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Cotton Tree News 
Saturday, 25 July 2009 
 
Sierra Leoneans and Liberians should follow Charles Taylor Trial.  

Written by Mariama Kai Fornah     

 

The head of the Special Court’s Outreach Section, 
Patrick Fatoma said Sierra Leoneans should see 
Charles Taylor’s ongoing testimony in his case, as a 
historic event.  
 
He told CTN that Mr. Taylor’s trial was historic 

because it was the first time a former African head 

of state is standing trial. Mr. Fatoma encouraged 

Sierra Leoneans and Liberians to endeavor to follow 

the proceedings at the Special Court for Sierra 

Leone sitting at The Hague. He said if the people 

were informed, about the trial it would make them 

appreciate the outcome. He said the Outreach 

Section would ensure that every corner of Sierra 

Leone and Liberia is informed about the Special Courts activities.  

 

Mr. Fatoma urged the government of Sierra Leone to uphold its commitment to the court.  
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The Torchlight  
Monday, 27 July 2009 
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Torchlight 
Monday, July 27, 2009 
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Concord Times 
Monday, 27 July 2009 
 
Sierra Leone’s Long Search for Justice 
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Concord Times 
Monday, 27 July 2009 
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BBC World Service Trust 
Thursday, 23 July 2009 
 
Report from TheHague 
 
Indicted former Liberian President Charles Taylor has defied Intelligence-gathering Agencies of the world 
to prove that he had contacts with the Sierra Leone rebel group, RUF beyond 1992. Taylor’s Defence 
team said NPFL combatants did not fight in Sierra Leone.  Mr. Taylor described allegations that he had 
knowledge of a letter written by RUF Leader Foday Sankoh to the Libyan Government as a hypothesis. 
Adolphus Williams reports from The Hague. 
 
 
WILLIAMS: Mr. Taylor has challenged those whom he said constructed his indictment to prove that 
Foday Sankoh was his subordinate and that he, Taylor, directed everything the RUF did. 
The accused, Mr. Taylor, called on his accusers to make available to the court any information about his 
RUF link beyond 1992. 
 
TAYLOR: Lieutenant-Colonel David Crane, retired army personnel of the United States Army; Dr. Alan 
White, a 20-year veteran of Defense Intelligence of the Pentagon in the United States; our learned 
counsel, a retired Air Force colonel – they had professional military people in the area. It’s their business 
to intercept communications and to listen to telephones. Let them bring to this court any evidence of any 
intercepts or transcript. It’s a fabrication, and I challenge them…My life is on the line here. If these major 
governments, they have brought me here. I don’t want to hear about classified intelligence. De-classify 
any information you have about Charles Taylor …aerial photography of trucks going across" – nonsense. 
Where is it? I challenge them to bring the intercepts.  
 
WILLIAMS: He described those who prepared his indictment as military people with knowledge in 
gathering information of intelligence nature. 
 
Liberians who fought in the Sierra Leone civil war were hired by the government of Sierra Leone, 
Taylor’s Defence team told the court on Thursday. 
 
Many Prosecution Sierra Leone Witnesses testified that fighters who invaded their villages and towns 
were Liberian English-speaking men. 
 
The Defence team presented into evidence Former President Tejan Kabbah’s report to the Sierra Leone 
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, TRC. 
 
 In the letter, Mr. Kabbah told the TRC that remnants of the Liberian rebel group, United Liberation 
Movement of Liberians for Democracy, ULIMO, were recruited into the Sierra Leone Army without his 
knowledge. 
 
 But, Mr. Taylor said, Tejan Kabbah and his successors were aware of the existence of Liberians in the 
Sierra Leone Army. 
 
