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Patriotic Vanguard website 
Saturday, 26 April 2008 
 

Freetown: Taylor defence meets with civil society 
and school children 
 - Saturday 26 April 2008. 

By Isatu Gbla. 

The defence lawyer for the former president of Liberia Charles Taylor who was indicted in 2006 by the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone and is now standing trial at the 
international court of justice at the Hague was recently in Freetown to talk 
to members of civil society and school children. 

The lawyer, Terry Munyard, at the YWCA in Freetown said the purpose 
of the meeting is get the views of civil society on the ongoing trial of 
Charles Taylor at the Hague. He said the defence has a very small team 
and they only have two investigators in Freetown while the prosecution 
has over twenty investigators in Freetown. 

He also said Taylor is innocent until he is found guilty by the court. 

He added that the matter of Charles Taylor is different from that of Foday Sankoh and Hinga Norman, 
because none of the witnesses that have already testified admitted to ever seeing Charles Taylor in 
Freetown and that the whole case is political. 

Speaking about Taylor’s health Munyard said said his client is in good health more than what would be 
expected for a sixty-year old. 

The trial of Mr Taylor will continue at the Hague even if the special court is closed,he revealed. 

Meanwhile a prosection witness in the ongoing trial at the Hague recently stated that Taylor fully 
supported the RUF with men and materiel and that the the RUF was an exact replica of Taylor’s 
murderous NPFL. 

Photo: Charles Taylor arriving at the Hague in 2006. 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Friday, 25 April 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Friday, 25 April 2008 
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National Chronicle (Liberia) 
Friday, 25 April 2008 
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Jamaica Gleaner (Jamaica) 
Sunday, 27 April 2008 
 

Courtenay Griffiths - Tough-talking avvocate 
published: Sunday | April 27, 2008  

 
COntributed 

Courtenay Griffiths QC, on graduation day from the University of Coventry.  

Avia Collinder, Outlook Writer  

Courtenay Griffiths has little use for diplomacy and smooth talk in his career. The Queen's Counsel, one 
of the most senior advocates in London's criminal court, more popularly known as the Old Bailey, is 
uniquely positioned to comment on the nature of the security problems which affect Jamaicans both in 
the United Kingdom and in his country of birth, Jamaica.  

In doing so, he dishes out some hard truths.  

The tough-talking lawyer is also an expert in international criminal law, and has written and lectured 
extensively on all aspects of the criminal justice system.  

Recently in Jamaica for the annual Norman Manley Lecture of the Norman Manley Law School, 
University of the West Indies, which aims to highlight issues of national and international public concern, 
Griffiths suggested that, in seeking to rein in the problems of crime locally, Jamaicans should not 
overlook the impact of poverty on inner-city communities and the relative absence of the educational 
opportunities which could break the cycle of deprivation.  

In an interview with Outlook, he said, "In Jamaica, it is a fact that unemployment affects certain 
population groups, especially in the inner city. It is inevitable that this degree of deprivation will be 
reflected in behaviour."  

In London, he says, there are Jamaican communities which are similarly affected by gun culture, but a 
significant difference between the two societies is the response of the criminal justice system.  

Jamaica's international image  

"Jamaica has an image internationally of seeking to crack down largely on gun-related crime. Its 
constabulary has an image of brutality and total disregard for human rights. At the same time, the force is 
an underserved and under-financed state institution."  
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The advocate has a particular interest in civil liberties. Among the many notable cases in which 
Courtenay has been involved, he regards the following as being the most noteworthy: R v Silcott & others 
(The Blakelock murder trial); the Brighton Bombing in which a bomb was detonated in the section of the 
Grand Hotel where many politicians, including then Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher, were staying for 
the British Conservative Party conference. The noteworthy cases also include the Harrods Bombing - a 
blast that killed six persons in 1983; the Canary Wharf bombing, the Risley Riot; the Dartmoor Riot; 
Johnson, Davis and Rowe; Goswell v Commissioner of Police for the Metropolis (for a while, this case 
recorded the highest award of damages made by a jury against a police force); and the Damilola Taylor 
murder trial. There were also R v White and Hanson (the murder of the Chelsea banker) and R v Brown 
and Carty (the murder of the city solicitor).  

Nowadays, he is constantly in The Hague in Amsterdam representing ex-Liberian leader Charles Taylor, 
who has been charged with crimes against humanity. Griffiths is the lead counsel of the new defence 
team appointed by the Special Court for Sierra Leone to represent Taylor.  

Taylor, who was president of Liberia from 1997 to 2003, is being tried on 11 counts of war crimes, crimes 
against humanity, and other serious violations of international law committed during Sierra Leone's 
conflict, including murdering and mutilating civilians, using women and girls as sex slaves, and abducting 
both adults and children and making them perform forced labour or become fighters.  

