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Cocorioko website 
Tuesday, 23 January 2007 
http://www.cocorioko.net/HingaNormantoundergosurgerythisweek.html 
 
Hinga Norman is Being Well Taken Care of in Senegal 
  
Reports reaching COCORIOKO state that it is not all doom and gloom for former Interior 
Minister Hinga Norman. He is being well taken care of in Senegal. 
  
Former Sierra Leone Ambassador to the United States, Mr. Ernest Leigh told forumites at the 
COCORIOKO forum today that reports from Senegal showed that Norman was not in a 
maximum security prison after all.  Said Mr .Leigh: "My own information regarding the situation 
with Chief Norman and Mr. Sesay in Senegal is summarized as follows."   
  
"They are not in any military prison or dungeon as inaccurately and widely reported previously. 
Both men are in a military hospital in Dakar, considered to be the best medical facility in Senegal. 
They are in the VIP wing which is otherwise reserved for government ministers. Each has his 
own private room, air conditioning, television and private bathroom. "  
  
"This information is from a source in Freetown who is privy to the arrangements in Dakar for the 
two Special Court defendants and whom I have personally known and dealt with for 
approximately 10 years as a knowledgeable, trustworthy and reliable individual.  
I thought this info might be helpful in clearing the air." 
  
The Chief of Press and Public Affairs at the Special Court, Mr. Peter Andersen, over the weekend 
stated emphatically that Hinga Norman was given notice about his trip to Senegal four months 
ago He said :  "Come to think about it, he knew before September 15 because that's the day I  
took passport photos of him and Issa" 
  
According to reports received by this newspaper, Chief Hinga Norman may likely undergo an 
operation this week.  
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The Monitor (Kampala)  
Monday, 22 January 2007  
 
Sebutinde to Head Taylor Tribunal  
  
By Solomon Muyita and Angelo Izama, Kampala  

UGANDAN High Court Judge Julia Sebutinde has been handed the high profile trial of former warlord 
and ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor.  

Ms Sebutinde is currently attached to the United Nations Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL). Mr 
Taylor is facing charges of crimes against humanity and violations of international humanitarian law 
including murder, rape and the recruitment and use of child soldiers during the war in Sierra Leone. His 
indictment for war crimes is the first for a former African head of state.  

In a statement last week, the SCSL said Sebutinde was elected presiding Judge of Trial Chamber II which 
will try Taylor in The Hague.  

Principal Judge James Ogoola said he had not known about Ms Sebutinde's appointment but described it as 
exciting. "As head of the High Court, I am very excited that one of our own has been found capable to 
head this high-powered court set to try a head of state of one of our friendly countries. Ugandans should be 
happy as this speaks volumes about the capability and independence of our High Court. We will give her 
our support," he said.  

Justice Sebutinde, a British-trained lawyer, has had an illustrious career in Uganda since she was called to 
the bar in 1979.  

She was appointed Judge of the High Court in 1996. However, she is better known as the head of three 
high-level commissions of inquiry she conducted on behalf of the Uganda government between 1999 and 
2001.  

She courted controversy with her tough handling of witnesses during investigations into corruption in the 
Uganda Police Force, the purchase of junk helicopters by the Ministry of Defence as well as graft in the 
Uganda Revenue Authority (URA).  

During the URA inquiry, armed gunmen attacked Justice Sebutinde's residence at night, and a 30-minute 
gun battle ensued with her guards. Another group of gunmen attacked her convoy in eastern Uganda. The 
URA inquiry fell on tough times when her two co-commissioners refused to sign the final report, accusing 
her of having written the biggest part of it alone.  

Justice Sebutinde was seconded by the government to the UN in 2005. The Special Court is an 
independent tribunal established jointly by the UN and the Government of Sierra Leone.  

It is mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in 
Sierra Leone after November 30, 1996. Justice Sebutinde's appointment comes after Uganda agreed to 
cooperate with the International Criminal Court in the pursuit of the commanders of the rebel Lord's 
Resistance Army. The Hague-based court has indicted five of the commanders for crimes against 
humanity. The LRA has in turn accused the government of committing atrocities in northern and eastern 
Uganda.  

Some critics, including former UN Undersecretary Olara Otunnu, are calling for prosecution of some of 
Uganda's ruling political elite.  

