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BBC World Service Trust 
Tuesday, 25 August 2009 
 
Report from The Hague 
 
Cue 
The United Nations Panel of Experts report in 2000 alleged that an illegal diamonds trade involving 
Former Liberian President Charles Taylor and the RUF Rebels fuelled the decade long civil war in Sierra 
Leone. The UN Panel damning report has taken center stage at Mr. Taylor’s war crimes trial in The 
Hague. Mr. Taylor denied any government officials involvement in the trade and wondered why America 
cannot stop the drug trade at its border with Mexico. Joseph Cheeseman reports. 
 
CHEESEMAN: The UN Panel alleged that Mr. Taylor had a Liberian representative in the Sierra Leonean 
town of Kono to supervise diamond mining operations there. 
The UN Panel report named Dennis “Superman” Mingo, a Liberian, as Mr. Taylor’s representative to the 
diamond rich town of Kono. 
 
Mr. Taylor told the court diamond transactions did not take place between him any member of the RUF. 
TAYLOR: Don’t know who they’re talking about, never had any representative anywhere. This kind of 
thinking, you can see the type of bias that I’m talking about. Every other country where diamonds are 
being illegally smuggled through is being done without the complicity of the leadership of that country, 
but you have a little rat in Liberia called Charles Taylor that is stealing diamonds.  
 
CHEESEMAN: The Panel reported that it was not possible for such huge diamond trade to have taken 
place between Sierra Leone and Liberia without the permission of Liberian officials. 
The former Liberian President denied any government involvement in the illicit trade. 
TAYLOR: Tourists buy diamonds, okay. They do not require government intervention or official 
intervention at any level. None whatsoever. Then and now. 
 
COURTENAY GRIFFITHS: Now, Mr. Taylor, there’s another question. But can you say today that there 
was no Liberian government involvement in the movement of diamonds through Monrovia?  
TAYLOR: None. 
 
GRIFFITHS: Can you say that there was none?  
 
TAYLOR: I can say that without stupor, without even blinking. There was none. It was not required. 
There was none.  
 
WILLIAMS: The Panel further declared that some government officials took advantage of the weak 
administration of Mr. Taylor to engage in the diamond trade with the RUF. 
Mr. Taylor disagreed, and described the Panel’s suggestion as foolish.  
He said the dense forest of Liberia makes it difficult for any government to detect smuggling across the 
border.  
 
Mr. Taylor told the court America has similar problem at its border with Mexico. 
TAYLOR: Why can’t they stop the drugs coming out of Mexico? These things are bulky, okay? They 
can’t stop the drugs from coming out with billions of dollars being spent on the US-Mexico border, 
building a fence and all, but little Liberia in the forest of West Africa with a little stone must be able to be 
detected. I mean, this is preposterous.  
 
WILLIAMS: Mr. Taylor told the court the UN Panel of Experts visited Liberia during his administration, 
but he was not given the opportunity to respond to the allegation of gun running and illicit diamond trade. 
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CharlesTaylorTrial.org (The Hague)  
Tuesday, 25 August 2009 
 
Liberia: Charles Taylor Dismisses United Nations Report On Sierra Leone as 'Disgraceful' 
 
Alpha Sesay 
 
A 2001 United Nations Expert Panel Report, which accused Mr. Taylor of fueling the conflict in Sierra 
Leone through diamond and arms trade with Sierra Leonean rebel forces, took center stage today in Mr. 
Taylor's testimony. Mr. Taylor dismissed the report as "disgraceful" and full of  "disinformation," as he 
refuted all its allegations against him. 
 
The report, which Mr Taylor dismissed as biased against him in yesterday's testimony, alleged that Mr. 
Taylor received diamonds from two key rebel commanders in Sierra Leone: Ibrahim Ba, a Senegalese 
rebel commander who worked with Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels, and Johnny Paul Koroma, 
leader of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC), a group of soldiers who overthrew the 
government of President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah in May 1997. The AFRC joined forces with the RUF 
rebels but they were forcefully removed from power by West African peacekeepers in February 1998. Mr. 
Taylor denied receiving diamonds from any of these individuals. 
 
