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Local Press 
 
Special Court Chief Prosecutor Quits / Awareness Times 
 
We are Ready to Try Taylor Anywhere… / Awoko 
 
Bur For Taylor’s Arrest …. Special Court is A Failed Venture / Concord Times  
 
Danger… Norman’s Days Numbered / Exclusive 
 
Chief Prosecutor Bids Farewell to Journalists / For di People 
 
Special Court- No Justice For Norman and Taylor / For di People 
 
Doctor Says Hinga Norman is OK / Independent Observer 
 
De Silva’s Days Numbered at Special Court / Independent Observer 
 
… to Take Over as Special Court Chief Prosecutor / Independent Observer 
 
Special Court Prosecutor Bids Farewell / New Citizen 
 
Special Court Has no Definite Mandate… / Spectator 
 
American Spy May Die at Pademba Road Prisons / Standard Times 
 
Taylor Broke Accord / New Vision 
 
International Press 
 
Liberia: Government Not Interfering in Taylor’s Trial / African News Dimension 
 
Jerseyan Hels for Spying in Sierra Leone / Star Ledger ( The New Jersey, USA) 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
 
U.N. Secretary General Calls for International Contact Group’s … / UN 
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 African News Dimension 
Tuesday, 23 May 2006 
 
Liberia : Govt not interfering in Taylor’s trial  
   
By Patrick Wrokpoh   
   
Brussels (AND) Liberia has denied claims by the chief prosecutor at the United Nations Court in 
Sierra Leone that it is interfering with the trial of former Liberian leader Charles Taylor.  
   
Taylor is currently in the custody of the court and is facing prosecution on eleven count charges 
of war crimes and crimes against humanity. 
 
Over the week, news surfaced in Monrovia from the special court quoting the chief prosecutor of 
the Special Court as saying that the Liberian leader Ellen Johnson Sirleaf in collaboration with 
other African leaders, have requested the court to transfer the case of the former Liberian indicted 
leader to the Hague. 
 
Reacting to the report today when he addressed the press, presidential press secretary Cyrus 
Badio, said all that the Liberian government has done, is to ask for the transfer of the former 
Liberian leader from Nigeria to the Special Court in Sierra Leone. 
 
Badio added: “I have no ideal whether the Liberian government has officially asked for the case 
to be transferred to the, Hague. But if the case was transferred, to the Hague, will that be a 
problem? 
 
He added that if the case was asked to be transferred as is being alleged, he is not sure whether 
that will be a problem adding, “the most important thing is that Mr Taylor get a free and fair trail 
which this government is committed to seeing". 
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The Star-Ledger (New Jersey, U.S.A.) 
Wednesday, May 24, 2006 
 
Jerseyan held for spying in Sierra Leone 
 
BY MARK MUELLER 
Star-Ledger Staff  
 
A self-styled missionary from Scotch Plains has been charged with espionage in Sierra Leone, 
where prosecutors allege he plotted to free former Liberian President Charles Taylor from a 
United Nations court complex.  
 
Michael Chemidlin, 58, an Army National Guard staff sergeant who served in Iraq last year, was 
arrested April 29 as he photographed the U.N. complex in Freetown, the west African nation's 
capital. Taylor, awaiting trial for alleged war crimes, has been held in the complex since March.  
 
Chemidlin, a postal worker and divorced father of three sons, faces up to 15 years in prison if 
convicted under Sierra Leone's treason laws.  
 
Family members in New Jersey called the arrest a terrible misunderstanding, describing 
Chemidlin as a gentle, apolitical and deeply religious man who was on a four-week visit to Africa 
to proselytize.  
 
"When we found out, it was such a shock," said Andrew Chemidlin, 31, a Scotch Plains resident 
and the oldest of Chemidlin's sons. "The more we learned, the more we had to laugh, because 
there's no way my father was involved. I don't think my father even knows who Charles Taylor 
is."  
 
But if the charge seems absurd to Andrew Chemidlin, it also fills him with dread to think that his 
father, who suffers from back and leg problems, could spend the next 15 years in a foreign prison.  
 
