ decision, which is only advisory, can help restore its claim on the Balkans' smallest 
country, one of the poorest corners of Europe. 
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Daily Nation (Kenya) 
Tuesday, 20 July 2010 
 
By  DAVE OPIYO and ANDREW DOUGHMAN 
 
Poll Chaos Witnesses Flown out 
 

 

Opposition supporters burn objects and brandish crude weapons during protests at the height of the post- election 
violence. PHOTO/ FILE  

 
Three spirited out by the ICC after ministry fails to assure their safety their safety 

The International Criminal Court has placed three key post-election violence witnesses under its 
protection. 

The disclosure came as it became evident that the government had not set aside funds for a Witness 
Protection Agency meant to offer security to people with crucial information on the chaos that followed 
the 2007 elections. 

The three, sources said, were among nine people who were under the protection of the Kenya National 
Commission for Human Rights (KNCHR).  

Six hotspots 

The ICC took them in following fears they could be targets of the violence masterminds.  

They are said to have been flown out three weeks ago as The Hague steps up investigations into the 
planners, financiers and executors of the chaos that killed 1,133 people and displaced 650,000. 

Even though the ICC has declined to reveal anything, sources said a fresh team of detectives was flown in 
last week and has zeroed in on the six hotspots of Naivasha, Eldoret, Kisumu, Kericho, and Nairobi’s 
Mathare and Kibera slums. 
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Last week, Justice minister Mutula Kilonzo confirmed that the investigators were here and were racing 
to tie up loose ends to meet a December deadline for chief prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo to bring his 
case before The Hague. 

On Tuesday, one of the sources said financial constraints had made it difficult for the KNCHR to 
accommodate all the witnesses in safe houses. 

The source said the government agency had already spent Sh11 million in the last four months on the nine 
witnesses. 

Mr Hassan Omar of the KNCHR confirmed that some key witnesses had been flown out. 

“It is a very expensive venture... the government must set aside adequate funds for witness protection,” he 
said.  

He said on Tuesday that the committee was disappointed by the amount of money allocated to the 
programme.  

Mr Kilonzo was also disappointed by the lack of funds for the Witness Protection Agency.  

Attorney general Amos Wako said Sh1.2 billion had been requested to roll out the programme, but the 
Treasury did not allocate any funds in last month’s Budget.  

Reports of threats against potential witnesses have been on the increase, with the KNCHR warning that 
the ICC may not succeed in its mission unless security was provided. 

 


	Darfur Jem rebels to sign deal to stop child soldiers
	Expanded Arrest Warrant Does Not Slow Sudanese Leader’s Travels 
	Photo: AP 