"I never had a business relationship with Ibrahim Ba. I have never collaborated with Ba for any sale of 
diamonds. There has never been a business relationship with Ba. None whatsoever. There are no 
documents to prove this. I don't recall any evidence that mentioned diamonds taken from Johnny Paul 
Koroma," Mr. Taylor said. 
 
The UN report further named several individuals with whom Mr. Taylor is said to have had diamond 
transactions including Lt. Colonels Kennedy, Abdul Razak and Victor, each of whom were commanders 
of an RUF "mining unit" in Kono diamond fields in Sierra Leone. Responding to this, Mr. Taylor said that 
"I have had no contact with any of them." 
 
The report also accused Mr. Taylor of having representatives in Kono and Tongo Fields in Sierra Leone, 
where the RUF rebels mined diamonds. Mr. Taylor denied having any representative in any of these 
places. 
 
"I don't know who they are talking about but I never had any representative anywhere," Mr. Taylor told 
the judges. 
 
Mr. Taylor also responded to allegations in the UN report that the RUF guesthouse in Liberia was used by 
RUF commanders for diamond transactions. Mr. Taylor denied knowledge of any such transactions taking 
place. "If I had found out, it would have been shut down. I had no idea it was used for such business 
activities," he said. 
 
Mr. Taylor told the judges that while he did "not dispute the fact that diamonds were smuggled to 
Liberia,"  his government had no involvement in such diamond deals. He denied receiving any diamonds 
from RUF commander Sam Bockarie. 
 
The prosecution has alleged that while RUF leader Foday Sankoh was imprisoned in Nigeria, RUF 
commanders took diamonds to Mr. Taylor for safe keeping pending the release of their leader. Mr. Taylor 
has denied this allegation. 
 
"I had no knowledge of the fact that Sam Bockarie brought diamonds to Liberia. I did not hold diamonds 
for safe keeping, I did not hold diamonds pending anybody's release," Mr. Taylor told the judges. 
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According to the UN Expert Report, "this trade [diamond trade with the RUF] cannot be conducted 
without high level government involvement." Denying his government's involvement in the diamond trade 
with RUF rebels, Mr. Taylor told the court that "the nature of the diamond trade then and now did not 
require any government involvement. This is the case not only in Liberia. Tourists buy diamonds," he 
said. 
 
Mr. Taylor referenced that even though the United States has a fence separating its border with Mexico, 
that has not stopped drug cartels from transporting drugs into the United States. "Why do they expect 
Liberia to detect little stones coming to the country? It is insulting," he said. 
 
The UN Expert Report also stated that Mr. Taylor maintained training facilities for RUF rebels at various 
locations in Liberia including Batala. Mr. Taylor denied that any such training facilities existed. "None 
whatsoever, no training facilities for RUF in Liberia," he said. 
 
He also told the judges that no prosecution witness has mentioned any training facility for the RUF at 
Batala. The only training facility that has been mentioned by prosecution witnesses is the one at Camp 
Name, Mr. Taylor said.  According to the UN Expert Report, there is sufficient oral and documentary 
evidence to show that trainings were taking place at Batala. In response, Mr. Taylor explained that Sierra 
Leonean rebels who had followed Sam Bockarie when he relocated to Liberia in December 1999 were 
trained at Batala as part of the Anti Terrorist Unit (ATU) but they underwent such training only after they 
had been granted Liberian citizenship. They were therefore not RUF rebels anymore, he said. 
 
Mr. Taylor went on to dismiss the legitimacy of the report altogether.  "This is the UN Panel writing this 
report and it is disgraceful. They should have done their home work. This is disinformation," he said. 
 
Mr. Taylor is responding to allegations that he provided support for RUF rebels in Sierra Leone through 
the supply of arms and ammunition in return for diamonds. The prosecution also alleges that Mr. Taylor 
gave direct orders to RUF commanders and that through his acts or omissions; he bears responsibility for 
the crimes committed by RUF rebels in Sierra Leone. Mr. Taylor has denied all these allegations. He is 
presently testifying as a witness in his own defense at the Special Court for Sierra Leone. 
 
