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Special Court for Sierra Leone 
Outreach and Public Affairs Office 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 28 May 2008 
 
Appeals Chamber Overturns Convictions, Enters New Ones, and Increases Sentences for Former 
Civil Defence Forces Leaders 
 
The Special Court Appeals Chamber, in a majority Judgment, today overturned convictions imposed by 
the Trial Chamber against Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa for collective punishments and against 
Kondewa for recruiting of child soldiers. The Appeals Chamber, by a majority, also entered two new 
convictions against both men for murder and inhumane acts as crimes against humanity. 
 
In the Judgment, the majority of the Appeals Chamber upheld Trial Chamber convictions of the two men 

on counts of murder and cruel treatment as war 
crimes, but increased their sentences 
substantially. Fofana, who had been sentenced 
by the Trial Chamber to concurrent sentences 
totalling six years, has now been sentenced to 
fifteen years. Kondewa’s total sentence was 
increased from eight to twenty years. 
 
The Judges considered nine grounds of appeal 
by the Prosecution and six grounds by Allieu 
Kondewa. Moinina Fofana did not appeal his 
conviction or sentence, but he was a 
respondent to the Prosecution appeals. 
 

The Appeals Chamber majority reversed acquittals by the Trial Chamber on counts 1 and 3 of the 
indictment, for murder and inhumane acts as crimes against humanity, granting the Prosecution’s appeal 
that the CDF had directed attacks against a civilian population, and not just against military targets. 
 
The Appeals Chamber, again by majority, sustained war crimes convictions on counts 2 and 4 for murder 
and cruel treatment, but increased the sentences. The Judges, however, unanimously overturned 
Kondewa’s conviction for murder in Talia. 
 
On count 5, pillage as a war crime, the majority of the Judges sustained the Trial Chamber’s conviction of 
Kondewa based on acts committed in Bonthe District, but said the Trial Chamber erred when it convicted 
him of acts committed in Moyamba District. 
 
The five Judges unanimously upheld the Trial Chamber’s acquittal of the two men on Count 6, acts of 
terrorism as a war crime. 
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The majority of the Appeals Chamber reversed the two men’s convictions on Count 7, collective 
punishments as a war crime, concluding that the Trial Chamber had erred in its definition of the crime.  
 
The majority also reversed Kondewa’s conviction on Count 8, for the enlistment of children under the age 
of 15 as combatants.  
 
The Appeals Chamber, by a majority, held that the Trial Chamber erred in considering political motives or 
fighting in a “just cause” as mitigating factors in sentencing.  
 
Dissenting opinions were read out by Justice George Gelaga-King on convictions and sentencing, by 
Justice Jon Kamanda on sentencing, and by Justice Renate Winter in relation to the enlistment of child 
soldiers, collective punishments, and politically mitigating circumstances. 
 
 
#END 
 
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone. It 
is mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30 
November 1996. 
 

INFORMATION FOR MEDIA - NOT FOR ADVERTISING 
 

Produced by the  
Press and Public Affairs Office  
Special Court for Sierra Leone 

Mobile: 232 76  655732 
Email: SCSL-pressoffice@un.org 

 
Visit our website at www.sc-sl.org 
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Agence France-Presse 
Wednesday, 28 May 2008 
 
Appeal court increases sentences on Sierra Leone militiamen 
 
FREETOWN (AFP) — A United Nations-backed appeals court for Sierra Leone on  

 Wednesday sharply increased sentences on two former leaders of 
notorious pro-government militias convicted of war crimes. 
 
Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa, convicted in August 2007 by the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone, had their sentences increased from six to 
15 and from eight to 20 years respectively. 
 
Fofana and Kondewa led the pro-government Civil Defence Forces (CDF) 
which recruited traditional hunters to fight rebels during the 1991-2001 
civil war in the west African state. 
 
The prosecution, which had originally sought 30 years for each, had 
appealed on the grounds that the initial sentences were too lenient. 
 
As a parallel force to the regular army, the CDF fought rebels of the 

Revolutionary United Front (RUF) and the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC) in a war that 
claimed some 120,000 lives, according to UN estimates. 
 
In the main trial, the special court justified the relatively lenient sentences compared to the 45- to 50-year 
terms slapped on some AFRC rebel leaders on the grounds that there had been mitigating circumstances, 
including the CDF's role in restoring democracy. 
 
