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Public Service Europe 
Tuesday, 26 July 2011 

The bloody legacy of Goran Hadzic 

 

 
 
By Anthony Tucker-Jones  
 
Less than two months after General Ratko Mladic, the former Bosnian-Serb commander, was arrested, the 
Serb authorities have moved to seize the last remaining Balkans war criminal facing charges at the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague. 
 
Former Croatian-Serb leader Goran Hadzic was finally arrested on 20 July, just north of Serbian capital 
Belgrade at Fruska Gora Mountain. Until he was indicted for war crimes in 2004, Hadzic lived in the 
northern Serbian city of Novi Sad and, despite the price on his head, had remained at large. 
 
I first became aware of Hadzic whilst at NATO in Brussels in 1991, just as the former Yugoslavia was 
breaking up and the Croatian War of Independence was breaking out.  
 
He came to prominence following reports of a massacre at Vukovar which was later dubbed "Croatia's 
Stalingrad". Few had ever even heard of this peaceful city, nestled in the bend of the Danube, before the 
Yugoslav conflict. However, its heroic three-month resistance brought the Croats valuable time to bolster 
their defences against Serbian military aggression. 
 
Slovenia had gone its own way after the Ten-Day War, but the Bosnian-Serbs and Croatian-Serbs made it 
clear they were not prepared to abandon the ideal of a Greater Serbia. While Bosnian-Serb General Ratko 
Mladic, now facing trial in The Hague, helped carve out the Republika Srpska in eastern Bosnia, Hadzic 
fought to create the Republic of Serbian Krajina in eastern Croatia. 
 
As the CIA moved covertly to help Croatia break free of Belgrade's rule, the Croatian-Serbs, supported by 
rag-tag militias and neighbouring Serbia, sought to thwart their ambitions and declare their own homeland 
in Slavonia. While the Croatian army struggled to arm and organise itself, the Croatian 204 Brigade, 
supported by local Croatian militia, held out at Vukovar for 87 bloody days before being overrun. 
 
Afterwards, intelligence reports indicated the battle cost the Serbs 5,000 casualties, 50 tanks and up to 600 
armoured vehicles: a bloody siege by anyone's reckoning. Such was the resistance that the Serbs made no 
attempt to take the other besieged Croatian cities of Vinkovici and Osijek and the Croats maintained most 
of the wealthiest eastern province. 
 
In a taste of things to come in Bosnia and Srebrenica, the bedraggled population of Vukovar were driven 
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from the ruined city. The Red Cross convoy, however, contained only old people, women and children. 
Hadzic's Croatian-Serb forces had taken revenge, massacring nearly 300 men amongst the rubble and 
deporting 20,000 townspeople. 
 
He subsequently became the President of RSK and maintained close links with Slobodan Milosevic, the 
Serbian President, and the notorious Zeljko Raznjativic - better known as Arkan – who led the brutal 
Serbian Tiger militia. After the war, Hadzic retired in Serbia, and only now, with his capture, can the 
country claim to have rooted out the last of the Serbian war criminals. 
 
Lest we forget the Croatians were not blameless. When the RSK collapsed Croatian troops were accused 
of ethnic cleansing and their operational commander General Ante Gotovina was indicted by The Hague. 
 
A new generation of Serbs must be hoping that the trials of Radovan Karadzic, Ratko Mladic and Goran 
Hadzic will bring to a close this shaming episode in Serbian history. Nonetheless there remains the 
nagging, inconvenient question of how they remained at liberty in Serbia for so long until the question of 
EU membership loomed. 
 
Anthony Tucker-Jones was a defence intelligence liaison officer for NATO during the Balkans crisis. This 
article first appeared on defencemanagement.com, a sister site of PublicServiceEurope.com  

http://www.defencemanagement.com/feature_story.asp?id=17122
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UN News 
Friday, 22 July 2011 
 

Last remaining fugitive taken into custody by UN’s Balkans war crimes tribunal 

 

A standard cell at the UN Detention 
Unit in The Hague 

 
The last remaining fugitive from the 
United Nations war crimes tribunal 
for the Balkans was today 
transferred to the court’s custody, 
two days after his arrest by 
authorities in Serbia following seven 
years at large. 