Mr. Taylor's testimony continues tomorrow. 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 25 August 2009  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

UNMIL Official Subject of Underage Sex Crime Probe Commits Suicide in 
Liberia 
08/24/09 - FPA STAFF REPORT 

  

Monrovia –   Tragedy eclipsed Liberia’s Flag Day celebrations Monday when an American citizen Dale 
Allen Fosnight died in Monrovia at his home in an apparent suicide. A statement from the Ministry of 
Justice late Monday night said at the time of Fosnight’s death, he was the subject of an investigation 
of alleged sexual abuse of minors. “As a civilian staff member of the United Nations Mission in Liberia 
(UNMIL), his case was under investigation by both the government of Liberia, the U.N. Office of 
Internal Oversight Services.” The statement said: “The United States takes seriously all allegations 
of sexual crimes against children overseas, and U.S. Government law enforcement agencies were 
cooperating with the investigation for possible law enforcement agencies were cooperating with the 
investigation for possible prosecution of Mr. Fosnight in the U.S. under the “Protective Act” or other 
applicable laws. We regret the unfortunate circumstances of Mr. Fosnight’s death and extend our 
sympathy to his family.” 

International Clips on West Africa 

Sierra Leone 
 

Taylor Says UN Report on Diamonds and Guns was Biased Against 
Him; CIA helped his Rebel Group  

Aug 25, 2009 (CharlesTaylorTrial.org/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Charles Taylor today 
said that a 2001 United Nations expert report, which accused him of providing military and financial 
support to Sierra Leonean rebels in exchange for diamonds, contained an expert who was unfairly 
biased against Mr. Taylor. He also claimed that his rebel group which launched a civil war in Liberia 
in 1989 got support and equipment from the CIA. In describing the 2001 United Nations Panel of 
Experts Report on Gun Running and Diamond Smuggling in Sierra Leone, Mr. Taylor said that he 
raised alarms when he found out who was appointed as the reporting experts. When Ian Smillie-who 
in a prior report had accused Mr. Taylor of involvement in diamond-for-arms trade in Sierra Leone- 
was named an expert, Mr. Taylor wrote a letter to the UN Secretary General questioning Mr. Smillie's 
appointment. These concerns, Mr. Taylor said, were ignored by the UN and Mr. Smillie remained on 
the panel.  

Guinea 

Two killed in demonstrations in Guinea town  

ABIDJAN, Aug. 24 (Xinhua) -- The quelling of demonstrations over water shortage in the Guinean 
town of Kamsar on Monday morning left two people dead and some others seriously injured, 
according to media reports reaching here from Conkary.  Soldiers reportedly opened fire when 
quelling the disturbance. Some infrastructure and private residences were destroyed by the 
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demonstrators.  The local water shortage was suspected linked with Compagnie des Bauxites de 
Guinee (CBG)'s in Kamsar, which used a great deal of water and electricity in production.  

'All God's Children:' Exposing the abuses of children of 
missionaries  

Source: McClatchy-Tribune Information Services Date: August 25, 2009  

Aug. 25--Marilyn Shellrude Christman of Seattle was only 7 years old when she was sent to a 
boarding school for children of missionaries in Guinea, West Africa, in 1961. For eight years, in the 
remote, isolated school, she says, she was emotionally and spiritually abused. At times, she was also 
physically and sexually abused -- in some cases by a man who served as a dorm parent there, she 
said. It wasn't until decades later that she realized she hadn't been the only abused child at Mamou 
Alliance Academy, a now-closed boarding school run by the Christian and Missionary Alliance 
(C&MA), an evangelical Protestant denomination. Christman's story, along with those of two other 
families whose children attended Mamou, are told in the documentary "All God's Children," which has 
its West Coast premiere tonight at Mercer Island Presbyterian Church.  

