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POLITICS-SIERRA LEONE:
| Don't Have Any Case to Answer Before This Court”

Lansana Fofana

»| will be defending myself because as far as | am concerned, | don't have any case to
answer before this court,” said Sam Hinga Norman, Monday.

FREETOWN, June 22 (IPS) - The former Deputy Defence Minister of Sierra Leone and
coordinator of the tribal militias known as the "Kamajors” made the announcement before
cheering supporters in a special court set up to try war crimes in the West African country.

Although the court officially opened its doors in March, Norman is the first suspect to go on trial at
its specially-built premises in Sierra Leone's capital - Freetown.

During the 1990s, Sierra Leone acquired global notoriety due largely to the activities of the rebel
Revolutionary United Front (RUF), which fought first against President Joseph Saidu Momoh -
and later against President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. The RUF, financed by the profits of illegally-
mined diamonds, amputated the limbs, noses, ears and lips of hundreds of civilians.

After the war was declared over in Jan. 2002, the United Nations-backed court was given a
mandate to try individuals accused of bearing the greatest responsibility for war crimes such as
the RUF amputations.

The court has also thrown its net over the Kamajors, however, even though these militias fought
alongside government.

An eight-count indictment for war crimes, violations of international humanitarian law and the
recruitment of children as combatants has been filed against Norman and two other Kamajor
commanders. It's a move that has left the militia coordinator defiant.

”| took up arms to defend the dignity of Sierra Leone and to ensure that democracy was
reinstated.” he said this week. The militia leader has sacked his entire defence team, preferring
instead to represent himself in court.

Norman's trial has become a political hot potato for Kabbah's ruling Sierra Leone People's Party
(SLPP). Until his arrest and subsequent indictment a year ago, the Kamajor leader served in
government - and was also an influential member of the SLPP.

Last August, Kabbah testified before a truth and reconciliation commission in Sierra Leone that
he had not had any control over the actions of the Kamajors during the civil war.

In addition, Norman's supporters are furious at the fact that he has been put on trial. Local
newspapers reported this week that disbanded militia members are regrouping to stage
demonstrations against the court proceedings.



The three accused are also viewed as heroes by many civilians, who see them as having
restored a measure of sanity to the war-ravaged country.

"This is nonsense. How can they put Norman and the other Kamajor leaders on trial? They saved
our lives from the brutal rebel forces,” says Tom Kpaka, a civil servant whose two children were
killed during the war and his property destroyed.

Aminata Sesay, a trader living in the southern city of Bo, adds "This is justice turned upside down.
There is no way | can support the trial of Mr Norman and the Kamajor leadership. | and my entire
family were saved by the Kamajors when the rebels lined us up for execution in 1998.”

Nonetheless, two prosecution witnesses who are testifying against the militia leaders have related
horrific tales of murder, torture and mutilation of civilians by the Kamajors. One of them, a man
whose identity wasn't disclosed, said the militias had even engaged in acts of cannibalism.

"} have marks on my body to prove my point. | was tied with a rope and burning plastic dropped
on me repeatedly,” said the distraught witness, displaying his body to the court. He claims that his
brother was hacked to death in front of him because of allegations that both men had supported
the rebels during the war.

Apart from the three militia leaders, six other war time commanders - three each from the RUF
and the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) - are in the dock.

The AFRC under the leadership of Johnny Paul Koroma overthrew Kabbah's government in 1997
with the assistance of the RUF, but was later expelled by forces deployed by the Economic
Community of West African States. In 1999, the AFRC again joined forces with the RUF in a
failed bid to take control of Freetown.

However, two key accused have yet to be taken into custody - notably former Liberian President
Charles Taylor, now living in exile in Nigeria. The court has accused Taylor of bearing the
greatest responsibility for war crimes in Sierra Leone, for his role in backing the RUF in return for
so-called "blood diamonds”.

Koroma is on the run, while the man whom many Sierra Leoneans would probably most have
wanted to see in court, RUF leader Foday Sankoh, died last year.

The Chief Prosecutor of the court, David Crane, is determined to punish the masterminds of the
conflict.

"This is a complex case and it goes beyond the borders of Sierra Leone,” he told IPS. "1 will follow
the evidence wherever it leads. Therefore Charles Taylor must be turned over by the Nigerians to
answer to charges against him.”

Crane says more indictments may be served. But while some in Sierra Leone might relish the
thought of seeing their former tormentors on trial, others view the process as something of a
fuxury in this poverty-stricken country.

According to Michael Sandi, a mechanic, "The huge money being spent on the running of the
court could better be spent on the rehabilitation of victims of the war and battered infrastructure in
the country. | think the court is irrelevant.”

Unlike the UN tribunals set up to try war crimes in the former Yugoslavia and suspects from the
1994 genocide in Rwanda, Sierra Leone's court is operating within a strict time frame that
requires all trials to be completed before the end of next year.



The trial of the RUF commanders is scheduled to begin in the first week of next month.
(END/2004)
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STANDBY DEFENCE COUNSELS GRILL 4 PROSECUTION
WITNESSES WHO LINKED HINGA NORMAN TO KORIBONDO
ATROCITIES

Wednesday June 23, 2004

Four prosecution witnesses at the War Crimes Tribunal in Freetown have
linked the former Coordinator of the Civil Defence Force (CDF) Chief
Hinga Norman to atrocities committed in Koribondo by CDF fighters, also
known as Kamajors.

However, cross-examination from Hinga Norman, who is acting as his own
attorney and standby defence counsels has been blistering, gruelling and
vigorous and the defence has alleged inconsistencies in the statements of
some of the witnesses.

The prosecution's legal strategy is to link Chief Norman to atrocities
committed by the Kamajors at Koribondo, one of the alleged crime scenes
Lead Prosecutor David Crane said in his opening statement that war
crimes were committed by the Kamajors.