Many locals believe the CDF and its Kamajor fighters helped to rein in the brutal RUF rebels and protect 
villagers in the vulnerable hinterland of the diamond-rich country. 
 
Set up in 2002 under a treaty between the Sierra Leone government and the United Nations, the Special 
Court is prosecuting those accused of war crimes and crimes against humanity. 
 
Three foreign judges from Austria, Nigeria and Sri Lanka sitting at the appeals hearing supported the 
increased sentences, while two judges from Sierra Leone opposed them, saying they wished to uphold the 
earlier sentences. 
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Reuters 
Wednesday, 28 May 2008 
 
S.Leone court raises jail terms for militia chiefs 
 
By Christo Johnson 
 
FREETOWN, May 28 (Reuters) - Sierra Leone's U.N.-backed Special Court more than doubled jail terms 
imposed on two former pro-government militia chiefs convicted of war crimes during the 1991-2002 civil 
war. 
 
Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa had their prison terms raised from six to 15 years and eight to 20 
years respectively by the appeals chamber of the court in Freetown on Wednesday. 
 
The two were leaders of the Civil Defence Forces (CDF) that defended former President Ahmad Tejan 
Kabbah's government from rebels during the war. 
 
The increased sentences were welcomed by human rights campaigners who had been disappointed by the 
terms handed down by the trial chamber on Oct. 9. 
 
The pair were convicted in August of war crimes, including murder, cruelty and pillage committed during 
the Sierra Leonean conflict, which was notorious for atrocities carried out on civilians by drugged 
soldiers, often no more than children. 
 
In Wednesday's ruling, the appeals judges rejected the trial chamber's argument that the accused, in 
fighting for the government against the rebels, had contributed to the restoration of the rule of law and 
democracy in Sierra Leone. 
 
The increased sentences for the CDF leaders brought their punishments more in line with prison terms 
handed out last year by the court against leaders of the rebel Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, which 
toppled the government in 1997. 
 
"The lesson is that it doesn't matter which side you're fighting on, if you commit a war crime, you will be 
punished accordingly," Patrick Fatoma, the court's outreach coordinator, told Reuters by telephone. 
 
New York-based Human Rights Watch said the appeals ruling was important to ensure justice for all 
victims of human rights abuses, irrespective of the motives of the perpetrators. 
 
"This decision rightly affirms that there is no excuse for attacking and mutilating civilians regardless of 
the purpose in fighting," Elise Keppler, HRW's international justice senior counsel, said in a statement. 
 
More than 50,000 people were killed in the civil war. (For full Reuters Africa coverage and to have your 
say on the top issues, visit: http://africa.reuters.com/) (Additional reporting by Pascal Fletcher in Dakar; 
Writing by Pascal Fletcher; editing by Alistair Thomson and Robert Woodward)  
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Associated Press 
Wednesday, 28 May 2008 
 
Court lengthens terms for Sierra Leone war criminals convicted of killings, mutilations 
 
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone: A U.N.-backed war crimes court on Wednesday more than doubled the 
prison terms for two ex-militia leaders convicted of overseeing hundreds of killings and mutilations 
during Sierra Leone's 11-year war. 
 
An earlier ruling sentencing Moinina Fofana to six years and Allieu Kondewa's sentence to eight years 
was far too light, the judges ruled. Fofana's term was increased to 15 years, Kondewa's to 20. 
 
The two men were leaders of the pro-government Civil Defense Forces, or CDF, which used a network of 
tribal-based hunters known as the Kamajors to fight various rebel groups during Sierra Leone's 1991-2002 
war. 
 
The CDF is accused of murdering more than 200 civilians and rebels — and for gruesome acts such as 
driving stakes into women's genitals and using the entrails of victims to mark roadways. 
 
However, many Sierra Leoneans see the CDF as key to restoring order to a war-ravaged country, and 
judges said the earlier, lenient sentences were meant to reflect that. 
 
Wednesday's ruling calling the original sentences "manifestly inadequate" was a win for the prosecution. 
 
"Whether the CDF was fighting to restore the legitimate democratically elected government is 
immaterial," presiding Judge George Gelaga King said in reading the ruling. 
 
The court's three foreign judges ruled for longer sentences while its two Sierra Leonean judges — 
including Gelaga King — dissented. The dissenters argued that the group's "primary objects" were rebels 
and military posts, not civilians. 
 