Local Media – Newspaper 
Government Confirms Death of UNMIL Personnel under Probe for Alleged Sexual Offense      
 (The Inquirer, National Chronicle) 

 
• Government has confirmed the death of an American-UNMIL personnel, Dale Allen Fosnight at 

his home in Monrovia on Monday.  
• According to a Justice Ministry statement, Mr. Fosnight was undergoing investigation for 

alleged sexual abuse of minors. 
• Reports say the American died around the in Sinkor Old Road suburb in a suicide incident.  
• A statement issued in Monrovia said UNMIL and the US Embassy was jointly investigating 

Fosnight. 
• The Statement said both the Liberian and U.S.  Governments, as well as UNMIL take very 

seriously all allegations of sexual crimes against children. 
• The Statement added that the investigation was continuing as some associates of Fosnight 

are being questioned.  
 
No Mandate to Regulate Tuition At Private Schools, Says Education Minister       
 (The News, New Democrat) 
 

• Education Minister, Dr. Joseph Korto said the Ministry does not have the statutory mandate to 
regulate the fees and tuition of private schools in the country. 

• Dr. Korto said though the schools were part of the national education system the Ministry 
only had the authority to institute a compel compliance methodology on issues such as 
curriculum and school calendar. 

• He said the Ministry however lacked the supervisory mandate in determining the tuition of 
private schools. 

• Speaking to reporters on Monday, Dr. Korto said the Ministry is presently bargaining with the 
head of private schools to ensure that the situation is brought under control. 

 
 
National Flag Day Orator Calls for Reconciliation       
 (The Inquirer, The News, The Informer, New Democrat, Daily Observer) 
 

• The orator of Liberia’s 162nd Flag Day, Mrs. Christine Norman has warned that Liberia would 
never enjoy sustainable peace in the absence of total reconciliation.  

• Mrs. Norman said in order to achieve reconciliation, perpetrators of evil against the Liberian 
people must apologize for their wrongdoings. 

• Madam Norman said there was also a need for Liberians to change the content of their 
characters in order to sustain the country’s fragile peace. 
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• The Orator of this year’s Flag Day expressed opposition to any attempt to change the flag of 
the country saying though similar to the United States flag it remains unique to the Liberian 
state. 

• At the same time, Education Minister Dr. Joseph Korto has instructed school authorities to 
begin the teaching of patriotic songs in schools with immediate effect. 

• Minister Korto observed it was becoming increasingly clear that Liberians have forgotten the 
country’s national songs including ‘God bless Liberia’. 

• Meanwhile, this year’s drill competition known as Cadet Corps Drill was won by the Booker 
Washington Institute, followed by the G.W Gibson and the William V.S Tubman High schools. 

• In brief remarks, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf described the flag as a true symbol of unity.       
 
Council of Churches, New DEAL Clash over TRC Report  
(The Inquirer, Daily Observer) 
    

• The Liberian Council of Churches (LCC) and the New Democratic Alternative for Liberia 
Movement (New DEAL Movement) have expressed contrasting positions on the recently 
released Draft Report of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) of Liberia. 

• The positions of the two groups were reflected in separate statements issued in Monrovia 
over the weekend. 

• The LCC in a seven-page statement issued in Monrovia identified several alleged violations in 
the report including omission of critical national issues. 

• The LCC noted the findings conducted by the investigative experts in the fifteen counties were 
clearly absent from the report saying they believe the counties opposed the prosecution of 
alleged perpetrators. 

• However, the New Deal has described the recommendations contained in the TRC report as 
the singular most important roadmap for social justice and an effective check on impunity in 
post-conflict Liberia.  

 
US$300,000 Request Compromises Probe 
(The News, New Democrat, National Chronicle) 
 

• Days after President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf placed a moratorium on the Liberia Petroleum 
Refinery Company (LPRC)-ZAKHEM contract and appointed a committee to review the 
contract there are reports that the committee’s work has been compromised. 

• The report said a member of the committee Aloysisus Jappah allegedly solicited an amount of 
US$300,000 from LPRC’s Managing Director to influence the committee’s findings. 

• The attempt to extort the money was revealed in an affidavit from Mr. Greaves detailing the 
matter. 

• Meanwhile, the report said President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has the Justice Ministry to 
investigate the extortion claim.  

