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Mail & Guardian Online 
20 March 2006 
 
Getting its own back  
  
Abdul Lamin: ANALYSIS   
   
20 March 2006 03:40  
   
Between a rock and a hard place: Charles Taylor. (Photograph: AP)  
Charles Taylor, the fugitive former leader of Liberia who gained notoriety for masterminding 
brutal armed conflicts in West Africa, is back in the news. Speculation is rife that Nigeria may 
extradite the former warlord to his homeland.  
 
In 2003, Taylor was forced into exile in a peace deal that had the broad support of African Union 
leaders, the United States and the United Nations. Prior to his hurried exit, Taylor had been 
indicted on 17 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity by an international war crimes 
tribunal, which was set up in 2002 to “prosecute individuals who bear the greatest responsibility” 
for atrocities committed during Sierra Leone’s decade-long war. Despite the Special Court’s 
blatant disregard for the complex political dynamics of West Africa, its bold action accelerated 
Taylor’s flight from the Liberian political stage. 
 
With Taylor getting tongues wagging, it is timely to raise key questions about the latest 
developments. 
 
Assuming that the country has actually requested Taylor’s extradition, contrary to the denials 
from Monrovia, one can reasonably infer that Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf -- Africa’s first elected 
female leader -- is yielding to mounting international pressure. Upon taking office in January, 
Johnson-Sirleaf listed among her main priorities the reconstruction of state institutions, job 
creation, poverty alleviation, curbing corruption and so forth.  
 
Taylor did not rank among her priorities, because the former leader had not been charged with 
any crimes in Liberia. Given that his forced return may spark unrest in the country, the Johnson-
Sirleaf government reasoned at the time that it made no sense to press for extradition. 
 
Why, then, the sudden shift? As long as Taylor remains a point of reference for those seeking 
justice for victims of West Africa’s brutal wars, Johnson-Sirleaf will not have breathing space. 
Related to this, the purported extradition request was made ahead of Johnson-Sirleaf’s first 
official visit to the US, where there is considerable support among human rights groups and 
lawmakers for Taylor to be transferred to Sierra Leone, to face the Special Court. While there is 
enough goodwill in the US at the moment to support her government, sooner or later she will 
have to address the Taylor issue decisively, lest it become an obstacle to her desire to deliver the 
dividends of peace. 
 
Furthermore, if Liberia has indeed requested extradition, this can be interpreted as consistent with 
the Nigerian government’s own pronouncements of 2004: that it would consider sending Taylor 
back to Liberia if an elected government made the proper request. It was designed to leave the 
door open for Nigeria to save face. Politically, it would be better for Nigerian President Olusegun 
Obasanjo if Taylor eventually landed before the Special Court in Freetown, Sierra Leone, by way 
of Monrovia. 
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To the extent that Obasanjo is believed to have recently briefed President Thabo Mbeki on the 
Taylor issue, as reported in the press, indicates that a consultative process is already underway 
within the AU. Any decision would thus be interpreted as having the blessing of continental 
peers, and politically insulate Obasanjo from criticism of capitulation to external pressure.  
 
Finally, what role, if any, does the sudden death of Slobodan Milosevic, who was being tried in 
The Hague by the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia, have on the politics 
and diplomacy surrounding the Taylor matter? It is indeed a timely coincidence that his death 
occurred about the same time as the debate around Taylor and accountability in West Africa was 
rekindled. While his death had no direct bearing on the Taylor debate, it is not lost on many that 
this is yet one more reminder to those who commit crimes against their own people that the world 
is becoming much smaller. Put differently, the era of impunity may be fast giving way to 
accountability.  
 
To be sure, Milosevic is the second high-profile war crimes indictee in recent times to have died 
in custody while on trial or awaiting one. Charles Taylor’s former ally, Foday Sankoh, the 
notorious rebel leader from Sierra Leone, died in 2003 while awaiting trial before the Special 
Court in Freetown. The charges against Sankoh were subsequently dropped, as eventually will 
those against Milosevic, leading some to argue that the victims have been robbed of justice.  
 
Nonetheless, the lesson for Taylor and other would-be fugitives is clear: they can run for some 
time, but, ultimately, they have nowhere to hide. 
 
Dr Abdul Lamin teaches international relations at the University of the Witwatersrand  
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New York Times 
21 March 2006 
 
Editorial: Extraditing Charles Taylor 
 
Last week, Liberia's new president, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, called for Nigeria to extradite the 
former president and warlord Charles Taylor to face war crimes charges. Mr. Taylor, who has 
been living in a Nigerian government guesthouse since 2003, is wanted on a range of charges 
relating to his decade-long West African rampage, which unleashed campaigns of torture, rape 
and dismemberment in Ivory Coast and Sierra Leone and on his home turf, Liberia. 
 