Charles Taylor has been in UN custody since shortly after he was captured while trying to flee Nigeria in 
March last year.  Taylor was taken to The Hague in June after Britain promised to incarcerate him if he is 
convicted.  
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The Patriotic Vanguard 
 Monday, 22 January 2007 
 
Sierra Leone: "Operation Green Horizon 2" Launched 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
UN AND SIERRA LEONE SECURITY COMPONENTS EMBARK ON J
“OPERATION GREEN HORIZON 2” IN SUPPORT OF SPECIAL COURT

 

The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) in collaboration with Sierra 
Leonean security agencies and UNIOSIL will be conducting a military exercise, 
“Operation Green Horizon 2”, in Sierra Leone from 21 to 28 January 2007. The aim of the 
exercise is to rehearse the protection of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL) in line with the 
provisions of the UN Security Council Resolution 1620 of 31 August 2005. 

The operation will involve the use of Land, Air and Marine components. These will comprise 130 
troops, 22 armoured vehicles, helicopters and a landing ship "MV Caterina". The land movement 
will commence on 21 January 2007 from Bo-waterside while the main activity will take place in 
Freetown from 24 to 26 January 2007. The rehearsal will end on 27 January 2007 with the Force 
returning to Monrovia by ship and helicopters. 

This is to inform the general public to please go about their normal routine duties without cause 
for fear or panic. 

Photo: UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon. 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 22 January 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
VOA 22 January 2007  
Liberia: All-Female Peacekeepers 
By James Butty, Washington D.C.  

The first all-female U.N. peacekeeping force made up of 105 Indian policewomen is set to 
begin a mission this week in Liberia.  Ben Malor is spokesman and acting chief for public 
information for the United Nations Mission in Liberia. He explained their time of arrival and 
their expected role in Liberia. “The expectation right now is that sometime from this morning 
as we are speaking that there will be an advance party of about 15 officials coming just to 
prepare the ground, and then in very early February we are expecting the full contingent to 
arrive here in Liberia and begin all the preparatory work to be part of the police team here in 
the United Nations, working at the invitation of the Liberian government, but particularly 
together with the Liberian National Police to maintain peace and order in Liberia,” he said. 

International Clips on West Africa 
 
There were no relevant stories on West Africa in the international media today. 
 
Local Media – Newspaper 
 
Liberian Leader Reaffirms Liberia’s Commitment to ECOWAS Protocol 
(The Analyst, Liberian Express, National Chronicle, Public Agenda and The News) 

• In a statement delivered at a summit Heads of State of the Economic Community of 
West African States in Burkina Faso, President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf said that the 
country will work towards peace and stability in the sub-region.  

• President Sirleaf disclosed that Liberia would work for the peaceful resolution of the 
Ivorian crisis and offered to mediate to end the Guinea-Sierra Leone stalemate over a 
territory lying between the two Countries. 

 
Contact Group on Liberia Demands Independent Probe in Bribery Saga 
(The Inquirer, The Analyst, The Independent, Liberian Express, The Monitor, National Chronicle, The 
Informer, Public Agenda, Heritage and The News) 

• In a statement issued over the weekend, the International Contact Group on Liberia 
(ICGL) expressed concern over allegations of bribery against members of the House 
of Representatives and demanded that an independent investigation be conducted. 
The group noted that recent developments at the House of Representatives were 
impeding the National Legislature’s ability to conduct the business for which its 
members were elected. 

 
Former National Transitional Government Leader Probed 
(Daily Observer, Liberian Express, National Chronicle, Public Agenda, Heritage, The News and New 
Democrat) 
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• Speaking to reporters at the Justice Ministry last Friday, the former Chairman of 

the National Transitional Government of Liberia, Mr. Charles Gyude Bryant said that 
he was disappointed that his “executive decision” would be investigated. 

• Mr. Bryant is being questioned in connection with an ECOWAS audit report which 
implicated him and others to corruption during the tenure of the former Transitional 
Government. 

 
 
 
 
UNMIL Ghanaian Peacekeepers Decorated with UN Medals 
(The Analyst, Public Agenda, and The Informer) 

• During a ceremony to decorate Ghanaian soldiers serving with the United Nations 
Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), the Special Representative of the Secretary General, Mr. 
Allan Doss declared that the Mission’s was still on and therefore urged UNMIL forces 
to remain vigilant in providing a secure environment for the sustenance of peace in 
the Country. He praised the peacekeepers for their vital role in maintaining the peace. 