Family members have received daily updates from the U.S. consulate in Freetown and have been 
in contact with the State Department in Washington, D.C., but say Chemidlin's fate rests mostly 
with the Sierra Leonean justice system.  
 
"By me saying I'm scared is an understatement," Andrew Chemidlin said. "My wife and I both 
are. My brothers are. It's been hard."  
 
Michael Chemidlin, approached by police after snapping photos of the U.N. Special Court, 
initially was charged with a lesser conspiracy offense. Three companions, all Sierra Leoneans, 
also were charged.  
 
On May 15, a court dismissed the counts, ruling that no law had been violated. Chemidlin walked 
free from Pademba Road Prison, telling reporters gathered outside, "I am surprised at the charges, 
and time will vindicate me."  
 
Shortly afterward, he spoke to his sister, Emmy Salerno of Edison, by phone from the U.S. 
consulate. 
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"He was going to come home the next day," said Salerno, 62. "He was just going to get his 
passport and his belongings from the prison, and then he'd be on a plane." 
  
Chemidlin was rearrested the next day, charged by prosecutors with the more serious espionage 
count, and returned to the prison. 
 
During a court hearing in Freetown on Friday, a prosecutor accused Chemidlin of plotting to stage 
a jailbreak for Taylor and referred to the American defendant as a "terrorist," according to an 
Associated Press account of the hearing. 
 
Taylor, a former warlord who seized the presidency of Liberia, is accused of backing Sierra 
Leonean rebels who became known for hacking off the arms, legs, lips and ears of their victims 
during that nation's civil war. He is charged with 11 counts of war crimes. 
Chemidlin's family bristles at the notion that the men are connected. 
 
"This is so sick," Salerno said. "This man would not hurt a fly." 
 
Andrew Chemidlin said his father took up photography as a hobby after buying a new camera 
ahead of his 10-month deployment to Iraq, where he served as a cook and occasionally pulled 
more perilous duty, guarding a training facility for the Iraqi police. 
 
"This was his first time in Africa, and I imagine he was taking pictures for the same reason he 
took them in Iraq," the son said. "He was doing the tourist thing." 
 
Michael Chemidlin grew up in Fanwood and has lived in Scotch Plains for about 15 years. A 
Vietnam veteran, he has served in the Army National Guard for about 20 years, relatives said. He 
was deployed to Iraq with the 250th Signal Battalion, based in Westfield. 
 
It was in Baghdad that Chemidlin became acquainted with two African soldiers serving in the war 
effort. During religious discussions, Chemidlin's family said, the men invited him to visit Africa. 
 
"He was just going around and speaking to people," Andrew Chemidlin said. "He was trying to 
build a church people-wise." 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 23 May 2006  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
BBC Monitoring International 05/23/2006 04:06:56  
Fiji police peacekeepers home from Liberia  
 
Excerpt from report by Fiji newspaper Fiji Times website on 22 May 
 
Thirty police officers were relieved to be back home last night after a year of 
peacekeeping duties in Liberia. The team of officers was welcomed by the station 
officer Namaka, Insp Nitya Sharma, at the Nadi International Airport. Team leader Senior 
Supt Emosi Lagilagi said the officers were glad to be back home and could not wait to spend 
time with their families. SSP Lagilagi said after a grueling year of peacekeeping work in 
Liberia, the officers would take a break before resuming their duties with the Fiji Police 
Force. 
 

International Clips on West Africa 

05/23/2006 10:22:02  
Ivory Coast rebels announce their disarmament strategy  
By Herve Bar  

ABIDJAN, May 23, 2006 (AFP) - Military chiefs of the rebel movement holding half of the 
divided West African state of Ivory Coast have announced their plan for regroupment and 
disarmament of their forces under a national peace process. The Military Council of the New 
Forces (FN) rebels, who have controlled half the West African country since late 2002, said 
Tuesday in a statement that they were committed to "the process of ending the crisis, by 
applying peace accords in full."  

