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AllAafrica.com 
Wednesday, 25 March 2009 
 
Sierra Leone: 'Family Talk' Empowers Country to Move Past Civil Conflict 
 
Stephen Kaufman 
 
Reconciliation efforts following Sierra Leone's 1991-2002 civil war included a truth-and-reconciliation 
committee and a special court to try those accused of the most egregious human rights abuses, but the short 
mandate of these processes kept their effects from filtering down to many in the populace. As a result, 
renewed aggression prompted by fear or a desire for revenge continues to threaten the peace. 
 
To encourage wider dialogue and help create more possibilities for individual and community healing, the 
Maine-based Catalyst for Peace foundation teamed with the Sierra Leone nongovernmental organization 
Forum of Conscience for the Fambul Tok program. 
 
In the Krio language, "Fambul Tok" means "family talk." The program enlarges Sierra Leone's traditions for 
discussing and resolving issues within the family to encompass a much larger community and provide it with 
a structure for beginning a process of reconciliation. 
 
Amy Potter, associate director for The Practice and Training Institute at the Center for Justice and 
Peacebuilding at Eastern Mennonite University in Virginia, spoke with America.gov about the program. She 
worked with Fambul Tok as a program officer and trainer from the program's beginning in December 2007 
until January and continues to serve as a consultant. 
 
TRADITIONAL RITUALS REPAIR THE COMMUNITY 
 
Part of the program "is about reviving tradition," she said, such as bonfire and dance ceremonies of 
reconciliation that involve confessions and forgiveness, and ritual cleansing ceremonies to bring offenders 
back into the community and create opportunities for people to tell their stories, take responsibility and repair 
relationships. 
 
These practices are rare in modern Sierra Leone, but Potter says the traditional rituals are relevant and 
helpful because they build a "strong community fabric." 
 
"That's one of the big things that helps people work through their trauma, when they feel that they are part of 
the connected network of a community." 
 
The staff members from Catalyst for Peace and Forum of Conscience create the structure for communities to 
reconcile. Staff members first meet with a diverse group of leaders within a district, including chiefs, 
religious figures, women and youth, to discuss their needs and the community's willingness to participate. 
 
Amy Potter says western countries would benefit from learning the need to address harm in post-conflict 
situations. 
 
Fambul Tok departs from tradition because it makes a point of involving women and youth, populations 
historically excluded from such ceremonies. It also is a voluntary process. In the past, a community decision 
to reconcile made participation mandatory -- effectively telling its members "Get over yourself and do it!" 
Potter said. 
 
"This is not a political process," she said, and it does not force people to reconcile or meet with those who 
have harmed them or their loved ones. The goal is to "talk to people to see what the harm has been, what 
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their needs are, and to see if there is anything that they can do to facilitate forward movement." But the 
community ultimately has to do most of the work, including the long preparations and discussions required 
before two sides can meet and reconcile through traditional rituals. 
 
DIVIDED COMMUNITIES CANNOT THRIVE 
 
Potter said every community that has been approached thus far has agreed to participate. Most understand "if 
their communities are divided, they're not going to thrive and they're not going to be able to really move 
forward," she said. "That's particularly true there because a lot of victims and offenders are from the same 
communities." 
 
During the civil war, the country was not necessarily divided along ethnic or religious lines, and neighbors 
were sometimes at odds. "Even family members hurt each other. There were a lot of child soldiers who were 
forced to do awful things to their family members," Potter said. Many young people have been too scared to 
return home, and the communities are looking for a way to encourage them to come back. 
 
Fambul Tok has facilitated at least 40 village-level reconciliation ceremonies in which thousands have 
participated. The first ceremony was held in March 2008 in Kailahun District, where the civil war started in 
1991. 
 
"The intention is in three years to have ceremonies in all of the [12] districts, two per section," Potter said. 
 