In a just world, Mr. Taylor would have already been tried, condemned and sent up the river.  
 
But the world has never been just, and this case is complicated. When Mr. Taylor was under siege 
by rebel forces in 2003, the United States, Britain and Nigeria arranged for him to get asylum in 
Nigeria, under the correct assumption that his quick exile would reduce the bloodshed. Nigeria 
gave Mr. Taylor a safe harbor on the condition that he stop sending his minions out to rape, 
pillage and plunder.  
 
A report last year gave some weight to the argument that Mr. Taylor hadn't stopped his bad ways. 
The Coalition for International Justice charges that Mr. Taylor tried to destabilize Liberia, 
influence last year's elections and build a regional army. Specifics are vague, but it is true that Mr. 
Taylor's ex-wife, Jewel, was elected to the Liberian legislature in the same elections that swept 
Ms. Johnson Sirleaf to power. 
 
There's no law against Jewel Taylor's running for office. And it's tempting to think that it may be 
better just to let this sleeping dog lie. After all, Mr. Taylor still has many loyalists in Liberia with 
no qualms about taking to the streets again. 
 
But Ms. Johnson Sirleaf is taking a courageous, very risky step. It is incumbent upon America 
and Europe, which say they support justice in West Africa, to make sure that she and the new 
Liberian government get the necessary security aid, including United Nations troops if necessary, 
to handle any pro-Taylor backlash.  
 
For West Africans, who have endured more than a decade of war, there's no justice without peace.
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Irish Independent 
20 March 2006 
 
Irish troops braced to arrest former leader 
 
Don Lavery 
  
IRISH troops have been put on high alert to arrest Charles Taylor, the former president of Liberia 
who is wanted for war crimes, and bring him to face justice in a special court in Sierra Leone. 
  
Heavily-armed soldiers backed up by armoured vehicles are on stand-by in the capital Monrovia 
to bring Taylor to face trial in Sierra Leone after the Cabinet approved of the plan. 
  
In December, the Cabinet approved UN Resolution 1638 extending the Irish troops' role in 
Liberia to include the apprehension, detention and transfer of Charles Taylor. 
  
The role also involves protecting the court - which tries war crimes and includes one Irish judge - 
and to evacuate officials and judges in a security crisis. Taylor, who is living in Nigeria, has been 
accused of commiting crimes against humanity by aiding and directing a Sierra Leone rebel 
movement and trading gems and guns with insurgents infamous for chopping off lips, ears and 
limbs of victims. 
  
Now the new democratically-elected Liberian president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, the first woman 
president in Africa, has asked Nigeria to hand over Taylor. 
  
Nigeria is consulting with other African leaders on how to respond to the request and a collective 
decision is expected to hand Taylor over to the special court in Sierra Leone set up by the UN. A 
Defence Forces spokesman said the 430-strong Irish battalion, who form the UN's quick reaction 
force in Liberia along with a Swedish company, had been on stand-by since last weekend. 
  
He said as the 'quick reaction unit' in the 15,000 strong UN force, they were expected to play a 
leading role when Taylor is handed over in Liberia. 
  
A spokeswoman for the Special Court's prosecutor Desmond de Silva welcomed the news: "His 
cell is empty and awaiting his arrival," she said. 
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United Nations  Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 20 March 2006 

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

UN to withdraw 10 percent troops from Liberia  
MONROVIA, Mar 18, 2006 (Xinhua via COMTEX) -- The United Nations Mission in 
Liberia (UNMIL) announced at the weekend that it would withdraw 10percent of its 
peacekeeping troops from the West African country over a one-year period as part of its 
draw-down plan beginning this year. 
 

Obasanjo Begins Talks with AU Leaders On Charles Taylor  
By Kenneth Ehigiator  

Abuja, Mar 18, 2006 (Vanguard/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) --President Olusegun 
Obasanjo weekend began consultations with African leaders on how to handle the case of 
former Liberian President, Charles Taylor.  

