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Awareness Times (Online) 
Monday, 25 February 2008 
 
Law School Holds Foundation Day in Sierra Leone 
By Abdul Karim Kabia 

 

The Council of Legal Education, Sierra Leone Law Council commemorated its Eighteenth 
Foundation Day, Saturday 23rd February 2008 at the Leone Preparatory School Hall, King 
Harman Road in Freetown. ‘Contemporary Challenges Confronting the Legal Profession in 
Sierra Leone’ was the theme for the event which attracted a galaxy of legal practitioners.  

Arnold Gooding 

In his welcome statement, Hon. Justice Bankole Thompson who is the Interim Director of the 
Sierra Leone Law School, pinpointed the importance the school places on commemorating its 
Foundation Day. He also stated that the school’s present enrolment consists of 37 students of 
which 10 are foreign nationals from The Gambia and Cameroon. He said the rationale behind 
such a theme was borne out of the fact that though lawyers belong to the intellectual class as 
custodians of the law, the profession is being negatively perceived by the public. 

The Chairman of the occasion, who also doubles as Registrar of the School, Blyden Jenkins 
Johnson intimated that as one of the midwives to the establishment of the Law School in 1990, 
he is very proud of the rapid growth of that institution. He said it was no miscalculation to 
establish the school as it has yielded dividends. He expressed his fervent hope that the school 
would continue with the pace.  

The Secretary General of the Legal Council, Johannes O.S Wellington who took the podium 
next intimated that the profession is faced with a whole lot of challenges, ranging from 
professional manner of practice to the question of lawyers practicing outside the Legal Council’s 
Act. He also made a reference to the absence of a legal code of conduct for practitioners as 
another major challenge. 
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On his part, the President of the Sierra Leone Bar Association, Lawyer C.F. Edwards informed 
the audience that with the establishment of the Law School in 1990, the problem of students 
being forced to travel abroad to study law has been eased. He therefore extended his sincere 
thanks and gratitude to those who have sacrificed a lot to see the school grow, as it has 
immensely improved the standard of the legal profession in the country. 

He however noted with dismay that most legal practitioners avoid practicing in the provinces. He 
advised young lawyers to consider practicing the profession in the provinces has it has been a 
fantastic experience to him. He ended by assuring the school that the Bar Association will 
always give the necessary support when required.  
 
 

A. Tejan-Cole 

The Chairman of the Anti Corruption Commission, Hon. Abdul Tejan Cole iterated that gone are 
the days when the activities of lawyers were limited to the court room as the profession has 
grown and become more dynamic than that. He said a lawyer should be a harmonizer, legal 
architect and an engineer of peace. He underscored the mission of the school as being a 
training ground for legal practitioners to understand social issues, lawyers’ skills and to take part 
in providing access to justice among others. 

Giving the Foundation Day lecture, the guest lecturer of the occasion, Arnold Bishop Gooding 
who is also a Legal Practitioner and Investment Consultant pointed out that he initially was very 
skeptical of the school’s success, but said he is now happy to see the institution of age as 
evidenced by its production of distinguished Barristers, including the ACC Boss, Hon. Abdul 
Tejan Cole and Mrs. Jamesina King, Chairperson, Human Rights Commission to name but a 
few. 

He intimated that law practitioners have a duty to the courts, the profession and to the people by 
upholding the ethics of the noble profession.  
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Arnold Bishop Gooding emphasized the point that lawyers belong to a responsible and 
respectable class of the citizenry; hence the need to desist from the language of violence. He 
said they should practice the language of words which is the Lawyer’s language, and that the 
courtroom can no way be compared to an Olympic pitch for boxers. 

He also advised that Lawyers should strive to uphold the nobility of the bench as according to 
him, "without a noble Bench there will be no noble Bar."  

In his conclusion, the Guest Speaker emphasized the need for judges to be adequately paid in 
order to achieve a true state of justice in the country. 
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Afrol News 
Monday, 25 February 2008 
http://www.afrol.com/articles/28111 
 
S Leone warlords lost appeal  
 
afrol News, 25 February - The Appeals Chamber of the UN backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has 
upheld the long sentences it had earlier imposed on the three leaders of the defunct ruling Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council (AFRC). 
 
The three - Alex Tamba Brima, Brima Bazzy Kamara and Santigie Borbor Kanu - were convicted last 
June on 11 of the 14 counts of war crimes, crimes against humanity and other violations of international 
humanitarian law.  
 
Brima and Kanu were each sentenced to 50 years in prison while Kamara received 45 years. 
 
Unsatisfied with the outcome of the case, the ex-junta leaders filed an appeal.  
 