The program recognizes the ceremonies are only the beginning of the process, and has followed up by 
developing community farms, dedicating trees to serve as traditional meeting places and promoting friendly 
football matches between aggrieved communities. 
 
Potter says Sierra Leone's reconciliation traditions can be useful to Westerners, who often view the response 
to violence as a matter of "blame and punishment," and do not attach the same cultural importance to 
community or the need to address harm. 
 
"Addressing the harm makes a difference," she said. "That's what makes people OK and pulls communities 
back together and makes people not live in fear ... on both sides." 
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[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
President Sirleaf Signs Three Bills into Law 
(Heritage) 
 

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has signed into law three bills, including an act authorizing the 
establishment of the National Transit Authority (NTA).  

• The President has also signed into law a Joint Resolution adopted by the Liberian Senate and the 
House of Representatives extending the tenure of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) to nine additional months beginning September 22, 2008 and ending June 30, 2009. An 
act ratifying the International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue of 1979 was also 
signed into law by the President.  

• The Act, according to an Executive Mansion release, also creates the National Maritime Search 
and Rescue Centre of Liberia. 

 
Confusion Erupts at Senate Ahead of Thursday’s Election for a new leadership 
(The Heritage, The News, The Inquirer, Daily Observer, New Democrat) 

 
• Confusion Tuesday erupted in the Senate over the foreign travel budget and the pending 

leadership election.  
• The first confusion followed a dispatch by the Senate’s Finance Committee halting the processing 

of foreign travel funds based on discrepancies it discovered in the Senate’s travel budget.  
• Correspondents say some members of the Senate became were angry over the reports and 

called for Thursday’s Pro Tempore election to be postponed but other Senator argued that 
Thursday’s election must go ahead.  

• According to reports, the over US$200,000 dollars foreign travel budget of the Senate has been 
reduced to US$28,000 with seventeen senators yet to travel.  

 
Nimba County Lawmaker Wants Road Rehabilitation 
(Daily Observer) 
 

• [sic] Nimba County District #2 Representative Martin Farngalo says the major problem facing 
the people of his district is lack of accessible road. He has therefore called on Government to 
help with the reconditioning of the roads linking his district. Speaking to the Daily Observer in an 
interview on March 18, 2009 at the district headquarters of Karnplay, Representative Farngalo 
said the roads from Saclepea and Sanniquellie linking the district had become deplorable to an 
extent that one of them had totally been completely cut off. 

 
Radio Summary 
Star Radio (News monitored today at 9:00 am) 
Tension brews at Senate Ahead of Thursday’s Pro-tempore Elections 
(Also reported on Sky F.M., and ELBC) 
 
Italy Donate 28 Police Vehicles to Government 
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• A statement from the office of the Vice President says the 28 BMW and Alpha Romeo Sedans 

donated to Liberia by the Italian Government last September have arrived in the country.  
• The Italian government initially presented the vehicles to Vice President Joseph Boakai during 

his visit to Italy last year.  
• The vehicles are fully equipped with handcuffs and other security gadgets and are for use by the 

Liberia National Police (LNP) and other security agencies.  
• Meanwhile, a four-man Italian delegation is in the country to formally turn over the vehicles to 

the Liberian Government.  
(Also reported on Sky F.M., and ELBC) 
 
U.S. Embassy honours TRC Member      
  

• The United States Embassy near Monrovia has honoured a member of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commissioner, Massa Washington as the embassy’s “Woman of Courage for 
2009.”  

• Ms. Washington was among eighty women nominated worldwide for the “Secretary of State's 
Annual International Women of Courage Award.”   

• The Award pays tribute to outstanding women who demonstrate courage and leadership as they 
struggle for social justice and human rights.   

• A statement issued by the U.S. embassy said Ms. Washington was a top finalist in Africa and she 
did not win the top award the embassy was delighted to honour her as Embassy of Monrovia's 
2009 Woman of Courage.”  