A statement from the office of the Senior Special Assistant to President Obasanjo, Remi Oyo, 
stated that President Obasanjo is consulting with Chairmen of the African Union (AU) and the 
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS). The consultation, the statement 
continued "was in keeping with his commitment to give due consideration to any formal 
request from a democratically-elected government of Liberia  

Irish troops braced to arrest former leader  
Source: IRISH INDEPENDENT Date: March 20, 2006  
Don Lavery  

IRISH troops have been put on high alert to arrest Charles Taylor, the former president of 
Liberia who is wanted for war crimes, and bring him to justice in a special court in Sierra 
Leone. Heavily-armed soldiers backed up by armoured vehicles are on stand-by in the capital 
Monrovia to bring Taylor to face trial in Sierra Leone after the Cabinet approved of the plan.  

Local Media – Newspapers  

President Criticizes Nigeria and International Community on Taylor Issue 
(The News)  

• Addressing the UN Security Council in New York over the weekend, President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf criticized Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo and the international 
community for not acting much earlier to bring former leader Charles Taylor to 
justice.She said that Liberia was taking a rather courageous but risky stand on the 
Taylor issue as the country’s peace is fragile, adding that Mr. Taylor has many 
business interests and loyalists in Liberia. 

 
 
 
Political Party Officials Deny Holding Secret Meeting on Taylor 
(Heritage and The Informer) 
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• At a news conference in Monrovia over the weekend, former ruling National Patriotic 
Party (NPP) official Sando Johnson denied allegations that he and several other NPP 
members had held a secret meeting of a subversive nature at the home of former 
First Lady Jewel Taylor. He accused state security of harassing him and others 
because of their strong ties with former President Taylor, whose extradition request 
has generated tension in Monrovia, with his close associates expressing 
dissatisfaction. 

 
UNMIL Reduces Troops Level Soon   
(Liberian Express)  

• UNMIL announced this week in Monrovia that it would withdraw 10 percent of its 
peacekeeping troops from Liberia over a one-year period as part of its draw down 
plan, which begins this year. 

 
 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)  
 
U.S. Pledges to Support Liberia on Taylor’s Trial  

• In his speech to the Security Council which was released by the United States 
Embassy in Monrovia Saturday, United States Ambassador to the United Nations John 
Bolton said that the government of President George Bush would support President 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf’s efforts to bring former President Charles Taylor to justice.  

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Former Lawmaker Wants Labour Ministry to Suspend Issuing Work Permits to 
Aliens  

• Speaking to journalists over the weekend, former Bong County Representative Joseph 
Cornomia called on the Ministry of Labour to suspend the issuance of work permits to 
aliens and foreigners, adding that such action would help to create jobs for Liberians. 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Child Protection Group Calls for Awareness on Rape Bill 

• In a press interview Saturday, Children Smile Humanitarian Network Executive 
Director Othello James stressed the need for awareness activities on the Rape Bill and 
Inheritance Laws among rural Liberians. 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 

STAR RADIO (News culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
 
Development Group Reconditions Central Prison in Margibi County 

• In a press interview during the weekend, the Project Manager of a development-
support group, Aquarian Development International, Peter Charles said that his 
organization had completed renovation work on the Central Prison in Kakata, Margibi 
County. 

 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL 
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the 
UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi 
Armah at armahj@un.org. 

mailto:armahj@un.org
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BBC 
17 March 2006 
 
Liberia seeks end to Taylor exile  
 
Liberia has formally asked Nigeria to extradite former Liberian President Charles Taylor.  
A spokeswoman for Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo said he would put the request to other 
African leaders.  
 
A UN-backed war crimes tribunal in Sierra Leone wants to put Mr Taylor on trial for backing 
Sierra Leone rebels.  
 
He stood down as Liberian leader and went into exile in Nigeria in 2003 under an international 
deal to end Liberia's 14-year civil war.  
 
Liberian Information Minister Johnny McClain told the BBC that if the request was granted, Mr 
Taylor would be sent straight to Sierra Leone.  
 
The 15,000 United Nations peacekeepers in Liberia are under instructions to arrest Mr Taylor and 
transfer him to the Special Court for Sierra Leone if he sets foot on Liberian soil.  
 
'Empty cell'  
 
A spokeswoman for the court's chief prosecutor Desmond de Silva told the BBC's Focus on 
Africa programme that he welcomed the news that Mr Taylor may soon end his exile in Nigeria.  
 
"His cell is empty and awaiting his arrival," the spokeswoman said.  
 