But the presiding judge and President of Sierra Leone's war crimes court, Justice Gelega King, had upheld 
the judgment and sentence of the trial chamber because it was "pursuant to Section 102 of procedure and 
evidence." 
 
The convicts are due to serve their jail terms in an undisclosed African country.  
 
The prosecution team also contested an earlier sentence the court imposed on leaders of the former civil 
defence forces [Kamajor fighters], arguing that their jail term did not march with their committed crimes.  
 
Meanwhile, the trial of the former rebel-turned-President of Liberia, continues at The Hague, with the 
18th prosecution witness appearing on the witness box on Thursday. Charles Taylor has been tried for his 
alleged involvement in Sierra Leone's civil war.  
 
 
By staff writer 
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Associated Press 
Saturday, 23 February 2008 
 
Sierra Leone court upholds war-crimes convictions  
  
Clarence Roy-Macaulay | Freetown, Sierra Leone   
  
A United Nations-backed court on Friday upheld the convictions of three former rebel leaders who were 
sentenced to half-century prison terms last year for rape, murder and other war crimes committed during 
Sierra Leone's decade-long conflict. 
 
The three were leaders of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, a junta that overthrew an elected 
government in 1997 and was ousted by a Nigerian-led peacekeeping force the following year. 
 
Defence lawyers had appealed the July verdicts. The prison sentences were the first punishments handed 
down by the war-crimes tribunal since it was set up. 
 
"This final decision closes a violent chapter in the history of Sierra Leone," said prosecutor Stephen Rapp. 
 
The West African nation's war lasted from 1991 to 2002. 
 
Indicted in 2003, the three men's joint trial began in Freetown two years later. On Friday, a five-judge 
appeals chamber of the court dismissed the appeal, saying in a statement it was "without merit".  
 
Presiding Judge George Gelaga-King said the judging panel "took into consideration the gravity of the 
crimes committed, as being the most heinous, brutal and atrocious crimes ever recorded in human 
history". 
 
The three are Alex Tamba Brima, Santigie Borbor Kanu and Brima Bazzy Kamara. They were convicted 
of 11 war-crimes charges, including terrorism, enslavement, rape and murder. The July ruling marked the 
first time an international court issued a conviction on the conscription of child soldiers, who in Sierra 
Leone were often drugged and forced into battle. 
 
"Those who came forward to tell their stories as witnesses are nothing short of heroic," Rapp said. "These 
men, women and even children took great risks so that the world would know the horrors that the people 
of this country suffered. Their bravery has ensured that the men responsible for these atrocious crimes 
would not escape justice." 
 
He added: "Today's judgement resulted from the courage of the people of Sierra Leone. It is this courage 
that gives us all great hope of a future of justice and progress in this country. And, above all, of peace." 
 
As each of the former rebel leaders left the court, they waved to their relatives and friends who had come 
to watch the public hearing. -- Sapa-AP  
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Global  
By Agencies     
A UN-backed court has upheld the convictions of 
three former Sierra Leone fighters sentenced to 50-
year prison terms for rape, murder and other war 
crimes committed during their country's decade-long 
conflict.  

The five-judge chamber dismissed the appeal by the 
men's defence lawyers on Friday as "without merit". 
  
"This final decision closes a violent chapter in the 
history of Sierra Leone," Stephen Rapp, the 
prosecutor, said. 
  
The three were leaders of the Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council, a group that overthrew the 
elected government in 1997 and was itself ousted a 
year later by Nigerian-led forces. 
  
Their convictions in July last year were the first handed down by Sierra Leone's war crimes tribunal. 
  
'Brutal and atrocious crimes' 
  
The convictions were the first by any international court on the conscription of child soldiers - who 
were often drugged and forced into battle during the West African country's 1991-2002 war. 
  
George Gelaga-King, the presiding Judge Justice, said the appeals panel "took into consideration the 
gravity of the crimes committed, as being the most heinous, brutal and atrocious crimes ever 
recorded in human history".  

The three men - Alex Tamba Brima, Santigie Borbor Kanu and Brima Bazzy Kamara - went on trial in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone's capital, in 2005, two years after their indictment. 
  
They were convicted of 11 war crimes charges, including terrorism, enslavement, rape and murder. 
  
Because of security concerns, the three were expected to serve their prison time outside of Sierra 
Leone - most likely in Europe, though it has yet to be decided where. 
  
"A few countries have offered to take them in," a court spokesman told reporters after the ruling. 
  
He did not name the countries, but last year both Austria and Sweden had volunteered to take them 
as inmates and pay their expenses. 
  
The special tribunal was set up following the Sierra Leone's 10-year conflict, in which about a half-
million people died and rebels engaged in rape, pillaging and cutting off the limbs of thousands of 
civilians. 