Goran Hadžic, the former president 
of the self-proclaimed Republic of 

Serbian Krajina, is charged with war crimes and crimes against humanity in relation to his alleged actions 
in eastern Slavonia, Croatia, from August 1991 to June 1992. The charges include murder, persecutions, 
torture, imprisonment, deportations, cruel treatment, inhumane acts and wanton destruction. 

The International Criminal Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY), which is based in The Hague in 
the Netherlands, said in a press statement that Mr. Hadžic has been admitted to the UN Detention Unit and 
will make his initial appearance before the court on Monday, when he will be asked to enter a plea to the 
charges. 

Mr. Hadžic stands accused of participating in a joint criminal enterprise – along with the late former 
Serbian leader Slobodan Miloševic and three others – to permanently remove a majority of the Croat and 
other non-Serb population from about a third of the territory of Croatia, with the aim of establishing a new 
Serb-dominated State. 

The indictment states that Mr. Hadžic was involved in the removal of 264 civilians from a hospital in 
Vukovar in November 1991 after the Serb takeover of the city. The civilians were transported to several 
locations where they were beaten and tortured before being executed and buried in a mass grave at a 
remote site. 

The allegations also include that Mr. Hadžic was responsible for the imprisonment of thousands of 
civilians in a number of detention facilities. 

“The living conditions in the detention facilities were brutal and characterized by inhumane treatment, 
overcrowding, starvation, forced labour, inadequate medical care, and constant physical and psychological 
assault, including mock executions, torture, beatings and sexual assault,” according to the indictment. 

Mr. Hadžic will be the last of 161 persons indicted by the ICTY to come before the court. 

http://www.icty.org/sid/10740
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Politics.co.uk 
Tuesday, 26 July 2011 
 
 
Hague moves Gaddafi goalposts 
 
By Alex Stevenson Follow @alex__stevenson 
 

 

Libyan strongman Muammar Gaddafi. Photo: 
AFP/Getty Images 

 

Britain is reluctantly accepting suggestions 
from Libyan rebels that Muammar Gaddafi 
be allowed to remain in Libya in return for 
abandoning his grip on power. 

Foreign secretary William Hague indicated 
at a press conference yesterday that the 

UK would be prepared to accept such a move, despite previously calling for Colonel 
Gaddafi to face the international criminal court (ICC). 

The defiant leader, who has survived four months of war against rebel forces 
backed by Nato air power, has vowed to fight on until the end. The ICC has issued 
an arrest warrant for his decision to order indiscriminate attacks on Libyan civilians 
as he sought to crush the Arab Spring uprising of late February. 

"What is absolutely clear... is that whatever happens Gaddafi must leave power," Mr 
Hague said in a joint press conference with French foreign minister Alain Juppe. 

"He must never again be able to threaten the lives of Libyan civilians nor to 
destabilise Libya once he has left power. 

"Obviously him leaving Libya itself would be the best way of showing the Libyan 
people that they no longer have to live in fear of Gaddafi. 

"But as I have said all along, this is ultimately a question for Libyans to determine." 

Diplomacy with Col Gaddafi's Tripoli regime is taking place through a number of 
routes, including through direct talks with UN officials and other negotiations with 
African leaders. 

David Cameron and South African president Jacob Zuma clashed on the UK prime 
minister's recent visit to Pretoria. 

Mr Zuma made clear that African Union states disagreed with the west's demands 
that political negotiations only begin after Col Gaddafi's exit from power. 

http://twitter.com/alex__stevenson
http://twitter.com/alex__stevenson
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Mr Cameron replied: "The difference is the president sees that [the removal of 
Gaddafi] as the outcome of a political process, whereas I believe for a political 
process to work that has to be the starting point." 