• According to Justice Ministry officials, the probe has been simultaneously taking place along 
with another investigation into controversies over a US$24.8 million contract signed between 
the Liberia Petroleum Refining Company (LPRC) and Zakhem International Construction Ltd 
for the rehabilitation and expansion of the LPRC product storage terminal.  
 

President Sirleaf Upbeat about Progress At Bureau of Maritime  
• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has expressed enthusiasm over the level of progress made by 

the Bureau of Maritime Affairs (BMA) as it revamps the ruined Liberia Marine Training 
Institute (LMTI) in Marshall, Margibi County. 

• The LMTI facilities are undergoing a comprehensive facelift, with renovation and repair works 
being carried out on its administrative and school buildings, as well as dormitory and staff 
quarters. 

• A total of about 12 buildings, including staff dormitories and a training center are being 
rehabilitated. 

• The cost of the project is almost US$1 million and is being funded by the BMA. 
 

 
Local Media – Star Radio (culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
Government Confirms Death of Alleged Sex “Offender”      
(Also reported on Radio Veritas) 
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No Mandate to Regulate Tuition At Private Schools, Says Education Minister       
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
National Flag Day Orator Calls for Reconciliation       
(Also reported on Radio Veritas, Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Senate Begins Confirmation of Nominees of INHCR 

• The confirmation of nominees to the Independent National Human Rights Commission begins 
today at the Senate. 

• The confirmation hearings come a week after President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf appointed a 
seven-member panel to the Human Rights Commission. 

• The Commission chaired by Cllr. Bedor-Wla Freeman comprises Losene Bility, Attorney Esther 
Seton-Cee and Clinton Layweh as members. Other members of the Commission include 
George Dayrell, Anthony Boakai and Joseph Cornomia, an activist of a war crimes court in 
Liberia. 

• Under the TRC Act, the Independent Human Rights Commission is responsible to enforce all 
recommendations of the Truth Commission.  

 
LCC Gives Position on TRC Report    

• The Liberia Council of Churches has released its official position on the final report of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  

• In its seven-page statement issued in Monrovia, the LCC identified several alleged violations 
in the report including omission of critical national issues. 

• The LCC noted the findings conducted by the investigative experts in the fifteen counties were 
clearly absent from the report saying they believe the counties opposed the prosecution of 
alleged perpetrators. 

• The Council’s statement read by its President, Bishop John Innis argues that the prosecution 
clause for alleged perpetrators was an input from the May 9, Virginia conference. 

• According to the LCC statement, large portions of the TRC final recommendations are not 
enforceable. 

• Meanwhile, the President of the LCC, United Methodist Bishop, John Innis has called on 
individuals accused in the TRC report to offer open apology to the Liberian people.   

 
                                                                 ****  
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Tuesday, 25 August 2009 
 
By John Kollie 
 
TAYLOR TRIAL/ 25-08-09/ TAYLOR DENIES APPOINTING REPRESENTATIVE AT RUF 
DIAMONDS SITES 
 
The United Nations Panel of Experts report in 2000 alleged that an illegal diamonds trade 
involving Former Liberian President Charles Taylor and the RUF Rebels fuelled the 
decade long civil war in Sierra Leone. The UN Panel damning report has taken center 
stage at Mr. Taylor’s war crimes trial in The Hague. Mr. Taylor denied any government 
officials involvement in the trade and wondered why America cannot stop the drug trade at 
its border with Mexico. John Kollie transcribes The Hague reports for the BBC World 
Service Trust…. 
 
The UN Panel alleged that Mr. Taylor had a Liberian representative in the Sierra Leonean town of Kono 
to supervise diamonds mining operations there. The UN Panel report named Dennis Superman Mingo, a 
Liberian as Mr. Taylor’s representative to the diamond rich town of Kono. 
 
Mr. Taylor told the court diamond transactions did not take place between him any member of the RUF.  
The Panel reported that it was not possible for such huge diamond trade to have taken place between 
Sierra Leone and Liberia without the permission of Liberian officials. 
The Former Liberian President denied any government involvement in the illicit trade. 
The Panel further declared that some government officials took advantage of the weak administration of 
Mr. Taylor to engage in the diamond trade with the RUF. 
 