Sierra Leone's Special Court was set up after the end of the war to hold accountable those most 
responsible for atrocities committed during the fighting. 
 
During the war, various groups burned villages, chopped off people's hands with machetes and went on 
campaigns of rape. The same court is prosecuting former president Charles Taylor in The Hague in the 
Netherlands for his role in atrocities. 
 
In July 2007, the court sentenced three former rebel leaders to 45- to 50-year prison terms, the first 
punishments handed down by the war crimes tribunal since it was set up five years ago. 
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Voice of America 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
 
Prosecutors Win Appeal of Sierra Leone Militia Leaders' Short Sentences  
 
By Howard Lesser  
Washington, DC 
 
An appeals panel of the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone has overturned some convictions 
against two pro-government Civil Defense Forces (CDF) leaders, but more than doubled their sentences 
and added new convictions against them.  Prosecutors, disappointed by last August’s six and eight-year 
jail terms given Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa, took their case to the appeals chamber of the 
Special Court in Freetown. Yesterday, the defendants saw their respective sentences boosted to 15 and 20 
years, but also witnessed one murder charge and an enlistment of child soldiers accusation dropped 
against Kondewa.  The two fighters’ earlier acquittals for crimes against humanity, however, were 
reversed, and they now will also serve time for a separate murder charge and for committing inhumane 
acts.   
 
Attorney Elise Keppler is Counsel in the International Justice Program at Human Rights Watch.  She says 
that the significance of Wednesday’s appeals court decision is its rejection of a defense contention that 
Fofana and Kondewa deserve shorter sentences because they had been fighting to restore order and bring 
democracy to Sierra Leone. 
 
“The decision by the appeals chamber was significant in rejecting the notion that because the perpetrators 
were fighting for democracy, that that was somehow an excuse or an acceptable justification to commit 
war crimes and crimes against humanity,” she said. 
 
For court chief prosecutor Stephen Rapp the initial court sentences fell short of reflecting the nature of the 
crimes. But the trial chamber justified the lighter jail terms last August by noting the CDF’s efforts to 
restore order in Sierra Leone during a brutal armed conflict.  Attorney Keppler says that previous verdict 
overlooked a longstanding principle that even in conflict, victims must receive equal protection under the 
law, no matter who their attackers or what their motives are. 
 
“That ruling really goes against the grain of fundamental principles of international humanitarian law, 
which is that civilians should be protected regardless of why perpetrators are fighting.  And had the 
(appeals) court gone the other way, it really would have risked victim protection, whereas instead, this 
decision is consistent with international law and really solidifies and bolsters victim protection for victims 
all over the world,” she noted. 
 
Sierra Leone’s civil war lasted from 1991 to 2002 and involved three warring factions, the Revolutionary 
United Front (RUF), the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC), and the Civil Defense Forces 
local militia.  The Special Court was formed in 2002 with both international and Sierra Leonean jurists 
deliberating cases against suspects from all three groups who bear the greatest responsibility for high 
crimes committed between 1996 and the end of the war.  Its highest profile case is being prosecuted at the 
International Criminal Court in The Hague against former Liberian president Charles Taylor, who is 
accused of fueling the war in a neighboring country.  Keppler says that trial has been progressing 
smoothly. 
 
“More than 20 witnesses have been put forth since January.  And while the trial got off to a slightly 
bumpy start initially, due in part to concerns raised about resources available to the defense, since the new 
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defense team was put in place and had time to prepare, things have really been moving along quite 
efficiently,” said Keppler. 
 
The Human Rights Watch attorney says there are expectations of Taylor’s trial lasting for another 12 to 18 
months, but it could extend even longer.  The mandate of the Sierra Leone Special Court is not open-
ended. International funding is needed to maintain its operations and its life term is due to expire at some 
unspecified future date.  But Keppler says that “from the work that Human Rights Watch has done to 
evaluate the progress of the Special Court, our sense has been that the Special Court is really doing quite a 
lot to bring justice for the abuses committed in Sierra Leone, and this (appeals court) decision is consistent 
with this direction.”   
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United Press International 
Wednesday, 28 May 2008 
 
HRW praises Sierra Leone sentencing 
 
FREETOWN, Sierra Leone, May 28 (UPI) -- A New York-based human rights group is praising a war 
crimes court in Sierra Leone for rejecting sentence reductions for militia leaders accused of atrocities. 
 
