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Awareness Times 
Monday, 23 March 2009 
 
Issa Sesay’s Family Are Apprehensive to Return to Sierra Leone 
 
By Abdul Turay 
 
The Sesay Family members of one of Sierra Leone’s most notorious rebels of the Revolutionary United 
Front are now very apprehensive for their welfare in the country following the conviction of ‘General’ 
Issa Sesay by the Special Court for Sierra Leone of some of the most heinous crimes against humanity of 
the 21st Century. The Sesay family of Makeni and Bumbuna have been especially targeted for reprisals 
ever since their son, brother and uncle, Issa Sesay, emerged from the Bush as one of the RUF’s leading 
Battlefield Commanders. 
 
The RUF, which brought untold sufferings to the people of Sierra Leone, will go down in history as an 
infamous indiscriminate killer machine. A machine which ensured that many innocent Sierra Leoneans 
lost their properties as a result of the senseless RUF so-called civil war. By the end of the civil war, Issa 
Sesay had risen through the ranks to be the Leader of the fearsome bunch of brutal killers that ravaged 
Sierra Leone. 
 
As a result of Issa Sesay’s leadership role in the RUF, many of his family members have fled to 
neighbouring West African states. Issa Sesay’s family houses were all burnt down to the ground by angry 
Sierra Leoneans who decided to destroy the properties because they could not lay hands on the loved 
relatives of Issa Sesay. This is because these angry Sierra Leoneans hold Issa Sesay fully responsible for 
the killings of their own loved relatives. 
  
Many of Issa Sesay’s own relatives now living overseas are apprehensive of coming back home. For 
example, according to local traditional chiefs in the Bumbuna and Makeni area, his brother N’fa Sesay in 
Spain and sister Jane Isatu Sesay in America who both actually funded the building of the destroyed 
family houses are still too frightened and in shock at the amount of anger they face simply because they 
are the siblings of the convicted rebel leader. 
 
Meanwhile, in Sierra Leone, several religious groups are regularly offering prayers so that the mayhem of 
the RUF will never become repeated again in Sierra Leone. 
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Concord Times 
Monday, 23 March 2009 
 
Sierra Leone: Women's Right to Property Still a Challenge 
 
by Mohamed Massaquoi 
 
 Freetown — In Small Bo chiefdom Kenema district, as in much of Sierra Leone, women are still 
deprived of inheriting property left behind by their husbands. 
 
It is a burning issue even though the Devolution of Estate Act, which was passed in 2007, criminalizes the 
act of depriving a woman from inheriting her husband's property after his death. The act further states that 
it is an offence to eject a surviving spouse or child from the matrimonial home before the formal 
distribution of the estate. 
 
Chapter three of the 1991 Constitution of Sierra Leone states that the fundamental human rights and 
freedom of every individual in Sierra Leone must be recognized and protected. 
 
Article 23 of the International Convention on Civil and Political Rights recognizes the right to equality in 
marriage. This means that men and women have the same rights and responsibilities during the marriage 
and at its dissolution. 
 
Despite this, none of the women in Wiama village in the Small Bo chiefdom in Kenema district own land. 
 
When Jatu Lansana's husband died some years back, her own family wanted to take her to another 
community. But her husband's family refused on the grounds that she has given birth to children in the 
family and it would be unfair to take all the children to another family. 
 
"I was here for five years without a husband," Lansana said. "All the property my husband left behind was 
taken away from me. I was abandoned by both my husband's family and even my children." 
 
One of her husband's brothers decided to marry her. She denied because of the difficulties she had 
undergone, but was forced to agree. 
 
Mamie Kamoh said the vast cocoa and coffee plantations left behind by their father were claimed by her 
three younger brothers on the pretext that they are the head of the family and they take care of the home 
while she is away with her husband. 
 
It is stated in the Devolution of Estate Act that where there are only children left, each child should get an 
equal share of the estate. 
 
"Since my brothers started working in I have not received anything from them. I requested for Le 50,000 
to pay the school feels for my son but there was no money," Kamoh said. 
 
"The other time I attempted to enter the plantation I was sued to a native court in which I was fined Le 
100,000. I felt dejected because the property by right belongs to all of us." 
 