Michael Jay, the Foreign Office's permanent secretary from 2002 until 2006, told 
politics.co.uk earlier this month he thought Britain had been "too prescriptive" in 
laying out the terms for the end of the conflict. 

"The realpolitik is do you want to make certain that the person you don't want there 
has every reason to stay?" he said. "There's a conflict of objectives there. 

"If you make it a condition that he has to go and that he'll go to the criminal court if 
he doesn't, in a sense you're forcing him. 

"He has nowhere to go. You're keeping him there. That's the question we have to 
ask ourselves - was that the right thing to do?" 

Meanwhile, the Libyan government has taken western journalists to Zlitan to 
inspect a site officials claim was a lung disease clinic which has been destroyed by a 
Nato airstrike. 

Seven were killed and three remain trapped underneath the rubble, Libyan officials 
claimed. Nato denied it was responsible for any civilian deaths. 
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Daily Nation (Kenya) 
Monday, 25 July 2011 
 

26 names proposed for ICC job  

 
By NATION CORRESPONDENT 
 
African countries party to the Rome Statute have come up with a list of eight people from who to pick a 
successor of Mr Luis Moreno-Ocampo as International Criminal Court prosecutor.  

Mr. Moreno-Ocampo‘s term ends next year. The African Group’s suggestion is the second highest 
following the Western European and Others Group that has proposed 15 names in the list of 26 received 
by the search committee. 

In a briefing made last week to the secretariat of the Assembly of States Parties in New York, the 
committee’s coordinator, Prince Zeid Al-Hussein, said they had received one name from Eastern Europe, 
two from Latin America and the Caribbean and none from the Asia. 

The 26 individuals are set to be interviewed in October.  
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BBC Online 
Wednesday, 27 July 2011 
 

Attack on UN peacekeepers in southern Lebanon condemned 

 
UN experts are helping Lebanese security forces investigate 
the blast  

 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has condemned a 
roadside bomb attack that wounded five French 
peacekeepers in Sidon, southern Lebanon, on Tuesday. 

It was the second such attack on the UN force in two months. 

Mr Ban said he was "deeply disturbed". 

It was not immediately clear who was behind the attack but tensions are rising in Lebanon over a UN-
backed inquiry into the killing of former Prime Minister Rafik Hariri. 

A statement from the UN force in Lebanon (Unifil) said that an explosion targeted a peacekeepers' convoy 
along the main road leading to the capital at about 18:00 local time. 

"Unifil forensic experts are at the scene and Unifil is working in co-ordination with the Lebanese armed 
forces to determine the circumstances of the incident," it said. 

The UN Security Council added its condemnation of the bombing, which it called "a terrorist attack", as 
well as any attempts to threaten the security and stability of Lebanon.  

Unifil is tasked with overseeing a fragile peace along the border between Lebanon and Israel. It has been 
based in the south of Lebanon since 1978 although its mission widened after the 2006 war between Israel 
and Lebanon's political and militant Shia Muslim force, Hezbollah. 

The 12,000-strong force is currently commanded by Spain, although Italy and France currently have 
slightly larger contingents of soldiers. 

Mounting tensions  

There are growing concerns over fallout from the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, which the UN supports. It 
has indicted members of Hezbollah, but the group refuses to hand over the suspects. 

The tribunal is expected to publish more details of the indictments when a 30-day deadline expires at the 
end of the month. 

It is investigating the assassination of Mr Hariri in a car bombing in Beirut on 14 February, 2005. 

Iranian-backed Hezbollah accuses the tribunal of being politically motivated. 
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In Lebanon, there are also fears that unrest in neighbouring Syria, which has seen more than four 
months of anti-government protests, could spill over and have a destabilising effect. 

In May, six Italian peacekeepers were wounded in an blast targeting a UN convoy. 

That was the first attack on Unifil since 2008. In 2007, six Spanish soldiers were killed when a bomb hit 
an armoured personnel carrier near to the Israeli border. 
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