The trial chamber in the Special Court for Sierra Leone reduced the sentences of two militia leaders, 
Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa, accused of atrocities against civilians because they were fighting 
for a democratic government. The appeals chamber, however, rejected that ruling. 
 
"This decision rightly affirms that there is no excuse for attacking and mutilating civilians regardless of 
the purpose in fighting," said Elise Keppler, a lawyer for Human Rights Watch. 
 
The court, relying on over 100 witness testimonies, found the men guilty of sexual violence and other 
atrocities committed in a regional conflict that erupted in the 1990s. Each of the men faces 15 to 20 years 
in prison. 
 
Human Rights Watch said it is "unprecedented" for an international court to consider political motivation 
when considering sentencing, noting previous tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda rejected 
similar claims. 
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Human Rights Watch 
Wednesday, 28 May 2008 
Press Release 
 
War Crimes Ruling Bolsters Victim Protection  
 
The decision by Sierra Leone's war crimes court to reject sentence reductions for two convicted militia 
members because they fought for a "legitimate cause" is crucial in ensuring justice for all victims of 
human rights violations, Human Rights Watch said today.  
 
The appeals chamber of the United Nations-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone handed down its 
judgment on May 28 in the sentencing of Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa. They were leaders of the 
government-supported Civil Defence Forces during Sierra Leone's brutal armed conflict that ended in 
2002.  
  
Both men were convicted of war crimes involving extreme acts of violence such as mutilations against 
civilians. The trial chamber of the court had reduced their sentences on the grounds that they had engaged 
in the conflict to secure democracy. The appeals chamber rejected that portion of the ruling. Consistent 
with this and other findings, the appeals chamber increased Fofana's sentence from six to 15 years and 
Kondewa's sentence from eight to 20 years.  
 
"This decision rightly affirms that there is no excuse for attacking and mutilating civilians regardless of 
the purpose in fighting," said Elise Keppler, international justice senior counsel at Human Rights Watch.  
 
Human Rights Watch has analyzed why motives behind waging war are not an acceptable basis to 
mitigate sentences in a memorandum.  
 
The Special Court trial chamber found the defendants guilty of very serious violations of international 
humanitarian law following testimony from more than 100 witnesses who described barbaric crimes that 
included mutilations, targeting, and deliberate killing of unarmed men, women, and children, and the 
murder of women who had sticks inserted and forced into their genitals.  
 
"The ruling reinforces the principle that all parties in a conflict must abide by the same rules and be 
subject to the same punishment," said Keppler. "To do less would provide victims unequal protection 
under the law depending on who their attackers are."  
 
It is unprecedented at international courts for the political motivation of a perpetrator in taking up arms to 
be accepted as a mitigating factor in reducing sentences, Human Rights Watch said. The international 
criminal tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda previously have rejected similar claims.  
 
"The Special Court has been an important force in bringing justice for horrific crimes committed in Sierra 
Leone," said Keppler. "This decision is a further step in that direction and strengthens similar decisions by 
other international criminal courts."  
 
Background  
 
The Special Court is charged with bringing to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for grave 
crimes committed since November 1996, including war crimes, crimes against humanity, other serious 
violations of international humanitarian law, and certain violations of Sierra Leonean law. Created in 2002 
through an agreement between the United Nations and the Sierra Leonean government, the Special Court 
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represents a significant new model of international justice, often referred to as a "mixed" or "hybrid" 
tribunal.  
 
Sierra Leone's Special Court has thus far tried eight individuals associated with the three warring factions 
during the conflict - Revolutionary United Front, Armed Forces Revolutionary Council (AFRC), and Civil 
Defence Forces - in Freetown. Liberia's former president Charles Taylor is being tried by the Special 
Court, for crimes allegedly committed in Sierra Leone, at the facilities of the International Criminal Court 
in The Hague. Taylor's trial was relocated from Liberia due to security concerns in the region.  
 
The only other trial in which a judgment has been handed down is in the AFRC trial. In a judgment 
affirmed on appeal, the three defendants were convicted of war crimes and crimes against humanity and 
sentenced to 45 and 50 years.  
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Radio Netherlands 
Tuesday, 27 May 2008 
 
Key ruling by Sierra Leone Tribunal  
 
By Sebastiaan Gottlieb* in Freetown 
 
Are they the good guys or the bad guys? The people of Sierra Leone are beginning to have their 
doubts about the reputation of Moinina Fofana and Allieu Kondewa, on whom the Tribunal in 
Freetown is due to pass judgement on Wednesday 28 May.  
 