So far, the Prosecution has produced 4 witnesses , 3 of whom--- Nos. 1, 2
and 4 - testified that Hinga Norman held a meeting with the residents of
Koribondo , after the Kamajors attacked the town at which time he told
the people not to blame the Kamajors for what they did to the town
because he had ordered them to do so.

One of the witnesses said that Chief Norman told the people that they were
blessed they survived and he was seeing some people walking in the
town, because he had ordered the Kamajors not to spare any life and to

destroy everything,even the ants .The witness said Norman told
the meeting that he had commanded the Kamajors that if they see even an
ant's trail , they should follow it until they had killed that ant.

Though the witnesses' identities were concealed and they testified behind
barriers, reports said that Chief Norman in his cross-examination referred
to them by their real names , but the Prosecution raised an objection on
grounds of the safety of the witnesses and it was upheld by the trial



Judge, Justice Benjamin Itoe, who asked Norman to refer to them only as
Witnesses .

The legal strategy of the Hinga Norman defence is to discover
inconsistencies in the statements of the prosecution witnesses with a view
to discrediting and impeaching them and they have been doing a great
job with their rigorous cross-examination of the witnesses. Our reporter
said that through the sustained cross-examination , inconsistencies were
found in the testimony of witness 3 . The defence is alleging that the
testimonies of some of the witnesses are inconsistent.

Statements made by witness 3 in January 2003 were not consistent with
testimonies he had made under oath in May 2004.The court yesterday
briefed the defence on the procedures for impeaching a witness.

The CDF trial will take a break today until September. In today's
proceedings , there will be no testimonies. Rather, J udge Gelega King will
consider a request for leave to reapply for bail by indictee Morris Kallon.
His first appeal was turned down.



‘Special C
Me To Testity’

By Mohamed Mansaray

The fourth (4th) Prosecution witness of the Special Court for Sierra Leone 56-
year-old TF2-012 has admitted receiving Le300,000 from court officials on May
12 this year prior his appearance in court to testify. The money was meant to assist

the witness take care of his furming operations.

The witness made the ad-

niission whilst being
cross-examined vyester-

day by John Wesley Hall

Samue! Hinga Norman at
Court Room No. I, Jomo
Kenyatta Road, New En-
gland in Freetown.

The witness also admit-

Jr.. standby counsel for

the first CDF indictee tedreceiving Le2,000 per

ourt Paid

day for each of his seven
dependants around the
same period.

The witness had denied
receving money from court
officials in his initial cross-
examination, saying that he

Prosecutor David

Crane
did not know whether the
money he received was

SEE BACK PAGE

Witness Admits Recejving

payment for the services he is offering them.

The witness also said that he did not know whether he
was going to testify in court about monetary matiers
and that was why he did oot mention about it. He de-
nied receiving Le10,000 per day as allowance from court
officials as alleged by Defence Counsel.

However, a member of the Prosecution team, Adwou
Wiale tendered a document in court dated May 13, 2004
to justify the payment of Lel16,000 as daily ailowances
to witnesses under the court’s custody. The Prosecu-

Meoney Before Testimony

that.”

The witness claims to have been born in Gaula Wonde,
Wonde Chietdom in the Bo district, and a chief of Gaula
Wonde who joined the Kamajor movement after the war
ended. He was giving testimony about Kamajor activi-
ties at Koribondo befween 1997 and 1998.

Meanwhile a ruling s expected today on the request
made by first CDF indictee Samuel Hinga Norman for
certain facilities and review of his prison detention con-

tion Counsel would not say however, whether the dQQu- %ii»‘iiigo:;.m resumes today.
ment was officially published when asked by Jusiice - —
Boutet.
When Defence Counsel, John Westey Hall Jr. putitto
the witness that he did not zay the whole truth i cout.
the witness said: "1 can’t just answer a question like

C -~ .

o \\Qu\k‘ | At S



By Samuel John
Defence Council
Charles Margai
yesterday argued during
Cross-examinations ar
the Special Court gver
the reliability of the

fourth  Prosecurion

Witness. Counse] Margai
based his inconsistency to
the tact that the smt‘eméms
of the witness to that of hig
oral estimony are not
companble. The Counsel
who is representing the
third indictee  Alliey

R

Kondewa cited that the
witness = wags very
emphatic in his denial. Hé
stated that his first
statement ot January 19,
2003 he said. he was

From Front Page
court under. . cross-
2xamunatron that he said-
three houses. The witness
in. responding to another
guestion said openly that
certain portion of his
statement should not be
credited to him, as he never
said so. His response to
Counsel Margai’s question
made the latter to ask, “how
did that portion came into
the swatement. 151t a cause
for the Prosecution?” Atter
a legal argument between
the Prosecutor, the Defence
and the Bar, Justce
Bankole Thompson told

. N

Defence Counsel that the
“staterment was not made
under oath before this
court.” Counsel Margai
responded saying, “where
one could impeach a
witness, such could only
be done in relative of the
statement on oath.” He
went on, “that 15 the
inconsisiency, and this
witness could be
impeached.” During cross-
examination by Hinga

Norman's standby Counsef

Wesley Hall: the witness
agreed that he was receiving
the sum of Le {0, 000 per
day. The witness also

P ISt R

Segtor Kamajor

Commander, But under
o

i

disclosed that he was
not receiving the
amount on a-daily basts,
but received LedQ, 000
to L2300, 006 monthly
for family assistance.
The witness under
further “cross-
examination said that
each of his family
(compnising of twelve)is
receiving the sum of
Le2, 000 per day. He told
the Defence panel that he
had received so far the
sum of Le6G0. 000. The
witmess further made a
demial during cross-
examination from

A N

The

cross-examination bv

Detence Counsel Margai
the witness told the court,
“ldidn't say that. | said |
was sent to the Section
Chief.” Another
Inconststency Counsel
Margai tried 10 establish
was the statement the
witness made in which he
quoted Hinga Norman as
saying that all four
houses should be spared.

fourth witness
Conrd. Page 2
.

