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Standard Times 
Monday, 29 October 2007 
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The News 
Monday, 29 October 2007 
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Voice of America 
Saturday, 27 October 2007 
 
Liberia's Truth and Reconciliation Commission Re-Launches Investigations 
By Kari Barber  
Dakar 

Liberia's Truth and Reconciliation Commission has again started gathering testimony about atrocities 
committed during the nation's civil wars ending in 2003 and the years leading up to the wars. The 
commission began its work in October 2006, but had to halt the probe in November because of a lack of 
funds. Kari Barber reports from Dakar that while some say they are happy the commission is back in 
operation, others say a reconciliation commission is not enough, they want a war crimes court. Journalist 
Prince  Collins in Monrovia contributed to this report. 

Dozens of Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) investigators 
have dispersed across the countryside to collect testimonies about 
abuses, murders and rapes that happened during more than two decades 
of civil conflict. 

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
looks at the logo of the Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission, 
22 June 2006 

A year after their initial launch, the TRC was able to begin work again 
after receiving funds from the United Nations Development Program and 
the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID). 

TRC Executive Director Nathaniel Kwabo says now he just hopes 
Liberians will come forward. 

"Now with the TRC process, it has given us the opportunity to really 
look the bull in the eye and tell ourselves, 'This is what we did. This is 
where we were in the wrong. Can we exercise the ghosts of the past and 
move ahead?'" he said. 

Kwabo says the purpose of the TRC is to establish the groundwork for reconciliation and to face problems that 
have plagued the war-battered nation. 

"We have always swept our problems under the rug," he added.  "This is evident by the fact that we had 14 or 
more peace agreements since the war started. That means we never grappled, we never confronted the conflict." 

Paul Solomon of Monrovia, a victim of the violence, came to give his testimony to the commission. 

"My wife was killed right in front of me by those rebels, criminals," he said. 

Solomon says the men who killed his wife still walk the streets free. 

"I feel so bad and hurt, it pains me a lot to see them passing around," he added. 

He says although giving his testimony helps, he wants the men who killed his wife to be punished. 

"I hope justice can take its course and I will be happy, satisfied that those criminals who killed my wife - my 
beloved wife - will be brought to justice," he said. 

Chairman for the Forum for the Establishment of a War Crimes Tribunal Mulbah Morlue says a truth 
commission does not go far enough to bring justice to the victims. The commission is not a court and is not 
designed to judge those who have committed crimes. 
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He says those guilty of war crimes and human rights abuses should face trial. 

"The TRC cannot put in place a deterrence measure that will avert the occurrence of war," he explained.  "We 
are not only talking about crimes that were committed in the last several years of decadence, but we are 
concerned about putting an end to the impunity so that we can live in perpetual peace and a stabilized 
democratic environment." 

The TRC, styled after a similar commission in South Africa, was part of a 2003 peace agreement. After 
gathering testimonies, the next step for the commission will be to hold public hearings to allow people to talk 
about what they have done and what they have suffered. 

Former Liberia President Charles Taylor is on trial for war crimes in The Hague. Taylor is accused of 
masterminding and funding Liberia and neighboring Sierra Leone's intertwined civil wars through the use of 
conflict diamonds. 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 26 October 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Liberian President Pushes for Multi-Lateral Debt Relief 
 
PRESS RELEASE -  Washington, D.C., October 25, 2007 - Liberian President Ellen Johnson 
Sirleaf told the Voice of America (VOA) yesterday that President Bush is committed to 
cancelling Liberia's debt. In an exclusive interview, the African leader said, "The debt we're 
really fighting with now is the multi-lateral debt, particularly the debt with the IMF." She 
continued, "Treasury Secretary (Henry) Paulson of the U.S. has been very firm in reiterating 
the fact that President Bush's commitment to resolve this debt problem is firm, it's 
unwavering, and that it may take a little bit longer than we anticipated, but it will get done." 
President Sirleaf recounted that President Bush told her in their meeting yesterday that he 
would like Liberia to qualify for the Millennium Challenge Account. She observed that Liberia 
has already met seven of the 19 threshold indicators, which include measures of ruling 
justly, investing in people, and encouraging economic freedom. In the interview broadcast 
on radio today, President Sirleaf reiterated her support for the U.S. military command known 
as AFRICOM, a position criticized by many other African leaders. "I think it has several 
advantages for the training of our troops to prepare us for interventions, since we must take 
primary responsibility for that," Sirleaf said. 

International Clips on West Africa 

Bangladesh police team to join peacekeeping mission in Cote 
d'Ivoire  

DHAKA, Oct 26, 2007 (Xinhua via COMTEX) -- A 90-member police team leaves here by a 
United Nations chartered flight late Friday night to join the U.N. peacekeeping mission in 
Cote d'Ivoire. The latest team is part of the 249-member contingent of Bangladesh Police, 
private news agency UNB reported Friday. Earlier, 159 members of Bangladesh Police have 
joined the Cote d'Ivoire mission.  

Sierra Leone youths loot Lebanese stores over rape  

FREETOWN, Oct 25 (Reuters) - Youths went on the rampage in Sierra Leone's capital 
Freetown on Thursday, attacking and looting Lebanese-owned shops after reports a 
Lebanese man had raped and killed a local woman. Police fired tear gas to disperse crowds 
of young men who broke into shops in the impoverished and densely populated east end of 
Freetown, walking out with mobile phones, generators, TVs and radios, a Reuters reporter 
said. The violence followed reports that a man of Lebanese origin in the diamond-trading 
town of Kenema raped a local woman who later died in hospital.  

