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Local News 
 
Kamajors Deny PMDC Lies / New Vision 
 
Security on Full Alert / New Vision 
 
Press Release (Human Rights Commission Sierra Leone / New Vision 
 
Significant Threat of a Rebel War / Awareness Times 
 
Do We Still Have Kamajors ? / Awareness Times 
 
Kabbah, Johnson-Sirleaf Sympathise With Konte / The New Citizen 
 
Textbooks Transcribe for the Blind / The Spectator 
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International News 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
 
Évacuation / Observateur L’Obs (Senegal) 
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Guinea Unions, Government Continue Talks Aimed at Ending Unrest / Voice of America 
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New Vision 
Thursday, 22 February 2007 
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Awareness Times 
Thursday, 22 February 2007 
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Awareness Times 
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The New Citizen 
Thursday, 22 February 2007 
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The Spectator 
Thursday, 22 February 2007 
 

 
 
 
[Thomas Allieu is an Outreach Assistant at the Special Court.]
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                                    United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 21 February 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
VOA 20 February 2007 

Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea Leaders Meet 
By Nico Colombant, Dakar  

The leaders of Liberia and Sierra Leone met in Guinea with embattled President Lansana 
Conte, amid concerns his forces have been trying to recruit former rebels in Liberia. The 
West African regional group ECOWAS is also trying to help defuse tensions in Guinea. Prior to 
the meeting in Conakry, Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf released a statement saying 
she would not tolerate Liberians being recruited as mercenaries. One of her spokesmen said 
she made the trip with Sierra Leone President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah to help bring peace and 
reconciliation to Guinea. The three countries are part of what is known as the Mano River 
Union. In nearby Burkina Faso, a mediator for the West African group ECOWAS, Ibrahim 
Babangida, met with the group's current head, Burkina Faso President Blaise Campaoré, and 
said he was pressing on with his own efforts. 

International Clips on West Africa 
 
Guinea unions insist on new premier as talks resume  
By Saliou Samb  

CONAKRY, Feb 21 (Reuters) - Union leaders in Guinea entered a second day of negotiations 
on Wednesday aimed at ending a crippling general strike, but they rejected the idea of a trial 
period for a prime minister whose nomination they oppose. Strike leaders are demanding 
President Lansana Conte, a reclusive diabetic in his 70s, cede power. They re-launched the 
stoppage after Conte chose a close ally, Eugene Camara, as prime minister despite having 
agreed to name a consensus figure.  

VOA 21 February 2007 

Guinea: ECOWAS Presents Report on the Way Forward 
By James Butty, Washington, D.C.  

Last week, the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) sent a delegation to 
Guinea to assess the crisis in that country. Tuesday, the delegation submitted a report to 
ECOWAS Chairman President Blaise Compaore of Burkina Faso and African Union Chairman 
President John Kufuor of Ghana. Mohamed Ibn Chambas is executive secretary of ECOWAS. 
He said the report talks about the way forward in Guinea.  

 
Local Media – Newspaper 
 
Newspaper Publisher “Wanted” for Publishing Obscene Photograph  
(The Analyst, New Democrat, Heritage, The Inquirer, Daily Observer, The News, Public Agenda and 
National Chronicle) 
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• The Commissioner of the Criminal Investigation Division of the Liberian National 
Police, Steven Zargo yesterday declared the Publisher of The Independent newspaper, 
Mr. Sam O. Dean wanted because his paper violated the Penal Code of Liberia, 
prohibiting the dissemination of obscene materials without minimizing the risk of 
exposure to children under 16.   

• The Independent, on Tuesday published a photograph of Presidential Affairs Minister 
Willis Knuckles in orgy with two ladies. Commissioner Zargo added that the Liberian 
National Police would meet with the leadership of the Press Union of Liberia on the 
matter.  

• Meanwhile, the Liberian Government yesterday threatened to arrest and prosecute 
anyone found reproducing or selling the photos.  

• At the same time, members of the public have called for the resignation of Minister 
Knuckles, alleging that the sexual act was an abuse of office. 

 
Guinean Government Protests “Recruitment” of Liberian Mercenaries  
(National Chronicle) 

• The Republic of Guinea, through its Ambassador to Liberia, has registered its disgust 
to the Liberian Government over what it believes to be the “continuous recruitment” 
of Liberian mercenaries by some Guinean opposition leaders. Guinea’s complaint is in 
contradiction of the assertions by the Force Commander of the United Nations Mission 
in Liberia, Lt.-Gen. Isaac Chikadibia Obiakor, that there was no recruitment of 
mercenaries taking place inside Liberia.  