 
Police Launches Recruitment for Female 
(New Democrat, Public Agenda and The News) 

• The Liberian National Police and its partners including the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia, over the weekend launched a “special education program” to encourage 
female applicants who are high school drop-outs to join the force. 

• At the launching, Vice President Joseph Boakai assured the recruits that the 
Government would ensure that the needed assistance be given the police to ensure 
dignity, efficiency and professionalism. 

 
Official Chairs of House Speaker and His Deputy Removed from Pavilion 
(National Chronicle and The Independent) 

• Impeccable sources over the weekend told correspondents that some employees of 
the General Services Agency (GSA) transferred from the Centennial Pavilion to the 
Unity Conference Center in Virginia, the “Official Chairs” of the Speaker of the House 
of Representatives and the Deputy Speaker where “renegade” members of the House 
of Representatives were convening. The sources believe that the move was in 
compliance with a directive from the “renegade” lawmakers who had passed a “Vote 
of No Confidence” in House Speaker Edwin Snowe.   

 
Central Bank of Liberia Foresees Inclusive Financial Sector 
(Daily Observer, The Monitor and The Informer) 

• Speaking at a national stakeholder’s workshop on the inclusive financial sector, the 
Governor of the Central Bank of Liberia, Dr. Mills Jones announced that the Bank has 
embarked on a campaign to strengthen the Liberian banking sector, focusing on a 
national micro-finance program as a step towards improving the livelihood of citizens. 

 
Chinese President to Visit Liberia in February 
(The Informer) 

• The Informer said that Chinese President, Hu Jintao will visit Liberia in February and 
will hold talks with President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf. He will also tour projects being 
funded by his Government and visit the Chinese contingent at UNMIL. 

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
 
President Assures ECOWAS of Liberia’s Support to End Ivorian Crises 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)  
 
Former Interim Leader to Reappear for Questioning for Corruption Today 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Official Chairs of House Speaker and His Deputy Transferred   
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(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Agriculture Ministry Faces Shortage of Trained Manpower 

• The Acting Deputy Minister of Agriculture for Technical Services, Mr. Solomon Helb 
Williams complained that the Ministry of Agriculture lacked qualified and trained 
Liberian agriculture extension workers, but disclosed that the Ministry has embarked 
on a massive recruitment exercise to scout Liberians who left the Ministry to join local 
and international organizations in the Country as the Ministry has earmarked several 
agriculture programs throughout the Country to be managed by trained Liberians.  

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
 
 
 
Star Radio (News culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
 
 
Senators Meet to Resolve Impasse over Venue 

• Sources at the House of Senate told correspondents over the weekend that members 
of the Senate met at the residence of Vice President Joseph Boakai to find a 
compromise in the impasse over the proper venue to conduct the business of the 
House. One group of the Senate had questioned the “Constitutionality” of the body 
sitting in the Township of Virginia in contravention of the Constitution of Liberia which 
stipulates that the National Legislature sit in the same city to conduct Legislative 
affairs.       

 
By-Election Candidate Says Opponents Use State Vehicle for Campaign 

An independent candidate in the Nimba County District #6 by-election, Mr. Peter 
Wonokay alleged that some of his opponents, whom he did not name, were using 
government vehicles to campaign and that he has already complained to the National 
Election Commissions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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UN News Service (New York)  
Monday, 22 January 2007  
 
Commander of Indian Female UN Police Unit Arrives in Liberia with Advance Team   

The commander of an all-female Indian United Nations police unit has arrived in Liberia as part 
of an advance team that will pave the way for the landmark deployment of a 125-strong force 
later this month, the first time the world body has sent an all women specialized police unit to a 
peacekeeping operation.  

Commander Seema Dhundiya, who will head the Formed Police Unit (FPU), arrived in the capital 
Monrovia on Sunday along with logistics and engineering specialists who will prepare for the rest 
of her unit, which is expected to arrive around 29 January, said UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
spokesman Ben Dotsei Malor.  

The FPU contingent will consist of 125 personnel, made up of 103 female officers and 22 male 
staff serving in logistics roles. The women will be formed into three platoons of 30 women each, 
comprising one platoon leader and 29 officers, and while the contingent will be based in 
Monrovia they may be deployed anywhere in the country.  