Tajoh Mamoh wanted to construct a two-room building on her family land, and told her family and the 
town chiefs about it. 
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"It was at that moment that my brother informed that chiefs that he wanted to construct a house on the 
same land," she said. "I was deprived because the land was given to my brother. Up till now he has not 
started the construction." 
 
Being able to inherit and own property means women can be self reliant and provide for their children on 
their own. 
 
Part of the problem is that many people do not know about the new Devolution of Estate Act, which was 
passed in 2007. To help address this, the Lawyer's Center for Legal Action (LAWCLA) has put the new 
laws into clear language that is easier to understand. 
 
Doris Kalle, the regional coordinator for the Coalition of Women's Movement, said her organization has 
also embarked on a massive sensitization campaign in the district. They are educating women and 
traditional authorities on the new laws. 
 
"A lot of women have been mainly complaining about the distribution of property especially plantations 
left behind by their husbands," she said. 
 
"We are still faced with the situation where men feel their wives are property to them. We don't have 
proper bylaws that clearly define the rights of women in this community," she said, adding that it is 
imperative to explain the gender acts in local languages so that people will understand. 
 
The Movement for the Restoration of Democracy (MRD), a non-governmental organization based in 
Kenema, is using radio programmes to educate people about the new laws. 
 
Patrick Adu, who works with the MRD, said in the case of property devolution, the general practice in 
remote communities is that the widow herself is regarded as a property to be inherited together with the 
deceased husband's property. 
 
If she does marry one of her late husband's brothers, she may enjoy whatever benefit he derives from the 
estate. In the event the wife refuses to be "inherited" by one of the husband's relations, only her personal 
belongings will be given her. 
 
Adu said that when a woman decides not marry her husband's relations, traditional divorce laws may be 
invoked, keeping her from getting the property. "This is responsible for most of the problems in our 
villages," he said. 
 
Generally under the customary law, the widow is not entitled to take out letters of administration; such 
rights are given to the eldest surviving male in the deceased's family. If the wife succeeds to get any 
property at all, she will only be given one-third of it. 
 
Local bylaws are used in most parts of the country. 
 
According to David Kallon, a court clerk of native administrative Court No. 4 in Kenema, the chiefdom 
committee drafts the laws and passes it on to the local chief administrator for approval. 
 
But the bylaws currently in use were drafted in 1963 and have not been updated with any new laws, such 
as the gender acts. 
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He said the court only gets involved with disputes when someone makes a complaint. That means that 
people must understand the laws. 
 
"We don't call on cases from either the woman or her husband's family but if there is any conflict among 
them it is the responsibility of the aggrieved to report to the court so that the court can make a ruling," he 
explained. 
 
Another problem, he said, is that the local courts lack the support to adjudicate cases properly. This leads 
to delays. 
 
"Court officers are not paid. Our bylaws are not properly written. These are all compounded in the delay 
in of justices in our communities," Kallon said. 
 
Jennah Kandeh, the deputy minister of Social Welfare Gender and Children's Affairs, expressed the 
government's commitment to ensure that the gender laws are properly implemented in the interest of 
women and society. 
 
She said the law was instituted to put an end to impunity against women and children. 
 
Kandeh said her ministry has established a committee that is devoted to the sensitization campaign so that 
women at grassroots communities and their local authorities understand the new laws. 
 
"We know that women are going through a lot of difficulties but with the concerted efforts by women's 
organizations like the 50-50 Group and other partners in the fight, much will be achieved though 
community sensitization," she said. 
 
This article is made possible by a grant from jhr (Journalists for Human Rights). 
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Africa News 
Sunday, 22 March 2009 
 
Rwanda signs agreement with UN court 
  
Murtala Mohamed Kamara , AfricaNews reporter in Freetown, Sierra Leone 
 
The Special Court For Sierra Leone trying those person's that is believed to bear the greatest responsibility 
in that country's eleven years barbaric and brutal civil conflict has signed an agreement between the 
government of Rwanda and the SCSL for 'convicts' to serve their sentences in Rwanda. 
It could be recalled that Sierra Leone’s President Ernest Bai Koroma recently appealed to the SCSL to 
find ways that would be ‘’convicts’’ will serve their sentences outside Sierra Leone.  
 