Taylor is charged on the basis of his alleged role as a major backer of the Sierra Leone rebel group, the 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF), and close association with a second warring faction, the Armed 
Forces Revolutionary Council.  

Roots  

Courtenay Griffiths was born in Kingston, Jamaica, into a large family which went to England in his early 
years. He was the son of a poor carpenter and the first member of his family to attend university.  

"Coming from such a background, it was easy to develop an inferiority complex when dealing with 
colleagues. However, I have always had a great deal of confidence," the lawyer states.  

Between age 11 and 18 1/2, Courtenay was the only black child in the schools he attended.  

"In such an environment, I was forced to come to terms with myself. It came to me that racism should not 
be allowed to prevent me from reaching goals. Racism is the problem of the racists and is often used to 
distract individuals from their true purpose."  

Education  

At 18, he left Coventry where he grew up, to study law at the London School of Economics, and was 
called to the Bar directly from university. He acquired, he said, an essential understanding of political and 
social context to the practice of criminal law during time spent as legal assistant to the Greater London 
Council's Police Support Committee, and as a Revson Fellow at the City College in New York.  
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Returning from the United States, he practised in West Yorkshire and other suburban areas, where the 
sight of a black man in a white wig and black gown often generated looks and sentiments of amazement.  

Not even the juries would listen. He would have to employ special tactics to break the ice; one favourite 
was:  

"Members of the jury, it is me sitting here with my black face and white wig, looking for all the world like a 
pint of Guinness. I have a good head too."  

The jury would collapse with laughter and, from thereon, things would proceed smoothly.  

In his earliest years of sitting behind the white QCs in court, it struck him, he said, that few of them had 
any understanding of the racial dynamics affecting minorities, and he promised himself - with each 
travesty viewed - that he would make the effort to see that the resulting miscarriage of justice would be 
repeated decreasingly.  

Today, he chairs the Public Affairs Committee of the Bar Council, and worked for several years as chair 
of its Race Relations Committee.  

As lead attorney on many subsequent cases involving minorities, he has been able to keep his pledge to 
defend them.  

He is also enthused about representing Charles Taylor, who deserves a good defence, he states, in a 
court in which the normal rules of evidence do not apply and in which witnesses are paid to speak.  

It is a challenge worthy of the advocate who says that, although Jamaica is a small island state, its best 
and brightest can make their mark on the world in international tribunals and other similar fora.  

Courtenay Griffiths is married to Angela, a woman of mixed Sierra Leonian and Irish extract.  

Family understanding  

She has come, he says, to understand that "who I represent in court does not have a great deal to do 
with who I am. I am able to distance myself from what I do."  

The lawyer is father to children Donna, Paul, Marcus and Adam.  

Griffiths is an adherent of the Rastafarian faith. "You don't have to grow your hair to be a Rasta. It's in 
your heart, not how you look," he states. He is a passionate collector of Jamaican music with a collection 
dating back to the 1950s.  

He believes that the enormous creativity exhibited by Jamaicans in music and other areas in less than 
one century after the abolition of slavery bodes well for the culture.  

"We are a small island with a population of just over two million and we have come to influence the whole 
world."  
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Griffiths strongly believes that international criminal law will be one of the expanding areas of law in the 
21st century and advises those who wish to follow his example to consider the field.  

Where the matter of local crime is concerned, the solution lies not in talent - of which we have plenty - but 
in political will and the resources - for want of which we appear to be beggared.  

"(Lack of) Education is often the root of this kind of deprivation (poverty which leads to crime). The 
government here does not appear to have the level of resources to provide the lift that youngsters need," 
he laments. 
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The Parrot (Liberia) 
Friday, 25 April 2008 
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Daily Observer (Liberia) 
Friday, 25 April 2008 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

28 April 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
Government Embarks on Campaign to Make Armed Robbery Non-Bailable 
(The News, New Democrat, Heritage, The Inquirer, The Informer, Liberian Express) 
 

• The media reports that Government is seeking a legislation aimed at making armed robbery a 
non-bailable offense in the country. Making the disclosure during the launch of “Operation 
Thunderstorm” - a campaign aimed at dealing with the upsurge in armed robbery, Justice 
Minister, Cllr. Philip Banks said if the legislation is passed it would serve as a deterrent.  
Minister Banks said “Thunder Storm” would be carried out by the Liberia National Police and 
would be backed by all state security agencies in the country and the UN Police. He said 
residents of the various communities would see and feel the presence of the Police and other 
state security agents twenty-four hours a day. Meanwhile, the News newspaper reports that 
government has ordered the re-arming of the police to contain the rising wave of armed 
robbery. 

 
 
24 Liberian Returnees Back Home From Ghana 
(The News, Heritage) 
 

• The Liberian government has announced the return of 24 Liberian refugees from Ghana who 
were deemed as illegal residents by Ghanaian authorities. The 24 refugees were among 30 
Liberians who were slated for deportation by the Ghanaian government for allegedly 
breaching Ghana’s Public Order Act. They had been living in that country for the last 18 
years.  