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 

     
Criminal Investigators Declare Newspaper Publisher “Wanted” 

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Johnson-Sirleaf and Kabbah Meet Conteh to Resolve Guinean Crisis 

• Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf of Liberia and Ahmed Tejan Kabbah of Sierra Leone yesterday 
met with Guinean President Lansana Conte in Conakry who assured them that he 
would consider some suggestions from civil society groups and trade unions to 
restore peace.  

• The Liberian leader said that if President Conte takes the steps discussed with him, 
the present calm in Guinea would last. She warned that any Liberian crossing the 
border to participate in the conflict would be violating the Laws of Liberia and would 
be dealt with accordingly.   

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Deputies Constitute Committee to Review House Standing Rules 

• The House of Representatives yesterday constituted a committee to review the 
printed version of its standing rules in order to infuse additional information. The 
Deputies argued that the addition includes Sections 41 and 42 which did not form 
part of the original rules of the House. A letter written to Plenary by Maryland County 
Representative James Binney on the issue triggered the decision.  

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
 
Public Procurement Workshop Underway for Government Ministries 

• The Public Procurement and Concession Commission will today, Wednesday start a 
10-day workshop for Procurement Directors at government ministries and agencies 
under the facilitation of experts from the World Bank to ensure that procurement 
practices at government ministries and agencies in line with the standard of the World 
Bank.    

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
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Public Call for Resignation of Minister for Sexual Impropriety 
• During a Radio Veritas sampling of the views of the public following the publication of 

an “outrageous pornographic” photo of the Minister of State Willis Knuckles and two 
women, members of the public called for his immediate resignation, and added that 
the sexual act was an abuse of office. 

• At a news conference, Mr. Knuckles allegedly admitted to the act without saying 
bluntly that it was true, but regretted the pointless embarrassment the episode 
brought to his marriage of 37 years, family members and all other associates. 

• At the launch of the sexual exploitation and abuse campaign organized by the 
Ministry of Gender, President Johnson-Sirleaf called on men not to use their power 
and wealth to abuse young girls and women. 

 
Star Radio (News culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
 
Emergency Power Faces Setbacks 

• The Liberia Electricity Corporation Public Affairs Director Slewion Titoe said that the 
Government’s Emergency Power Program was encountering a major setback as its 
central power plant had a complete breakdown. The plant, which has an output of 
1250 KVA supplies electricity to central Monrovia. Mr. Titoe told reporters that 
engineers from the LEC and Volta River Authority were making frantic efforts to 
identify the problem.  

 
Liberian Refugees and other Nationals Flee Guinean Conflict 

• Correspondents said that scores of Liberian refugees and other nationals have crossed 
into Liberia through the Liberian border town of Yekepa in Nimba County. One of the 
fleeing Liberians, Mr. Harris Wowoah stated that the refugees took advantage of the 
relaxation of the curfew in Guinea.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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Observateur L’Obs (Senegal) 
Sunday, 21 January 2007 
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The Chambers of Sir Desmond de Silva QC 
Thursday, 22 February 2007 
 

Latest news - Thursday 22nd February 2007 

Sir Desmond de Silva QC 

Chambers wish to congratulate Sir Desmond de Silva QC for receiving his Knighthood in the 2007 New 

Year’s Honours list 

 

http://www.2pb.co.uk/barristers.php?id=1
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Voice of America 
Wednesday, 21 February 2007 
 
Guinea Unions, Government Continue Talks Aimed at Ending Unrest 
 

Union and government officials in Guinea have entered a 
second day of talks aimed at ending a strike that has led to 
weeks of political unrest. 

A union spokesman tells VOA that the two sides are meeting 
again in the capital, Conakry Wednesday after initial 
negotiations late Tuesday.  

He also says the union has rejected a proposal to give Prime 
Minister Eugene Camara a so-called "trial period." 

Camara is a close ally of President Lansana Conte. Unions 
resumed a general national strike nine days ago after Camara's appointment, saying the president 
reneged on a deal to name an independent politician in that post. 

 
Union leader Ibrahima Fofana, 
center, declines to speak to the 
press as he leaves a meeting 
with government 
representatives in Conakry, 20 
Feb. 2007 

The leaders of Sierra Leone and Liberia were in Conakry Tuesday, where they urged President 
Conte to find a solution to the country's political crisis.  

Officials say the leaders expressed fears that violence in Guinea could destabilize the region.  

Two waves of violent anti-government protests and rioting in Guinea have left more than 100 
people dead. President Conte imposed martial law last week to try to end the violence.  

Unions initially began their strike in January to protest widespread poverty and alleged corruption 
in President Conte's government. 

Mr. Conte has ruled Guinea since taking power in a 1984 coup. 

 


	Latest news - Thursday 22nd February 2007

