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By Joseph Turay

A witness code name TF 2-
008 ygstcrdz\)/ testified at the
Specml Court that the Min-
ister of Development and
Economic Planning, Mr
Mohamed Bashiru Daramy,
@d Hon. Momoh Pujeh du;':
ing the interregnum made
recomxnendatxon for the
K@myors in the Eastern Re-
gon to fight under the com-
mand of ECOMOG to dis-

How
Black
as Pl

Lodg‘: the AFRC/RUF junta
rom areas occupted by its

members

[n il cross-examination by the
defence counsel, the witness
who tdentified himself as

o~ -~ ‘
fonmer Kamajor boss told the

court that between 1997 and
ourt ¢ E
1998 tie Kamajor War Coun-

B i
le.l held a meeting in Bo to
. <

isciss Vhe recmnmendmlrm
made hv Minister Mohamed

From front page’
] withess were also members of
9 ihe Kamajor socieny.
The witness. lowever, sud the
CDF National (Co~ordinator and
rst acoused in the on-goiny tnal.
Chief Samuel Hinga Nerman.
xicked against the recommenda-
tion on grouads that it would
2 divide the civil militiamen,
H vhich would not augur well for
their course. The recommenda-
tion was therefore rejected by the
amajor War Counail, the wit-
————

%

ness added
¥ 1008 further testified
\hat he was imtiated wto
ihe Camajor sociefy in
1908 ot Makosie in the
Southern Regron and
took port m the planning
of “Operation Black De-
cember” that was ex-
acuted in December 1997
to distodge the AFRC/
RUF junta in their
strongholds in the South-
eastern region.

How Kamajors' Black December Was Planned

The witness said before the
operation was taunched.
members of the Kamajor War
Councit had a mesting with
the ECOMOG Task Force
Commnander, Colonel Max-
well Khobe (was promoted
1o Brigadier General after the
military intervention), who
volunteered to provide them
with an helicopter, 1o arhift
the militiamen from “Base
Zero” to a particular location
in the Western Area.

]

B Daramy and Hon. Mowmoi
Pu.clL who according to the
Contd. page 2
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By Abdul Karim Koromy
Speciai Court witness. TF2-008 Tuesday
that

revealed Kamajor National
Coordinator, Chier Sam Hinga Norman
sndorsed ail Kamajor war decisions before
K&IHFHOI' ommarders 2xeculed ”Iel‘ﬂ.
The wimess
‘fada Vil

anning Operavon Black December as

examined by defence

counsed liams. says he ok part

oy

1 member 5f the Kamajor War Council at
the e,
"Operation Black December was a

fecision ol the Kamajor War Council,” the
witness said. adding, 'the operation was
faunched to prevent the movements of
AFRC members and thewr RUF ailies within
the country.”

e 2xvlained that witen the Kamajors
pianned to atnck Freetown with a torce of
7000 personnel. they had to seek the

Conginued page S

Norman endorses Kaziaior

From puge |
permission of Generaj
Maxwell Khobe hecause
BCOMOG was depioved at
e Western Arey
1e savs Norman coidg
them he would get arms

SUOply  from  Abdui
Mohamed Wan i) Liberia

I cannot remember

Black
December was planned but
the uperarnon was executed
in December 1997 he said

xactlyv when

md confirmed that he was
ramed to use arms but aot
18 A combatant

"Norman, MS Dumbuva
and Kamajor Director of
Trainmy Ghoba tramed us,"
he stated.




Bfofgzeed

Yiadi, Qur
Femema
srrespondent
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Trars flowed from the
ez3 of former Kamajor
figaters last Saturday
during the visit of Hinga
No. man’s Lawver at the
Special Court, Dr
Bubuake Jabbie at the
Forest Industry Canteen
in Kenema when a
traditional song was sang
by Topkwoi Bassay and
group depicting Hinga
Normen’s role in restaring
democracy and what they
referred 1o as  the

Page 4

wega Normars

arrest of Hinga Norman

ungrateful reward of his  was a ploy to destroy the
dictment by the Special  Mende nation. The ex-

Court.