Peter Anderson head of Public Affairs and Outreach confirmed to AfricaNews via SMS on Friday that 
‘’effort to secure enforcement agreement has been going on for sometime’’ but said in his response to an 
earlier question that the decision by the court to transfer SCSL prisoners is not ‘’connected’’ with 
President Koroma’s appeal. 
 
Special Court Registrar Von Hebel was quoted to have said from Kigali that his team had visited the 
detention facilities "which have been dedicated for the purpose of enforcing sentences of those people" 
convicted by the SCSL and was also impressed after touring the state-of the art prison in Mpanga, 
Southern Rwanda.  
 
Von Hebel said "I was very much impressed by the quality of the facilities. They meet international 
standards, or better put, they exceed international standards.’’ 
 
On her part Rosemary Museminali Rwanda Foreign minister assured the visiting delegation from Sierra 
Leone that "I want to express our positive sentiments towards this cooperation and tell you that this is in 
our view, part of our constant search for cooperation on the delivery of international justice.’’ 
 
The Special Court for Sierra Leone was set up by an agreement between the government of Sierra Leone 
and the United Nations after the war to try those that bear the greatest responsibilities in Sierra Leone civil 
war after the war.  
 
Various factions’ leaders were implicated by the court including leaders of the Revolutionary United 
Front, Africa’s most feared rebel group, pro-government militia, and former members of the Sierra Leone 
Army.  
 
The court is trying and convicted a total of eight persons apart from the former Liberian President Charles 
G. Taylor who is also standing trial in the same court on eleven counts for his alleged role in the Sierra 
Leone conflict. Special Court sources say Taylor will possibly serve his sentencing if convicted 
somewhere in Europe.  
 
His trail was transferred to the International Criminal Court (ICC) in The Hague citing security reasons. 
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                                United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

23 March 2009  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
US Extends Temporary Immigration Status of Liberians  
(The Monitor, The News, The Inquirer, New Democrat, Liberian Express, Daily Observer)  
 

• US President Barack Obama has granted a 12-month extension to the 31 March deportation deadline for 
the roughly 3,600 Liberians living in the United States legally on a temporary immigration status. 

• Temporary Protected Status is an immigration status given to nationals of countries or parts of countries 
that are deemed by the U.S. Government to be too unsafe for nationals to return. That status can be 
granted for reasons like an armed conflict or environmental disaster.  

• The US Government had wanted the Liberians to return home on 31 March on the basis that the quality of 
life in Liberia has improved. However the Liberian Government lobbied with the US Congress saying 
deporting the Liberians would have caused new sets of social problems that the Government is not in the 
position to solve. 

• Information Minister, Laurence Bropleh said as part of the new principle set by the U.S. Government any 
request for further extension would signal that Liberia is not safe. 
 

UN Envoy Points to Liberia’s Progress - Outlines Challenges in Security and Rule of law Institutions 
(The Informer, New Democrat) 

 
• Briefing the UN Security Council on the 18th Progress Report of the Secretary-General on the UN Mission in 

Liberia (UNMIL), the Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG) for Liberia, Ms. Ellen 
Margrethe Løj, described Liberia’s security situation as relatively stable, but still characterized by underlying 
fragility and needing to be monitored closely.  

• She stated that small skirmishes or disputes often develop into serious mob violence with the population 
taking justice into their own hands – to a large extent, a consequence of the limited public trust in the 
national security agencies and the rule of law institutions.  

• SRSG Løj noted that through commitment and dedication, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf and her cabinet 
have been able to achieve significant gains, especially considering the immense capacity constraints 
prevailing at all levels in Liberia, Ms. Løj however cautioned: “It is still clear that peace has not yet taken 
root, and it is too early to declare victory.”  

• Despite the Truth and Reconciliation Commission process, the UN Envoy said, “tremendous challenges 
remain in relation to national reconciliation, which still needs to be embraced by all Liberian leaders”.  

• The Presidential and Legislative elections scheduled for 2011 will be a crucial test of the progress that 
Liberians have made towards peace and democracy, the UN Envoy remarked.   

