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Agence France-Presse 
Thursday, 25 October 2007 
 
Lebanese-owned shops looted after death of Sierra Leone girl  
 
Scores of Sierra Leonean youths rampaged across the capital Freetown ransacking over a dozen shops 
owned by Lebanese traders from early Thursday, police said. 
 
The riots in the war-scarred and desperately impoverished west African country were sparked by the death 
of a local teenage girl allegedly at the hands of a Lebanese gems dealer in the eastern diamond-rich town 
of Kenema. 
 
Police assistant inspector general Elizabeth Turay said the 18-year-old Alima Kamara died in a "suspected 
murder" case on Monday in Kenema, some 300 kilometres (190 miles) east of Freetown. 
 
Lebanese diamond dealer Mohamed Basma, 40, and a friend of the dead girl, Victoria Jarret, were being 
questioned by police in Freetown, police officials said. 
 
Police moved in to restore order and protect the shops based in downtown Freetown, where scores of 
youths rioted and looted electric power generators, mobile phones and an array of household goods. 
 
"It is a great shock, what has been done to Lebanese shops," head of the 10,000-strong Lebanese 
community in Sierra Leone, Sani Hassaniyeh told AFP, adding all Lebanese outfits including schools had 
been closed as a result. 
 
Sierra Leone has had a large Lebanese business community over the past four decades, since many settled 
there after independence from Britain in 1961. 
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Reuters 
Thursday, 25 October 2007 
 
Sierra Leone youths loot Lebanese stores over rape 
 
FREETOWN, Oct 25 (Reuters) - Youths went on the rampage in Sierra Leone's capital Freetown on 
Thursday, attacking and looting Lebanese-owned shops after reports a Lebanese man had raped and killed 
a local woman. 
 
Police fired tear gas to disperse crowds of young men who broke into shops in the impoverished and 
densely populated east end of Freetown, walking out with mobile phones, generators, TVs and radios, a 
Reuters reporter said. 
 
The violence followed reports that a man of Lebanese origin in the diamond-trading town of Kenema 
raped a local woman who later died in hospital. 
 
"You cannot kill our people ... We are going to kill the Lebanese," shouted one of the looters. 
 
An 11-year civil war, which ended in 2002, left many youths without work in the dilapidated capital and 
other towns across the former British colony. 
 
Lebanese and Indian shopkeepers, who dominate the trade in electrical and other goods in Sierra Leone, 
as in many other countries around West Africa, shuttered their shops as best they could before an uneasy 
calm returned. 
 
Samir Hassaniyeh, the leader of the Lebanese community in Sierra Leone, said some traders had received 
threats and delayed opening their shops on Thursday, but later opened them thinking the danger had 
passed. 
 
"When all the shops were open, a gang of youths attacked Lebanese business houses and made away with 
mobile phones, radios, generators and other items," Hassaniyeh told Reuters. 
 
"Even the vice-president of the Lebanese community was beaten up and his entire shop was looted." 
 
Hassaniyeh said the man accused of raping the woman in Kenema had been born in Sierra Leone. The 
police were awaiting autopsy results to establish the cause of her death.
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The Analyst (Liberia) 
Thursday, 25 October 2007 
 
TRC Deploys Statement Takers 
 
The Truth and Reconciliation Commission of Liberia (TRC) has disclosed that about 124 statement takers 
and 15 coordinators have been deployed throughout the 15 political sub-divisions of the country to start 
phase two of the statement taking process. 
  
The Acting Chairman of the Commission, Cllr. Pearl Brown Bull, who has oversight responsibility for 
Montserrado and Margibi Counties, over 300 statements have already been collected here in Montserrado 
since October 16, 2007. 
 
Commissioner Bull emphasized that the TRC is the better way forward for Liberia rather than a War 
Crime Court. 
 
TRC release issued Tuesday said Commissioner Bull noted that the process is 
participatory because it recognizes every voice where Liberians are given the 
opportunity to tell their stories, unlike a War Crime Court, which only 
investigates very narrow charges against a select group of individuals, who only 
have the right to participate if their evidence is directly related to the charges 
brought against an accused. 
 
She maintained that after sustained violence, impunity, hate, gross and grave abuses in Liberia, 
reconciliation is an essential component for peace, unity, development and national reintegration. 
 
The Truth Commission is expected to commence public hearings by December this year, following the 
statement taking process, according to sources close to the Commission, which has a two year mandate to 
probe abuses in the country dating from 1978 to 2003. 
 
Meanwhile, the Chairman of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, Cllr. Jerome Verdier, leading a 
three-man delegation, and European Union technical expert are in Bong County to meet with county 
authorities as well as attend a Children Agenda Workshop. 
 