They claimed that the continue to suppori Chief

vowed 1o

fighters

Kamajor fighlers during
the meecting said the

Norman 61l death.
A former “Kamajor

supplying them arms
and anubunitions to

General, Ishmail Special Court should fightthe rebels.
Coroma whilsi indict former ECOMOG  He  said  they as
addressing  former Officers since they were Contd Page 2
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From Front Page

have
to

thiove

Kamajors
docurments
substantiat

e

T

rmied
that Parameunt Cefs are
all X-Comnannts sice

DT
I

accordimyg o him. the
Chiels wvere

R4

responsile

hose

for  set

iattatedd o he <amaror
maovement
Mr Foroma

the Specwl Court does not

ciamed that

only target Fimga MNorman
but the Mende
2roup afl
nmdicteg by odhe conrt are

crhnie

SInCy thaose

Mendes “This (s as gn
affront”, he wad
He said former Vice

President, Dr Albert Joe
Demby was the Menwonai

Charrman o

the

amaioers T
according 1o Koroma, s
1osiiticient prool 1o the
rid rhar ithe
had hinks

whiote oy
woverament
with the O movement
] 4 tha
Karmajor imiaiors were
ail wiven boenses by the

He aroued the

government mandating
thetn 1¢ iminate fighters
‘o proteci and ltberate
then land

Phe ex-Kamajor General
calied on his former

colleagues Lo sympathize

swith Choct “orman s
aflering e drew
Mieniion Cooarados

shen he mentcned, “the
Harch 19 date on which
Kubdbah was reinstated 1o
paver was ite vame date
Hinga Yorman way
arresied by the Specini
Court”

Arthur Koroma
COF Admamastrator,
Fast lamented sard, “the
Sighd ayainst Norman is
a fight jor the Mendes
and the SLIPP because it

wis the Kemujors that

forer

proceedings
Dr
thanks and appreciation

fought to hring both
Kabbah amd kis 5{ PP
governmens to power, .
{ the
the
H AGimg

Jabbie expressed

40 the lighters tor the first

tiesiionerd
tme of meeting them. He
sard hes duee s to defend

anpartatity o

peciad !

that the  Defense  Chiel Morman and
fConnsels o Clael assured than to de his
MNaorman are not  best i this aspect

cnjoving <imilar His purpose for the visit

finaneial support given  he 2aid was 1o hrief the

to the outreach leam
who are now all over the
Mr. Kortoma
Tabbie not

Contry
warned v
to be inlluenced by
money o prolong the

ex-fighters about the
Norman trial and other
developments since they
will be needed to serve
as wilnesses f{or his

defense. Dy Iabbie

further bnefed them on
the mnternational rules of
Nerman's indictment
citing section 40 of the
comventional law which
states that what ever
agrezment signed bv a

government at

imternanional law must
tirst  go  through
Parhiament. He said the
foternational
Customary Law would
not have an effective
held on Norman when
the trne somes.

Preseni at the occasion
were representatives of
Paramount  Chiefs,
tormer Commanders, ex-
fighters, (raditional
rulers anud Dr. Emmanuel
“Momoh a Member of
!1

st

whament for Kenema
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FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE'
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~“Kamajors Indisciplined

And Upcontrollable’

Y Mohamed Mansaray
When the 27th Speuial Court Prosecution witness in the tiral quDF indictees, 702

Cay,

008 resumed jris festinony in court yesterday after he recovered froma I
he told the court that Kamajars whe captured Bo from AFRC Ut forees sometime in

1998 bevame indisciplined and unconroilable. <y arrived in Bo from Base
The witness made this state- fending the second accused Zero flive days @ fter

ment whiist he was under Mowina Fofana at Court Kamajors captured the
cross-zxamination by Room No. L New England town from :\FRC/RUF
\rrow Bockane whoisde-  in Freetown. SEE BACK PAGE

e
Kamajor Yitness On Discipline
" rprees.” he told the court.
According 1w 1he witness, the Kamajors who atracked Bo
were commanded by /e Regional Directot of Opertions
i the Southern Region Ajbert J. Nallo. He told the court
Lhat aven though ‘he regional Director of Operations ih
the Southernregion and other battalion commanders Wwere
1 Bo with the K amajors, vel there were still probiems
with discipline.
The withess quoted M. Norman as telling Katmajors in
 Bo during that period about plans by two members ot
parliament Lo create factions within the CDE. “Hom

Mobaimed Daramy inow Minister) and Hom. Momoh

pujeh weie the MPs who old Kamajors o 29 undet

ECOMOG sommand.” the witness further quoted the

sccused as telling them in Boand added that M. Noyman

Kicked against the idea fearing that there would be
Hiviston within the CDF

In hig 2xanunaion _n-chiel eartier, the witness described
Bimsetr as uman e Ho vas attached L0 the administrative
wing ol e < M and a niember of the CDF War Council.
He mformed the sour about a ~Concemed Ciroup that
Wwas songhated 10 no during that period, of which he
pwiiness) was 4 member and was charged with the re-
sponsiinity of putting 1 place sirategies to reverse the
07 military Lakeover.