Local Media – Newspaper      

Reporters Without Borders Unhappy with Chief Justice Lewis 
(Daily Observer, Public Agenda and The Monitor) 
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• In a letter to the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Liberia, His Honor Johnnie N. 
Lewis, an international media group, Reporters Without Borders viewed as a threat 
and an abuse of authority the Chief Justice’s warning that he would imprison for 30 
days any journalist who misspells his name, gives him inappropriate titles and pastes 
his photos to stories that have nothing to do with him. He thought this last resort was 
necessary to end the continuous violations of the freedom of speech on the part of 
Liberian journalists. The group suggested the need for Justice Lewis to stop buying 
newspapers that bother him instead of threatening journalists in the Country. 

 
Government Demolishes Makeshift Structures for Major Road Works 
(National Chronicle, New Democrat, The Analyst, The Inquirer and The News) 

• Correspondents said that the Ministry of Public Works yesterday commenced the 
demolition of makeshift structures along the Somalia Drive beginning with the 
Freeport of Monrovia area, for a major road reconstruction including the building of 
side walks and drainage channels.  

• Also, according to The Analyst newspaper, the Liberia National Police has issued its 
final warning to residents along the Roberts International Airport highway to 
voluntarily demolish their structures as of tomorrow, Saturday for a similar major 
road reconstruction which is expected to commence on the highway soon.   

 
Liberia and France Sign Agreements for Budgetary Support 
(The Informer and The News) 

• A release issued in Monrovia yesterday said that Deputy Finance Minister Tarnue 
Marwolo and French Ambassador Jacques Gerard have signed two conventions under 
which France will grant Liberia 1.2 million Euros amounting to US$1.7 million, to 
support the fiscal budget of Liberia. 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)  

 
International Media Group Differs with Chief Justice Lewis 

 (Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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United Nations 
Thursday, 25 October 2007 
 
Promoting the rule of law central to UN’s mission, says Migiro 
 
25 October 2007 – Advancing the rule of law at both the national and international levels is at the 
very heart of the United Nations’ mission, Deputy Secretary-General Asha-Rose Migiro said 
today, appealing to Member States to support the world body’s efforts in that regard. 
 
“The principle that everyone – from the individual right up to the State itself – is accountable to 
laws that are publicly promulgated, equally enforced and independently adjudicated, is a driving 
force behind much of the UN’s work,” Ms. Migiro told delegates in the General Assembly’s legal 
group, also known as the Sixth Committee. 
 
Respect by States for the rule of international law is crucial to the maintenance of international 
peace and security, to the peaceful settlement of disputes, to the promotion and protection of 
human rights, and to sustainable development and prosperity, she said. 
 
This is equally true at the national level, she added, noting that respect for the rule of law is 
fundamental to achieving a durable peace in the aftermath of conflict, to the effective protection 
of human rights, and to sustained economic progress and development. 
 
She pointed to the large number of rule of law activities carried out by the UN system, as well as 
by non-UN actors, both governmental and non-governmental. 
 
“This is a crowded field where a lack of strategic planning and coordination has to date produced 
duplication and a less than optimal use of scarce financial resources,” she said, stressing the need 
to strategically plan rule of law activities in partnership with recipient States and coordinate their 
execution among all actors. 
 
It was to achieve coordination, and in response to calls made at the 2005 World Summit, that 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon established a Rule of Law Coordination and Resource Group, 
which Ms. Migiro chairs and is supported by a small substantive Rule of Law Assistance Unit. 
 
Since the full range of rule of law issues can only be addressed collectively by the UN system, 
and not by any individual department or agency, the role of a central unit is essential to ensure 
that the UN assists Member States in the most coordinated and efficient manner possible, she 
said. 
 
The Unit, which is functioning on an interim basis, has started working with the various 
departments and agencies to develop a joint UN system work plan to reduce overlap and 
duplication, and is also working on developing UN system-wide guidance and best practices. It 
has also begun to develop partnerships with non-UN rule of law actors, both governmental and 
non-governmental, to maximize resources.
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United Nations 
Friday, 19 October 2007 
 
International Criminal Court signs protocol deal with Central African Republic 
   
19 October 2007 – The International Criminal Court (ICC) has entered a protocol agreement with 
the Central African Republic (CAR) setting out the cooperation and protection that the 
Government will provide to court officials investigating whether war crimes have taken place in 
the impoverished country since 2002. 
 
Bruno Cathala, the ICC registrar, signed the agreement with the CAR Justice Minister Thierry 
Maleyombo during a meeting yesterday in the capital, Bangui, according to a press statement 
released by the Court. Prime Minister Elie Doté was also present. 
 
The agreement covers the conditions of operations for ICC teams – including investigators, 
security officials and witness protection officials – while they are working in the CAR and 
coincides with the opening of an ICC field office in Bangui. 
 
Earlier this year the Government referred the issue of possible war crimes to the ICC, saying the 
national justice system was not capable of carrying out the complex investigations and 
proceedings necessary to launch prosecutions. 
 
In May ICC Prosecutor Luis Moreno-Ocampo announced his office would investigate, as it 
believed that “grave crimes falling within the jurisdiction of the Court were committed,” 
particularly rape, during 2002 and 2003. 
 
When the violence peaked in those two years during an armed conflict between the Government 
and rebel forces, civilians were killed and raped and homes and stores were looted, the ICC said, 
citing a preliminary analysis. The conflict was characterized by widespread use of rape, and the 
investigation marks the first time the Prosecutor is examining a situation where allegations of 
sexual crimes far outnumber alleged killings. Mr. Moreno-Ocampo said he would also monitor 
the current situation in the CAR to determine whether more recent events warrant further 
investigation. 