ICRC Donates Books To UL Law School 
 
The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) a week ago donated 50 textbooks on Criminal Law 
to the Louis Arthur Grimes School of Law of the University of Liberia.  
 
A statement from the organization said the donation is in addition to 50 books previously donated to the 
Law School last February on International Law.  This new library will provide the law school with 
educational material related to International Law. 
 
ICRC said the donation is part of a framework through which the ICRC intends to work with the law 
school for the promotion of International Humanitarian Law (IHL), aimed at strengthening educational 
initiatives towards international legal standards. 
 
TheICRC in a statement issued relevant to the donation to the School that it will increase support in the 
area of education on International and Criminal Laws, help implement the principles and norms deriving 
from these two branches of law, and establish good working relationships between the two institutions. 
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In addition, the ICRC intends to undertake a number of academic activities with the purpose of 
disseminating International Humanitarian Law, and fostering its respect.  
 
Among areas of interest are, incorporating IHL into postgraduate curricula, organizing moot court 
competitions, offering training in IHL as well as promoting the study  IHL by hosting seminars, 
workshops and other fora. 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 25 October 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
There are no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today. 
 

International Clips on West Africa 
 
Psychosocial Reconciliation, a Major Task for Koroma [opinion]  
Olusegun Ogundeji  

Freetown, Oct 24, 2007 (Concord Times/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The psycho-social 
reconciliation of Sierra Leoneans, especially the younger ones who constitute about two-third of the 
country's population, should be the topmost priority on the agenda of the newly-enthroned 
government of Ernest Bai Koroma. Apart from fighting poverty, which has been identified as a 
trademark for virtually every African country, Koroma's task as the new leader for Sierra Leone 
today may have been compounded some years back when the country was overwhelmed by civil 
conflict. Irrespective of the yardstick for which the effort of the past administration at reconciling the 
Sierra Leonean system is measured, combined with the visible achievements in that regards, 
Koroma and his cabinet have no alternative but to take the baton from where ex-President Tejan 
Kabbah stopped.  

Q&A-COTE D'IVOIRE: OPPOSITION LEADER PREDICTS DELAYED 
ELECTION  
 
ABIDJAN, C"te d'Ivoire, Oct. 23, 2007 (IPS/GIN) – Ivorian opposition leader Alassane Ouattara, a 
former prime minister and deputy managing director of the International Monetary Fund, has twice 
been barred from running for the presidency. Analysts are wondering whether Ouattara may have 
more luck in the next presidential election, which many hope will take place next year. In 1995 and 
2000, he was kept off the ballot by a law excluding candidates with a parent of foreign nationality, or 
who had lived outside of Cote d'Ivoire for the preceding five years. Some people insinuated that 
Ouattara's mother was Burkinab, a claim that he has always denied. Migrants from neighbouring 
countries and their descendants had helped Cote d'Ivoire take advantage of brisk economic growth 
in the 1960s and 1970s, but they became unwelcome guests when the economy declined along with 
commodity prices. In this context, a contentious debate flared up over the definition of Ivorian 
nationality. Issues of nationality also underpinned the failed coup of 2002 and subsequent civil war 
that led the rebel Forces Nouvelles (New Forces) to seize control of northern C"te d'Ivoire, while the 
government of President Laurent Gbagbo retained control over the south.  
 
 

Local Media – Newspaper      

Vice President Boakai Lauds the UN 
(Daily Observer, National Chronicle, The Analyst, The Informer, The Informer and Heritage) 

• At an elaborate occasion to mark the 62nd anniversary of the United Nations, Vice President 
Joseph Boakai lauded the organization for living up to its mandate to ensure war peace and 
stability. 



 11

• Vice president Boakai noted that UNMIL and the UN system have done well to restore peace 
and stability to Liberia, pointing out that it was remarkable that UNMIL was heavily involved 
in the reconstruction efforts of the Country.  

• Deputy Foreign Minister William Bull paid tribute to the organization for restoring peace and 
sanity to chaotic situations around the world.  

 
UNMIL Peacekeepers Rent Guest Rooms 
(The News) 

• According to The News newspaper correspondent, the Pakistani peacekeepers in Zorzor, Lofa 
County are allegedly using their Base for commercial purposes, charging guests US$20 per 
night. The correspondent noted that non-governmental organizations operating in the County 
are the main users of the guest rooms because of comfort. 

 
Russia Joins Campaigners for Liberia’s Debt Relief 
(The Informer)  

• Russian Finance Minister Alexei Kudrin announced at a World Bank Committee meeting that 
Russia was supportive of calls to cancel Liberia’s debt with the international community 
especially with the several initiatives being taken by President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf to revive 
all sectors of the Country. 