Qo n Mano, Jatama Bongor chiefdeom in the Bo dis-

(riet, the witness was led in evidence earlier by a pros-

soution wver Joseph Kamara. He gave his testimony

Lo Boglish from the witness protection hox.

F1he uials continue.
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THEOPHILUS
Q. GBENDA
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southern provinces last weekend
for the first ume held high leve
meetings in Bo and Kenema
Facilitated by the defences
teams of the three accused per-

Kamajors hold
high level meetin

three top ex-Kamajor officials
Afier months in the coid watch-

Chief’ Sam Hinga Norman,
fng how events surrounding e nMgininn Fotanah and Alljeu
f“"f”‘ and detention by the Spe- g onewa. former Kamajor com-
Tt for Sierra Leone ofthe unders within the eastern and

S

PN

ot ihe war, and hence 2n-
courage them o come Sor-
ward and give tesiioay n
derence or the three.
st e oack-

¢t that the de-
fence [m‘v been finding it
sxiremely
so-operaton ot fornmer eht-

dilficult to et the

2rs, wio other wvise N O

have beey used as defence

WINESSa2s [0 counfer 30me
of the things

wimnesses

ihe prosecution

cre lestifying o
After the arests, Karnajors

had generally aken cover-in

tear of further awresy

a s1a-

tion that according to oue of

the facilitators, Mr. Augusune
S.Sannoh, has been giving the
lefence a iotof problems
s w \
Ars Sannon,

3 wi

v, 1&\\Jldlllg 3]
hat . was

leemied new o ol che

b

rmer /Qmm/um at //ze meeting

trio

-~

s50ns, the meeting amongst other
things was aimed at sensitizing
the former fighters of what the
Special Court trials are all about
and to give them an up date ac-
count of the

The meeting also was aimed at
making it clear to the former fight-
ers that the three were arrested
because the Kamajor
lity has been accused of comniit-
g war crimes dunng the course

current fate of the

an en-

jors hold

nmieenngs, which were mitended

by 13 paramount chiets, four

CDF adminisuaiors tiom
Kenema, Kono, Kaliuhun and
Tongo as well as Mr. \ithur
Koroma and ail district com-
manders including the foriner
general bantaiion commander.
Mir dshimail Koroma

Addressing the well-ai-
tended meetings. he

JOHT an-
pomied Counsel for € et Sam
Hmnga Norman, D Bu-Ruake
Jabbie, explained ihe coment
ofthe indictment and the rea-
son why the thize have
apted to boveott the trials.

According 1o Dr. Jabbie,
the three opted out of the

proceedings i protest a(

the non-service o the join-

Jder Indicument. e non-ar-

rangsment to i

1 il

amdd he wimess oroechon

neasures,
Reacting, the Kamajors

2xpressed rheir delight to be

opportuned to attend such

a meeting, which had heen

badiv longed {or

the

were

\eeording o
Kamajora,  thev
shocked and annoved when
‘hey first heard of the ar-
cests, but decided 1o keep
thetrcool and watch how the
staation uniolds

ey hiame the govemn-
ment for what they say is a
blatant show of ungrateful-
stressing that the

Kamajor

ness,

movement was

formed with the sole aim of

re-istating the exiled SLPP
regime, and faud specinl em-

ahazis o the fate of

Sam Hinga Norman,  who

ney sand sacrificed his lite,
:omioet and personal re-
wees o see that the 20v-
zZrmmentvas re-staled and
‘asting peace achieved in
the counry

I'iey aiso biame the SLPP
as a whole for not doing
anything to reverse the
plightof Chiel Nonman, wio
they sav was a constitiency
chainnan and government
sinister by the time of his
wrest

et

meetmg

hey  accusad ihe
Outreach Team of the Spe
ctal Court forinstlling fea
i them and misinforming
them ahout what was aciu
ally obtatning at the cour(.
They also condenmed the
court's
counsels on the mdicless

decision 1o lpose

which they say is an indica
tion of the support tor the
court rather thaw the wetfare
ot the indictees

They therefore seek ciari-
fication on the terins of the
court appownted counsels
and stand by counsels.

Accordingly, they ended
up coiting out with a reso-
lution, pledging to whole-
heartedly
fence tean,

support the e
und to o =ve.
sything withu the law, o
ensuce that rhie three we ne-
quutted and discharged.
This according to them s
crucial, because if thev sif
by without rendering their
at the end of

support, and

the day the tliree are found
guilty and senlenced, the
Kamajor society will auto-
matically

wicked organization

be seen as g
and
that the negative stigma on
them will remain forever.