Charles-Margai saying,
*1 don’t know whether
the money [ receive was
payment.” He also
emphasised, " didn't
know [ was going to tatk

_about_monetary- affairs, 1 -—mof—identify the third

was here to testify that is

jefence query credibility of witn

why [ did not taik about
it.” Whentoid, “*youare ngt
speaking the whole tuth,”
the witmess responded, * {
can’t justanswer.a question
likethat " The wimess could

accused adding that he

TTARTY o — ~

CDF Initiator Aliey Kondewa

does not know him. However,
the Presiding Judge, Justice
Benjamin Itoe reqoested. the
Prosecution w0 make availsbie
the original copy-of the witness’
statement, following 1
submission by Counsel Charles
Margai.
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KAMAJORS:the anly civil defence militia indicted for cannibalism in the war

273,

LOOA,‘-

Spemai Court told how kamajors killed |
and \LhO])pEd Chief and Town Speaker!

THE SPECIAL Court has been told how kamajors after they took control
of the diamond-rich Tongo Fields between February and March 1998,
Killed and chopped both the chief of Lower Bambara chiefdom, Kenema
\runa Konowa, and his Town Speaker Brima Conteh, at Lalehun village.

\ member of the pros-
ecution team of the Special
Court, Joseph Kamara
said the tlesh and vital or-
gans of Chief Konowa were
openly cooked und eaten
by kamajors in the strests
of Lalehun and that Brima
Conteh, was also slaugh-
tered by the kamajors dur-
ing the same period.

head

The prosecutor said be-

" fore Conteh's death, he was

paraded in the town witha
cement block placed on his
head and was beheaded a
day after his arrest and that
also, 4 polythene hag con-
taining the chief’sintestines
and vital organs was spot-
ted with 2 kamajor named

Fayia,alias’' Yamoto," and
that it was cooked and
eaten by these kamajors.

boiled

Prosecutor Kamara alse
said the kamajors. mur-
dered Jusu Saly at Talia in
the Bonthe disirict and his
intestines were removed,
reasted and eaten with
boiled cassava,

Meanwhile, the Special
Court observed a minute
silence on the sudden death
of lawyer Terrence Terry
who was representing
Liberian president Charles
Taylor us wetl us Tumba
Ghorie of the former
AFRC-Ruf interregnum,
fust weekend.

T

|m

I

NORMAN:deputy



Fourth Witness Testifies

FOURTH WITNESS code-named TF2-012
led in evidence by the prosecution in the Spe-
cial Court, the 36 vear-old farmer said he was
born in Ngawula Wonde seven miles from
Koribondo Town.

He said he was out of Ngawula Wonde for 13
years and finally returned home in 1981. The
witness said he weat to Futa Gbejeh the very day
the army took over government in 1997 but he did
not sleep there. He returned to his home village
where he stayed for four months. [n between this
period, he said 50ld‘iers who were stationed at
Koribondo went to his village burned down houses
and kiiled people. As a result of the mayhem
caused by the soidiers, he and other survivors fled
to the bush where they spent five months. One
Friday while they were in the bush, the witness
said they heard gunshots, as such they could not
perform Friday prayers on that day.

Eventually, they were told to come out of the
bush that Koribondo had been captured by the
kamajors. The witness said he came out of the
bush and went to Koribondo on the fotlowing
Sunday to ascertain the information. To his great-
estsurprise however. he tound out that the town in
question was on fire while the kamajor militiz
were the oniy force in the township. "1 did net
steepin Koribondo but made sure that { went right
through th town before | finally returned to my

home town Ngawula Wonde,''the witness said.

The witness said that the very first time he saw
kamajors was in 1996 in Koribendo. "1 saw the
kamajors at the time when Chief Sam Hinga Norman
was installed Regent chief at Taiu,"hé said.

He said most of the kamajor members were from
Njaima Bongor. After the soldiers were driven out of
the area. all chiefs were instructed to join the kamajor
militia. Later at a large gathering in Bo Town, Chief
Sam Hinga Norman was introduced as the deputy
defence minister, 'the witness continued.

During this time. he said Chief Sam Hinga Norman
had been paying frequent visits to Talu and Koribondo.
After Koribondo had been tuken over by the kamajocs
they later met with the leader one Joe Tamidae, it was
at this meeting they were informed through a fetter
that Chief Sam Hinga Norman was going to visit them
at Koribondo. '

Members from five chiefdoms converged at the court
barri where chief Noemuan ind entourage met them.
"Chief Sam Hinga Norman disciosed to us that he
instructed Joe Tamingae to take over Koribondo and
ruze alf structures to the uround with the exception of
ne (Hinga Normun's) house, the mosque and the
churches. However, they were lucky enough because
Joe Tamindae did not do exactly what he toid him,"'the
withness said. Chief Hinga Norman said Joe Tamindae
should not be blamed tor what happened in Koribondo
but he, Hinga Norman, the witness continued.

At the end of the meeting the witness said he
returnedto Ngawula Wonde and briefed the Chief.
Two weeks later, the witness said another meeting
was convened in Koribondo but this time, they
obtained pass from Kamajor militia to go to the
courtbarri. At the court barri, Joe Tamindae was
formerty declared leader of the kamajor militia
and each chief wus asked to donate three bags of
rice and palm-oil. The witness said chief Sam
Hinga Norman was at the helm of affairs. The
fn‘al continues.
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“To try or not to try'’

THE SPECIAL COURT "A PROPHECY"

S VANDIE

The secret of bullding 2 na-
IO 13 10 XNoW what o forget.
You need a selectve memory
[t1s almest lixe mamage. [Fthe
IWO partiers Kesp on remem-
sertng every unkind word that
was ever utiered 0 2ach other
the marrage mav be doomed.