TAYLOR: They know who these Liberians are and in the indictment when they talk about Liberian 
fighters they know who they are. They know that they are not my people when they refer to Liberian 
fighters in the indictment. They know that these are the people that they have hired as mercenaries over 
the years are there, they are part of the Sierra Leonean army, they are paid, they are fed and they are 
maintained…And these very people that they are talking about later on we'll get to know remain in Sierra 
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Leone until today. When the British came they used them to fight the West Side Boys. Some of these 
Liberians right now are officers in the present Sierra Leonean armed forces. They know all of this. 
WILLIAMS: Mr. Taylor continues to disassociate himself from the RUF.  He said his last contact with the 
RUF was in May 1992. 
 
Taylor’s lawyer, Courtenay Griffiths, presented into evidence a letter former RUF Leader Foday Sankoh 
wrote to the Libyan Government.  In the letter, Sankoh requested for $1.5 million dollars to purchase 
some materials 
 
Mr. Taylor denied any knowledge of such letter.  
 
TAYLOR: I think there is ample evidence here to demonstrate to anyone that Mr Sankoh is operating on 
his own and is doing that for a long time…this whole thing about being a subordinate…it's evident here 
that this man as of 1992 has had it, he doesn't want to be bothered with me, he wants to carry on his 
revolution by himself, he is doing it on his own without my knowledge, without my consent, without my 
participation. 
 
The testimonies of Mr. Taylor continue on Monday. 
AW, BBCWST, The Hague 
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The Analyst (Liberia) 
Friday, 24 June 2009 
 
Liberia: 'Sierra Leone Army Recruited Liberian Fighters' 
 
Liberian nationals who fought in Sierra Leone during the civil conflict were recruited by the Sierra Leone army, 
Charles Taylor told judges at the Special Court for Sierra Leone Juy 23. 
 
Mr. Taylor, testifying in his own defense told the court that during the war in Liberia, many Liberians traveled to 
Sierra Leone as refugees. 
 
These Liberians, Taylor said, later became members of the rebel group United Liberation Movement for 
Democracy in Liberia (ULIMO) and were armed by the Sierra Leone army to attack Taylor's forces in Liberia. 
 
According to Taylor's evidence, many of these armed Liberians later stayed in Sierra Leone and became known as 
the Special Task Force (STF). Taylor's defense presented evidence that these STF forces were armed by the 
Government of Sierra Leone and fought alongside the Sierra Leone army. 
 
Taylor's defense counsel Courtenay Griffiths read from the statement presented to the Sierra Leone Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission by former President Tejan Kabbah in which he said that the STF were remnants of the 
Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) and the Liberian Police who traveled to Sierra Leone and became members of 
ULIMO. 
 
President Kabbah's statement further read that these fighters were received and armed by the then government of 
Joseph Momoh in Sierra Leone to go and attack Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia (NPFL). President 
Kabbah's statement read that those who stayed in Sierra Leone were later renamed the STF and were almost 
incorporated into the Sierra Leone Army. 
 
When the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) coup took place in Sierra Leone, the STF joined them and 
were part of the fighters who attacked Freetown in January 1999. President Kabbah, however, said that he only 
knew about the STF when the AFRC coup took place in May 1997. 
 
Responding to the contents of President Kabbah's statement, Taylor said that "it is very clear who they are - 
remnants of ULIMO who had been engaged as mercenaries in Sierra Leone. They are not my people." 
 
Prosecution has alleged in evidence that Mr. Taylor sent Liberian fighters to join the Revolutionary United Front 
(RUF) in Sierra Leone and that these Liberian fighters were part of the group that attacked Freetown in January 
1999. Many witnesses have also testified that rebels who attacked their villages in Sierra Leone spoke with Liberian 
accents, and they believe these Liberians were sent to Sierra Leone by Charles Taylor. 
 
Mr. Taylor told the court that he "heard that there were Liberians fighting in Sierra Leone but only became aware of 
the name STF after the 1997 elections in Liberia." 
 
Mr. Taylor denied that he had given arms and ammunition to rebel forces in Sierra Leone during the country's civil 
conflict. He accused ULIMO soldiers of traveling to Sierra Leone with their arms and ammunition, which he said 
could have found their way into rebel hands. "We were receiving reports that ULIMO fighters were going back and 
joining their friends in Sierra Leone with their arms and ammunition," Taylor said. 
 