AN P L TR VAR ]
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T Motte: A Bester Vision Is A BeﬂW
oo

Todmesiay Movember 24, 2004 Independent Le 500

investigators visited
Kenema to sound the
opiniont and views of
the people particularly
dthe CFD for whom
Chief Norman now
stands trial at the
‘ : Special Court. And to
By Sheln Tange also try to identify
Thawsands of former fighters including the  wimesses for the CDF
meaeral populace have vowed to back CDF  indictess who can also
indictees Chief Sam Hinga Novman {former give evidence 1o
Coordinator of CDF), Moeinina Foefana counter some of those
e Divector of war) and Alien Kenduwa (ontinued pagel
(the imitintor).

“wis happened on the Defence team for
Saturdav spe Chief Sam Hinga
sipvembar 2004 when Norman and  his

Former CDF fighters question Special Cour?

those given against Cinef Sam Hinga Norman which many described to be
fabricaied nnd devoid of truth

Jf the issnes diseussed wers the factors that led to the formation
g ces from the time of the late Alpha Lavalie and
* e e demosratically elected government was toppled.
.ouraged amongst which were. the joint
o CTF acensed before their individual

P
NS

GE e e For

et SO WELS

Syacaes of the th

who fought to save Sierra
2 the Special Court and
i+l [3efence Fornes are indicted when
Tamaboros’?

>d by former fighters of
i1 relontless support 1o the
in 3 non-violent way but
conaiimionally o ansure that justics prevails.

‘ of Chief Sam Hinga Norman, Dr.
Duisiaka fabbie, “ha Turaviapd Apgusiine sSanmoh who are all investigators

ppear befo
e Kamingors o

v

Tnoee laam the CDRF indictes

were e Defencs nw)

Por el ovina g

Cayfrens presont wera 5

ratary Lisnerad Arthur Loroma, Dr. Francis
i Aihert Gotor, Chief Sheku

ot £ lners.

Vinnehn Members of Pariamant, O

cav and reprenantaiives of




By Our Defence Editor
THE HERALD GUARDIAN has reli-
ably learnt that there is a plot by un-
known persons to assassinate Presi-
dent Kabhah and topple his Govern-
ment. .

According to intelligence reports gath-
ered by this Press, five mercenaries arc
presenily i the country, three of them
in Freetown and two in the provinces
“Those in Freetown are here to moni-
tor the movements and activities of the
Head of State, Cabinet Ministers and
other dignitaries and those in the prov-
inces are there 1o recruit men and set

up a back up base”, a defence source

explained
RED ALERT
A senior State Security official told THE
HERALD GUARDIAN that they were in
readiness for any eventuality and that they
were not minimizing any information.

“We call on the” populace to be vigilant and
report all suspect persons to the nearest po-
lice station... Meanwhile let everybody go
about thieir business as usual”, an aide lo the
Deputy Inspector General of Police, Oliver
Somassa, told THE HERALD GUARD[A.N.

h

" Pet Kabba
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“PA’NEWS i B o

Mon 22 Nov 2004

12:01pm (UK)
Fco Minister for Africa to Visit Sierra Leone and Liberia

FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFICE News Release issued by the Government News Network on 22 November 2004

Chris Mullin, the Minister for Africa, will visit Sierra Leone and Liberia from 22-29 November. Ahead of his visit, Mr Mullin
said:

“Britain has made an enormous investment to help Sierra Leone to put its terrible decade of conflict behind it, to
establish security, and to develop stability. We are providing training for the police and army and supporting reform in
every sector of government. I look forward to seeing what progress has been made, and to discussing with the
Government of Sierra Leone how they are tackling the challenges they now face.

“Liberia has come a long way since a peace deal was signed in August last year. The disarmament process was
completed last month, and preparations for next year’s elections are underway. I hope to see how the UN are also
helping Liberians to rebuild their lives, and to hear of how the Transitional National Government intends to tackle

Liberia’s reconstruction.

“This is a crucial time for Liberia and the region. The prize of lasting peace in West Africa drew closer with the ending of
Liberia’s 14 year war. Recent trouble in the Cote D'Ivoire is of real concern. A long-term solution to this conflict is vital
to the region’s stability.”