A Court- The Special Court-
has descended upon us with an
aumost Arcn-angelic superior-
1ty over the counirv's Lagal and
Judicial System. [t proclaims s
ilagsnip n lofty terms: TO
HELP CREATE PEACE
BASED ON JUSTICE [N SI-
ERRA LEONE

Bur would Court-room TRI-
ALS hesl the nauon's wounds
oF despen e sores und keep
it testenng?
PRISICILLA B. HAYNER
e best way 1o

suggests that
ctose oid wounds is sometime
0 re-open them igain and
cleanse out the vld wnfecton.

Sut nature and ume has 2 way
of nealing old wounds without
re-opening the sore. Sierra
Lzone- the flower of West At~
rica had a serene birth pang.
Alas tiltes thar tester smeil far
WOrse man weeds,

Une of the vustanding fea-
tures of the 3lerra Leonean
sociery s (s mability or unwill-
ingness o leurn Trom history,
from our coilecve past. [t's really
collecnive memory that makes a
Q4Ucn- S memory o the past, what
it nas done, what it aas sutfered
and waak o has enaured. As
Zumund Burke. e Ango-nsh Phi-
lesopher, coce advised:

POLITICAL
PRUDENCE
REQUIRES POLITICAL
SENSITIVITY TQ
HISTORY.

P=ople 'will not ok rorward

W0 posterity wilo never voked
backwards 10 thewr incestors
{Burke 790y

S LS JUnCIUre 4 oriet nistort-
Saloverview 1§ mstructve. The
vears 2nding m SEVEN in Si-
erra Leone’s recent past had
beesn one vt controversies, ur-
motl dnd violence,

Lerous oexamine AALF A
CENTLRY OF OUR PAST-
127, 1937 1967, 1977, 1987 1997,
(2007Y 19<7- {987 inshort.

947

This year witnessed the
Tirst surth remor 1 the memory

Author

of most Sierra Lzoneans.
Those who remember it on that
Frniday in Sierra Levne stiil re-
count swores ot the devastatuon.

2. 1947 also sharpened the
unsavoury divide bevween the
colony and the Protectorate
vver the 1947 Consilution. Dr.
Joe AD. Allle, one ot the
brigntest minas on Sierra Leone
History. vbserves:

The Tour-vear acnimoant-
ous polincal depate that fol-
lowed the iInooduction ot Gov-
ermor Stevenson's Consultu-
tnonal osroposal iy 1947
i TUCKER 2001 prepared the
tertile ground Jor
rivalry. Dr. Peter Tucker adds
with brutal tmu:

During the 1947 and 48 de-
bates the viliticanion ot the Pro-
rectorate ov colony nolincians
and ther prulosopny of doom
and gloom dominated the me-
dia in Freecown. (TLCOKER
2001

This distrust and murual sus-
picion demotished the Protec-
rorate (ACQUISITION OF
LAND BILL which promused
a unifled Land Tenure Svsiem
0 Sierra Lzone
Guences 3ull raunt us
Couraging husiness nterrises
0 :he Provinces.

eote:Nanve

The <onse-

ay d15-

The 19357 General Zlecuons
to the Legsianve Council was
held ina penod of political wr-

moll leading up 1o [ndepend-
encz (SCOTT 1960).

The elecuons led to the res-
ignation from the S.L.2.2 of
[ Albert Margar- Party

Chanman

S.T. Mavo-

ALl Massally
The symprtoms ot dechine and
polinicat chicanery were tvpical
and manifested wselt 2 decade

later.
Ultimazely the
decision to dig
into the details
of a difficult
past must
always be left
10 a country
and 11s people
to decide...

1967
This wunessed the first coup
d'zmat i independent Sierra
Lzone «ea by ihe Force Com-

[SFRN!

mander, Brigadier David

Lansana on 2lst March.

A Pandora pox O CouDps, mu-
any and mmgues Jormumnarted our
polincal landscape with ail the
amendant violence and nstapil-
v, On Thursdav 23rd March.

1967 Junior Army Officers
:aunched a "Counter Coup”,
arrested [asana and setup their
own Natonal Rerormaton
Council INRC) headed byv
Lieutenant Colonel Andrew T.
Juxon-Smuth,
1977

Massive students’ unrest of

Fabruary-April 1977 almost
broughnr the Stevens adminis-
tration onto its knees. Planned
and orchestrated at Fouran Bay
College, the demonstration
spread like a raging INfemeo nio
almost all Secondary Schools in
the country. 1t almost became
a pawrione duty o wreck Gov-
emment lnsuwutons, vehicles
and averything. The conse-
quences are still with us.

This vearagain witmessed vio-
lent students’ unrest which led
to the :emporary closure or the
University and an ‘anempred’
coup resulting in the arrest of
the First Vice President. Francis
Minah. who along with o
numoer ol others were zulilo-
uned. The 2conomy had been
30 plundered that by (987 .
majority of Siefra Leoneans
ved ar starvanon level,

1997 was a veritabie Gehenna
for Sierra Leone. The ARFC,
RUF coup of' May 23th (DA U
DAY) deries desenpon w s
qorror and savagery.

The puisch had the misfortune
otaccidenaily coinaiding witn
the OAL Summit in Harere,
The forum provided the needed
courage and platform tor a col-
lecuve voice of condemnanon- the
non-recogrinon and denuse ofthe
regume n Fresrown, i cail uncom-
mon among Ajfrica Leaaders.
1ABDUL FATAU-MUSA,

May 23th paved the disasrous
road 0 January n, 1999 No
Sierra Leonean. wuthin or with-
out, can ever forget Januarv Hth.

A agnily readable prose, THE
COMING OF THE KILLERS:
"OPERATION BURN
FREETOWN". sums up i
carnage. [(UMARU
DAVIES).

2007

20077 Pause! Thus story shail
a goodmun reach hls son
i3hakespeare, Henry V). Ex-
perience of past mials should
brng strength 0 Present Coun-
Ci.

