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No definite date for

UNAMSIL’s withdrawal

“The pending
withdrawal - of
UNAMSIL has no
definite date as this is
still to be resolved by the
United Nations Security
Council.” This statement
was made on Tuesday by

the Special
Representative of the
United Nations

“on “UNAMSIL-

Secretary General
(SRSG) for Sierra Leone-
Ambassador Daudi N.

Mwakawago during a

one-day Media seminar
the
ADW Process: Preparing
for: Transition™ held at
UNAMSIL Headquarters
at  Mammy Yoko.
Reacting to concerns

raised about UNAMSIL's
withdrawal and who will
then have to secure places
like the Special Court after
June 2005, the SRSG
clarified the issue by
stating that until the United
Nations Security Council
adopts a resolution on the

actual date of withdrawal,
Contd. Page 2
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No definite date fm' UNAMSIL’S withdrawal

From Front Page
“all.we have now are
ideas™. He expldined that
the last resolution 1562

extended the mandate of

the peacekeeping body in
Sierra Leone to June.
“What obtains now is
that the drawdown is still
on as scheduled and the
qucstéon of who should
nd wiil guard the
ecial Court will be
cided by the Secunty
a’”our\ il’s resolutlon on
UNAMSIL.” Earlier while
opening the seminar on
CUNAMSIL's Adjustment

— -~ -

Drawdown and
Withdrawal (ADW)
process and its implication
on the socio-political hife
of the people of Sierra
Leone. the SRSG noted that
“the ADW programme has
been designed in such a
way that its execution
would not leave any
security vacuum in the
country.” He also said that
the progress in building

up the capacity of the
Sierra Leone: becuntw

Forces constitutes one of

the critical benchmarks
that would determine the
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pace of the drawdown
process.  He aldo
explained that "against the
backdrop of anxiety and
groWing CONCEMSs among
the people of Sierra Leone

regarding the hard-camed |
peace and security vis-a-
vis Government’s ability
and capability to
guarantee same afier the
completion _of the
Mission. UNAMSIL:
considers it imperative
to assure-thé people that -
the country's Securiftyt
Forces will give a good
account ot themselves.”



UN missions in west Africa pledge cooperation, eye
tensions in Ivory Coast

DAKAR, Dec 1 (AFP) - Force commanders from neighboring west African missions
in Ivory Coast, Liberia and Sierra Leone pledged Wednesday to prevent weapons and
fighters from crossing porous borders, while keeping wary eyes on mounting
tensions in Ivory Coast.

"In Liberia we have officially finished our disarmament campaign and it is my belief
that the weapons in the country before the war are now destroyed by us or are in
the process of being destroyed," Kenyan General Daniel Opande, military chief of the
UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL), told reporters.

"We can say with certainty that if there are weapons in Liberia going into Ivory Coast
they are very few. If there are weapons hidden... we will continue to monitor to
make it more difficult for weapons to enter Ivory Coast."

The neighbors are at different stages in emerging from crisis: Sierra Leone, drawing
down from a five-year UN mission that at its peak involved 17,000 peacekeepers, is
three years out from the end of its decade of civil war and is "mostly secure and
stable," said force commander General Sajjad Akram of Pakistan.

Liberia, where 15,000 troops are helping to ensure a lasting peace after back-to-
back civil wars since 1989, is "stabilizing" said Opande, after a disarmament
campaign that enrolled some 90,000 members of three warring factions and
collected more than five million rounds of ammunition.

In Ivory Coast, where a low-level civil war begun in 2002 continues to divide the
country between rebel-north and government-south, the situation is more tenuous.

Government planes in early November bombarded rebel positions, in violation of an
18-month ceasefire, killing nine French troops and a US aid worker in the central
town of Bouake in a raid on a French military base.

France's aggressive response, wiping out the air force and seizing the airport in
Abidjan, unleashed a torrent of anti-foreigner violence that sent tens of thousands of
Ivorians flooding into Liberia and prompted the exodus of some 8,000 French and an
estimated 1,000 other foreign nationals.

The United Nations has since slapped an arms embargo on Ivory Coast and has
threatened to impose targeted sanctions including a travel ban and the freezing of
assets on December 15 should there be no progress towards peace.

