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Voice From The Diaspora: Who Killed Hinga? 
Was it a Foul Play or Did His Luck Run Out? 
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BBC Focus on Africa 
Thursday, 22 February 2007 
 
Transcript 
 
LEAD-IN: You may have heard in the news: Sierra Leone’s former Defence Minister Sam Hinga 
Norman who is an indictee of the UN backed Special Court in Freetown, has died this morning in 
a military hospital in Senegal. He was 67. Mr. Norman had been flown to Dakar with another war 
crimes indictee, Issa Sesay, formerly of the rebel RUF, for medical treatment on the 17th of 
January. Our correspondent in Freetown, Lansana Fofana reports. 
 
FOFANA: A Press Release from the Special Court early this afternoon confirmed the death of 
indictee Sam Hinga Norman at a military hospital in the Senegalese capital Dakar.  
 
The Court’s Chief of Press and Public Affairs Peter Andersen gave me this reaction: “Well the 
death of an indictee is about the worst possible outcome of a trial. You want to see for better or 
worse whether the verdict is going to be innocent or guilty, you want to see the trial completed 
and this is a great tragedy, we know for the family. It’s with great regret that we heard the news 
that came out of Dakar today”. 
 
FOFANA: According to the Court, Mr. Norman suffered heart failure during post operative care. 
He is reported to have collapsed at 10:55 this morning, and died twenty minutes later. Reactions 
back home have been swift and mostly sympathetic, as I discovered on the streets of Freetown: 
 
“It’s actually a shocking news to me because as a Sierra Leonean, this was a man that stood by 
this present government to fight against the rebels, he was awaiting final verdict from the Special 
Court, the fact that we get it from the Special Court itself that this man has died is actually very, 
very surprising to me. 
 
“It is very disheartening as a Sierra Leonean, we are not happy about the death of  
Hinga Norman, because he did a very good job, but for now he has died as if he is a pauper.” 
 
“It’s shocking; it’s unfortunate that somebody can be held for such a long time with a long 
procedure of trial like this without any sort of verdict passed against him; it’s a complete shock, 
we’ve just lost an intelligent man, somebody who fought to save this country.” 
 
FOFANA: The Court’s Registrar, Lovemore Munlo, has ordered an independent investigation by 
international medical experts to determine the exact cause of death. It is not immediately known 
when Mr. Norman’s remains will be flown home, but Court sources say his eight count 
indictment for alleged crimes against humanity and war crimes may be dropped. Chief Norman 
headed the Civil Defence Force, a locally recruited militia that fought on the side of the 
government during the civil war of the nineties. He also served as Deputy Defence Minister in the 
current government of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah. 
 
That’s Lansana Fofana reporting there from Freetown, and we would bring you more reactions 
this time from Mr. Hinga Norman’s family later on the program. 
 
And indeed you have also been commenting on that report. Jacob Baba in Freetown Sierra Leone 
says, “Hinga Norman will always be remembered as a hero in the history of Sierra Leone, but the 
government paid him with injustice. May his soul rests in peace.”  
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And Samu Massaquoi also in Freetown says, “I really regret the death of Chief Hinga Norman, 
rest in peace hero.” Well, Peter Snell who is also in Freetown, Sierra Leone, says “Mr. Norman 
was not yet found guilty. He should have been allowed to talk to the media.” 
 
The former Sierra Leonean Defence Minister Sam Hinga Norman who has died in custody in 
Senegal. He was indicted by the Special Court for Sierra Leone for war crimes and crimes against 
humanity. Hinga Norman has been ill and consistently requested to be flown to the U.K. for 
medical treatment. 
 
Well his son, also named Sam Norman gave, me this reaction to his father’s death.  
 
SAM NORMAN: “I’m really sad this morning, I’m just like composing myself because I’m in 
tears right now, I’m in serious tears, I don’t know what to do, I’m really confused. 
 
BBC: What information do you have about his passing? 
 