 
WFP Donates Vehicles, Motorbikes to Liberia’s Education Ministry       
 

• The World Food Programme (WFP) has donated two vehicles and four Honda motorbikes to the 
Ministry of Education.  

• The Deputy Country Director of the WFP, Mr. Taban Lokonga said the vehicles and motorbikes 
were intended to enhance the capacity of the ministry in supervising the school feeding 
program.  

• For his part, Education Minister Dr. Joseph Korto described the donation as a critical gift to the 
ministry saying besides education value, the school-feeding program also adds health value to 
children enrolling in schools.  

 
Labour Minister Unhappy with Developments at Guthrie   
     

• The head of the Inter-ministerial Committee set-up by President Ellen Sirleaf-Johnson to 
investigate the situation at the Guthrie Rubber Plantation, Labour Minister Samuel Woods says 
development at the Plantation is not positive for international consumption.  

• In an interview, Minister Woods said the committee have just conducted an assessment that will 
lead to a detail investigation but described the situation as grave.                                        

  
 

Truth FM 
Vice President Boakai Calls for Closer Ties between Country And Ivory Coast 

• Liberia's Vice President Joseph N. Boakai is calling for closer ties between Liberia and La Cote 
d'Ivoire which would not only ensure security but enhance economic development in the two 
countries.  

• He observed that Liberia and Cote d'Ivoire have a lot in common, noting that citizens of the two 
countries share cultural and ethnic similarities which need to be further concretized. 

• Vice President Boakai made the call on March 24 when the newly accredited Ivorian Ambassador 
to Liberia, Elizabeth K. Toure, paid a courtesy call on him at his Capitol Building office. 

• He lauded Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo for seeing the need to join the Mano River Union 
(MRU) which hitherto grouped Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone.  

• The Liberian Vice President also lauded Cote d'Ivoire for hosting thousands of Liberians during 
the country's civil crisis.  

• In remarks, the Ivorian Ambassador, speaking through an interpreter, called for the Ivorian and 
Liberian governments to set up a joint commission to further strengthen ties between them. 
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Ohmy News (Kenya) 
Thursday, 26 March 2009 
http://english.ohmynews.com 
 
Kenyan Leaders Could Face Trial at The Hague  
 
[Analysis] Rejection of a local tribunal is a sure recipe for indictments by the ICC  
  
Zachary Ochieng (Zach)       
  
After the recent International Criminal Court (ICC) indictment of Sudanese President Omar Hassan al-Bashir, a section 
of the Kenyan political leadership could be the next in line, following crimes against humanity committed during the 
2007 general election violence in which more than 1,000 people were killed and at least 600,000 displaced. The 
election aftermath has returned to haunt the country as debate rages on whether the suspects should be tried locally or 
handed over to the ICC at The Hague. With some of the 600,000 displaced people still languishing in dilapidated 
internally displaced person camps, politics and personal interests have taken centre stage, with little attention being 
paid to the administration of justice.  
 
President Mwai Kibaki and Prime Minister Raila Odinga, the two principals in the year-old grand coalition 
government and whose supporters fought over the disputed presidential election results seem to have conveniently 
forgotten the implementation of agenda 4, namely addressing long term causes of the violence as recommended by the 
panel of eminent African persons that brokered a peace deal between them. 
  
Kenya -- East Africa's largest economy considered an island of peace in the region -- erupted into unprecedented chaos 
soon after the announcement of Presidential results in December 2007. The presidential election was a closely 
contented race between incumbent Kibaki of the Party of National Unity (PNU) and Raila of the Orange Democratic 
Movement (ODM). While initial results gave Raila an assailable lead, Kibaki ironically overtook him on the last day of 
vote counting amid allegations that the Electoral Commission was doctoring results in favour of Kibaki..  
 