COTE D IVOIRE: Little known Buruli ulcer disease on the rise 

[This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations] 

KONGOUANOU, 23 May 2006 (IRIN) - With her left arm amputated and her chest eaten 
away by large festering wounds, little Diane Akissi is disfigured for life. The eight-year-old 
girl suffers from Buruli ulcer, a little-known tropical disease that afflicts mainly children and 
youths with potentially devastating consequences. The infection usually starts with a painless 
swelling on the skin, but causes massive ulcers on legs and arms if left untreated.  
 

 

 

 

 

Local Media - Newspapers 
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UN Envoy to Address Bar Association on Status of Forces Agreement 
(The Inquirer) 

• Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General Luiz Carlos da Costa will on 
Saturday address the May Quarterly Assembly of the Liberia National Bar Association 
(LNBA). 

• According to an LNBA press release, Mr. da Costa will speak on the topic: Agreement 
on the Status of UNMIL (The Status of Forces Agreement): What are the Procedures 
for Seeking Redress for Acts Committed by UNMIL Personnel in Liberia? 

• A four-member panel including Senate Foreign Relations Committee Chairman Edwin 
Juah and Foreign Minister George Wallace will discuss Mr. da Costa’s address. 

  
Lawmaker Wants UN To Account for Donor’s Fund    
(Heritage) 

• Grand Kru County Senator Cletus Wotorson has written to the UNDP to account for 
the US$520 million donor funds for the reconstruction of Liberia. Senator Wotorson’s 
letter comes amid public concerns in Liberia that the money was being misapplied 
with the argument that projects undertaken did not impact the lives of ordinary 
Liberians. 

 
Man Gets Life Imprisonment Sentence for Rape Law 
(The Analyst) 

• The jury in the ninth Judicial Circuit in Gbarnga, Bong County, yesterday convicted a 
22-year-old man, Mulbah Browne, guilty of rape and sentenced him to life 
imprisonment after the trial jury returned a unanimous verdict of guilty. 

 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)  

 
President Appoints Commission to Probe Violence in Nimba County 

• An Executive Mansion press statement yesterday said that President Ellen Johnson-
Sirleaf has constituted a commission headed by Internal Affairs Minister Ambullai 
Johnson to investigate land and other real estate disputes among the people of Nimba 
and make appropriate recommendations to the President.   

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
 
Executive Mansion Dismisses Report of President Interfering in Taylor’s Trial 

• Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio denied that President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf 
was interfering with the ongoing trial of former President Charles Taylor. Speaking to 
journalists yesterday, Mr. Badio added that the government was only interested in a 
free and speedy trial for Mr. Taylor. 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio 
 
U.S. Presidential Guards Being Withdrawn 

• In a press interview yesterday, Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio said that the 
U.S. security officers that protect President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf were being 
withdrawn because some Liberian security officers had been trained to replace them. 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
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Governance Reform Commission Urges Lawmakers to Ratify Conventions against 
Corruption 

• In a press statement issued in Monrovia yesterday, Governance Reform Commission 
Chairman Dr. Amos Sawyer urged the Legislature to ratify the international anti-
corruption conventions which Liberia had signed. He said that the United Nations has 
made the ratification of the conventions a benchmark for Liberia’s economic 
development. 

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio)) 
 
Ghana to Ship Electric Poles for Electrification of Monrovia 

• Briefing journalists in Monrovia yesterday, Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Badio 
said that Ghana’s Volta River Authority would deliver electric poles to electrify 
Monrovia. He said that the Government of Ghana was undertaking the project with 
support from the European Union.  

 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Local Health Group Distributes Mosquito Nets to Vulnerable People  

• Speaking to Radio Veritas yesterday, a local health awareness group, Restore Our 
Children Health (ROCH) Executive Director Isaiah Wisseh said that the organization 
has begun the distribution of mosquito nets to pregnant women and children in 
Monrovia. Mr. Wisseh said that the nets were being provided by the UNDP through 
Global Fund and distributed free of charge.  

 
Police Apprehend Suspected Nigerian Drug Traffickers 

• According to Police Patrolman Samuel McCarthy, the Liberian National Police have 
apprehended three suspected Nigerian drug traffickers. He added that the suspects 
had also attempted to kidnap two airport police officers who tried to arrest them on 
suspicion of possessing the narcotics. 