SAM NORMAN:  Well. I’ve just spoken to the doctor, and the doctor said to me that they were 
all sitting down this morning talking and then the doctor came to check him up. When he got up 
from where he was sitting to go to his bed, he just collapsed. They put him on the bed tried to 
resuscitate him, he was dead. 
 
BBC: What else the doctor said could have caused his death? 
 
SAM NORMAN: Well at the moment they don’t know, because I tried to ask him what actually 
will happen. He just gave me what I said to you, but they’re trying to find out what happened. 
 
BBC: What about the UN Special Court for Sierra Leone under whose jurisdiction your father 
was? Have you spoken to them to find out exactly what happened and whether it is confirmed that 
he is dead? 
 
SAM NORMAN:  Well, I called them this morning in Senegal. I spoke to one of the securities 
that was there, and then he confirmed with me that he is dead, but I have my cousin who flew 
from Freetown to go to Senegal to go be by his side. So he was the one that phoned us this 
morning to tell us that he is dead. 
 
 
 
Transcribed by the Press and Public Affairs Office 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 27 February 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
Awareness Times February 26, 2007 

Liberia's No-Nonsense Iron Lady Accepts Resignation of her 
able Lieutenant Willis Knuckles 
 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has returned back to Liberia from a working visit to Rwanda. 
Upon her return, she has accepted the resignation of her Chief of Staff, Minister of 
Presidential Affairs, Willis D. Knuckles. Knuckles washer most trusted lieutenant. "Finally, 
Fellow Citizens, I accepted today, with regrets, the resignation of my Acting Chief of Staff, 
Minister Willis Knuckles. I accepted his resignation, which he offered not because of demands 
from those who sought to use this unfortunate situation for blackmail and who should 
probably review their own moral probity. Rather, I did so because first, I have sworn to 
uphold high standards in my own behavior and have made it clear to my staff and others 
that they will be held accountable for the same standards, and second, because I am in full 
agreement with those who do speak with moral authority that the behavior of Minister 
Knuckles, while not illegal is improper and inappropriate for a public servant." she stated. 
 
VOA   27 February 2007 
Liberia: Former Leader Charged With Corruption 

The Liberian government says it has formally charged Gyude Bryant, the former chair of the 
last national Transitional Government of Liberia. The charge alleges that Bryant 
misappropriated $1.3 million dollars during the two years he served as head of the interim 
government. President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf addressed the country Monday, promising to 
prosecute those involved in corruption in her government and former administrations. The 
president’s speech came on the day that her embattled minister of state for presidential 
affairs, Willis Knuckles, resigned amid accusations of immorality.   

International Clips on West Africa 
BBC Last Updated: Tuesday, 27 February 2007, 12:25 GMT  

Guineans back to work after deal  
 

Guineans are returning to work after the trade unions and President Lansana Conte agreed 
on the ending of weeks of unrest and a damaging strike. Ex-diplomat Lansana Kouyate was 
chosen as a new prime minister on Monday night from a list supplied by unions and the 
opposition after a deal at the weekend. He replaces Eugene Camara - a close aide to the 
president whose appointment sparked the violence. On Monday, commemoration services 
were held for the 110 victims of the unrest. 
Local Media – Newspaper 

Presidential Affairs Minister Resigns over Sex Scandal  
(Daily Observer, The News, The Informer, National Chronicle, The Inquirer, The Analyst, New Vision, 
The Liberian Diaspora, Heritage, The Independent and New Democrat) 
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• President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf announced in a live radio broadcast last evening, the 
resignation of Acting Presidential Affairs Minister Willis Knuckles who has been at the 
center of a sex scandal. 

• Despite accepting Mr. Knuckles’ resignation with “regrets,” the President however said 
her regret cannot extend to condoning “improper behavior” by a public servant who 
swore to uphold the tenets of the code of conduct.” 