Press Officer: Kristian Sharpless: 020 7008 3909

Editors’ Notes

* Dates of the wars

* Sierra Leone: civil war 1991 - 2002

* Liberia: Back to back civil wars between 1989 and 2003
Details of HMG contributions to SL and Liberia

DFID provided £104.5m in aid to Sierra Leone in the three years from 00/01 to 02/03 (£35m, £37.1m, £32.4m). DFID
has undertaken to provide £120m in aid over three years (03/04 to 05/06), as well as a ‘substantial direct development
programme’ over the next ten years. DFID also has major projects to reform and equip the Sierra Leonean Police, to
house the Sierra Leonean army and to reform the Sierra Leonean intelligence service. These have totalled approximately
£30m over the last 3 years. The UK-led International Military Advisory and Training Team (IMATT) is developing the
Sierra Leone Armed Forces (RSLAF) As part of the United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL), the UK has
provided 22 personnel in the capital Freetown, and 15 United Nations Military Observers deployed throughout the
country.

The UK donated £7.6m to Liberia in 2003/4; this was mainly directed towards improving the humanitarian situation. We
have committed a further £3m for humanitarian aid and a £6m for the DDR process over the next two years, as well as
£150,000 towards setting up an independent radio station

Link to Sierra Leone info at http://www.fco.gov.uk/servlet/Front?
pagename=0penMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1017756002632

Link to Liberia country brief: http://www.fco.gov.uk/serviet/Front?
pagename=0penMarket/Xcelerate/ShowPage&c=Page&cid=1007029394365&a=KCountryProfile&aid=1019744966050

Press Office, Downing Street (West), London SW1A 2AH

Telephone: 020 7008 3100 Fax: 020 7008 3734

Latest News:

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm

http://news.scotsman.com/print.cfm?id=3789461 &referringtemplate=http%3 A%2F%2Fnews%2Esco... 24/11/2004
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From http://www.observer.gm

EDITORIAL

Gambian legal pace setters
By DO
Nov 23, 2004, 18:00

Gambians are now the most influential persons in the world’s quest for international justice and respect for human rights. Justice Hassan
Jallow is making tremendous progress at the UN Special Tribunal for Rwanda at Arusha, Tanzania, which he heads since last year. Prior to
his appointment, he was a special judge at the Sierra Leone Tribunal trying people most responsible for the atrocities committed during the
civil war in that country.

This week Fatou Bensouda starts her work as deputy prosecutor at the International Criminal Court at the Hague, which was set up to bring
to justice perpetrators of war crimes, (massacres) and crimes against humanity (rape and genocide) during wars and emergencies. Her task
is indeed tremendously challenging as it is important; she will singlehandedly prosecute war crimes suspects from anywhere in the world and
make sure that impunity is no longer the reward to beat in the international arena.

As her investigators are already probing atrocities in the DRC and in Northern Uganda, and will most likely also be in lvory Coast soon, the
international community will soon have to depend on the legal sagacity of Ms. Bensouda to bring about prosecutions.

Mr. Jallow is already a success story at Arusha; in the 12 months since he assumed office work at the Tribunal has gone twice faster with the
conviction of at least six persons in the past few months. The staff of the Tribunal have become less restive than during the tenure of his
predecessor, the feisty Italian Carla del Ponte.

These appointments however, offers challenges to our government and the Gambian judiciary. The government will now be the under much
stricter scrutiny from the international community as regards human rights and the respect for the rule of law. And fair enough, for any
country which produces two of the most high profile prosecutors in the leading international courts, must be seen to be a model of good
governance and respect for peoples’ rights.

The Gambian judiciary too has to keep proving its self as being one of the finest institutions in Africa which has produced these leading legal
juminaries.
Both Bensouda and Jallow deserve the continuous support of all Gambians as they are our pride.

© Copyright 2003 by Observer Company

http://www.observer.gm/artman/publish/printer 3931.shtml 24/11/2004
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UN News &hClick here to print

Some nations still not cooperating with UN war crimes tribunals,
Security Council told

23 November 2004 — Leading prosecutors and judges of the two United Nations war crime tribunals warned the
Security Council today that continued lack of cooperation by certain governments could derail their efforts to
complete their work on time.

Briefing the Council on the "completion strategy" of the International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia
(ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), the prosecutors said they were close to meeting
their targets, but pleaded that some states were unwilling or unable to assist them in arresting and transferring the

suspects.

"There are still 20 fugitives at large," ICTY Prosecutor Carla Del Ponte told the Council. "Delays in the arrest and
transfer of these fugitives make the planning of the trial more complicated and undermine judicial efficiency."