 
Vice President Boakai Launches 2008 MDG’s Report on Liberia 
(Public Agenda, Heritage, Daily Observer, The Monitor) 
 

• Vice President Joseph Boakai has launched the 2008 Millennium Development Goals Report for Liberia. In 
his keynote address, Vice President Boakai said the MDG’s are derivatives of the Millennium, which was 
unanimously adopted in 2000 by 189 countries and it spells out values like freedom, equality, solidarity 
tolerance, respect for nature and shared responsibilities. 

• The Liberian Vice President noted that though the Government was not a part of the Millennium summit, 
but endorsed it and has committed itself to the achievement of those objectives which have become the 
defining global framework for development and are serving as the clarion call on governments around the 
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world for their citizens. The launch of the MDG’s Report was under the theme “Liberia’s Progress towards 
the Millennium Development Goals”. 

 
Natural Resources must be accounted for - Stake holders comment on ETTI Report 
(The News, The Inquirer, Heritage) 
 

• More than sixty Liberia Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (LEITI) stakeholders representing the 
mining, logging and oil companies as well as the Government of Liberia, civil society and Liberia’s 
development partners have committed themselves to expeditiously resolving all discrepancies contained in 
a recently published first Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative report on Liberia. The stakeholders 
said they would work to ensure that the forest and mining revenues of Liberia are properly accounted for 
and equitably used for the benefits of Liberians. The commitment was made at a two-day capacity building 
retreat for members of the LEITI Multi-stakeholders group and other LEITI stakeholders. 

 
Presidential Spokesperson Thrashes allegations of Backing Senator Findley 
(Daily Observer) 
 

• [sic:] There are fresh reports emerging on Capitol Hill that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has reportedly 
thrown her support behind Grand Bassa County Senior Senator Gbehzohngar Findley for the vacant post of 
President Pro-Tempore of the Liberian Senate. The Liberian leader is said to have met Senators from 
Western, Central and Northern Liberia at her Foreign Ministry Office to garner support for Findley. “That is 
absurd,” said Cyrus Badio, President Sirleaf's spokesperson, when asked about the President's reported 
backing of the Grand Bassa Senator.  Badio confirmed that the President held meetings with Senators over 
the week but those were regular meetings, which he said, she usually held to discuss legislative matters. 

 
Radio Summary 
 
Star Radio (News monitored today at 9:00 am) 
Committee to Probe Industrial Unrest at Guthrie and Sinoe Rubber Plantations Set up 

• The Executive Mansion has constituted an inter-ministerial committee to probe the wave of industrial 
unrest at the Guthrie and Sinoe Rubber plantations. 

• The special Presidential Committee headed by Labour Minster Samuel Kofi Woods and members include the 
Ministers of Justice, Information, Internal Affairs, Agriculture and Education. 

• Information Minister, Laurence Bropleh said the committee will investigate circumstances in the troubled 
areas and report to the President. 

• Meanwhile, the Ministry of Education has been instructed to take over the Guthrie School System until the 
situation at the plantation normalizes.  

(Also reported on Sky F.M., and ELBC) 
 
SRC Manager, Deputy Labour Minister in “Harsh” Verbal Exchanges 

• A “war of words” reportedly broke out Saturday between the Manager of the Salala Rubber Corporation 
(SRC) Gerben Harringsman and Deputy Labour Minister, John Josiah. 

• The verbal exchanges started when Harringsman reportedly accused the Government of not doing enough 
to protect the company’s interest. 

• Speaking at the induction ceremony of the of the SRC Staff Association, the General Manager said despite 
efforts by his company to invest in road rehabilitation in Maryland County, the Government remains 
insensitive to their plight and was planning to re-open the Liberian-Ivorian border via Maryland County for 
the transport of Rubber to Ivory Coast saying this could greatly endanger the future of the company. 

• But Minister Josiah said Government’s policies were not tailored at the will and pleasure of investors.  
 

Truth F.M. (News monitored today at 9:00 am) 
Liberians under the TPS Programme in the U.S. Get Twelve Months Extension 
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BBC Online 
Tuesday, 24 March 2009 
 
 
Rwandan Found Guilty of Murder 
 
A court in the Netherlands has found a Rwandan 
Hutu, Joseph Mpambara, guilty of torture during the 
Rwandan genocide in 1994 but not of war crimes.  
He was given 20 years in prison for, the judges said, 
robbing "two women and at least four children of 
their most valuable possession: their lives".  
He had ordered them to be pulled out of an 
ambulance and hacked to death.  
But he was acquitted of the murder of Tutsis 
sheltering at a church, due to inconsistencies in the testimonies.  
 
