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Local News 
 
SCSL Activities Extended To Neighbouring Countries / Awareness Times 
 
Corruption: The Role Of The Judiciary / Standard Times 
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International News 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
 
To Appease Serbia, War Criminals are Getting Away With Murder / The Daily Star (Beirut) 
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Awareness Times 
Tuesday, 29 May 2007 
 

 
 



 4

Standard Times 
Tuesday, 29 May 2007 
 
Corruption: The Role Of The Judiciary 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 28 May 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Nigeria's Obasanjo honored by Liberia, Sierra Leone  

MONROVIA, May 26, 2007 (AFP) - Nigeria's outgoing President Olusegun Obasanjo visited Liberia 
and Sierra Leone Saturday to receive top honors for his country's role in helping quell civil wars in 
the two west African states. His swansong tour of the two West African nations comes three days 
ahead of the swearing-in of his successor, Umaru Yar'Adua.  

AP 05/27/2007 15:00:39  
Obasanjo tells Sierra Leoneans to focus on the good in Nigeria's 
election  
CLARENCE ROY-MACAULAY 

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone_Nigeria's outgoing President Olusegun Obasanjo told Sierra Leoneans to 
"copy the good side, not the bad side" of his country's recent elections _ which his ruling party 
won by wide margins, but which observers denounced as flawed.  

International Clips on West Africa 
 

Ivory Coast plans census ahead of elections  

ABIDJAN, May 26, 2007 (AFP) - The Ivory Coast will begin a census of the population next month, 
a key step toward holding elections following five years of conflict that split the country in half, the 
prime minister's office said. Prime Minister Guillaume Soro, a former rebel leader, also plans to 
hold disarmament ceremonies for rebel groups in the north and pro-government militias in the 
west, a statement from his office late Friday said.  

AP 05/28/2007 03:45:19  
Obasanjo leaves Nigerians uncertain of their democracy, future  
DULUE MBACHU 

LAGOS, Nigeria _ When Olusegun Obasanjo was elected Nigeria's president in 1999, Nigerians 
hoped long years of military misrule were behind them and stable democracy was ahead. As he 
leaves office Tuesday after eight years, Nigeria's democracy is in doubt, and its people seem as 
uncertain as ever of their future. But Obasanjo, a 70-year-old former military leader, is credited 
with making economic strides, and earned respect abroad for his efforts to secure peace across 
Africa.  
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Local Media – Newspaper    

Student Group Says President Obasanjo Did Not Deserve Honors 
(New Vision, The Inquirer. Liberian Express, Public Agenda, The News, Heritage, The Monitor and New 
democrat) 

• The University of Liberia campus-based Student Unification Party Chairman Marvelous 
Weah said that Nigeria’s President Olusegun Obasanjo did not deserve any honors because 
his administration poorly organized an election in which his successor was selected.  

• The President received from his Liberian counterpart Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Saturday, one of 
Liberia’s highest awards: The Chain Collar in the Most Venerable Order of the Knighthood 
of the Pioneers for his Country’s contribution to the Liberian peace process. 

 
UN Marks Peacekeepers Day 
(The Informer, Liberian Express, New Vision and The News) 

• The United Nations Mission in Liberia will tomorrow, 29 May 2007 join other UN agencies to 
observe International Day of Peacekeepers for the ultimate sacrifice the world body makes 
to the maintenance of peace and stability in the world. 

 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am 

 
 Chinese Assess Lands for Agriculture Center in Maryland County  

• An 8-man delegation of Chinese agricultural engineers during the weekend arrived in 
Harper, Maryland County to conduct feasibility studies for the establishment of an 
Agricultural Demonstration Center, one of which the Commercial Counselor at the Chinese 
Embassy, Mr. Zhang Yi stressed is needed accelerate development and food production in 
Liberia.   

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
                             

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL 
Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access 
the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact 
Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 



 9

The Daily Star (Beirut) 
Friday, 25 May 2007 
 
T o  a p p e a s e  S e r b i a ,  w a r  c r i m i n a l s  a r e  g e t t i n g  a w a y  w i t h  m u r d e r  
 
 [Op-Ed].   Natasa Kandic and Mabel Van Oranje     
 
This month has been a bad one for the cause of human rights in Europe, as Serbia was allowed to begin its six-
month presidency of the Council of Europe, the continent's oldest political body. With Serbia at the helm, the 
council, which aims to promote human rights and the rule of law, is now overseen by a state that thumbs its nose 
at the Genocide Convention and harbors an indicted war crimes suspect, former Bosnian Serb army chief Ratko 
Mladic. Moreover, the European Commission has indicated that it is ready to resume talks aimed at bringing 
Serbia closer to the European Union as soon as a reform-oriented government is formed in Belgrade.  
 
Earlier this year, the International Court of Justice (ICJ) found Serbia guilty of failing to prevent the massacre of 
more than 7,000 Bosnian Muslim men in Srebrenica. The court also declared that Serbia will remain in violation 
of the Genocide Convention until it transfers Mladic - who is believed responsible for some of the worst crimes 
in Europe since the World War II - to the International Criminal Tribunal for Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) in The 
Hague. 
 
But the EU seems ready to ignore Serbia's disdain for international law. The EU is understandably eager to 
support a pro-European government in Serbia, for this might pave the way for Serbia to swallow the prospect of 
Kosovo's independence. That explains why some EU member states are keen to resume negotiations on a 
Stabilization and Association Agreement, which were suspended a year ago due to Serbia's failure to cooperate 
fully with the ICTY. The proposed U-turn by the EU means that Mladic's arrest and transfer to The Hague is no 
longer a condition for restarting talks. 
 
Of course, Europe needs to sweeten the Kosovo deal for Serbia. But an immediate resumption of negotiations 
amounts to an approach that is all carrot and no stick, damaging the EU's own credibility. Indeed, the West has 
already tried this approach before, with paltry results. In December 2006, NATO allowed Serbia to join its 
Partnership for Peace, even though there were still war criminals at large in the country. 
 
This softer approach will prove counterproductive, as it will not strengthen democratic forces in Serbia. Just last 
week, caretaker Prime Minister Vojislav Kostunica, once hailed by Europe as a great democrat, showed his true 
colors. He went so far as to support the election of an extreme nationalist, Tomislav Nikolic, who was an old ally 
of President Slobodan Milosevic's, as the speaker of the Serbian Parliament. The head of Nikolic's party, 
Vojislav Seselj, is in the dock in The Hague facing trial for war crimes. 
 
Although Nikolic soon resigned after a new Serbian government was formed, the Cabinet's composition suggests 
that the EU might be foolish to expect greater cooperation with the ICTY. By effectively abandoning 
conditionality, the EU will be rewarding the most intransigent hard-liners in Serbia - that is, the very people who 
have opposed the arrest of Mladic for years. With the ICTY's closure just one year away, there is a risk that 
Mladic will never be held accountable. 
 
The effect that the resumption of talks might have on the system of international law is no less chilling. Serbia's 
leadership of the Council of Europe is a done deal. But the EU must insist on Serbia's compliance with the 
ICTY, the ICJ decision, and its own Copenhagen political criteria. Mladic must be arrested before talks start, not 
after. 
 
As a signal of their seriousness, European governments should think twice before they accept Serbia's invitation 
to attend the Council of Europe's festive 1,000th meeting in June. A minute of silence for the victims of war 
criminals who have not been arrested might be a more appropriate way to pay tribute to the council's core values 
of human rights and justice than attending the party now being planned in Belgrade.  
 