Mr. Taylor disagreed, and described the Panel’s suggestion as foolish. He said the dense forest of Liberia 
makes it difficult for any government to detect smuggling across the border.  
 
Mr. Taylor told the court America has similar problem at its border with Mexico. Mr. Taylor told the 
court the UN Panel of Experts visited Liberia during his administration, but he was not given the 
opportunity to respond to the allegation of gun running and illicit diamond trade. 
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide 
Tuesday, 25 August 2009 
 
ICC Prosecutor: "releasing Bemba would be an error" 
 
By International Justice Desk  
 

 
The Hague, 
Netherlands  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jean-Pierre Bemba should remain in custody to the end of his trial, prosecutor Luis Moreno Ocampo stated in a 
filing presented to the International Criminal Court (ICC).  

The ICC ruled that the former Vice-President of the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) Jean-Pierre Bemba 
Gombo might await his trial outside prison. But in appealing the court's decision, Ocampo said the provisional 
release would be a "mistake." 
 
“Mr. Bemba is still presumed innocent but must stay in the detention centre. We will do all we can to ensure he 
stands trial as soon as possible and that victims see justice done” he said. 

Ocampo said that Bemba is now closer to trial and, if convicted, subject to a potentially lengthy sentence. 

The court confirmed war crimes charges against Bemba earlier this year. And Ocampo believes that "increases the 
incentive to flee and to obstruct the prosecution. It also increases the capacity to harm witnesses, since the Bemba 
knows the identity of the witnesses and will continue to discover essential prosecution evidence." 
  
  
The Court postponed the execution of the provisional release of Mr. Bemba because it has to find a state likely to 
host him. 

The six countries where Bemba requested to stay - Belgium, France, Portugal, South Africa, Italy and Germany - 
must submit their observations to the Court during the hearings between 7 and September 14. 

Ocampo requested suspensive effect to the appeal, so that there is no possibility of Mr. Bemba’s release while it is 
under consideration by the Appeals Chamber. 

The trial date for Mr. Bemba (46) accused of murder, rape and looting committed by particular their militia, the 
Movement for the Liberation of Congo (MLC), Central between October 2002 and March 2003, has not yet been 
fixed. 
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Radio Netherlands Worldwide 
Tuesday, 25 August 2009 
 
By International Justice Desk  
 
KRouge trial can help heal Cambodian victims' trauma 
 

 
 
Phnom Pehn, Cambodia  

 

 

The trial of former 
Khmer Rouge leaders is a
chance for the regime's 
victims to overcome their 
lingering trauma, a 
psychological expert told 

Cambodia's UN-backed tribunal Tuesday.  

 

Dr Chhim Sotheara was testifying at the trial of Duch, whose real name is Kaing Guek Eav and who 
stands accused of overseeing the torture and execution of roughly 12,000 people at Tuol Sleng prison 
during the regime's 1975-79 rule. 

But the expert, who is director of Cambodia's Transcultural Psycho-social Organisation, noted that the 
victims' trauma seemed to reoccur after they observed the court proceedings. The denial by some Khmer 
Rouge leaders of their roles in the atrocities also created more pain for the victims, he said. 

Chhim Sotheara said that people were traumatised throughout the nation after the Khmer Rouge destroyed 
the country's infrastructure and created an "environment of fear". 

He told the court that Cambodians could cope with their three-decade-old trauma only when justice had 
been served and the truth behind regime was revealed. 

"The trial of the former leaders of the Khmer Rouge is an opportunity for the victims who have suffered 
and who have been traumatised for many years to overcome their trauma through justice," he said. 

"It will be very helpful to heal the wounds, the suffering of those victims," he added. 

Chhim Sotheara told the court that for every five Cambodians, two had developed trauma, while 14 
percent of country's population aged over 18 had experienced post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Led by Pol Pot, who died in 1998, the Khmer Rouge emptied Cambodia's cities in a bid to forge an 
agrarian utopia, resulting in the deaths of up to two million people from starvation, overwork and torture. 
  

 

http://www.tpocambodia.org/