 
 Government Dragged to Court 
(Heritage and Liberian Express) 

• According to correspondents, the Congress for Democratic Change the Liberty Party have filed 
a lawsuit against the Government, seeking the Supreme Court’s interpretation of President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf ‘s appointment of a City Mayor for Zwedru, Grand Gedeh County as the 
position must be contested in an election. The parties filed a petition of prohibition with 
Associate Justice Kabina Ja’neh requesting a writ of prohibition on the appointment of City 
Mayors because the President’s move to appoint City Mayors is unconstitutional. President 
Sirleaf recently appointed a new City Mayor of Zwedru to replace Madam Ophelia Bleede who 
the Government found to be incapacitated. 

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)  

 
Nigerians Access Investment Possibilities in Liberian Logging Industry 

• Addressing a news conference in Monrovia yesterday, the head of a Nigerian business 
delegation Olusola Adenakusodeh said that the delegation was in Liberia to conclude 
arrangements to invest US$100 million beginning with US$10 million in the first year, in the 
logging sector because the Company has confidence in the security situation and the 
economy. He said unlike previous logging activities where trees were fell and exported, his 
company will manufacture furniture to provide training and job opportunities for over 5,000 
Liberians. 

     (Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio) 
Chinese Eye Liberian Trans-Highway System 

• During a meeting with the Ministry of Transport officials yesterday, Chinese Ambassador Zhou 
Xiao said that the Chinese Government would increase its cooperation with the Liberian 
Government focusing on the Country’s Trans-Country Highway system and in so doing, 
develops a road system throughout Liberia to propel national development and reconstruction 
in addition to the Country’s health and education sectors which it is helping to revive. 

• For his part, Transport Minister Jeremiah Sulunteh described the transport sector as the 
bedrock for economic development and improvement in Liberia, noting that all great 
assistance to health, education and agriculture would be meaningless without good road 
network in the Country. 

     (Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio) 
 
Opposition Parties Sue Government 
      (Also reported on Truth FM, Star and ELBC Radio) 



 12

IRIN 
Friday, 26 October 2007 
 

COTE D'IVOIRE: Government, former 
rebels thwarting arms inspections, UN 
says  
DAKAR, 25 October 2007 (IRIN) - Arms inspections in Côte 
d’Ivoire are being refused “with increasing frequency” by 
former rebels and the national army and illegal arms 
trafficking has become a “worrying phenomenon”, according 
to a recent report from the panel that monitors the country’s 
UN arms embargo.  
 
In the report, released publicly on 19 October, the UN panel 
said several military units routinely refuse inspections by 
international forces. It expressed particular concern that 
inspectors have not had access to the presidential guard since 
the embargo was imposed in 2004.  
 
“Given the persistence of hindrances to embargo inspections, 
the Group deems it necessary to remind the two parties’ 
military authorities… that the impartial forces cannot fulfil their 
monitoring mandate without these authorities’ cooperation. 
This recommendation applies in particular to Republican Guard 
units,” the report said.  

 
The government of Cote d’Ivoire is appealing for a partial lifting of the arms embargo – authorities say in order to equip security 
forces to maintain law and order particularly in the run-up to elections in 2008. President Laurent Gbagbo made the pitch again 
on 26 September at the UN General Assembly.  
 
The UN panel’s report “acknowledges” the country’s law enforcement needs but expresses doubt about the nature of 
purportedly protective gear bought in 2006 by the national police.  
 
UN Security Council Resolution 1572 imposed an arms embargo and other sanctions on Côte d’Ivoire in November 2004, one 
week after the national army attacked French forces in the country. Cote d’Ivoire has been volatile since it was divided into a 
rebel-held north and government-controlled south by a brief civil war in 2002.  
 
The latest peace accord signed in March 2007 reunited the country but observers warn it is losing steam. The UN panel echoed 
a recent report by the UN Secretary-General in expressing concern over the lack of concrete steps toward peace, 
particularly in the area of disarmament.  
 
“[T]he process of emerging from the crisis has not significantly progressed beyond symbolic acts,” the 19 October report said.  
 
According to the panel, at disarmament ceremonies for pro-government militias in the west in May 2007, “only 138 of the 1,027 
weapons destroyed were actually serviceable.” And at another disarmament event in Bouake about two months later, “the vast 
majority [of weapons burned] were old and probably not in working order.”  
 
The report said inspectors saw “an unspecified number” of mortars initially earmarked for destruction, “but UNOCI [the UN 
mission in Côte d’Ivoire] has since lost all trace of them.” 

Photo: IRIN 

Gun-waving protesters in Bouake, Cote d'Ivoire 

http://www.irinnews.org/
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