Fighting between Kibaki's and Raila's supporters then broke out in major towns, culminating in deaths and destruction 
of property. Worse still, the violence degenerated into an ethnic war in which communities which had lived together 
peacefully for decades, killed and kicked out rival ethnic members, before setting fire on their property. But the 
international community moved in quickly, with the African Union appointing a panel of eminent African persons 
chaired by former UN secretary general Dr Kofi Annan. The panel's mediation led to the Feb. 28, 2008 formation of a 
grand coalition government in which Kibaki became president and Raila the prime minister. The two are now sharing 
power. 
 
In what observers now see as a leadership vacuum, the country is highly polarized with a section of the political divide 
insisting on the formation of a special tribunal made up of Kenyan and international judges to try the post-poll violence 
suspects as recommended by a judicial commission of inquiry, and others preferring The Hague option. On Feb. 12, 
Kibaki and Raila suffered a humiliating defeat in parliament when a bill seeking to entrench a special tribunal in the 
constitution, and which had their blessings was resoundingly rejected by backbenchers and some assistant ministers. 
Not even the physical presence of the two in the House, preceded by days of intense lobbying could sway the defiant 
MPs. In the Kenyan parliament of 222 MPs, 101 supported the Constitution of Kenya (Amendment) Bill 2009 while 
93 rejected it. At least 145 MPs needed to support the bill for it to sail through. 
 
Raila, Kibaki, Vice-President Kalonzo Musyoka and Justice, National Cohesion and Constitutional Affairs Minister 
Martha Karua want the suspects tried locally by a special tribunal. Also supporting this option are diplomats and the 
panel of eminent African personalities led by Annan. Proponents of this option argue that a local tribunal would be the 
best since it will try all the post-election violence suspects, including those who committed rape and destroyed 
property, as opposed to the ICC which only tries suspects for war crimes and crimes against humanity.  
 
They also argue that Kenya is not a failed state and handing over the suspects to The Hague would compromise the 
country's sovereignty. But above all, they want justice before the next general elections due in 2012 to forestall a repeat 
of the violence. This is also the view held by human rights groups. Addressing a news conference in Nairobi today, 
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Kenneth Roth, executive director of Human Rights Watch noted that a local special tribunal would be most suited to 
address impunity to prevent a recurrence of violence in the 2012 elections. 
 
   
"The special tribunal is the best option for justice for the victim's of last year's election violence. If the tribunal is 
manipulated by the government, then the threat of the ICC remains, but it should be a last resort, not the first port of 
call," Roth reiterated. 
 
On Feb. 24, Annan, who was not happy with the defeat of the bill in Parliament wrote a letter to President Kibaki and 
Raila, granting them more time to re-introduce the bill in Parliament, while emphasizing that a special tribunal would 
help end the culture of impunity. 
 
"The failure by the Kenyan parliament to create a special tribunal would constitute a major setback in the fight against 
impunity and may threaten the whole reform agenda in the country," Annan wrote, adding: "The panel of eminent 
African personalities remains of the firm conviction that a Kenyan owned and a Kenyan-led process would be the most 
beneficial to the Kenyan people."  
 
But as a parting shot, Annan made his intentions clear that he would hand over the names of the suspects to the ICC if 
Kenya failed to form a local tribunal within a reasonable time. According to the recommendations of the judicial 
commission of inquiry into the post-election violence headed by Justice Philip Waki of the Court of Appeal, the names 
of 10 key suspects were sealed in an envelope to be handed over to the ICC if the Kenyan government failed to form a 
tribunal by March 1. 
 
On the other hand, a number of MPs and cabinet ministers prefer The Hague option. Their argument is that a local 
tribunal can easily be manipulated by the suspects and that the Judiciary is prone to manipulation by the Executive. 
This group is led by Agriculture Minister William Ruto, who ironically was the first to rubbish the report that 
recommended the establishment of a special tribunal. Ruto, whose Eldoret North constituency in the Rift Valley 
province was the epicentre of the violence that saw his Kalenjin supporters butcher and destroy the property of 
hundreds of Kikuyus, now wants Annan to immediately hand over the names of the suspects to the ICC. 
 
