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The Parrot (Liberia) 
Friday, 28 March 2008 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

27 March 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
Deputy UNMIL Boss Warns Against Mob Violence …Releases Report on Attacks against 
Police  
(The News, The Inquirer, National Chronicle, New Democrat) 
 

• The media reports that the Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary General for Rule 
of Law, Henrietta Mensa-Bonsu has warned against mob violence in the country. Ms. Mensa-
Bonsu gave the warning on Wednesday when she spoke at a one-day forum to address 
frequent attacks on the Police. The forum was intended to stem the tide of attacks on the LNP 
through out the country by helping to create public understanding of the process of the rule 
of law and the extent of the responsibility of the police in the dispensation of justice. 

• In a report covering the period January to February 2008, over 50 violent attacks on the 
police were catalogued and in most instances police stations were set ablaze in some parts of 
the country. She blamed the attacks on the lack of proper public education on the functions 
and operations of the police coupled with the lack of logistics and low incentives.  

 
“Pen-Pen” Riders, Police in Standoff….As Drivers annoy over alleged Police Extortion 
(New Democrat) 
 

• Police and “pen-pen”[motorcycle] riders Wednesday had a standoff around the New Bridge 
when the riders resisted demands for bribes from police officers assigned in the area. As a 
result of the fracas, the bikes were forcibly parked for what the police termed as traffic 
violations. One of the bike riders said the officers were always demanding more than the 
alleged violations. 

 
Africa Partnership Station Delivers over US$3M Worth of Medical Supplies 
(The Inquirer, Heritage, New Democrat) 
 

• The Africa Partnership Station has delivered more than US$3m worth of medical supplies to 
Liberia. The supplies donated by the U.S. private sector will be given to the John F. Kennedy 
and Redemption Hospitals, the Logan Town Clinic, and a portion will go to the Ministry of 
Health for distribution to other health facilities in the country. US Ambassador Donald Booth 
disclosed that the APS is also offering services at various hospitals and clinics as well as 
training to the AFL leadership.  

• Meanwhile, the APS also donated postal equipment to the Ministry of Post and Tele-
communications to enhance its work. They would reconstruct the Logan Town road; renovate 
the Monrovia Demonstration High School, the Logan Town and Clay Island Clinics. President 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf thanked the APS for the sacrifice and service in responding to the needs 
of the Liberian people.  

• Meanwhile, the commander of the African Partnership Station named illegal fishing, human 
trafficking, drug smuggling and illegal migration as threats to regional security Captain John 
Nowell said the threats also jeopardize economic development and long-term stability. He 
said APS is seeking to cultivate African response through training to improve capability and 
capacities to secure maritime environment.  

 
House Ratifies Firestone Agreement              
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(National Chronicle, Heritage, The Inquirer) 
                                     

• The House of Representatives has concurred with the Senate in ratifying the amended 
Firestone agreement. At a special session yesterday, the House passed the new Firestone 
deal in which for the first time in 86 years, Montserrado County will get a thirty-three percent 
benefit from the US$237 thousand rental tax due to be paid annually by Firestone. 

• The House said Margibi County will take the remaining sixty-seven percent of the amount.  
Grand Bassa lawmakers Vinicious Hodges and Gabriel Smith said the county should benefit 
from the money because Firestone pollutes the Farmington River.  

• The Farmington River divides Margibi and Grand Bassa Counties. Meanwhile, a Margibi 
lawmaker observed there are many minor issues in the ratified Firestone agreement that 
need to be considered. Representative Saar Gbollie said it was unfair for Firestone to state in 
the agreement that it would build bathrooms or safe latrines.  

 
Road Rehabilitation Begins in Cape Mount 
(The Inquirer) 
 

• Ahead of the next cabinet retreat in Grand Cape Mount County, a scrap company operating in 
the county, Orbital Incorporated has intensified the rehabilitation of the road linking Tiene of 
the Congo Manor River Concession area. The 55 kilometre road project according to the 
Operations Manager of Orbital, Amandu Kamissoko is put at more than US$100,000. Citizens 
from the county particularly those from Porkpa District where the project is base has 
welcomed the initiative. 

 
Radio Summary 
 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
UNMIL Releases New Report on Attacks against the Police  

• The U.N. Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has released a report that catalogued over 50 violent 
attacks on the Police. 

• The report covering the period January to February 2008 said in most instances police 
stations were set ablaze in some parts of the country. 

• The Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Rule of Law, Henrietta 
Mensa-Bonsu blamed the attacks on the lack of proper public education on the functions and 
operations of the Police coupled with the lack of logistics and low incentives. 

 
ICRC Closes Tracing Program in Liberia after 18 Years 

• After 18 years in Liberia, the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) has finally 
closed its tracing programme in the country. 

• ICRC head of Delegation in Liberia, Ricardo Conti said the organization has completed its 
caseload of tracing up to 4000 families throughout the country and said more than 2000 
children were reunited with their families under the programme. 

(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Press Union Hold Police-Media Relations Dialogue Today 

• The Press Union of Liberia (PUL) will today hold a one-day police-media dialogue amidst the 
intermittent tension between the two groups. 

• The Union said the dialogue is aimed at discussing some of the vexing issues that highlight 
the friction between media personnel and the Police in the discharge of their duties.  

(Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC 
 
Africa Partnership Station Delivers over US$3M Worth of Medical Supplies 

• The Africa Partnership Station has delivered more than US$3m worth of medical supplies to 
Liberia.  

• The supplies donated by the U.S. private sector will be given to the John F. Kennedy and 
Redemption Hospitals, the Logan Town Clinic, and a portion will go to the Ministry of Health 
for distribution to other health facilities in the country.  
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• U.S. Ambassador Donald Booth disclosed that the APS is also offering services at various 
hospitals and clinics as well as training to the AFL leadership.  

• Meanwhile, the APS also donated postal equipment to the Ministry of Post and 
Telecommunications to enhance its work.  

 (Also reported on Star Radio, Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 

Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am) 
House Ratifies Firestone Agreement                                                  

• The House of Representatives has concurred with the Senate in ratifying the amended 
Firestone agreement.  

• At a special session yesterday, the House passed the new Firestone deal in which for the first 
time in 86 years, Montserrado County will get a thirty-three percent benefit from the US$237 
thousand rental tax due to be paid annually by Firestone.   

• The House said Margibi County will take the remaining sixty-seven percent of the amount.   
 
                                     **** 
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National Chronicle (Liberia) 
Friday, 28 March 2008 
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The Inquirer (Liberia) 
Friday, 28 March 2008 
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New Vision (Uganda) 
Thursday, 27 March 2008 
Opinion 
 
East Africa: Arusha Court of Justice Must Not Be Closed Down 
 
Jerry Okungu 
Kampala 
 
An East African perspective 
 
I AM an East African citizen living in Kenya but, the other week I was ashamed to have visited the 
Rwanda genocide trial premises at the Arusha International Conference Centre for the first time. this great 
institution has been with us for nearly a decade! 
 
The International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda is Africa's equivalent of a similar court based in The 
Hague. Whereas The Hague equivalent tries all cases connected with crimes against humanity, the Arusha 
Court was set up specifically to try suspects believed to have been the masterminds of the genocide that 
lasted 100 days and left nearly a million people dead in Rwanda over a decade ago. 
 
Despite the fact that these Rwanda trials are far from over; in fact hardly half way through, the UN, the 
very body that set it up in the first place is bent on closing the complex down in the next nine months! A 
walk around the premises that included a conducted tour around the courtrooms and the library revealed 
that the UN invested heavily in building the infrastructure from scratch. 
 
Like all UN facilities in New York, The Hague and Nairobi, this is an international institution that has the 
potential to support the fight against impunity when it comes to crimes against humanity. 
 
In today's world, such violations of human rights are more prevalent in Africa than ever before. One only 
needs to remember the 21-year-old conflict in northern Uganda, South Sudan and the never ending inter-
clan conflicts in Somalia and the raging genocide in Darfur to appreciate the magnitude of the problem. 
 
Even though Charles Taylor is facing a similar trial in The Hague, the fact is that even in Liberia; Taylor 
is not the only culprit. There are many more perpetrators of crimes against humanity yet to be 
apprehended in Liberia, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Uganda, Darfur and South Sudan. 
 
The significance of the Arusha International Court is obvious to Africa and the world. It can serve as a 
perfect deterrence for regional warlords in Africa. 
 
Its proximity to societies that are notorious for human rights violations makes it cheaper and cost effective 
to institute investigations, make arrests and transport suspects to the centre with speed. 
 
Another thing; the fact that it is located in Africa makes it have that credibility that suspects are tried on 
familiar grounds where even witnesses do not feel intimidated by unfamiliar environments. A case in 
point is the Charles Taylor trial in The Hague. 
 
Under the circumstances, witnesses have to be transported from Liberia and Sierra Leone to go and testify 
thousands of miles away at someone's cost. When they get there, the courtroom is a totally alien 
environment with mostly white or brown faces to contend with. 
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Language becomes an issue as some of the witnesses may not understand any of the European languages 
used in the trials. Under the circumstances, the chances of a suspect like Taylor feeling like being lynched 
by a predominantly white jury are very high. 
 
Equally important is the fact that UN institutions like the International Court of Justice should be 
permanently decentralised. There is need for such a UN facility in every continent with unique facilities to 
deal with unique regional violations. As it is, the facility in Arusha employed close to 2,000 people at its 
peak. Plans to close it down have scaled this number to 1,000 employees with nearly 50,000 direct 
dependants. 
 
The UN annual budget on this establishment has had significant impact on the economy of Arusha in 
particular and Tanzania in general and even neighbouring countries like Kenya, Uganda and Rwanda 
itself. In the process, the standards of living and poverty levels have gone down drastically. 
 
More importantly, regional despots are beginning to wake up to the reality that they can easily find their 
way into Arusha or The Hague cells if they continue with their wayward ways. 
 
As the UN plans to close down this critical facility, what do the African heads of state at the AU and the 
EAC level think? Will they just sit there and fold their arms as if nothing is happening? Can't they rise up 
and raise the issue with the relevant authorities at the UN to rethink their decisions? 
 
Presidents Jakaya Kikwete and Yoweri Museveni; you are the current chairs of the AU and the EAC 
respectively. Can you rise up to the challenge and save the Arusha institution? I am sure your voices are 
loud and strong enough to be heard across the globe. Over to you, Your Excellencies. 
 