• According to a press statement, Deputy Minister for Public Affairs at the Ministry of 
Information, Gabriel Williams, the Government of Liberia welcomes its citizens home and 
assured them that the relevant agencies would work out modalities to ensure that the 
returnees receive the needed support for resettlement.  

• The release, however, indicated that the return of the Liberian refugees does not form part of 
the Tripartite Agreement signed between the Governments of Liberia and Ghana, and UNHCR 
which only applies to legally registered refugees. It said the voluntary repatriation under the 
tripartite agreement is presently underway and it would apply to a total of 25,000 refugees 
registered with the UNHCR.    

 
Talking Drum Completes Community Radio Station Project 
(The News, Daily Observer, The Inquirer) 
 

• The Search for Common Ground Talking Drum Studio Liberia announces the completion of the 
construction of a community radio station and it subsequent turn over to the people of Grand 
Cape Mount County. Search for Common Ground Liberia said the radio station was built in the 
town of Senje with the power transmission of 1000 watts.  

• This radio station was constructed at the request of the people of Grand Cape Mount County 
in a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between their Board of Directors headed by Mrs. 
Maddaline Fahnbulleh and the Search for Common Ground some years ago, a release said. 
She told the people of Cape Mount that the radio was built with support from the Rhode 
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Island based Foundation for West Africa, the Canadian Government, Action Aid Liberia, the 
Cape Mount Community and the Search for Common Ground which implemented the radio 
construction project. The radio is made of modern studio facilities, a state of the art antenna 
field and a good looking building. 

 
Radio Summary 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
US$375M Traced To Former President Taylor – Says Chief Prosecutor 

• The Prosecution in the trial of detained former President Charles Taylor said it has made 
significant progress to identify and uncover his hidden wealth. 

• In an interview, The Special Court Chief Prosecutor Stephen Rapp said analyses of bank 
records have led investigators to identify US$375 million in offshore accounts traceable to Mr. 
Taylor. 

(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Government Seeks to Make Armed Robbery Non-Bailable 
 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 

 
AFL Graduates Another Batch of 500 New Soldiers     

• The Security Sector Reform Programme over the weekend graduated 510 soldiers of the new 
Armed Forces of Liberia from its Initial Entry Training.  

• In an interview, the Chief of the Office of Defense Cooperation, Lieutenant Colonel William 
Wyatt said the number represents 23 females and 487 males. The training lasted for nine 
weeks.  

• Lieutenant Colonel Wyatt said the graduation of the soldiers now brings the new AFL strength 
to 1300. 

(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 

                                             **** 
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The News (Liberia) 
Monday, 28 April 2008 
 
"Taylor Must Be Treated Innocent" 
 
Monrovia 
 
As defendant Charles Taylor answers to charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity at the Special 
Court for Sierra Leone in The Hague, Liberia's Information Minister has cautioned the media in Sierra 
Leone and Liberia to treat Taylor as innocent until the court determines otherwise. 
 
Liberian Information Minister Dr. Laurence K. Bropleh told about 50 Liberian and Sierra Leonean 
journalists that Mr. Taylor was a former head of state, and as such, the media should not be seen as 
propagating sentiment either for or against the accused. 
  
The Liberian and Sierra Leonean journalists gathered at the Krystal Overview Hotel in Mamba Point to 
participate in a three-day media training on International Tribunals and International Criminal 
Proceedings organized by the Advocates for International Development (A4ID) in collaboration with the 
International Center for Media Studies and Development in West Africa (INCEMSADWA). 
 
Speaking at the opening of the training which basically centered on "Reporting the Taylor Trial in a 
Balanced, Fair and Objective Context", Minister Bropleh said media coverage on Taylor's trial demands 
optimal professional and ethical standard. 
 
"The stories you write, the interviews and questions you ask, and the analyses you provide, indeed, have 
seroius implications in our both countries," Bropleh noted. 
 
He wants the media to see itself as a critical linchpin to the agenda of making post-conflict Liberia and 
Sierra Leone success stories. 
 
Dr. Bropleh called on the media in both countries to devise a mechanism whereby there can be monitoring 
and evaluation of both media coverage during the trial in The Hague. 
 
"We can establish an independent group to assess the performance of the coverage during the trial and its 
impact on the publics in Liberia and Sierra Leone," Dr. Bropleh suggested. 
 
He observed that the media training was significant because, according to him, it will improve their 
knowledge and understanding of the working of international justice system. 
 
He assured the Liberian government's committment to due process and a free and fair trial of all of its 
citizens including Mr. Taylor. 
 
Mr. Taylor stands accused of an eleven count charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity 
including murder, terroror, rape, sexual slavery, as well as conscripting child soldiers into armed forces, 
among others. 
 
Taylor has since denied the charges and pleaded not guilty. 
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