
SPECIAL COURT FOR SIERRA LEONE 
PRESS AND PUBLIC AFFAIRS OFFICE 

 

 
A rusting cannon guards the ruins of Bunce Island, the 

historic slave-trading fortress off the coast of Freetown. The  
site is badly in need of preservation. See more in  

today’s ’Special Court Supplement’. 
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Enclosed are clippings of local and international press on the Special Court and 
related issues obtained by the Press and Public Affairs Office 
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Local News 
 
An Examination of Joint Criminal Enterprise in The Special Court’s… / Standard Times 
 
Kabbah Threatens State of Emergency / Awoko 
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International News 
 
Emergency Threat in Sierra Leone / BBC Online 
 
Security Council Applauds Successful First Round of Sierra Leonean Polls / UN News 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
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The Historic Slave-Trading Fort at Bunce Island / PAO 
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Standard Times 
Tuesday, 28 August 2007 
 
An Examination of Joint Criminal Enterprise in The Special Court’s Decision of the AFRC Trial 
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Awoko 
Tuesday, 28 August 2007 
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Emergency threat in Sierra Leone  
 
Sierra Leone President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah has threatened to impose a 
state of emergency if election violence between rival parties does not stop.  

Two days of clashes have marred campaigning for the second round of 
Sierra Leone's presidential elections.  

In a TV address, Mr Kabbah said the country - which endured a brutal 
civil war - had suffered too much to allow chaos and civil unrest again.  

He urged the two rival candidates to call for calm among their 
supporters.  

"All those responsible for the violence and lawlessness should be prepared for the consequences," 
President Kabbah warned.  

"The government shall not hesitate for one moment to declare a state of public emergency if the 
current state of intimidation, molestation and violent acts is not stopped immediately."  

Tension grows  

Police have stepped up their patrols around the capital, Freetown, after firing tear gas to disperse rival 
supporters who clashed in the streets on Sunday and Monday.  

They have also declared a dusk-to-dawn curfew in the diamond-rich 
eastern district of Kono after several people were injured when 
hundreds of rival supporters clashed.  

BBC West Africa correspondent Will Ross says that should a state of 
emergency be declared it is possible that the presidential run-off 
election could be postponed or all campaigning banned.  

The first round of landmark elections on 11 August was judged free and 
fair by observers.  

The opposition APC candidate, Ernest Bai Koroma, took 44% of the vote 
in the first round, and the ruling SLPP candidate and Vice-President 
Solomon Berewa, polled 38%.  

But tensions are high ahead of the 8 September second round, with 
opposition supporters confident of winning.  

The APC won control of the national parliament and Mr Koroma has also 
secured the key support backing of the third placed candidate in the 
first round presidential poll, Charles Margai, who polled 14%.  

Our reporter says that after a lengthy civil war it is vital that these elections pass off smoothly.  

The violence is worrying not just for Sierra Leoneans but also for the neighbouring countries in this 
fragile region, he says. 

Voters showed great enthusiasm for the
poll  

Ernest Bai Koroma topped the first 
round of the presidential poll 

BBC 
Tuesday, 28 August 2007 
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UN News Service (New York) 
Monday, 27 August 2007 
 
Security Council Applauds Successful First Round of Sierra Leonean Polls  

The Security Council today welcomed the recent peaceful staging of the first round of Sierra Leone's 
presidential and parliamentary elections and called on the country's people to maintain their respect for 
independent national institutions and processes during the upcoming presidential run-off process.  

In a statement to the press read out by Ambassador Pascal Gayama of the Republic of Congo, which holds 
the rotating Council presidency this month, the 15-member panel praised the "exemplary conduct" of 
Sierra Leoneans during the first round of the polls, held on 11 August.  

Council members urged the public "to maintain the same sense of purpose, discipline and patience as the 
electoral process enters its final and decisive phase," the run-off in the presidential election on 8 
September between Ernest Bai Koroma of the All People's Congress (APC) and incumbent Vice-President 
Solomon Berewa of the Sierra Leone People's Party (SLPP). The two men are vying to succeed Ahmad 
Tejan Kabbah.  

The statement called on the West African country's political parties to continue to campaign within the 
code of conduct they have signed, to fully respect the independence of the National Election Commission 
and to resolve any dispute over the results only through legal and peaceful channels.  

Mr. Gayama also commended the work of the National Election Commission and the security 
arrangements provided by Sierra Leonean authorities, including the national police, during the first-round 
of balloting, as well as the efforts of the international community, particularly those who served as 
election observers.  

The press statement follows a similar statement earlier this month by a spokesperson for Secretary-
General Ban Ki-moon, who also welcomed the peaceful atmosphere of the first round of voting but 
cautioned that the same atmosphere must prevail during the remainder of the election process.  