Ms. Del Ponte said the Serbian Government had "deliberately chosen" to ignore its legal obligations and continued
to adopt a defiant attitude towards the Tribunal, adding that Belgrade remained "the single-most obstacle in the
implementation of the completion strategy."

ICTY President Judge Theodor Meron agreed with Ms. Del Ponte. "At the moment, there is a wide variation in the
several states' willingness to cooperate with the Tribunal," he said. "There has been no serious effort by the
Republika Srpska authorities to locate and arrest fugitives."

Both Judge Meron and Ms. Del Ponte also voiced grave concern about the Tribunal's ability to carry out its task with
the existing resources at hand.

"It is absolutely essential that the Tribunal have adequate personnel to stay abreast of its steadily increasing
workload," said Judge Meron. "It is becoming increasingly difficult to continue to promote internally to senior levels
without compromising professional standards," added Ms. Del Ponte.

[n their briefings, both the Prosecutor and the President of the Rwanda Tribunal said they were making progress on
schedule, but expressed their worries about the possible adverse impact of the shortage of resources on the success
of the completion strategy.

"While 2004 has seen some progress registered in the preparation and trial of the cases," said Prosecutor Hassan
Jallow, "it will be a great challenge to sustain this progress and deal with the anticipated increased load whilst we
continue to suffer the recruitment freeze."

For his part, ICTR President Judge Erik Mose told the Council: "We have been able to keep the trials going. But the
situation is critical.”

Judge Mose said more than 80 staff had left the Tribunal since the freeze was imposed on hiring.

Noting that arrests and transfer of indicted fugitives continued to be "fraught with difficulties," the Tribunal officials
urged Member States to live up to their legal obligations.

They said the Tribunal tried several times to approach the Democratic Republic of the Congo for dialogue on the

issue of arrests of fugitives, but got no response. It is believed that many suspects of Rwanda war crimes are hiding
in neighbouring country.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/printnews.asp?nid=12628 24/11/2004
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19,000 Ivorians reported to have fled to Liberia: UNHCR

GENEVA, Nov 23 (AFP) - The UN High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) said
Tuesday it has reports that some 19,000 refugees have poured into Liberia from
Ivory Coast, where violence surged early this month, but noted that the refugee flow
was slowing.

About 10,000 Ivorians have registered in two districts, Butuo and Gborplay, but
more Ivorians had crossed the border in other locations, according to the UNHCR.

"Refugees fleeing tensions in Ivory Coast are still crossing the border into north-
eastern Liberia although the number of new arrivals is decreasing by the day,"
UNHCR spokesman Ron Redmond said.

Other UN agencies confirmed that the flow of refugees was slowing, but said tensions
remained high in Ivory Coast, particularly in the main city, Abidjan.

Aid workers in the southern city on the Atlantic coast reported a tense situation,
according to the UN's humanitarian coordinating agency (OCHA).

There were also reports of attacks on civilians along the dividing line between the
rebel-held north and government-controlled areas, where UN peacekeeping forces
had increased patrols, OCHA spokeswoman Elisabeth Byrs told journalists.

"There are also tensions and a precarious humanitarian situation in Korhogo (north),
where it is still risky for aid workers to leave the town," she added. Ivory Coast slid
back into violence after the government launched air strikes on rebel areas on
November 4, in violation of an 18-month-old ceasefire, killing nine French
peacekeepers and a US civilian.

Military action by France following the attack sparked anti-French riots by supporters
of Ivory Coast President Laurent Gbagbo, while thousands of foreigners and Ivorians
fled the country.

The refugees are straining supplies in impoverished and war-scarred Liberia and the
UN's World Food Programme (WFP) said it had flown about 60 tonnes of food to the
border region.

Aid agencies were examining ways of moving the refugees away from the border
area, despite the huge logistical difficulties involved.

"Support or distribution of food close to the border could provoke a new influx of
Ivorians to get food," WFP spokesman Simon Pluess said.
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DAKAR, 23 November (IRIN) - The turmoil in Cote d'lvoire has
brought cross-border trade screeching to a halt and with thousands
of people already flocking to the borders to escape, top UN officials
fear the conflict could rock the economy of the impoverished West
African region for many years to come.

"In the medium and long term there are still serious concerns. We
are not on the eve of a lasting settlement of the crisis," Ahmedou
Ould-Abdallah, the United Nations Special Representative for West
Africa, told IRIN in a recent interview.

"This is not good for understanding between countries and it is
certainly not good for confidence in the economy of the region.”

Cote d'lvoire, with its vast cocoa and coffee plantations, was once
the economic success story of the region, attracting immigrants from
neighbouring countries and European expatriates alike. The
gleaming skyscrapers in downtown Abidjan paid testament to what
many called the "Paris of Africa".

