
SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE 
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 

 

 
 
 

 

PRESS CLIPPINGS 
 

Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and 
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office 

as at: 
 

Thursday, 27 July 2006 
 
 
 
 

 
Press clips are produced Monday through Friday. 

Any omission, comment or suggestion, please contact 
Martin Royston-Wright 

Ext 7217



 2

Local News 
 
Is Norman Dead / Exclusive 
 
Annan’s Visit and The Controversies / Exclusive 
 
Iraq Trial; Resumes Without Saddam / Independent Observer  
 
Security Council Calls for Greater… / Independent Observer 
 

 
Pages 3-4 
 
Page 5 
 
Page 6 
 
Page 7 

International News 
 
UN urged to boost monitoring of children in war zones / Associated Press  
 
Liberia Probes Presidency Blaze / BBC Online 
 
"Sierra Leone Judiciary is Not Independent" … / The Patriotic Vanguard 
 

 
Page 8 
 
Page 9 
 
Page 10 

Special Court Supplement 
 
Satellite Photos of Freetown and Environs / Public Affairs 
 

 
Pages 11-12 

 



 3

Exclusive  
Thursday, 27 July 2006 
 

 



 4

 



 5

Exclusive 
Thursday, 27 July 2006 
 

 



 6

Independent Observer 
Thursday, 27 July 2006 
 

 



 7

Independent Observer 
Thursday, 27 July 2006 
 



 8

Associated Press 
Wednesday, 26 July 2006 

UN urged to boost monitoring of children in war zones 

BY EDITH M. LEDERER 
 
UNITED NATIONS -- More than 250,000 children are fighting in wars around the world, while 
tens of thousands of girls are sexually exploited by combatants, a senior UN official said. 

Many young fighters are recycled from conflict to conflict, Undersecretary-General Radhika 
Coomaraswamy told the United Nations Security Council on Monday. 

She urged the Security Council to expand its monitoring and reporting program. 

"It is now time for the council to take effective action against repeat offenders," she said. 

Children caught in conflicts need education, job training, psychological support and protection 
against persecution after the fighting ends, Coomaraswamy told the council. 

"Tens of thousands of girls are being subjected to rape and other forms of sexual violence. 
Abductions of children are becoming more systematic and widespread," she said. 

She spoke at a Security Council meeting to examine the impact of a resolution adopted last year 
to stop the exploitation of youngsters in war zones by governments and insurgent groups. 

The resolution established a system for reporting on the recruitment of child soldiers and the 
killing, maiming, rape, abduction and sexual abuse of children in conflicts. 

It reaffirmed the council's intention to consider sanctions against parties that violate international 
laws protecting children in conflict. 

More than 14 million children, meanwhile, have been displaced by conflict since 2003, while land 
mines kill or maim between 8,000 and 10,000 each year, she added. 

However, Coomaraswamy singled out Sierra Leone and Liberia as countries where the situation 
for children has improved. 

Civil wars in both west African countries ended in recent years. 

In the past decade, 2 million children have died as the result of war, at least 6 million have been 
injured and 12 million have been left homeless, UNICEF Executive Director Ann Veneman said. 
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Liberia probes presidency blaze  
 
Liberia is investigating the causes of the fire that engulfed 
the presidential building on Wednesday, as a meeting of 
regional leaders was about to begin.  

President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was hosting the leaders of 
Ghana, Ivory Coast and Sierra Leone when the fire broke out, 
but all escaped unharmed.  

Firefighters had managed to put out the blaze by late Wednesday 
afternoon.  

The fire marred independence day celebrations, which had included the restoration of electric 
street lights.  

"The situation is now under control and investigations are underway to determine the cause of 
the incident," presidential spokesman Cyrus Badio told AFP news agency.  

"Considering the seriousness of the fire, there is no doubt that the president's office will be 
affected," he added.  

The blaze at Monrovia's 
Executive Mansion came 
just after the president 
switched on generator-
powered street lights in the 
capital, which has lacked 
electricity for 15 years.  

On Tuesday, piped water 
was made available in the 
capital for the first time in 
many years.  

Mrs Johnson-Sirleaf won presidential elections last year that ended a brutal 14-year civil war and 
promised to rebuild the resource-rich country.  

 
 
 

The fire damaged the president's offices

 
As lights dispel darkness, so with the restoration of power to 

Liberia the period of gloom and darkness engendered by political 
turmoil must come to an end  

BBC Online 
Thursday, 27 July 2006 
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The Patriotic Vanguard 
Wednesday, 26 July 2006 
 
"Sierra Leone Judiciary is Not Independent"--Ansu Lansana 
 
By Gibril Koroma  

The Secretary General of the PMDC, Mr. Ansu Lansana has told the 
Patriotic Vanguard in an exlusive interview that the judiciary in 
Sierra Leone has become an appendage of the government in power. 

He said the PMDC would therefore not appeal the recent decision of 
the Political Parties Registration Commission which states that Vice 
President Solomon Berewa is eligible to contest the forthcoming 
elections. 

The PMDC recently wrote a petition to the PPRC claiming that the 
Vice President violates the constitution by being both Vice President 
and party leader. 

Ansu, who was speaking from Freetown Wednesday July 26 said the next step for the PMDC 
would have been the Supreme Court but he said his party has little confidence in this body and 
would rather prefer to meet representatives of the international community and lodge a complaint 
because they (international community) have spent a lot of money in the country and would like 
to see true democracy at work. Appealing to the Supreme Court will be a waste of time, Ansu 
said. 

On the decision by the PPRC, he said the document itself is very unprofessional. 

"It contradicts itself in many instances and it’s not even written in legal language as it should be. 
Also the signature of the Chairman of the Commission is absent. Christaina Thorpe is an ad hoc 
member, not a full member of the Commission", Ansu said. 

The chairman of the commission, Justice Abdulai Timbo, is in London allegedly for health 
reasons. The National Electoral Commission’s Christian Thorpe signed as chairman. 

During its upcoming meeting representatives of diplomatic missions in Freetown, Ansu said his 
party(which has already met with other opposition parties) will stress that the SLPP’s 
"incumbency excesses" may not lead to free and fair elections in 2007 and that they are a recipe 
for chaos. 

"However, I would like PMDC supporters everywhere to know that the SLPP’s excesses will not 
prevent a PMDC victory in 2007. We are quite sure of victory", Ansu declared. 

The American ambassador in Freetown, Mr. Thomas Hull, recently observed that there are a lot 
of problems with the way the judiciary does its work in Sierra Leone. 

Photo: Dr. Ade Renner-Thomas, Chief Justice (head of the judiciary) of Sierra Leone. 

mailto:gibrilkoroma@aol.com
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Satellite Photos of Freetown and Environs 

 
 

 
Aberdeen and Freetown 

 
The Special Court complex in New England 

 
The National Stadium 

 
Aberdeen Bridge, Murray Town, Kingtom and Freetown 

 
The  UNIOSIL helipad. 

 
Lungi International Airport 
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Parliament 

 
Fourah Bay College, atop Mount Aureol 

 
Queen Elizabeth II Quay, Cline Town 

 
Babadorie Dam, Regent 

 
Central Freetown, Government Wharf 

 
Sierra Leone Grammar School, Murray Town 
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