• Meanwhile, the Liberian leader said that she was uncomfortable with corrupt practices 
in public life and assured Liberians that she would ruthlessly deal with the menace by 
prosecuting those involved in the act in the current Government and former 
administrations.    

 
Former Liberian Leader Charged with “Property Theft” 
(The News and New Democrat) 

• Justice Minister Counsellor Frances Johnson-Morris said former transitional chairman 
Charles Gyude Bryant has been formally charged with “property theft” and would be 
indicted for supposedly misappropriating more than US$1 million during his two-year 
tenure. 

 
“UNMIL Disrespects former Liberian Envoy in Accident Case” 
(The Liberian Diaspora) 

• [sic:] Over a month ago on January 25, at about 10:45 am, Liberia’s eminent 
statesman, Ambassador T. Ernest Eastman was involved in a near fatal automobile 
accident with an UNMIL Toyota truck with license number UN 6167 veered into his 
lane and rammed his vehicle damaging it in two places. The accident occurred on the 
Tubman Boulevard just in front of the Atlantic Insurance Company. Liberia National 
Police investigation of the accident in the presence of UNMIL traffic investigators 
found the truck driver, Nelson Sharp, responsible for the accident. Since then, the 
Accident Claims Section of UNMIL has dribbled Ambassador Eastman and 
disrespected him when he contacted them in an attempt to have the matter settled. 

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
 
Minister Resigns over Sexual Impropriety     

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Justice Charges former Head of State with “Property Theft” 

• Justice Minister Frances Johnson-Morris announced that the former National 
Transitional Government of Liberia Chairman Charles Gyude Bryant has been formally 
charged with “property theft” and would be indicted, having allegedly pocketed and 
misappropriated over US$1.3 million dollars during his two-year tenure. 

• Minister Johnson-Morris refuted that the entire amount in question was used for 
national security as professed by Mr. Bryant. She added that the former Chairman 
told investigators that he used over US$200,000 for national security. ”But if said 
amount is deducted from the US$1.3 million, he was still liable to prosecution”, the 
Attorney-General mentioned.  

 
 
United States Committed to Reconstruction of Post-war Liberia 

• United States Ambassador Donald Booth said that America was committed to the 
reconstruction efforts of post-war Liberia and described as “outstanding” the Liberian 
Government’s presentation at the Partnership Forum on Liberia in Washington D.C.  

• Addressing a news conference, Ambassador Booth stressed that his Country would 
provide more money to help Liberia realize the objective of the Forum and added that 
besides the waiver of Liberia’s bilateral debts, the U.S. would lobby for the waiver of 
Liberia’s multilateral debts.  

• Meanwhile, Ambassador Booth announced that the U.S. Government was providing 
US$15 million to service Liberia’s arrears at the African Development Bank, US$35 
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million to international financial institutions, and that talks had ended to provide 
US$150 million to settle Liberia’s arrears at the International Monetary Fund. This 
move, he stressed, was indicative of America’s own way of helping Liberia settle the 
over US$3 billion owed the international community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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Sudan defiant on Darfur suspects  
 
Sudan says it will not hand over two men named by 
prosecutors at the International Criminal Court as war crimes 
suspects in the Darfur region.  

The ICC named Humanitarian Affairs Minister Ahmed Haroun 
and Janjaweed militia leader Ali Muhammad Ali Abd al-
Rahman, also known as Ali Kushayb.  

Sudan said the ICC had no jurisdiction to try Sudanese and 
that its own courts were capable of prosecuting suspects.  

Some 200,000 people have died in a four-year conflict in Darfur.  

'Rape and torture'  

The two men are suspected of 51 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, ICC 
chief prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo said.  

They include crimes committed during attacks on villages near Kodoom, Bindisi, Mukjar and 
Arawala in West Darfur.  

Sudanese Justice Minister Mohammed Ali al-Mardi said: "We 
are not concerned with, nor do we accept, what the 
International Criminal Court prosecutor has opted for."  