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
STAR RADIO (News culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
 
County Superintendent Denies Receiving Bribe from UNMIL 

• Speaking to Star Radio correspondent, Bong County Superintendent Rennie Jackson 
has denied allegations that he had received bribes from the UNMIL personnel who had 
been accused of ritualistic killing to drop investigations against him. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian 
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board 
or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi Armah at armahj@un.org. 

mailto:armahj@un.org
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United Nations  
Tuesday, 23 May 2006 
 
Secretary-General calls for International Contact Group's continued support to overcome 
challenges in still volatile Mano River Basin  
 
Following is the text of UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s message to the 12th session of the 
International Contact Group on the Mano River Basin, in Vienna today, 23 May, as delivered by 
Alan Doss, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Liberia:  
 
It gives me pleasure to send my greetings to the participants in this important meeting of the 
International Contact Group. I commend the role you are playing in promoting peace and 
reconciliation in the Mano River Basin, and for your support of United Nations peace operations 
in West Africa. The Contact Group’s resolve has contributed greatly to the progress made in 
establishing and consolidating peace in Liberia and Sierra Leone, and in helping to keep the peace 
process in Côte d’Ivoire on track. I am also grateful to the donor community for the considerable 
assistance that they have provided to these countries.  
 
Liberia has entered an era of hope, and has an opportunity to rebuild and pursue national 
reconciliation. Since her inauguration in January of this year, President Johnson-Sirleaf has 
showed real determination in tackling the difficult issues of corruption and economic governance. 
In addition, following her official request, former President Taylor was handed over to Liberia, 
and subsequently transferred to the custody of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, where he will 
answer charges for war crimes and crimes against humanity.  
 
However, Liberia still needs the continued support of the international community in addressing a 
number of critical tasks. These include completing the reintegration and resettlement of ex-
combatants, internally displaced persons and refugees; restructuring and reforming the army and 
the police; consolidating State authority throughout the country; meeting the conditions for the 
lifting of sanctions; cultivating a culture of respect for human rights and the rule of law; and 
carrying out the work of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission. I call on the Contact Group to 
continue its active support in these crucial areas.  
 
In Sierra Leone, the Government is making steady progress in consolidating peace. But, to ensure 
lasting stability and development, Sierra Leone will need to continue its efforts to promote good 
governance, implement long-term economic policies, tackle youth unemployment, strengthen the 
judicial system and protect human rights. It will also have to prepare for the conduct of 
presidential and parliamentary elections in 2007. In addition, I earnestly hope that Sierra Leone 
and Guinea will resolve the territorial dispute over the border area around Yenga village. I urge 
the Contact Group to provide encouragement and support to the Government of Sierra Leone in 
addressing and overcoming these challenges.  
 
I welcome the recent positive developments in Côte d’Ivoire. The international community must 
now support the Government’s efforts to kick-start the simultaneous processes of identification 
and disarmament countrywide. Time is running out, and there is a risk that the parties may not 
meet the election deadline set by Security Council resolution 1633. In order to maintain 
momentum in implementing the road map for peace, I encourage the Contact Group to press the 
Ivorian parties to honour their obligations under existing peace agreements. The United Nations 
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Operation in Côte d’Ivoire will continue to do everything it can to support the process, and I hope 
that the Security Council will provide the additional resources required for that purpose.  
 
While the overall situation in Guinea appears to be somewhat stable, the political climate remains 
polarized, and the socio-economic situation continues to deteriorate. The internal political 
situation must not be allowed to deteriorate, as this could spill over and threaten gains towards 
peace in Liberia and Sierra Leone. I ask the Contact Group to continue to support the dialogue 
among the various segments of Guinean society, as they strive to reach consensus on their 
country’s transitional arrangements. At the same time, it would be important to encourage the 
Government to continue implementing the political and socio-economic reforms, which it began 
in 2005.  
 
Meetings of the Contact Group continue to be an important forum for exchanging ideas and 
coordinating approaches to some of the most challenging problems in the subregion. I commend 
the co-Chairs for convening this session, and offer my best wishes for the success of your 
deliberations.  
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