They are two former fighters of the Civil Defence Force (CDF), one of the hostile parties in the country's 

long and bloody civil war. Many in Sierra Leone 
regarded these men as their liberators. Tomorrow the 
judge is due to rule on their appeal. 
 
Fofana and Kondewa were initially sentenced to six and 
eight years respectively for atrocities committed during 
the bloody civil war that ravaged Sierra Leone from 1991 
to 2001. The Tribunal's prosecutor believed the 
punishment was not harsh enough and decided to appeal 
the sentence.  
 
 

 
Serious doubts 
Dutch lawyer Michiel Pestman defended Moinina Fofana at his first trial. He has serious doubts about 
how the Sierra Leone Tribunal operates and is highly critical of the charges brought against his client. He 
regards the crimes of which Fofana is accused as far less serious than those of the other suspects who 
appeared before the tribunal.  
 
These others were rebels from two militias - the RUF and the AFRC - that were supported by Charles 
Taylor, then president of neighbouring Liberia. Michiel Pestman explains his position:   
 
"There is a lot of criticism of the tribunal's policy on prosecution. They picked three suspects from each 
group that played a role in the conflict. And I have the strong impression that their main reason for 
charging three members of the Civil Defence Force was so that they could not be accused of bias at a later 
stage. But the crimes of which my clients stand accused bear no comparison to the crimes of the other 
suspects. You really cannot put them in the same category." 
 
 War crimes 
In the view of a large section of the population, the fighters of the CDF led by Sam Hinga Norman 
defended the country against the rebels backed by Charles Taylor. Yet these "good guys" have also been 
charged with war crimes. They were found guilty of torturing the supporters of enemy militias during the 
civil war.  
 
But now, the people of Sierra Leone think differently about the two suspects, says Patrick Fotoma of the 
Tribunal's Outreach Programme, a department that works to explain the Tribunal's work to the man on the 
street: Patrick Fotoma says:  
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"I want to say that the perception has shifted from the overwhelming support that nothing should have 
happened to the CDF. I think we have made a lot of progress. Because, when we started doing Outreach, 
many people asked us, 'why are you wasting money on the special court when this money could have been 
used building roads and helping amputees and helping displaced people and building houses that were 
burned down?"  
 
He continues:  
 
"Today these are not the questions they are asking us. They are asking us 'why are you not indicting more 
people, because a lot of atrocities went on in this country?' To me this is a shift in people's perception 
about the court. Now they realise that the court has a role in building peace and in starting development. 
Without peace and without the rule of law, there can be no development so I see a shift in perception 
about the work of the special court and its mandate." 
 
 The Dutch registrar at the Sierra Leone Tribunal, Herman van Hebel, sees the forthcoming appeal 
sentence in the case against the two CDF fighters as an important symbolic ruling,he explains:  
 
"The important thing about this sentence is that whichever side of the war you were on at a certain point it 
has to be made clear that some acts are against the law. It is unacceptable that people, who fought on the 
side of good, according to some, should be less liable to punishment than others. A rape is every bit as 
illegal if it is committed in the name of a so-called "just cause". And I think that, in this respect, the 
Tribunal has focused on all parties and in particular on the people who played the greatest role within 
these parties."  
 
Tomorrow, the Sierra Leone Tribunal will deliver its verdict on the two CDF suspects. After this, the only 
remaining case to be heard in Freetown is that of the former fighters of the RUF. For security reasons, the 
trial of former Liberian president Charles Taylor is being held in The Hague.  
 
* RNW translation (dd)  
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The News (Liberia) 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
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The Monitor (Liberia) 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
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Daily Observer (Liberia) 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

28 May 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
House of Representatives Investigates President Sirleaf’s Impeachment Petition  
(New Democrat, The News, Heritage, Daily Observer, National Chronicle)  
 

• The House of Representatives has ordered its Security and Judiciary Committees to look into 
the impeachment request of aggrieved former soldiers. The former soldiers petitioned the 
House to impeach President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf for allegedly violating the Constitution by 
dissolving the AFL. The House took the decision Tuesday following a reading of the 
impeachment petition in plenary. Montserrado County Representative, Dusty Wolokollie had 
earlier called for the rejection of the petition saying it lacks basis and was unacceptable.  

