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Humanitarian Law Dialogues Begin Sunday / The Post-Journal 
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The Post-Journal 
Friday, 24 August 2012 
 
Humanitarian Law Dialogues Begin Sunday 
 
CHAUTAUQUA - The 2012 Chautauqua Declaration will be issued at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday at the 
Athenaeum Hotel in Chautauqua Institution. 
 
The declaration will close the sixth annual International Humanitarian Law Dialogues, co-sponsored by 
the Robert H. Jackson Center, is a gathering of renowned international prosecutors from Nuremberg, the 
International Criminal Court, the International Criminal Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, 
the Special Court for Sierra Leone, The Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia and the 
Special Tribunal for Lebanon. 
 
The 2012 installation of the dialogues will be Sunday through Tuesday at Chautauqua Institution and 
focus on the theme, "Hybrid International Courts: A 10th Anniversary Retrospective on the Special Court 
for Sierra Leone." The sessions are free and open to the public, with the exception of meals. For more 
information, call the Robert H. Jackson Center at 483-6646. 
 
Sunday night will feature events at the Jackson Center in Jamestown including the laying of a brick in 
honor of one of the 20 "most powerful women in the world" and the presentation of a humanitarian award. 
On Monday, Hans Corell, former under secretary general for legal affairs and the legal counsel of the 
United Nations will deliver the keynote address at Fletcher Hall in the Chautauqua Institution. 
 
Each year, the dialogues conclude with the issuance of a Chautauqua Declaration, a statement developed 
by the prosecutors during the two-day symposium that calls on all nations to pursue justice as a matter of 
law. It reaffirms the first Chautauqua Declaration, issued in 2007, which stated, "The challenge for states 
and for the international community is to fulfill the promise of the law they created; to enforce judicial 
decisions; [and] to ensure the arrest and surrender of sought individuals ..." The dialogues are held each 
year to honor the declaration's ideals and to help advance the field of international humanitarian law. The 
2012 declaration signing will be moderated by Elizabeth Andersen of the American Society of 
International Law. 
 
The Robert H. Jackson Center was established to advance the legacy of Justice Jackson through 
education, exhibitry and pursuing the relevance of his ideas for current and future generations. For more 
information about the information center or its upcoming events, visit www.roberthjackson.org or call 
483-6646. 
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The Guardian (Nigeria) 
Monday, 30 July 2012  
 
‘Judiciary must make Chapters 2 and 4 of the Constitution justiceable’ 
 
THE 1999 Constitution is the organic document that is guiding and guarding the operation and direction 
of governance in Nigeria, as well as the relationship between the 
component states, on one hand, groups and individuals on the 
other hand. Generally, all the provisions of the Constitution are 
sacredly important. However, certain provisions, especially 
Chapters 2 and 4 of the Constitution, have been deemed to be 
peculiarly important especially to the ordinary and vast majority 
of Nigerians. 
 
To that extent, therefore, it is expected that governments at all 
level in the country ought to make its implementation paramount 
at all times. But how far has government and its institutions 
faired in this regard? 
 
Nigeria’s international jurist of repute, Justice Emmanuel Olayinka Ayoola, examined this question at a 
lecture he delivered recently at the Law Society, Faculty of Law, University of Lagos (UNILAG) to mark 
the 2nd Professor Alfred Bandele Kasunmu (SAN) Lecture. 
 
Justice Ayoola, who is also a former Chief Justice of The Gambia, in his critical analysis of compliance 
with Chapters 2 and 4 of the constitution by succeeding governments in the country, unequivocally 
submitted that government had been paying lip-service to these chapters, which incidentally remained the 
main provisions that determine the standard of life the vast majority of the people live, preservation of 
their lives, their safety and security, their constitutionally backing socio-economic share from the national 
income, among others. The former Gambian Chief Justice highlighted Chapter 2 of the Constitution to 
drive home his point: “Principle of democracy and social justice shall guide government policies; security 
of the people, promotion of national unity and integration, maximum welfare, freedom and happiness of 
every citizen on the basis of social justice and equality of status and opportunity for the common good are 
paramount, suitable and adequate food. Welfare of the disabled shall be provided; ideals of freedom, 
equality and justice shall be the foundation of the social order; equality of rights, obligation and 
opportunities before the law shall be observed…. Government’s actions shall be humane….” 
 
In this conscience-searching exercise, Ayoola, who is also a former Justice of the Supreme Court, in line 
with the topic of the lecture “Good governance in Nigeria; the role of the judiciary, was of the opinion that 
for these provisions to truly benefit the people, the judiciary and indeed the legal profession have 
enormous role to play. 
 
Ayoola, who could not conceal his pain that provisions of Chapters 2 and 4 are not meaningfully reflected 
in the standard of life of the people, traced this to the wrong view that have been unconsciously engrained 
in the mind of the people by government that the provisions are unjusticiable. 
 
According to the international jurist, this is where the challenges of the Bar and the Bench lie. To 
members of the Bench, particularly the new leadership, he said, it must now rediscover the social role of 
the judiciary as an agent of change, which through its decision, would compel government to live up to its 
constitutional obligations to the people as provided for, especially in Chapters 2 and of the constitution. 
 
He advised the judiciary to move away from what he called the “Positivist culture on which it has been 
built and nurtured since the colonial era”. 
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He opined that “such judicial tradition can hardly be expected to embark on energetic and value driven 
interpretation and application of the basic law of our nation by which alone the constitution becomes a 
vibrant and potent value tool of socio-political and socio-economical transformation of society and a 
document that will engender faith in its promise”. 
 
Ayoola described Chapter 2 as the value system, which the judiciary and the entire legal system must 
invigorate by insisting that its provision formed the spirit and letters of all government policies. 
 
He reiterated the directive of the immediate past Chief Justice of Nigeria, Dahiru Musdapher, that judicial 
decisions should not be determined on the basis of technicalities. “The Judiciary must break itself from 
the strangle-hold of an ultra-positivist culture and subjection to technicalities as a style of adjudication”, 
he advised. 
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New African Magazine 
August/September 2012 
 
 

 