Today, we are all a2 wounded
people n need ot healing. The
Special  Court with  its
adversarial procedure is based
on Western paradigm rather
than nistorical and cultural cal-
culation. The Government
snould 2nter the arena or wials
arter prolonged conrlict with
yreat care. Trial is not justce
of peace unul it has been re-
fined in the crucibles of expe-
flence and COmmon sense.

[t 1s better to let slippery aogs
lie than :o0 sut¥er them roam in
the wilds with ioud barks. 1t 1s
in this lght that radioonal wis-
dom hotds that there 13 2lo-
quence m sifence.

SIERRA [LEFONEANS
HAYE RELATIVELY

SHORT MIENS “IES
OF HAT
Bv 2003 cred
Leoneans h unt
behund then .- suuled
3 the hugh vt ne Ma

2002 Presidentia. wnd Parlia-
menary Elections. With arrests
and prosecution {or serious
2% | greatest responsidility )
lusive conesion s under
serious threat, The future of
this country rests in our own
nands. Experts would oniy as-
sist. None expresses if berer
than ALL A MAZRUIL a sen-
ous-munded African Comen-
tator and au acadenic o -
Knowledged weighin ric
You can teuch peuy s
Drav- N0W W LUt ik
how 0 Iy uthetrs
vhat you cannot feuch
18 how 0 govem themse
Further arrests and oo
son would only amuuint
simpie arfimmative: We .
LONGER ENje:
IMMUNITY risuys
FEAR WITHOUT
BEING AFRAILD.
The Arrica undersianag
Jusuce 13 RESTORATIVE. not
punutive. [t is to redress or re-
store a nalance that has been
We should take

SR osen-

orm askaw.,
PRISCILLA
auUSLY when si el
Cltimately the oo dig
U1t the detatls ol w JdICuUL past
MUST aiways be lefl w1 coun-
v und s people w decide and
in SOME COUNTRIES
THERE MAY BE REASONS
TO LEAVE THE PAST WELL
ALONE. (Havner 2001)
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By Odilia French
The United Nations
IntemationaIChildren’s
Fund (UNICEF) has

hailed the recent ruling ~

by the Special Court for
Sierra Leone that the
pegruitment or use of
children under age 1[5

cial

Su‘ring hostilities is a r
rime. According
UNI\CEF, this land%na;l?
rNulmg may “result in the
first ever conviction for
the recruitment of child
soldi,ers". The United
Nations body on Children
welcomed the court’s

decision as a bold effort to
-

hold perpetratrs
ac.countable for serious
crimes against children
following the Appeals
Chamber . decision
countering the assertion
by one of the accused that
he was immune from
prosecution because the

I e

From Front Page
recruitment or use of
‘children under 15 in
hostilities was not
established as a war,

crime during the period

of the Special Court’s
Authority, which dates
back to 1996. The motion
was dismissed by 2
majority of 3-1.
Executive Director of
UNICEF Carol Bellamy
said, “this ruling is an
milestone
it holds

important
because

perpetrators criminally
responsible. It should set
off alarm betls to armed
groups around the World
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future recruitment and
use of children in
hostilities.” In 2
published statement,
UNICEF also said that
the Court’s ruling came
at a crucial time when
poth girls and boys
continue to be recruited
to fight as soldiers in
adult wars. It disclosed
that tens of thou_sands of
child soldiers across the
globe are forced to
commit atrocities or are
used as cooks, porters
and for sexual purposes.
These children, the
statement claims, are
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brutality —inchiding physical
torture, sexual violence snd
rape. An estimated 6000 -
children, the statement 8ys,
were demobilized at the end-
of the civil war in'Siesra
Leone. It is also widﬁlyﬂ
believed that the: number of
children especially girls who
served in various capacities in
the armed groups is much
higher.” The Special Court has
indicted eleven persons from
all three of Sierra Leone
former warring factibns. “All
of them have been accused of
the recruitment or = use of
children as soldiers,” the
statement said.
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“a roadmag te opening up the continent...”

I Can't Be Punished for Taylor's 'Crimes', Former First Lady Tells UN

The NEWS (Monrovia)

NEWS

June 21, 2004

Posted to the web June 21, 2004
Monrovia

The wife of former President Charles Taylor says she and her children can't be punished
for an alleged crimes committed by her husband.

Mrs. Taylor said it is a "travesty of justice, and harassment of the highest order" for the
United Nations Security Council (UNSC) to freeze her assets and prevent her from
traveling at will.

Addressing Journalists at her Congo Town residence over the weekend, Mrs. Taylor said
as a Liberian, she has never committed any crime, neither has she been indicted by any
court that would warrant such a decision.

Mrs. Taylor contended that the decision by the UN Security against her is not justified in
any way.

"How can you punish the wife of a former President for an alleged crime she has not
committed is it because I am married to Charles Taylor? Why am I being treated this
way?" Mrs. Taylor asked.

According to the Former First Lady, as a citizen of Liberia, she is supposed to be
protected under the laws of the Liberia, especially when she has not committed any
crime. But she said this appears not to be the case.

"This Resolution precludes everything. This means, I may not have a job. How am I
going to support my children when I cannot work and travel at my will this is a travesty
of justice and in a way, I see this as a death sentence," Mrs. Taylor who appeared
frustrated expounded.

Asked what she intends to do in the wake of the Security Council's decision, the former
First Lady told reporters that she will write the Council and the UN Secretary General



Kofi Annan, protesting that her constitutional rights to free moment and survival as
provided for by the UN Chatter and the Liberian constitutional has been violated.

In the meantime, Mrs. Taylor said she would consult her lawyers this week to consider
taking recourse to the Liberian judiciary if her grievances cannot be addressed by the UN.

The wife of the former President said she has written the Transitional Government
requesting that the Government intervene to address the issue.