The vote on 11 August was Sierra Leone's second since the end of the decade-long civil war in 2002, and 
the first since the withdrawal of the UN Mission in Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL) in December 2005.  
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                                            United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 27 August 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today. 

International Clips on West Africa 
 
 

Sierra Leone police use tear gas to stop fight between rival party 
members  
 
Source: English Politics News 
Date: August 27, 2007 

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone_Police used tear gas to disperse a rioting crowd after a fight broke out 
between supporters of rival political parties before next month's presidential run-off in Sierra Leone, 
a police official said Monday. The clash began after ruling party supporters emerged from a 
campaign meeting in eastern Freetown late Sunday and tore down the poster of the opposition 
candidate, Assistant Inspector General of Police Chris Charley told the U.N.-backed FM 103 radio 
station.  

Local Media – Newspaper      

Former Transitional Chairman Bryant Loses Petition 
(Daily Observer, The Monitor, The Inquirer, Heritage, The Informer, New Democrat, The News, Public Agenda 
and Liberian Express)  

• The Supreme Court of Liberia has denied a motion of prohibition filed by lawyers representing 
former Transitional Chairman, Gyude Bryant and has granted permission to the state to 
proceed with his prosecution.  

• Handing down its ruling, the court said Mr. Bryant was not a sitting President of Liberia at the 
time he headed the Transitional Government and revealed that based on a resolution passed 
by the erstwhile National Transitional Legislative Assembly (NTLA) to investigate and audit all 
income and expenditures of the NTGL the motion was being denied. 

 
Liberia, Nigeria Sign Military Pact 
(Daily Observer, The Inquirer, The News, Public Agenda, Liberian Express and The Analyst)  

• Speaking to journalist at the weekend in Monrovia, Defense Minister, Brownie Samukai 
disclosed that about 220 military personnel from the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL) are to be 
trained by the Nigerian Army as part of a defense pact signed between the governments of 
the two countries last Thursday in Abuja. 

 
 
 
UNMIL Gets New Deputy SRSG 
(Daily Observer and Public Agenda) 

• The Special Representative of the Secretary General (SRSG), Mr. Allan Doss has welcomed 
the appointment of Ms. Henrietta Mensa-Bonsu as the new Deputy Special Representative of 
the Secretary General with responsibility for the rule of Law in the United Nations Mission in 
Liberia.  
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• Ms. Mensa-Borsu whose appointment was announced by UN Secretary General at the UN 
Headquarters in New York is currently a Professor of Law at the University of Ghana, where 
she’s also acting Dean of the Faculty of Law. 

 
Ambassador Wallace Advances Suggestion to Reclaim Liberia’s Future 
(The Inquirer, The Informer, The News, National Chronicle and The Analyst) 

• Serving as the orator of the 160th Flag Day celebration, the Outgoing Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, Ambassador George Wallace says in order for Liberia to reclaim the future, the youths 
of the country must be motivated and fully engaged into positive action that will guarantee a 
peaceful, secure and prosperous nation.  

• Ambassador Wallace said the youths must be empowered as they were important in the 
reconstruction drive of the country and paid tribute to the Lone Star which he said fluttered at 
the most difficult time in the nation’s history. 

 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)  

Catholics Launch Intellectual Forum for Renowned Prelate 
• Correspondents said that the launch of the second edition of the Archbishop Michael Kpakala 

Francis Intellectual Forum took place in Gbarnga, Bong County with the Regional Programme 
Officer of the 

• Foundation for International Dignity saying that the move was part of effort to establish the 
lecture in 13 of the 15 Counties of Liberia. 

(Also reported on Star and ELBC Radio) 
 
Supreme Court Says Chairman Bryant Must be Prosecuted 

 (Also reported on Star and ELBC Radio) 
 
Liberia and Nigeria sign Pact to Train New Army Recruits in Nigeria 

(Also reported on Star and ELBC Radio) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 



 10

 
  

Special Court Supplement 
The Historic Slave-Trading Fort at Bunce Island 

 
 
 

 
Heavily forested Bunce Island from the sea. 

 
An ancient cannon, partly covered by water. 

 
The ruins of the gate to the slave-holding area. 

 
The slave-holding area was open to the elements. 

 
Vines help to hold the fort ruins together. 

 
The path which led to the slave ships. 
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The remains of a water well, long dry. 

 
A line of cannons remains on the heights... 

 
...looking out to sea. 

 
Wall of the residential area. 

 
The interior of the residence. 

 
The residence had a fireplace without a chimney. 

 
Trees now grow on top of the walls. 

 
The inside of the ammunition magazine. 
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The door of the magazine, from inside. 

 
The caretaker’s stories are colourful... 

 
...but not always historically accurate. 

 
The cemetery, a short way through the forest. 

 

  

  

 