He added: "All the evidence the prosecutor referred to is lies 
given to him by people who bear arms against the state, bear 
arms against citizens and kill innocent citizens in Darfur."  

Sudan is not a signatory to the convention under which the 
ICC was established and has repeatedly said it will not abide 
by any indictments or rulings.  

The BBC's Jonah Fisher in Khartoum says Ali Kushayb was a leader of the Janjaweed during 
the early years of the conflict, which has forced more than two million people to flee their 
homes.  

According to ICC prosecutors, he commanded thousands of men and ordered them to rape, 
torture and kill the local population.  

But our correspondent says it is the naming of Ahmed Haroun that will have wider 
repercussions.  

Mr Haroun had responsibility for Darfur in 2003 and 2004 and according to the ICC was 
responsible for organising and funding the Janjaweed.  

'Criminal responsibility'  

Some two million have been displaced 
by the Darfur conflict 

BBC 
Tuesday, 27 February 2007 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6402363.stm 
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Mr Moreno-Ocampo asked judges to issue summonses for the two men, saying there was 
reason to believe they bore "criminal responsibility for crimes against humanity and war 
crimes committed in Darfur in 2003 and 2004".  

The attackers, he said, "did not target any rebel presence. 
Rather they targeted civilian residents based on the rationale 
that they were supporters of the rebel forces".  

The strategy, Mr Moreno-Ocampo added, "became the 
justification for the mass murder, summary execution and 
mass rape of civilians who were known not to be participant 
in any armed conflict".  

He said: "Ahmad Haroun visited Darfur on a regular basis 
and became known to people in Darfur as the official from 
Khartoum who recruits, staffs and arms the Janjaweed.  

"The evidence shows that Ahmad Haroun provided arms for 
the Janjaweed from a budget that was unlimited and not 
publicly audited."  

After Mr Moreno-Ocampo has filed the evidence of alleged war crimes with the court, its 
judges will have to decide whether to open an inquiry against the suspects with the aim of 
issuing international arrest warrants.  

UN Human Rights Commissioner Louise Arbour said she hoped Tuesday's developments 
would be a "strong deterrent" against more bloodshed.  

She said she expected more charges to be brought against both government and rebel 
officials.  

The United States has urged Sudan to cooperate fully with the ICC.  

We hope that the work of 
the entire court will help to 
ensure the end of impunity for 
the crimes committed in 
Darfur  
 
Luis Moreno-Ocampo 
ICC chief prosecutor 
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BBC 
Wednesday, 28 February 2007 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/6402985.stm 
 
Ugandan ceasefire due to expire  
 
y Adam Mynott  
BBC East Africa correspondent  
 
A ceasefire in a 20-year civil war between the Ugandan 
government and the rebel group the Lord's Resistance 
Army is due to expire.  

A fragile truce has been in place for the past six months 
and there have been largely futile attempts to make 
progress in peace talks.  

The LRA says the Ugandan government has violated the 
ceasefire, and says it will not renew the truce.  

But the rebels also say that they will not resume hostilities.  

Sticking points  

In August last year when the Lord's Resistance Army and the Ugandan government 
agreed to stop fighting, hopes were high that one of the most deadly and savage civil 
wars in Africa might be coming to an end.  

The two sides agreed to meet and talk in southern Sudan.  

But negotiations soon stopped because of fundamental 
disagreement on vital areas like power sharing and 
reform of the Ugandan army.  

International Criminal Court indictments against the LRA 
leadership for human rights abuses proved another 
obstacle. Now the LRA claims the Ugandan government 
has violated the ceasefire.  

The Ugandan government alleges that LRA fighters have gone back into the bush in the 
Central African Republic and the eastern Congo.  

It is hard to escape the conclusion that a conflict that has caused the deaths of tens of 
thousands of people may be on the brink of reigniting.  

Rebel leader Joseph Kony is wanted on 
war crimes charges  

  

 