The Transitional Government, according to her, informed her through a communication
that she should take up the matter with the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL).

In order to get redress, Mrs. Taylor said she also wrote the head of UNMIL, Mr. Jacques
Paul Klein on the. Unfortunately, she explained, Mr. Klein has not replied to
acknowledge receipt of her letter.

Mrs. Taylor, who was appointed UNICEF Goodwill Ambassador in the campaign against
the spread of Aids two years ago, said it was totally unfair for the United Nations to
restrict her from traveling when the very Chatter of the organization speaks against it.

She wondered why women groups and human rights organizations are not speaking in
her favor, adding, "is it because I am the wife of Mr. Taylor?

Copyright © 2004 The NEWS. All rights reserved. Distributed
AllAfrica Global Media (allAfrica.com).
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Progressive Youth Discuss War Crimes in Liberia

The Analyst (Monrovia)
NEWS

June 22, 2004

Posted to the web June 22, 2004

The campaign for the effectuation of justice in Liberia gets stronger and stronger, as
Progressive Youth's Human Rights executives continue to stress the need for bringing
potential Liberian war criminals to justice, and ending female circumcision in Liberia.

According to the Thomarie's African Forum (TAF's) official press release from
Baltimore, Maryland, Progressive Youth of Africa's conference on African Youth
empowerment, participants from several African nations, including F.A. Sober,
Progressive Youth, Liberia's education and human rights Director have pledged their
relentless supports in the campaign for the establishment of war crimes court in Liberia to
prosecute Liberia's human rights violators.

In a related development, the President/CEO of the US based Progressive Youth Of
Africa, Inc, the Rev. W.

Kpannah Gowah Barnes used the opportunity to re-alert the international community,
especially the UN on the importance of Justice in Liberia.

He said, "it will certainly be a miscarriage of justice, if potential Liberian war criminals
are set free under the context of peace and reconciliation." The PYOA leader was quoted
as saying, "in the midst of peace and reconciliation, there exits laws, and it may be
possible like in previous scenarios to see that, the persistent compromising or ignoring of
these laws could one day serve as a recipe for another disaster." He also highlighted at the
conference that female circumcision in Liberia, which is seen continuously as a
humiliation is both torturous and most of all, an abuse against Liberian women.

In Liberia, through the Ministry of Internal Affairs, he noted, female circumcision has for
so long been practiced under the context of culture and traditions (Sande Society).

But he noted that, however that it has been criticized not only by the PY-Liberia's Human
Rights leadership, but also by other notable international human rights leaders across the
globe.
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Genocide Without Intent: ICTY Expands Legal Definition of Genocide

international Criminal Tribunal for Yugoslavia (ICTY)
Milosevic Trial - The Hague
22 June 2004

THE HAGUE - In a March 19, 2004 decision in the case of Prosecutor vs. Radoslav Brdjanin, the ICTY Appeals Chamber clarified
that a person can be found guilty of genocide even though that person does not have a specific intent to destroy an ethnic or
religious group in whole or in part. All that is required is that the person enter into a joint criminal enterprise of which genocide is a
reasonably foreseeable consequence and it occurs. The decision has important implications for Slobodan Milosevic.

The Court set down the legal rule in a decision overturning a Trial Chamber's acquittal of Radoslav Brdjanin for genocide. The lower
sourt found there was insufficient evidence that Brdjanin, charged for his leading role in ethnic cleansing of the Bosnian Krajina,
shared the specific intent to destroy a part of the Bosnian Muslims; therefore. he could not be guilty of genocide. The Appeals
Chamber held that was a misstatement of the law and reinstated the genocide charge against Brdjanin.

According to the ICTY statute, genocide occurs when any of a list of specified crimes is committed with the "intent to destroy, in
whole or in part. a national, ethnical, racial or religious group, as such.” The list of crimes includes killing members of the group,
causing serious »odily or mental harm to members of the group, and deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life calculated
to bring about its physical destruction in whole or in part. The statute punishes conspiracy, inciterent and attempt to commit
genocide as well as complicity in genocide and genocide itself.

The Appeals Chamber explained that a person can be held liable for criminal activity through various modes of liability, ... that of
a direct perpetrator (one who kills someone else), as a commander who orders his subordinates to violate the law or fails to prevent
or punish their crimes, one who facilitates (2ids and abets) the commission of a crime, or as a participant in a joint criminal
enterprise, among others. Further, there are three categories of joint criminal enterprise liability, as originally explained in the Tadic
case: 1) co-perpetration "where all participants in a common design possess the same criminal intent to commit a crime” and the
srime is committed: 2 active and knowing participation in a system organized to commit a crime, where the crime is committed (a
variant of #1); 3y sharing the common purpose of a joint criminal enterprise where crimes not part of that enterprise are foreseeable,
and those crimes occur.

In Tadic, the Appeals Chamber applied this rule to the charge of persecution, also a specific intent crime. In Brdjanin, the Chamber
has taken it one step further, applying the third category of joint criminal enterprise to genocide. Following this ruling, the Milosevic

Trial Chamber applied third category joint criminal enterprise in its recent decision dismissing the Amici Curiae's motion for acquittal
on genocide and complicity in genocide. The Court held the Prosecution had produced sufficient evidence to support a finding that

the Accused is liable for genocide under either direct genocide liability (which requires shared intent to destroy a part of a group) or
third category joint criminal enterprise liability (which requires only foreseeability).

The Appeats Chamber in Brdjanin explained the rule: "The third category of joint criminal enterprise liability refers to criminal liability
of an accused for crimes which fall outside of an agreed upon criminal enterprise, but which crimes are nonetheless natural and
foreseeable consequences of that agreed upon enterprise.” It went on to say, “Where that different crime [which falls outside the
agreed crimes] is the crime of genocide, the Prosecution will be required to establish that it was reasonably foreseeable to the
accused that an act specified in Article 4 (2) [murder, causing serious bodily or mental harm, etc.] would be committed and that it
would be commutted with genocidal intent.”