Mr. Taylor also told the court that his election as president of Liberia in 1997 was free and fair. He said that when 
he became president of Liberia in 1997, the country was at "rock bottom" and so much work needed to be done to 
improve the country's infrastructure and economy. Taylor said that he set up a broad based government of national 
unity in which members of all the former armed groups were represented. 
 
Asked by his defense counsel what was on his mind when he became president, Mr. Taylor said "Liberia, Liberia, 
Liberia. That's what is on my mind, to get this country started. How do we get this country forward? I am occupied 
with Liberia, Liberia and Liberia. That's my preoccupation." 
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The Liberian Times 
Monday, 27 July 2009 
 
THE HAGUE: Taylor says his men trained to avoid atrocities 
 
By Global News Network   
     
Former Liberian President Charles Taylor has told a war crimes court his band of rebel fighters were 
trained in Libya to avoid atrocities as they swept into the country in a 1989 revolution. 
 
Taylor is on the witness stand for the third day at his trial for allegedly commanding rebels during Sierra 
Leone’s civil war. 
 
He has pleaded not guilty to 11 war crimes and crimes against humanity charges. 
 
Taylor told the Special Court for Sierra Leone on Thursday that for his 168-strong force to seize power in 
Liberia it would have needed the support of the local population. 
 
Prosecutors say rebels backed by Taylor in Sierra Leone used terror tactics including systematic 
amputations to force the population’s support. 
  



13 

Radio Netherlands Worldwide 
Thursday, 23 July 2009 
 
ICTY judges urge prosecutors to speed up Karadzic trial 
 
By Lula Ahrens  

 

 

The Hague, Netherlands  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prosecutors in the Radovan Karadzic case have to present the court with a written document showing how his trial 
can be settled more quickly, judges at the Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) said on Thursday. 

The prosecutors are to indicate which witnesses are superfluous and which indictments can be dropped. 
  
This is not the first time the judges have urged the prosecution to reduce the charge sheet. Chief Prosecutor Serge 
Brammertz, however, has to date been unwilling to meet their demand. 
Brammertz wants to prosecute the ex-president of the Republika Srpska on eleven counts of the indictment 
committed in 27 municipalities in Bosnia, including Srebrenica and Sarajevo. 
  
And he wants to use the testimony of five hundred witnesses to help make his case. 
In a written statement the judges said that if Brammertz does not narrow the charge sheet down himself, they will 
probably do it for him. 
  
The U.N. court was initially meant to finish all trials by 2008 and appeals by 2010. But it has recently suggested 
that its will only conclude its final Karadzic trial early 2012, while appeals may run into 2013. 
  
Iain Bonomy, judge in the Karadzic trial, also served as judge during the trial against the ex-president of 
Yugoslavia, Slobodan Milosevic. Milosevic died in the fifth year of his trial, before the tribunal had reached its 
verdict. One of the reasons why the legal proceedings took so long was the elaborate indictment against him. Many 
experts regard the Milosovic as an example of how not to administer international criminal justice. 
  
Prosecutors charge Karadzic with masterminding the mass murder at Srebrenica, that left around 8,000 people dead, 
and the 44-month siege of Sarajevo that cost the lives of 10,000 people. Bonomy suggested earlier that the court 
may not be able to “do” both Sarajevo and Srebrenica. 
  
Also on Thursday, Karadzic said during a preliminary hearing that he wants DNA tests to prove that the death toll 
of the Srebrenica massacre in July 1995 has been exaggerated. A “correct list of victims”, he said, would be 
“thousands” below the official figure of around 8,000. 
  