Before the outbreak of civil war, Cote d'lvoire accounted for 40
percent of the economic output of the Economic and Monetary
Union of West Africa (UMEOQA), a group of eight mainly French-
speaking countries that share the CFA franc as their common
currency

But a coup attempt launched by northern rebels against President
Laurent Gbagbo in September 2002, unleashed a deadly cycle of
violence. Earlier this month government troops shattered a
precarious 18-month ceasefire, bombing rebel strongholds and
raising the spectre of a return to full-scale fighting.

"How can we hope to attract foreign investment, essential for
creating the jobs that so many millions of West African youths
desperately need, if some of our leaders continue to pursue the
logic of war and vendetta year after year?" Ould-Abdallah said.

Gbagbo's attack on the north petered out after French peacekeeping
troops in Cote d'lvoire destroyed most of his small air force on the
ground. The United Nations subsequently slapped an arms embargo
on both sides in the conflict and African leaders are scurrying to
resolve the crisis.

However, many diplomats think the lull in hostilities is just temporary
and they are worried about the regional fallout of the Ivorian conflict.

hrtp://www.alertnet.org/printable.htm?URL=/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/ 0e5ffb0a9e¢01c6daaefc824708e... 24/11/2004



Reuters AlertNet - COTE D IVOIRE: Economic aftershocks of crisis may be felt around region for ye... Page 2 of 5

"We will most likely see a slow but lasting degeneration of the
economies (of neighbouring countries)," said Herve Ludovic de Lys,
the head of UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

Affairs' (OCHA) regional support team in West Africa.

"The informal sector, which can generate up to 70 percent of the
revenues of certain countries in the region, will be disrupted in the
long-term by this crisis," de Lys said. "Workers and vendors will
move around with great difficulty from now on because of all the
roadblocks and searches."

He noted that many of the four million immigrants in Cote d'lvoire,
from Burkina Faso, Mali, Guinea and other nearby countries, would
find it difficult to make the trip back home and hand over vital funds
to their extended families.

"Seasonal migrations, that are tied to the coffee and cocoa harvests,
have been interrupted by recent events, depriving neighbouring
countries of revenues from Cote d'lvoire,” de Lys said.

Economic Standstill

Ould-Abdallah agreed that the latest unrest had taken a toll on
cross-border traffic.

"The economic exchanges at the border are at a standstill," he said
in an interview in his Dakar office. "And related to it, but making it
worse are roadblocks... People have been stopped, had money
taken away from them, and they have been ransomed."

An IRIN correspondent who visited Zegoua, a town on the main
border crossing between Mali Cote d'lvoire, earlier this month,
witnessed this knock-on effect first-hand.

The town lies on the all-important Highway 7, the road used by
truckers used to ferry cotton, Mali's main export, to the Ivorian port
of Abidjan. A host of imported goods, including fuel, cement and
construction materials, are brought back into landlocked Mali on the
return journey.

Local officials said that normally about 700 trucks use the Zegoua
border crossing each day, earning the Malian state between 180
million and 200 million CFA francs (US $360,000 to $US 400,000)
each month in customs duties. Now that revenue has vanished.

“When the crisis broke out, the big trucks suddenly stopped coming
and, as if by magic, the town emptied," Fatogoma Ouattara, the
mayor of Zegoua, explained. "Transit agents and other economic
operators simply left town."

Mali, Burkina Faso and Niger have been trying, with limited success,
to divert their external trade to other ports on the West African coast
since the Ivorian conflict began. But the economies of all three
countries have been hard hit by the disruption of foreign trade and a
reduced flow of remittances from migrant workers.

Mali, Burkina Faso and Guinea have also struggled to absorb an
influx of more than 600,000 returning migrants fieeing conflict in

http://www.alertnet.org/printable.htm?URL=/thenews/newsdesk/IRIN/OeSfbea9e0 1c6daaefc824708e... 24/11/2004



Reuters AlertNet - COTE D IVOIRE: Economic aftershocks of crisis may be felt around region for ye... Page 3 of 5

Cote d'lvoire. UN analysts have warned privately that the exodus
could more than double if the country relapses into full-scale civil
war.

The race now is to stop the economic aftershocks toppling West
African countries like dominoes.

"We know there is a real "domino effect" linked to instability or the
deterioration in living conditions for people which provides ripe
ground for conflicts and crises," OCHA's de Lys said.