Denying the Amici's motion for acquittal on genocide and complicity in genocide, the Trial Chamber in the Milosevic case held, "[A]
Trial Chamber could be satisfied beyond reasonable doubt that the Accused was a participant in a joint criminal enterprise to
commit other crimes than genocide and it was reasonably foreseeable to him that, as a consequence of the commission of those
crimes, genocide of a part of the Bosnian Muslims as a group would be committed by other participants in the joint criminal
enterprise, and it was committed.”

http://www.cij .org/index.cfm?fuseaction=viewReport&reportID=>5 56&tribunallD=1&languagelD=1... 23/06/2004
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In other words. Milosevic could be found guilty of genocide even if he did not share the intent of those who perpetrated it. To
conclude that he is quilty of genocide under third category joint criminal enterprise liability, the Court must find: 1) two or more
nersons formed a group to commit a crime. such as forcible removal or deportation; 2) Milosevic was a member of the group and
shared their intent to forcibly remove Muslims from certain areas in Bosnia; 3) Milosevic could foresee that other members of the
aroup might commit genocide, in addition to forcible removal; 4) genocide was committed.

The Prosecution will have far less trouble proving Milosevic guilty of genocide under third category joint criminal enterprise liability,
than it will establishing his guilt of genocide itself, where they must show he intended the destruction of a part of the Bosnian
Mushims.

Submitted by Judith Armatta on 22 June, 2004

“ Top

WwWho's Involved

Defendent: Milosevic, Slobodan; ; Judges: Judge lain Bonomy Judge O-Gon Kwon Judge Patrick Robinson ; Prosecutors: Del Ponte,
Carla Groome, Dermot Nice, Geoffrey Uertz-Retzlaff, Hildegard ; Defence Counsel: Self ; Indictee Mentioned: Milosevic, Slobodan
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LIBERIA: UN peacekeepers extend reach towards Ivorian border

MONROVIA, 22 Jun 2004 (IRIN) - United
Nations peacekeepers extended their
reach in Liberia on Tuesday, for the first
time taking up positions in Maryland
County near the Ivorian border, UN
officials confirmed.

Their deployment leaves only one of the
West African nation's 15 counties without
a UN peacekeeping presence.

An advance party of 160 Senegalese
peacekeepers were airlifted into the port
city of Harper, the main city in Maryland
County, which lies more than 700 km
southeast of the Liberian capital Monrovia.
Harper is a key base for the former rebel

UNMIL soldiers in Liberi Movement for Democracy in Liberia
soldiers in Liberia (MODEL)

© IRIN--WA/Asu Konneh

"A large portion of the Ivorian border has already been secured. This is the final
stage of ensuring that the borders with Liberia are secured from the north to the
south,” General Daniel Opande, the UN's force commander told IRIN.

One of the Senegalese commanders said that 300 more soldiers would be joining
their comrades in the next few days.

Opande said Grand Kru County was the one remaining region without UN
peacekeepers, but that that would change next month.

"We are going to deploy Ethiopian troops in July," the force commander said.

Liberia is emerging from the shadow of a 14-year civil war that ended last year.
Earlier this month the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) said 42,755
combatants had given up their weapons since the launch of the disarmament
program last December.

The process will be boosted with three new disarmament centres opening up in
Liberia’s border regions and will operate alongside four existing sites around the
country.

"We now have plans to open additional disarmament sites in Zwedru, Ganta and
Lofa within the next few weeks. I can not give you the exact dates of their
opening, but we believe it will be done as soon as possible,"” Opande said.

Zwedru is the provincial headquarters of Grand Gedeh near the Ivorian border;
Ganta in Nimba County lies on the border with Guinea; and Lofa County is close to



both Guinea and Sierra Leone.
[ENDS]
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UN Security Council Mission Arrives Thurs.

The Inquirer (Monrovia)
NEWS

June 22, 2004

Posted to the web June 22, 2004

The Security Council's mission to Liberia is aimed at supporting the National
Transitional Government in its efforts to rebuild the country and establish conditions for
free and fair elections next year.

Addressing a press briefing at the UN headquarters in New York, Amb. Jones Parry said,
"in Liberia, helping the Transitional Government to meet the criteria for lifting the
sanctions imposed by the Security Council would be a major subject of discussion”.

The Mission will also review progress made by the United Nations Mission in Liberia
(UNMIL) in establishing security and implementing its mandate, particularly
disarmament, demobilization, rehabilitation and reintegration.

During its visit, the mission will meet with National Transitional Government Chairman
Charles Gyude Bryant, UNMIL leadership and heads of UN agencies, the International
Contact Group, members of the Cabinet, the National Elections Commission, political
parties, NGOs and civil society organizations.

Regionally, Amb. Jones Parry reiterated, the mission will focus on raising awareness of
all United Nations activities on the ground - not just peacekeeping - and the benefits
accrued thereby. It would also stress the need for coherent policy-making across the
region, to ensure that the removal of a problem in one country did not translate into its
arrival in another. "The threat such narrow policy-making posed had been amply
demonstrated under Charles Taylor, who had acted as a contagion on Sierra Leone and
Cote d'Ivoire", he said.

However, there was no question of meeting with former Liberia President Charles Taylor
while in Nigeria, Mr. Parry said, adding that the Security Council's view on the need to
bring Mr. Taylor to justice was fairly clear".

The Mission will include Amb. Mourad Benmehidi (Algeria), Amb. Ishmael Abraao
Gasper Martins (Angola), Amb. Joel W. Adechi (Benin), Irene Vida Gala (Brazil),



Ignacio Llanos (Chile), Jiang Jiang (China), Amb. Jean-Marc de La Sabliere (Frnace),
Stefan Delfs (Germany), Sohail Mahmood (Pakistan), Patrick A. Chusoto (Philippines),
Marius Joan Dragolea (Romania), Ana Jimenez (Spain) and Amb. Sichan Siv (United
States).