"Kofi Annan should hand over the envelope that contains the names of suspects to the ICC so that proper 
investigations can start. Mr Annan should allow us to move forward. We cannot just get stuck in one place addressing 
the same thing," Ruto told a public rally in Sotik, Rift Valley.  
 
However, Ruto's stand -- which contradicts his party leader Raila's position -- has more political connotations. His 
cabinet colleague Karua has dismissed him as a man carrying the baggage of violence and corruption. The Hague 
proponents particularly feel that their political careers could be brought to an end if they were tried locally. Still, critics 
argue that those opting for the Hague option know that it takes long to issue a warrant of arrest and even a longer time 
to commence prosecution, hence the suspects can buy time, hoping that the ICC may not intervene after all.  
 
Ruto did not hesitate in letting the cat out of the bag at a recent rally in his constituency. He admitted that he prefers 
The Hague because it could take up to 20 years to prosecute an individual. 
 
Prof Philip Alston, the UN Special Rapporteur on unlawful executions, who spent 10 days in Kenya gathering 
evidence on post-election violence and extra-judicial killings by the police, castigated the MPs for playing politics and 
buying time with such a weighty matter. While supporting the establishment of a local tribunal to try the suspects, Prof 
Alston said the ICC did not have to wait for Annan to hand over the names before commencing investigations since, 
according to him, there was a lot of evidence.  
 
 
"If the ICC cannot move faster in the case of Kenya where there is a lot of documented evidence then it cannot move 
anywhere else in the world," Prof Alston told a press conference at the UNEP headquarters in Gigiri, Nairobi.  
 
"The ICC prosecutor should immediately undertake of his own volition an investigation into the commission of crimes 
against humanity by certain individuals in the aftermath of 2007 elections."  
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In his preliminary report, he accused the police of killing innocent civilians, especially during the post-poll violence 
and recommended the sacking of the Police Commissioner Major General Hussein Ali as well as the long-serving 
Attorney General Amos Wako, whom he referred to as "the embodiment of impunity in Kenya." 
 
As the debate rages on which option Kenya should adopt, legal experts argue that more justice will be seen to be done 
if the suspects are handed over to the ICC. They cite the legality of the Constitution of Kenya (Amendment) Bill 2009 
vis-a-vis other existing laws and its implications for the judiciary. Notably, the Law Society of Kenya (LSK) presented 
recommendations on which sections of the constitution should be amended before the Bill was tabled. However, its 
pleas fell on deaf ears, with the two principals going ahead to lobby MPs to support the bill in its current form. LSK 
Chair Okongo Omogeni claims Kibaki and Raila do not have the political will to set up a special tribunal. 
 
Section 47 and 60 of the constitution only empowers parliament to confer extra judicial powers to the existing High 
Court. It does not envisage the establishment of a parallel court like the proposed special tribunal. Consequently, this 
would open up floodgates of suits once the tribunal began its operations. Section 14 of the constitution offers immunity 
to the sitting president. Since no one is certain whose names are in the envelope containing the names of the suspects, 
the president and the prime minister could easily go scot-free.  
 
A more contentious one is Section 27, which allows the president to pardon convicts. This would mean that in 
exercising his powers, the president could pardon all the convicts and entrench a culture of impunity. Still, Section 26 
allows the attorney general to take over and terminate cases. This would clearly spell doom for a local tribunal, hence 
the preference for The Hague option. 
 
The Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court (often referred to as the International Criminal Court Statute or 
the Rome Statute) is the treaty that established the International Criminal Court (ICC). It was adopted at a diplomatic 
conference in Rome on July 17, 1998, and it entered into force on July 1, 2002. As of January 2009, 108 states are 
party to the statute. Kenya became a signatory to the Rome Statute on Aug. 11, 1999, and ratified the treaty on March 
15, 2005. ICC's first trial -- that of Thomas Lubanga, a former rebel leader of a militia in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo -- began in January 2009, almost five years after the Congo situation was referred to the ICC prosecutor and 
three years since Lubanga was transferred to the ICC's custody. 
 