• The House however said there was a need to look into the petition of the former military 
personnel.   

 
Liberia’s Finance Minister Gets Top IMF Post 
(National Chronicle, The Inquirer, New Liberia, New Vision, Heritage, The Informer, The News) 
 

• The media reports that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Tuesday announced that Finance 
Minister Antoinette Sayeh would be assuming the position of Director of the African 
Department of the International Monetary Fund (IMF) in early July this year. According to a 
release, the President believes the appointment is in recognition of the excellent progress her 
government has made in restoring Liberia's international credibility over the past two and a 
half years. President Sirleaf said heading the IMF African Department would allow Madam 
Sayeh to continue her support for Liberia’s macroeconomic reform program.   

 
Detained Journalist Speaks From Prison - Denies Allegation of Rape and Sodomy 
(The Inquirer, New Vision, Heritage) 
 

• Detained Journalist Bill Jarkloh has for the first time written from prison, denying allegations
of rape and sodomy.  Bill said in the letter the charges were brought against him in order to
destroy his professional career and his future. He appealed to his colleagues in the media to 
do him justice by trying to get his side of the story, instead of publishing what he called one-
sided story.  

• The detained journalist urged his reporters to try to reach him at the Monrovia Central Prison
or his fiancée Korpo Kortimai for his side of the story. According to him, he has noticed from 
publications both on the internet, newspapers and radio that none of his professional
colleagues tried to get his side of the story.  

 
Jury Selection in Economic Sabotage Case Gets Stringent       
(The News, The Inquirer, National Chronicle) 

 
• Prospective jurors summoned by Criminal Court ‘C’ have started leaving to avoid the rigorous 

selection process embarked upon by state and Defense lawyers. Correspondents said few of 
the aspiring jurors refused to answer when their names were called for examination to avoid 
the process. 
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• The court on Monday summoned 57 aspiring jurors for Defense and state lawyers to select 
eleven more qualified persons to serve on the panel. Last Friday, Prosecution and Defense 
lawyers exhausted the list of 27 aspiring jurors without getting a full panel of qualified petit 
jurors because most of them could not write figures and spell simple words correctly.  

• Under the new Judiciary law, a qualified juror is a Liberian who has reached the age of 21 and 
can read and understands English. 

 
Drama at Capitol as Two Female Representatives Trade Barbs 
(Heritage) 
 

• Two female Representatives, Alomiza Barh of Montserrado and Elizabeth Williams of Rivercess 
Counties on Tuesday allegedly engaged in harsh exchanges out side the House Chambers to 
the displeasure of many of their Legislative colleagues including staff of the Capitol Building.  

• According to the reports, the quarrel start after the House emerged from an Executive 
Session. Journalists on the scene said all attempts to get Representative Barh to comment on 
the quarrel proved futile but staff of the Representative’s office said the exchange was simply 
legislative discussion. For her part, Representative Elizabeth Williams told reporters that the 
quarrel was triggered by a response from Barh regarding her absence from the Female 
Legislative Caucus meeting held recently but declined to comment on the insults.   

 

Radio Summary 
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am) 
Lawmakers Probe Impeachment Petition Against President Sirleaf 
 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Vice President Boakai Stresses Regional Stability 

• Speaking when a five-member team from the Election Commission of Guinea paid him a 
courtesy call, Vice President Joseph Boakai urged Liberians and Guineans to work together to 
ensure peace and security in the sub-region.  

• Speaking earlier, the head of the Guinean delegation said Liberia had an excellent election 
and Guinea wants to learn from the experience.  

• Guinea is expected to hold Parliamentary elections at the end of this year.  
 
Finance Minister Gets Key IMF Post 

 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
AFELL Dismisses Judge Ware’s Claim 

• The Association of Female Lawyers of Liberia (AFELL) has clarified that it is not the 
prosecuting arm of government as is perceived by many.   

• In a release issued in Monrovia the group said it is a non-governmental organization 
comprising professional female lawyers who render pro-bono legal services to advance the 
cause of women and children in Liberia.  

• AFELL’s statements are in reaction to Judge William Ware’s description of the group and 
Gender Ministry as “noise makers” who are doing little to prosecute rape cases.  

 



 31

 
  

Special Court Supplement 
Appeals Judgment in the CDF Case 

Wednesday, 28 May 2008 
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