Copyright © 2004 The Incjuirer. All rights reserved. Distributec
AllAfrica Global Media (allAfrica.com).
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HEADLINE: UN Security Council team kicks off west Africa tour with Ghana, Ivory
Coast

BODY:

ABIDJAN : A delegation representing 14 of the 15 UN Security Council members on a
seven-nation west African tour traveled from Ghana to Ivory Coast urging dialogue and
cooperation to resolve problems in the troubled region.

The delegation met briefly in Accra on Tuesday with President John Kufuor and top-level
Ghanaian officials as well as Mohammed Ibn Chambas, the executive secretary of the
Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS) before flying westward to the main
Ivory Coast city Abidjan.

Ivory Coast is a focal point of the eight-day trip that also includes stops in Liberia, Sierra
Leone, Guinea and Guinea-Bissau before winding up in Nigeria.

The African cocoa giant has been mired in political tension and low-level conflict for 20
months, following a failed coup against President Laurent Gbagbo in September 2002 that
spawned a civil war splitting the country between the rebel-held north and the ferociously
partisan south.

A peace deal brokered in January last year by former colonial power France paved the way
for a short-lived government of national unity.

That agreement now lies in tatters, with little hope of reviving it amid mounting ethnic
tensions and spurts of violence that in Abidjan have targeted not only rebel sympathizers but
French nationals and the new UN mission on the ground since April 4.

Gbagbo held talks in early June with UN Secretary General Kofi Annan, who expressed
concern about the growing instability in Ivory Coast.

Nigeria's Olusegun Obasanjo, Kufuor and veteran Togolese President Gnassingbe Eyadema
met Sunday with Gbagbo in the Nigerian capital Abuja to plot a way out of the crisis, which
has had a devastating impact on the economies of Ivory Coast's neighbors.

Diplomatic observers have suggested that targeted sanctions against the main protagonists

in the crisis, such as travel bans and a freezing of financial accounts, could be imposed
should the peace process continue its downward spiral.

http://www.lexis.com/research/retrieve? m=7f29bc99b589¢57fb348d68b7{8ce9a7&docnu... 6/23/2004
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"We want to make everyone commit to the peace agreement," Sichan Siv, the alternate US
ambassador to the United Nations, told AFP before the diplomats were whisked onto a
waiting bus ahead of talks with their national ambassadors.

Targeted sanctions are "something to bear in mind," Siv said, noting that the two days the
delegation will spend in Ivory Coast will provide the UN Security Council with a "more
concrete idea of how far we can go with sanctions."

Similar sanctions were imposed in next-door Liberia in the crackdown on the Taylor regime to
end 14 years of civil war, but they had limited success.

Blanket export bans against Liberia's lucrative timber and diamond industries were also
imposed before Taylor stepped down and took exile in Nigeria in August last year.

Such sanctions are unlikely for Ivory Coast, producer of 40 percent of the world's cocoa, as
the two main exporters of the aromatic beans and powder are based in the United States,
which is a veto-wielding permanent member of the UN Security Council.

Post-war Liberia and Sierra Leone, under the UN's largest peacekeeping mandates, will be
the third and fourth stops on the whirlwind visit by delegates representing all the Security
Council members except Russia, according to a list of participants released by the world
body.

Key to talks in Monrovia and Freetown will be discussing a solution to tighten border security
and thwart the continued smuggling of arms that could upend the fragile peace taking root in
the neighbors each struggling to emerge from more than a decade of war.

"There are eight million small arms doing the rounds in west Africa," Britain's ambassador
to the UN Emyr Jones Parry told reporters in Accra.

"Those numbers need to be drastically reduced, we need to enforce the relevant conventions
but most important is to identify and control the source of those arms supplies.”

- AFP
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Sierra Leone communities give up arms for development

Sierra Leone is emerging from a decade long civil conflict but some firearms still in
the possession of local communities pose a threat to lasting peace. The Government
and UNDP are trying to encourage people to turn in weapons through an Arms for
Development initiative begun last year.

Since the Lomé Peace Accord of July 1999, various disarmament programmes have
generally met with success, but porous borders throughout the region allow weapons
to enter from neighbouring countries.

The initiative assumes that security brings communities the peace of mind to turn to
development activities. This requires a mindset change - people abandon the prestige
of gun ownership for the benefits of a weapons-free environment, conducive to
development.

After disarmament, communities receive a grant of about US$20,000, helping to
reinforce the link between community security and long-term development. As the
District Officer for Moyamba pointed out, "the weapons-free certificate is actually a
licence for development".

Through a participatory and democratic process, the successful communities have so
far selected a market place, a sports venue, schools and health posts for construction
using the grant.

These communities appreciate the new environment. In Ribbi chiefdom, Moyamba
district, a woman declared: "Since we are guns free, we are no longer afraid to walk
at night. There are no more shots heard and we can sleep in peace.”

UNDP and the Government are also working on a border strengthening initiative to
stem the traffic of small arms and light weapons. Amendments to small arms
legislation will provide for licensing of legitimate weapons, such as shotguns used for
hunting. The objective is also to convince hunters to find alternative means such as
using traps and nets.

The Government and UNDP are expanding the arms initiative to 30 more chiefdoms
this year. It is a huge enterprise requiring the efforts of various partners, such as the
police, the National Commission on Small Arms and Light Weapons, various
government ministries, the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) and
civil society organizations.

The initiative is supported by the Governments of Canada, the Netherlands, Norway,
and the United Kingdom.

For further information please contact: Maggy

Waithiru ,maggy.waithiru@undpafd.org, UNDP Sierra Leone, or Cassandra Waldon,
cassandra.waldon@undp.org, UNDP Communications Office,
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