With no clear consensus on how to punish the suspects of the post-election violence in Kenya, another group, led by 
Imenti Central MP Gitobu Imanyara is calling for the establishment of a special court modelled on the Special Court of 
Sierra Leone. Set up jointly by the government of Sierra Leone and the United Nations, it is mandated to try those who 
bear the greatest responsibility for serious violations of international humanitarian law and Sierra Leonean law 
committed in the territory of Sierra Leone since Nov. 30, 1996. The trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor is 
in the Prosecution phase at The Hague but could be terminated as the court has run out of funds, thanks to the global 
economic meltdown. 
 
It remains to be seen what option will finally carry the day in Kenya. 
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Voice of America 
Wednesday, 25 March 2009 
 
AFRICOM: No US Military Role Against Sudan's Bashir  

A senior civilian official of the American military command for Africa said she sees no role for U.S. 
troops in any effort to arrest Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir on 
war crimes charges.  

 

Ambassador Mary Yates is Deputy to the Commander for Civilian 
and Military Activities of AFRICOM and has a unique role in the 
military command. 
 
She met Wednesday with AU Commission Chairman Jean Ping and 
Peace and Security Commissioner Ramtane Lamamra to discuss 
policy coordination on many of Africa's trouble spots. 
 
Afterward, she said the conversation touched on the ICC 
indictments against Sudan's President Bashir. The African Union is 
urging a suspension of the arrest warrants for Mr. Bashir, and 
Chairman Ping is likely to lead a joint AU-Arab League delegation 
going to the U.N. Security Council soon to press the case. 

Ambassador Mary Yates 

In apparent defiance of the arrest warrants, Mr. Bashir is traveling 
to regional capitals, and is due in Addis Ababa early next month. 
But Ambassador Yates said AFRICOM would not be involved in any 
attempt to arrest him. 
 
"There is no role I can see at this moment. ... review of our policy 
toward Sudan. certainly crimes and war crimes need to be 
accounted for, and this is a dialogue I came to listen and have with 
the leaders of the AU as well," she said. 
 
Yates said any U.S. military activity would be peripheral, as it was 
in the arrest of another indicted war criminal, Liberia's Charles 
Taylor. 
 
"I would look back to the arrest of President Taylor in Liberia. The 

U.S. military command played no role in that. We watched with concern, we helped get ECOWAS 
peacekeepers into Liberia to bring about stability," she said. "The [U.S. warship] Iwo Jima sailed 
offshore and we helped Marines secure the airport. That's the kind of role the U.S. military plays 
after decisions have been taken, but we are not in the political arena," she explained. 
 
Yates acknowledged the role U.S. ships are playing in international efforts to combat piracy off the 
coast of Somalia. She had nothing to say about Osama bin Laden's recent call for the overthrow 
Somalia's new President Sheikh Sharif Sheikh Ahmed.  
 
But she said the United States remains closely tuned to the movements of suspected terrorists 
from the Horn of Africa all the way to the western Sahara. 
 
"I would leave reaction to Osama bin Laden's comments up to people of Somalia and the region. 
As far as our counterterrorism efforts. The U.S. military, and the State Department together are 
working with nine countries on both sides of the Sahara because of the ungoverned spaces in the 
Sahara," she said. "We have worked with them training, equipping...because to develop the 
capacity of Africans and African nations to look for the terrorists crossing their borders is 
something we take very seriously," she said. 

 
Sudan's President Omar Hassan 
al-Beshir at a presss conference 
in Dubai, 11 Mar 2008 
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Yates is a career diplomat who has served both Republican and Democrat administrations in 
Africa. She said experience tells her that while there will be small changes here and there in U.S. 
policy toward Africa under President Barack Obama, she cannot imagine what she called 'broad 
brush changes" in the new administration.  