 TAYLOR TIMELINE  
1989: Launches rebellion  
1991: RUF rebellion starts in Sierra Leone  
1995: Peace deal signed  
1997: Elected president  
1999: Lurd starts rebellion to oust Taylor  
June 2003: Arrest warrant issued  
August 2003: Steps down, goes into exile in Nigeria  

  
 
An official from Mr Taylor's National Patriotic Party said the news was "shocking".  
Mr Obasanjo has always refused to send Mr Taylor to Sierra Leone, saying he would only 
extradite him following a request from an elected Liberian leader.  
 
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf took power in Liberia in January after winning last year's elections and 
visited Nigeria earlier this month.  
 
Mrs Johnson-Sirleaf has previously said her priority is rebuilding Liberia, rather than putting Mr 
Taylor on trial.  
 
But before she briefed the UN Security Council in New York on the situation in Liberia, she 
confirmed the request, reports the AFP news agency.  
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"I asked the African (Union) leadership to bring the Taylor issue to closure," she said.  
 
Immunity  
 
Mr Taylor is accused of selling diamonds and buying weapons for Sierra Leone's Revolutionary 
United Front rebels, who were notorious for hacking off the hands and legs of civilians during a 
10-year war.  
 
He also started the Liberian civil war in 1989, before being elected president in 1997.  
Mr Taylor's supporters have said that he enjoys immunity from prosecution under the peace deal 
which saw him step down.  
 
But human rights activists have accused him of breaking the terms of that deal by trying to 
influence Liberian politics.  
 
Just before Mr Taylor stepped on a plane to take him to the south-eastern Nigerian city of Calabar 
in August 2003, he told Liberians: "God willing, I will be back."  
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BBC 
20 March 2006 
 
DR Congo rebel in landmark trial  
 
The leader of a Democratic Republic of Congo militia has become the first war crimes suspect to 
face charges at the International Criminal Court.  
 
Thomas Lubanga was transferred to ICC custody on Friday from DR Congo.  
 
He appeared before the court, based in the Dutch city of The Hague, to face three charges relating 
to the use of children in armed groups.  
 
The ICC was set up in 2002 as a permanent court to deal with war crimes and genocide around 
the world.  
 
"For 100 years an international court was a dream, now it's becoming a reality," said chief 
prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo.  
 
Mr Lubanga appeared on Monday before judges who were expected to deal with administrative 
issues before formally charging him at a separate hearing.  
 
Court Registrar Bruno Cathala told journalists Mr Lubanga had been examined twice by doctors - 
before leaving DR Congo, and on arrival at the Haaglanden Prison, in The Hague.  
 
'Victims mutilated'  
 
Mr Lubanga was arrested a year ago after nine Bangladeshi UN peacekeepers were killed in the 
volatile Ituri area.  
 
His ethnic Hema Union of Congolese Patriots has been battling rivals from the Lendu ethnic 
group, partly for control of Ituri's large deposits of gold.  
 
 

 CHARGES FACED BY LUBANGA  
Enlisting children under the age of 15 into armed groups  
Conscripting children under the age of 15 into armed groups  
Using children under the age of 15 to participate actively in hostilities  

  
 
Several teams of ICC investigators have been sent in recent months to Ituri, where more than 
50,000 people have died since the inter-ethnic war began in 1999.  
 
The BBC's Robert Walker, who has travelled widely in eastern DR Congo, says Mr Lubanga 
emerged as one of the most notorious warlords in the civil war of the late 1990s.  
 
Soldiers under his command are accused not just of murder, torture and rape, but also of 
mutilating their victims, our correspondent says.  
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In one massacre, human rights groups say, Mr Lubanga's militiamen killed civilians using a 
sledgehammer.  
 
At different times, the UPC was backed by both Uganda and Rwanda - DR Congo's neighbours, 
which were closely involved in its conflict.  
 
Some 17,000 UN peacekeepers are in DR Congo, tasked with ensuring that elections scheduled 
for June go smoothly.  
 
They have been backing up the Congolese army as it conducts raids against the numerous rebel 
groups based in the east.  
 
'Exception to the rule'  
 
Our correspondent says the challenge for DR Congo and the ICC is to bring to justice the many 
other warlords who committed crimes during the civil war.  
 
Rape and killings still continue in the east and for now the charges against Mr Lubanga are an 
exception, and impunity still the norm, he says.  
 
The ICC has also issued its first arrest warrants for the leaders of Uganda's rebel Lord's 
Resistance Army but they remain at large.  
 
It is also investigating alleged war crimes in Sudan's Darfur region.  
 
The existence of the court is strongly opposed by the United States, which fears its troops could 
face political prosecutions.  
 
Story from BBC NEWS: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/africa/4824772.stm 
 
 