 

 
The convictions were the first by any 

international court on the conscription of 
child soldiers [EPA] 

MWC News 
Tuesday, 26 February 2008 
http://mwcnews.net/content/view/20455&Itemid=1 
 
COURT UPHOLDS S LEONE CONVICTIONS  
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Liberian Express (Liberia) 
Monday, 25 February 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Monday, 25 February 2008 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  
25 February 2008  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
Newspaper Summary 
Contractors Accuse UNMIL of Practicing ‘Modern Slavery’ 
(The Monitor) 

• [sic] The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has been accused of racial discrimination, 
forced labour and other administrative malpractices. In a letter to the National Staff 
Association of UNMIL, a copy of which is in the possession of this paper, the employees 
accused the Chief Civilian Personnel Officer Robert Picitrelli of abusing the law of Liberia at 
the highest level. The employees, most of whom have worked with UNMIL since 2003, termed 
the labour practice at the United Nations institution as modern slavery. We accept 
responsibilities during our duties just to survive from a devastating civil war in the face of the 
high rate of unemployment and acute poverty, the letter stated.  

 
UN Envoy Admonishes Liberians to shun Mob Violence 
(The Informer, Liberian Express and The News) 
 

• The United Nations envoy to Liberia Ellen Løj has cautioned Liberians not to resort to mob 
violence and the destruction of public property, but to allow justice to take its course. 

• The Special Representative of the Secretary-General spoke at a town hall meeting with the 
chiefs, elders and people of Tappita, in Nimba County, where the recent murder of a 38-year-
old woman led to a violent mob action, resulting in the murder of another woman when the 
mob set the new UN-constructed police station ablaze.  

• "What happened here just a few days ago is unacceptable. We are helping the Liberia 
National Police (LNP) to investigate the circumstances surrounding this murder. And we 
condemn this murder and the mob violence in the strongest possible terms," she stated.   

 
Government to Establish Land Reform Commission 
(New Democrat, The Inquirer and The News) 
 

• In the midst of increasing cases of land disputes, the Government of Liberia has announced 
that it will shortly establish a land Reform Commission to review land tenure and registration 
systems.  

• President Ellen Johnson said many people are encroaching on lands due to the displacement 
caused by the war. But she assured that the commission would be mandated to establish 
actual ownership and create means for land redistribution. 

• Addressing hundreds of Liberian entrepreneurs Saturday at the Providence Baptist Church in 
Monrovia at a one-day workshop on the future of small businesses in the Liberian economy, 
Johnson-Sirleaf suggested that individuals holding large land would have to relinquish a 
portion to those who do not have the opportunity to own land. 

 
Liberia and Firestone Sign Key Concession Agreement 
(The Informer, Daily Observer, Heritage, The Inquirer and The News) 
 

• The Liberian Government on Friday signed a new agreement with the Firestone Plantation 
Company with added privileges for workers of the plantation. The Government and Firestone 
signed the agreement after months of disagreements over some sticky issues within the 
Firestone Concession.  
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• The amended and restated agreement reduces the regular terms of the company from 86 to 
36 years and gives Firestone a total concession area of 118,990 acres of land. The News 
newspaper considers the signing of the agreement as a milestone in revitalizing the rubber 
sector of Liberia. 

 
Radio Summary    
Local Media – Radio VERITAS (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
President Sirleaf Urges Support for Liberian Businesses  

• Speaking at the weekend at a forum organized by Liberian Entrepreneurs and Asset 
Management Development in the Name of Christ, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf urged 
Liberians involved in business to come together and expand their businesses in order to 
increase their profit margin. 

• President Sirleaf said it was time for Liberians to compete with non-Liberians businesses and 
encouraged citizens to promote indigenous businesses. 

• The President recently submitted a business incentive bill to the Legislature to allow 
foreigners to operate 26 businesses set aside exclusively for Liberians something that has 
sparked protest from local business people and entrepreneurs. 

 
Star Radio (News culled from website today at 09:00 am)     
Government and Firestone Sign 36-Year Agreement  
 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
U.S. President Bush Seeks More Support for Liberia 

• Speaking to reporters in Monrovia, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf said the U.S. President has 
sent a request to congress to increase it budgetary support to Liberia.  

• President Sirleaf said the request is seeking to double the U.S. current budgetary support to 
Liberia.  

• The U.S. current budgetary support to post-conflict Liberia stands at more than one hundred 
fifty million dollars.  

• President Sirleaf said she is also confident the US will provide other kinds of support than the 
ones announced by President Bush during his visit.  

(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 

**** 
 