Senegalese General Abdoulaye Fall, the force commander for the UN Operation in
Ivory Coast, said responsibility for peace and stability in the former regional
powerhouse was in the hands of the politicians, not the military.

"We are waiting for the evaluation of the international community to see whether the
appropriate measures have been taken," he said.
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9 German Entrepreneurs to Visit Salone

Concord Times (Freetown)

NEWS

December 2, 2004

Posted to the web December 2, 2004

By Ibrahim Seibureh
Freetown

Karl Prinz, Head of German Division 303 in charge of West and Central Africa, has revealed that a team of
nine German entrepreneurs would be part of the entourage of German President Horst Kohler, expected to
arrive in the country next Monday for a four-day visit.

He says the delegation would meet Vice President Solomon Berewa to discuss the current economic
situation of the country and to find possible areas of investment.

"President Kohler's visit is part of the German government's recognition of Sierra Leone's achieved peace
after a long and cruel war, which is at the same time a great success story of international peacekeeping," he
stated, adding that the establishment of the Special Court ensures that nobody could rely on impunity for

crimes against humanity.

Karl Prinz says President Kohler's visit would go a long way to redeem the image of the country abroad.

The German president is also expected to visit the countryside during his four-day stay in the country.

Copyright © 2004 Concord Times. All rights reserved. Distributed
by AllAfrica Global Media (allAfrica.com).

http://allafrica.com/ stories/printable/200412020754 Jhtml 12/3/2004



By Abu Bakarr Joe Sesay

We (aké great exception (o a front page
story in alocal tabloid this week, accusing
Northerners of starting the decade-long
war, quoting a Special Court witness.

hon unfortunate and very

We consider that asser-

unhealthy for our posi-
war reconciliation and
deveiopment efforts. In
our view, such pro-
nouncements wiil only
succeed in opening up old
wounds and fan the

Nﬂl

{lames of hatred al a
very crnitical moment in
our pohtical history,

We will be mistaking if
we siart apportioning
blames for a war that
shaltered alniost every

X e
nation. Once we at-

family, killed every irile’  1empt to get lo the but-
and devastated all cui-

tom of what actuatily ig-
ners of our beleague:.d
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nited the war, we will suddenlv reahse rhat we ar. ol lmltv althougha chque of

political elites do take the lion share.
The problem started when our leaders then lost tocus and dracged the country

into abyss. Plundering of state resources, social injustice. blatant Hxsrecqra'ﬁ |
fundamental human rights nct excluding brutal suppression of demonstrations in{

which many souls perished are among the factors that sparked the war

By then, our political elites comprised people from all tribes, all regions, all walks
of life in Sierra Leone. They were all Sierra Leoneans who saw nothing wrong
In institutionalising corruption, subjecting their computriots to degradation, physi-
cal and mental torture and injustice of alarming » »portions,

When these political mistakes abandoned previuus « ommitment to participatory |

democracy and created an environment of bad g.. ernance, what did we do?

When they instituted a highly centralised, inetticient, and corrupt bureaucracy}

system of government, marginalizing the people and rebbing them of their fun-
damental human rights, what did we do?

When students demonstrations for radical socio/economic reforms were bru-
tally suppressed resulting In the gruesome killing of a number of students, what
came out of 1t? .

Of course a critical reflection on the above wil! make people begin to think
otherwise. Except those who directly and immciieiv benefited from the rotten

svstem, everybody else was fed up and desper.io!v needed positive change.

So where do the northerners alone stand to v inlamed? What makes them
guilty? Since oir society is not polarized, we all. therefore, share the blame for
anythine * 1t wrong in our darkest political days.

[t 1s - we put the war behind us and work towards achievinz a new

political reality.
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Former Gesman Ambassa-
dor to Sierra LcOnc and
Head of Division, West and
Central Africa, Karl Prinz
past Wednesddy inforimed
modia practitioners at the
German Embassy in

German presideat,  Dr.