India's decision to send the all female officers to assist the UNMIL operation was announced last 
September and over the past few months the team has been undergoing intensive training. The 
UN has had increasing success with FPU's over the past few years as a means of bridging the gap 
between regular and lightly armed police and fully armed blue helmets.  

The FPU, which will be better armed than a regular unit, will provide general support to UN 
police activities in Liberia, including protecting UN officials and civilian police as they perform 
their duties, plus also acting as a rapid reaction force for crowd control and helping train local 
police officers, the world body said.  

The female FPU represents further effort by the UN to attract women police officers into their 
peacekeeping operations worldwide, because as of the end of 2006 while there were around 8,482 
staff serving worldwide, only 454 - around four per cent - were women officers.  

In a related development, the Secretary-General's Special Representative in Liberia Alan Doss 
today urged all young women who are interested in joining the country's police to apply to a UN-
backed programme that aims to bring the educational level of potential recruits up to a high 
enough standard that they can apply to join.  

"This is an opportunity to not only enhance your education, but, if you successfully pass the test, 
you can join the LNP (Liberia National Police) and help make a difference to your country, 
especially the women of this country," he said.  

The Vice-President of Liberia, Joseph Boakai launched the pioneering Education Support 
Programme for potential female recruits of the LNP at the Education Ministry in Monrovia today, 
a programme that was planned and implemented by the UN Police, the LNP, and the Ministries of 
Education, Justice and Gender & Development.  

Mr. Doss said that the programme was initiated to meet the target of 20 per cent female 
representation in the LNP, adding that it is not about lowering standards but about helping women 
raise their standards of education so that they can join the national police force.  
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In a separate development, the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for 
Recovery and Governance, Jordan Ryan, travelled with Liberia's Minister of Finance, Antoinette 
M. Sayeh, to Maryland County on Saturday to assess the reconstruction needs after the 
devastation caused by 14 years of civil war.  

"We are delighted to join forces with the Government of Liberia and have this fact-finding visit to 
see how the Government and the United Nations can work together to address the needs of the 
county," Mr. Ryan told UNMIL Radio.  
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Guinea police clash with strikers  
 
Security forces in Guinea have clashed with demonstrators, calling on 
President Lansana Conte to resign on the 13th day of a general strike.  

At least 17 people died in running battles with police in the capital, Conakry 
and other towns. Ten people were killed in clashes last week.  

A BBC correspondent says many thousands took to the streets in the biggest 
protests since the strike began.  

Marchers were chanting "Enough" and "Bye Bye Conte".  

Guinea's unions and opposition parties say President Conte is too sick to 
govern.  

The strikers also accuse Mr Conte of mismanaging the economy and personally securing the release from 
prison of two men accused of corruption.  

Countrywide protests  

Some 30,000 demonstrators matched through Conakry, heading for the parliament building.  

They were blocked at the 8 Novembre bridge, which separates central Conakry from the suburbs, by security 
forces, who opened fire, witnesses say.  

"There are at least 100 injured. The number of dead can be estimated at 11, 
but we have to finalise the count... the injured are still coming in," a doctor in 
Conakry's Donka Hospital told Reuters news agency.  

Deaths have also been reported in the town of Siguiri and Kankan.  

There were also mass protests in the towns of Pita, Dabola and Telemele, 
reports the AFP news agency.  

On Saturday, Mr Conte made a speech on television, asking for the support 
of the people and the army.  

"Those who want power must wait their turn. It is God who gives power and when he gives it to someone, 
everyone must stand behind him," he said.  

"Guineans must remain united, above all us soldiers, because we must be proud of wearing the uniform, a sign 
of allegiance to defending the country."  

Dialogue plea  

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and the African Union head Alpha Oumar Konare have called for 
dialogue between the two sides.  

Mr Ban said he was concerned about the loss of life during the protests.  

The protesters say they will 
continue until the president 
steps down 

 

BBC Online 
Monday, 22 January 2007 
 

Strongman feels the heat



 24

Presidents Abdoulaye Wade of Senegal and Olusegun Obasanjo of Nigeria 
are expected to go to Guinea to try and mediate.  

Food prices are said to have risen sharply in Conakry, with shortages of staple 
foods including rice and bread.  