He used the example of Burkina Faso, which is rated third from
bottom in the UN's Human Development Index. Thousands of
Burkinabe, mainly cocoa workers, have fled Cote d'lvoire since
2002, fearing ethnic reprisals and allegations of being in cahoots
with the rebels. Gbagbo has repeatedly accused Burkina Faso of
supporting the insurgency.

"What is the exact impact of 350,000 Burkinabe returning to the
villages their families come from?" de Lys said.

"The idea is to have an urgent economic plan for countries that are
emerging from conflict and for the neighbouring countries that are
suffering the consequences of those conflicts,” he added.

One of the key problems facing aid agencies is that most of Cote
d'Ivoire's neighbours are already grappling to shrug off their own
war-torn past, or trying desperately to prevent their own descent into
chaos.

Fragile neighbours

"The neighbouring countries certainly cannot cope with this," UN
representative Ould-Abdallah said. "Liberia has just started finding
its feet, as has Sierra Leone and the Forest Region of Guinea is a
difficult area. Exposing these countries, not to mention Burkina Faso
and Mali, to economic constraints of this kind is a big problem.”

Even for better-off countries like Ghana, which is considered a
beacon of stability and relative prosperity in the region, worries
remain, particularly when it comes to refugees from Cote d'lvoire.

"It's the easiest destination for political reasons. And Ghana does
not need large inflows of refugees or displaced persons. They have
presidential elections in two weeks," Ould-Abdallah explained.

But so far the main flow of refugees has been into eastern Liberia.

Officials of the UN refugee agency UNHCR told IRIN that up to
20,000 lvorian refugees had marched through dense jungle or
squeezed into canoes over the past three weeks, to reach safety in
Liberia, even though that meant setting up camp in a country which
is only just recovering from its own 14-year civil war.

Residents in the Liberian border town of Butuo have been
experiencing the fall-out from the conflict next door at first hand. The
town had a population of about 1,000 at the beginning of November,
but that has sky-rocketed to 6,000 as the refugees flood in. Host
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families are sheltering up to 10 refugees in a house.

"Because those brothers and sisters who seek refuge here are
mostly of the same tribe, we ordered our local dwellers to
accommodate them into their homes and share with them whatever
food they have," Albert Fanga, the superintendent of the district, told
IRIN. "But the food is getting low."

Another concern around the porous border areas, is that
combatants, idle for more than a year since the end of the Liberia
civil war, might be sucked back into conflict across the frontier.

"If they find a new employer, they will go," Ould-Abdallah, , the UN's
top official in West Africa, said.

Aid workers are also fretting that child soldiers may be a particularly
vulnerable prey for foreign recruiters.

"(We are concerned) that many of the Liberian child combatants
recently disarmed, demobilised and reunified with their families... will
be re-recruited by the fighting factions in Ivory Coast," said Samuel
Kamanda, a child protection officer with the US-based International
Rescue Committee.

Stealing the limelight

Mediation efforts to break the political deadlock have intensified this
month. The UN Security Council has weighed in with an arms
embargo and has warned that travel bans and asset freezes will
swing into action next month if the key players do not haul
themselves back onto the peace path by 15 December.

The African Union has designated South African President Thabo
Mbeki to mediate and bring the two sides together. He has already
met with Gbagbo as well as opposition and rebel leaders to try to
find a way out of the impasse. The Economic Community Of West
African States (ECOWAS), chaired by Ghanaian President John
Kufuor, has also been playing a key role.

But experts noted that the diplomatic whirlwind around Cote d'lvoire,
while crucial, was also sapping attention away from other important
but less headline-grabbing problems in West Africa.

"It is a strain on these institutions and a drain on their resources,”
Ould-Abdallah said. "We have other problems -- Guinea Bissau,
Liberia and Sierra Leone. We have countries that need to be
supported, but no-one has time to think of them because of the
crisis in Cote d'lvoire."

"How do we draw the attention of the international community and
development partners to... others when you have a crisis of such

magnitude?”

It was a message echoed by a senior World Food Programme
(WFP) official at the weekend in Sierra Leone, a country which is
still recovering from a decade-long civil war that ended in 2002.

Jean-Jacques Graisse told a WFP conference that donors had given
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the agency just three quarters of funds requested for the West
African region for 2004 -- around US$ 61 million of a US$ 82 million
appeal.

"With all the crises in the world, it is easy to overlook Guinea, Liberia
and Sierra Leone, where headline-grabbing conflict has ended,”
Graisse said.

"But this would be exactly the wrong time to neglect this sub-region.
It is up to the world community to secure this peace.”
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