Horst Kohler's fonr-day
Jrisit 10 Siema Leone, 6° -

Freetown that during the

9 December 2004, the

Gérman Head of State
would meet with his host,
Dr. Ahmad Tejan Kabbah
and will also visit the
Speaker and Members of
Parliament at their tem-
porary location at the
Bank " of Sierra Leone
Compiex, Kingtom.

He further stated that

PRESIDENT’S VISIT

Membcrs of Parliament
would be opportuned to
discuss bilateral relations
beneflicial to both countries
with members of the high-
powered German detega-
tion, most of whom are
parliamentarians and as-
firte politicians both m' the
ruling and opposition par-
ties in the German

Bundéstag.
Kard Prinz. further disclosed
that during Dr. Horst

Kohler's visit he would
meet with the Special Rep-
tesentative of the U.N.
Secretary General, Daudi
Mwakawango. attend a

banquet and that the visits: .

ing German president
would he decoraled as a
Freeman of the Freetown
municipality:

Cont. back page
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FROM PAGE 1

zarl Prinz went on. “PDr.
Jorst Kohler will also visit
he Special Court for Si-
.rra Leone, meet with the
nicro financing system
Finance Salome”, mecet
with Commissioncrs of the

Truth and Reconciliation
Crnammss son_ “visit the Pa-
kistan battalion of

UNAMSIL in Kenema.
visit the German mechami-
cal team of UNAMSIL at
‘Hastings and a vocational
training centre at Water-
loo. supported by GTZ
among others.”
Furthermore. a special
programme has also been
tined up for the visiting
German president’s wife
and a Member of the Ger-
man Bundestag. Mrs. Eva-
Luise Kohler who is ex-
pected to visit the follow-
ing places: - a refugeg
 camp in Gondama, includ-
ing a special project of Ger-
iman Agro Action in the
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camp. the Leprosy and
Tuberculosis Hospital at
Lakka, project for street
children in the centre of
Frectown, a project for

sexually abused girls in

Cataba Town, 3 pre-school
- project 6f Caritas Interna-
tional. a German charity
organisation. and a tran-
ing programme of Forum
For African Women Edu-
cationalist (FAWE) at
Grafiton.
The German bysiness del-
egation on the other hand
will pay a courtesy cafl on
the Minister of Public
works and Housing. the
Minister of Energy and
Power, kimberlite diamond.
mining in Koidu. Eastern
Sierra Leone, an €conomic
forum under the chair-

manship of the Vice Pgesi- ropean
Solomon iti

dent, Hon.
Berewa, working luncheon

hosted by the Sierra Leone -in 1961.

BASSADOR

tion also comprises of the

Chamber of Commerce, In-
dustry and Agriculture and
the Sierra Leone Indigenous
Business Association.
The high-powered delega-

State Mims "mmrﬁm-
istry of Foreign Affairs, Ms.
Kerstin Muller who is also

an M:P. four students who

guests from the German
business sectof, sevenicen

media practitioners and two}
Members of Parliament, D

Lippoid and Mr. Heinsich.

Other members of the Ger-
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Mresidential Spokesman, Keitoh
Nanji Day any Tha sday confirmed 1o
Concord Times hat the issie b
preseited to the (N General
Assemlly, Seeurity Coungi and
leonomic and Social ¢Couneit ' the
Unrted Nations |
{ie

Or considerntion
SAYS guvernment s SURHITIG
working on white paper o the | 144
Report ihat woudd formally he
presented o the (niey Nations for
adehtionaf consuderation,

I'ns revelation Wis made
President Kabbaly's et
Libya and other noth -
as

Aller

il asit (o

< states
Pt of the existing South-Souh
Cooperation

e President was b e angcny]

a5 heen

Siera {eone and the
asecond ferry expeet
his month 1o 2ase |
betwean Frectown
But Daramy did nog

aboul new Libyan iy

CSlMents in

prospect uf
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With a galaxy of first divi-
sion players on its payroll
eaming Le250,000 monthly
each. Sierra Construction
System (SCS) play 2
friendly match on Sunday
against a select Special
Court side of local staff. The
match will takes place atthe
St Edwards Field, Kingtom.

Nasbie Nasser, the pivot

behind SCS has spear-
headed the team to winning

10 awards previously 7

‘successive Aberdeen gala
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