Hundreds of people are said to have been arrested since the strike began.  

Mr Conte seized power in a 1984 coup but has since won three elections.  

He is in his 70s but suffers from diabetes.  

The current general strike is the third in the last year.  

The strikers were prevented 
from reaching the city centre 
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Voice of America 
Monday, 22 January 2007 
 
Guinea Protests Turn Deadly 

Clashes in Guinea between protesters demanding the president's resignation and security forces claimed at 
least 20 lives and led to dozens of injuries. VOA's Nico Colombant reports from our regional bureau in 
Dakar. 

Doctors in the capital Conakry said most of the victims had been shot 
at with real bullets. 

Union leaders had called for large marches to begin on Monday, 
despite a government ban and a heavy military presence.  

Youths took to the streets in the early morning hours, moving from 
the suburbs of the capital closer to the center. 

Most of the shooting took place midday when waves of protesters 

approached the presidential palace and other government buildings. 

 
Protesters march during a 
demonstration, part of a general 
strike in Conakry, 22 Jan 2007 

Soldiers in an armored vehicle 
prepare to face protesters in 
Conakry 

The protesters called on President Lansana Conte to resign, saying he 
was a dictator who cheated in elections. 

At one point, according to eye witnesses, security forces lobbed a 
grenade into an area where doctors were treating some of the 
wounded. 

Local journalist Maseco Conde says union leaders were detained after 
nightfall. 

Earlier, in a raid led by the president's own son, a special security force attacked an area where union 
leaders were meeting.  

Deadly violence was also reported in other cities.  

Analyst Gilles Yabi, with the Brussels-based International Crisis Group, says the protests would probably 
fizzle if a new prime minister was named. 

"The minimum compromise would be the appointment of this prime minister with full powers, a kind of 
neutralization of President Conte," said Gilles Yabi. "And even this can be acceptable to the population. 
What the Guineans have been asking really now is for Conte to leave them, to go into a village, even 
retaining the title of president but not interfering in the affairs of the country, not interfering in the justice 
and not plunging and maintaining the country in a situation of dire poverty." 

Guinea's opposition leaders said they feared they would also be arrested.  

Mr. Conte declared Sunday he will stay in power and called on the army and population to support him.  

The protests, which started 13 days ago, were sparked by the release of two of the president's aides who 
had been arrested as part of a corruption investigation. The diabetic, chain-smoking, Mr. Conte fired his 
prime minister last year and has ruled alone ever since. 
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Rwanda return to violence warning  
 
The Rwandan authorities must deal with the killings of survivors 
of the 1994 genocide, says Human Rights Watch.  

A significant number of witnesses in the traditional judicial 
process, known as gacaca, have been killed in recent years, says 
the US-based lobby group.  

Prompt and effective law enforcement is needed, or the deaths 
could trigger a new cycle of violence, HRW warns.  

Some 800,000 minority Tutsis and moderate Hutus were killed 
in 1994 by the Hutu-led government of the time.  

The report said 16 genocide survivors were killed in 2005 and seven in 2006.  

In one case, the murder of a genocide survivor sparked the reprisal killings of eight adults and 
children.  

"Reprisal killings have been rare in the past, but if they become more frequent, they could spur a 
new cycle of violence," warned Human Rights Watch spokesperson Alison Des Forges.  

HRW also raised concerns about the deaths of three suspects in police custody, who had been 
arrested over the killing of a gacaca judge.  

"In any society, deaths in custody at the hands of law enforcement must be subject to the highest 
scrutiny," said Ms Des Forges.  

Last week, Rwanda's cabinet approved the scrapping of the death penalty for genocide suspects 
abroad, including the UN court in Tanzania.  

The Arusha tribunal has convicted just 27 people and is due to wind up in 2008, when most cases 
are likely to be transferred to Kigali.  

The gacaca courts were 
supposed to bring 
reconciliation 

 

BBC Online 

Monday, 22 January 2007 
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AllGambian.net (Onalaska)  
Monday, 22 January 2007  

Immunity From Jurisdiction - Ruling And Former Heads of States  
  
By Binneh S. Minteh 

Immunity to ruling and former heads of states has become a heated debate in the modern 
dispensation of international law as they had always enjoyed total impunity for crimes against 
humanity. However with the robust transformation of International law, head of state immunity 
has begun to take a u-turn. In upholding and respecting the universal norms of human rights and 
making leaders accountable to their own people, it is my contention that both former and ruling 
heads of states be stripped of immunity for gross violations of human rights and crimes against 
humanity.  