Karadzic stands trail on charges of genocide, complicity in genocide, extermination, murder, wilful killing, 
persecutions, deportations, inhumane acts and other crimes during Bosnia’s 1992-1995 war that left an estimated 
100,000 people dead. 
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Voice of America 
Monday, 27 July 2009 
 
Kibaki Adds Experience,Credibility to Kenya Truth Commission  

By Howard Lesser 

Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki has named a chairman of Kenya’s Truth, Justice, and Reconciliation 
Commission. After delays and much wrangling between parliament and the chief executive, last 
Wednesday’s selection of veteran diplomat Bethuel Kiplagat and nine other commissioners will enable 
the panel to start investigating unlawful killings, human rights violations, corruption, and ethnic clashes 
that have occurred over a 40-year period.  

In 2003, law Professor Makau Mutua chaired the task force that 
designed the panel’s operations. From Buffalo, New York, where he 
serves as dean of the State University Law School, Professor Mutua 
outlined the body’s objectives. He explained its mandate has its limits. 
    
“The commission does not have any power to prosecute anyone. The 
commission is charged with the responsibility of collecting evidence, 
investigating injustices that are taking place since 1963. This includes 
various massacres, various political killings, and such atrocities. It will 
compile its report based upon these investigations. So the commission 
does not really prosecute anyone, and will not take place in connection 
with the trials which will take place at the Hague,” he emphasized. 
    
Although long sought, the commission, explains Mutua, gained a special 
urgency for being implemented after last year’s presidential election 
violence.  

“There is a lot of pressure in the country to hold those people 
accountable. I think the commission wants to be seen to be effective. I 
think Ambassador Bethuel Kiplagat, who is the chair of the commission, 
has an opportunity to lead an effective commission. He’s assisted by the 
vice chair of the commission, Miss Betty Murungi, who is a very well 
known and a very credible human rights activist,” he said. 
    
Early in life, Ambassador Kiplagat worked for the Christian Council of 
Kenya. He went on to become one of the country’s most prized foreign 
diplomats and served as Ambassador to France and High Commissioner 
in the United Kingdom.  Later, he became Kenya’s Permanent Secretary 
and Minister of State for Foreign Affairs and also was appointed to 
mediate the conflict in Somalia. Although Kiplagat also worked loyally 
under former Kenyan President Daniel Arap Moi whose regime was 
widely regarded as repressive, Mutua says Bethuel Kiplagat has the 
credentials for his new post, and is perceived by many Kenyans as “a 
good man.” 
    
Three of the newly named commissioners are from outside Kenya: Gertrude Chawatama from Zambia, 
Berhanu Dinka of Ethiopia, and Ronald Siye from the United States.  

Homes in the western Kenyan 
town of Kericho go up in flames 
during ethnic clashes with 
Kikuyu rivals. The presidential 
post-election violence of 03 Feb 
2008 will be investigated by a 
newly formed Truth, 
Reconciliation, and Justice 
Commission. 

In another incident to be probed by 
the TRJC panel, angry members of 
the Luo tribe carry another Luo 
after he was attacked by a Kikuyu 
crowd during ethnic clashes in the 
central Kenyan town of Nakuru, 25 
Jan 2008 
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“I think the idea of having international commissioners is to try to break up 
what might develop in the commission in a direction of think contested 
ethnic loyalties among Kenyans. So there, the idea, I think, is to make sure 
the commission cannot be dominated or will not veer towards tribalization 
by any particular sector of Kenyan society,” he noted. 
    
The University of Buffalo law professor adds that the bringing of 
international persons onto the commission provides the perspectives of 
other cultures, especially other African countries and the United States, and 
adds credibility to the commission.   
    
He also acknowledges that commission chairman Kiplagat’s diplomatic 
experience and connections could prove influential with Kenya’s key 
economic and foreign policy partners, Britain, France, and the United 
States, and may have been a large factor in his securing President Kibaki’s 
appointment.  

Jane (L) and Edward (R), 
Kenyan residents of the western 
Rift Valley district of Kiamba 
walk on through the burned out 
remains of a neighbors house. 19 
Apr 2008 

  

 