Complex judgement  
Mpambara was also found guilty on a second torture charge: threatening the lives of a German doctor, 
his Tutsi wife and their two-month-old son after detaining them at a roadblock as they tried to flee 
Rwanda.  
In a complex judgment the judges cleared Mpambara of war crimes because he was not part of the 
Rwandan government army fighting Tutsis.  
Some 800,000 minority Tutsis and moderate Hutus were slaughtered by Hutu militias in just 100 days in 
1994.  
 
Mpambara's case came to the attention of Dutch authorities after his 1998 application for asylum was 
turned down. Dutch law allows the prosecution of war crimes committed overseas.  
The UN-backed International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR) was set up in 1997 to try the most 
high-profile genocide cases.  

 
Some 800,000 people died in the 1994 genocide in Rwanda 
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Voice of America 
Monday, 23 March 2009 
 
Rwandan Documentary Remembers Genocide  
 
By Thompson, Fid  
Ougadougou 
 
A new documentary by Rwandan filmmaker, Eric Kabera, is being shown in Ougadougou at the Pan 
African Film Fesival. The film takes a unique and brutal approach to memorializing the 1994 genocide.  
 
Next month marks the 15th anniversary of the Rwandan genocide - a killing campaign that claimed the 
lives of hundreds of thousands of Tutsi and moderate Hutu.  
 
The documentary, Iseta, The Story Behind the Roadblock, tells the personal stories behind the only film 
footage of actual killings during the 1994 genocide. 
 
British cameraman Nick Hughes, returns 15 years later with the footage to the community where the 
murders took place to find the victims' relatives, the survivors, and the perpetrators.  
 
From an audio clip of the film, this: "there was just quiet massacres, family by family, road by road, 
roadblock by roadblock people were being exterminated."   
 
"They just killed the mother and left the baby crying," a man says. Another viewer says, "Look he's going 
to hit the baby!"A woman covering her eyes asks, "Who filmed this?" 
 
Cameraman Nick Hughes says the footage is an essential tool to understanding what really happened.  
  
"People do not realize what the Rwandan genocide was and that is the power of a picture - you cannot 
deny what you are seeing," Hughes said. 
 
Eric Kabera is the film's producer and co-director.  
 
"This film is about memory. This documentary practically observes and depicts the men and women who 
were killed on the famous roadblock, which many people did not know where it was, who were the killers 
and who were the victims. So the documentary's intention is really to reveal that and to bring family 
members to come to a closure to the death of their families," Kabera said. 
 
Kabera says the footage, which shows the beating and killing of Tutsis on a dirt road, is a microcosm of 
what happened in the larger genocide.  
 
"It is gruesome, it is brutal, it is vivid, it is present. So it sort of revives and brings back the memory quite 
vividly because of that footage. But it was very very important at this particular moment of time to 
actually go back 15 years later and to bring a certain closure to the victims and bring to life the 
perpetrators of the genocide," he said. 
 
The film interviews witnesses, survivors and relatives of those killed at the roadblock and shows them 
watching the footage of the killings.  
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Albert is a roadblock survivor.  
 
Albert says what hurt the most was his friend Gabriel's death. The others had already been killed when 
Albert got there, but he saw the death of Gabriel. He says Gabriel knelt down like a good Christian, raised 
his hands and asked, 'What have I done to deserve this?'  
 
The film then cuts to the footage of Gabriel praying with his arms in the air, the bodies of his loved ones 
on the ground around him.  
 
Kabera is aware that the film will be upsetting for many Rwandan viewers.  
 
"We have to find a way to show it in a very respectful way and in a less traumatic way because the film is 
very disturbing emotionally. It is not very graphic, but I think that the emotion around it and the 
psychology of the memories are just too gruesome," Kabera said. 
 
On the other hand, he says, the film is important as a way to keep the memory alive and to expose people 
to the realities of the atrocities committed.  
 
Rwanda's National Commission for the Fight Against Genocide will mark the 15th anniversary on April 
6. Kabera's film has been chosen to commemorate the genocide and will be screened widely in Europe, 
America and Rwanda.   
 