As a fundamental doctrine of international law immunity allows an accused to avoid prosecution 
for criminal offences. The first type of immunity is functional immunity, or immunity ration 
material which arises from customary international and treaty law conferring immunities on those 
performing specific functions of states. Under this immunity, any person who whiles performing 
a state function commits a criminal offence is immune from persecution. This is so even if the 
person no longer performs function of states. It is also limited in the acts attached and unlimited 
in time. However recent events in the dispensation of international law has shown that functional 
immunity, even available as a defense to persecution for local or domestic crimes or civil liberty, 
does not serve as a defense to an international crime ( crimes against humanity, war crimes and 
genocide). These proceedings have developed in the jurisprudence of the international criminal 
court in the case of the Democratic Republic of Congo versus Belgium, in former Yugoslavia, 
Rwanda and most recently in Sierra-Leone.  

In the case of the prosecutor of the special courts of Sierra-Leone versus Charles Taylor (Former 
President of Liberia), such a jurisprudence was adopted after a warrant of arrest was issued to the 
Ghanaian authorities whiles the later was in Accra (Ghana) for a peace meeting. The special court 
for Sierra-Leone indicted Charles Taylor in March 2003 whiles in office. On 17 counts Taylor 
was accused of planning, preparing, instigating, ordering and committing or otherwise aiding and 
abetting in the planning, preparation or execution of crimes such as terrorizing the civilian 
population and collective punishments, unlawful killings, physical and in particular sexual 
violence, use of child soldiers, abductions and forced labor, looting, burning and attacks on 
peacekeepers. However the arrest warrant issued to Ghanaian authorities brought a lot of legal 
wrangling in the case of incumbent Heads of States indicted by such international criminal 
tribunals. The reasoning of the court in this particular case was based on two consecutive 
arguments. First, the special Court is an international criminal court and second consequences of 
the legal nature is that "a provision in its statute denying immunity can be opposed to Taylor".  

The entire analysis of the court's legal nature, national or international, would not have been 
necessary if the question of whether immunity applies to an incumbent official depended on 
factors other than the nature of the special Court, for example, the nature of the crime. Taking a 
close look at the various provisions in the statutes of other international criminal courts ( 
Nuremberg, ICTY, ICTR, ICC ) that deny immunity to officials, the special court seemed to hint 
at this by stating: "The nature of the offences for which jurisdiction was vested in those various 
tribunals was instructive as to the circumstances in which immunity is withheld". The court 
further declared that the nature of the tribunals has always been a relevant consideration in the 
question whether there is an exception to the principles of immunity. It became certain that the 



 28

prosecutor was poised by the nature of the court to issue the arrest warrant for an incumbent 
Head of State. Although such a consideration was inspired by gravity of crimes committed, the 
court referred to the paragraph in which the ICJ held that an 'incumbent or former Minister for 
Foreign Affairs' may be subject to criminal proceedings before international criminal courts, 
where they  

 

have jurisdiction. The special court admits that the reason for the distinction between national and 
international courts is 'not immediately evident' but it 'would appear due to the fact that the 
principle that one sovereign state does not adjudicate on the conduct of another state; the principle 
of state immunity derives from the equality of sovereign state and therefore has no relevance to 
international criminal tribunals which are not organs of a state but derive their mandate from the 
international community. In this case the court further referred to the judgment of the Pinochet 
trial, where the lord judges argued that 'there is no doubt that states have been moving towards 
recognition of some crimes as those which should not be covered by claims of state or Head of 
State or other official or diplomatic immunity when charges are brought before an international 
tribunal. The Court reached a conclusion that Taylor's official position at that moment he made 
the application was not a bar to prosecution by the Court.  

TO BE CONTINUED  

This paper was written with references from:  

SCSL-2003-01-I, The Prosecutor Against Charles Ghankey Taylor also known as Charles 
Ghankey MacArthur Dapkpana Taylor, Indictment, 7 March 2003  

Sarah M. Nouwen "The special Court for Sierra Leone and the immunity of Taylor: The Arrest 
Warrant Case  

 


