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Toronto Star 
Tuesday, 26 June 2012 
 
Correction 
 
The war crimes trial and conviction against deposed Liberian president Charles Taylor was conducted by 
the Special Court for Sierra Leone, not the International Criminal Court as was mistakenly stated in a June 
26 Opinion article about the international criminal justice system’s dealings in Libya. In addition, the 
article said the Australian foreign minister went to Tripoli. In fact, it was the Australian ambassador. The 
article also stated that Luis Moreno Ocampo, chief prosecutor for the ICC was due to retire at the end of 
July. He retired on June 15. 



9 

ilawyerblog.com 
Tuesday, 12 June 2012  
 
The Sierra Leone Judiciary eight years after the Truth and Reconciliation Commission Report 
 
by Anna Bonini 
 
After a period of inactivity due to financial constraints, the website of the Sierra Leone Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (‘TRC’) was re-launched on 29 May 2012. In a recent article appeared in 
Sierra Express Media, Sonkita Conteh emphasises the importance of this achievement. 
 
The Sierra Leone TRC was established by the Lomé Peace Accord, signed on 7 July 1999 between the 
opposing factions in the civil war that gripped Sierra Leone for over a decade. The Commission was 
mandated to “create an impartial historical record of violations and abuses of human rights and 
international humanitarian law related to the armed conflict in Sierra Leone […], to address impunity, to 
respond to the needs of the victims, to promote healing and reconciliation and to prevent a repetition of 
the violations and abuses suffered.” Following extensive investigations and public hearings between 2002 
and 2004, the Commission issued its final report to the Sierra Leone Government, as well as the UN 
Security Council. This three-volume report includes detailed findings on the violations and abuses 
occurred during the civil war and the identity of their victims and perpetrators, as well as extensive 
recommendations for the Sierra Leonean Government moving forward. 
 

 
 
TRC public hearings in Makeni on 29 May 2003 (Source: www.sierraleonetrc.org) 
 
Sonkita Conteh explores the developments in Sierra Leone since the report was issued almost a decade 
ago, particularly with regard to the situation of the judiciary. In this respect, some important achievements 
must be noted: a few more court buildings have been erected, a code of conduct for judicial officers has 
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been adopted and legislation dealing with legal aid has been enacted. Nevertheless, the picture 
emerging from Sonkita Conteh’s article is, overall, a gloomy one. 
 
Corruption remains a widespread problem within the Sierra Leonean judiciary, as do the idiosyncrasies of 
the judicial system’s hierarchical structure. On the one hand, the lack of central supervision means that 
many courts, particularly the lower and rural ones, remain “painfully shambolic and unproductive”. On 
the other hand, senior judicial officers often interfere in court proceedings at the lower level, dictating the 
outcome of many Magistrates’ Courts cases. The conduct of court hearing is an additional source of 
concern, as “magistrates fail to protect [litigants, witnesses and accused] from the coarse goading of 
lawyers who mask their inability to properly examine witnesses in insult. Regrettably, magistrates have 
been observed joining in ridiculing witnesses especially in sexual offences cases. Accused persons in 
detention, and without legal representation, fare worse.” 
 
Wide-ranging reform at most, if not all, levels of the Sierra Leone judicial system appears urgently 
needed. In this context, the resuscitated TRC website is a significant achievement and an opportunity for 
the people of Sierra Leone to be reminded of the country’s troubled past and of the challenges still laying 
ahead, measuring present action in the hope that “things might so improve in the judiciary as to command 
a volte-face in public opinion”. 
 
 


