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Liberia's Taylor appears in court  
 
Liberia's former President Charles Taylor has appeared at his war 
crimes trial in The Hague for the first time.  

Wearing a blue suit and a yellow tie, Mr Taylor, 59, turned up after the 
judge had explained why his trial would again be delayed - until 20 
August.  

The delay is to appoint a defence team after Mr Taylor sacked his 
lawyer. He has boycotted previous hearings.  

He denies charges of backing rebels in Sierra Leone in an 11-year 
campaign that killed thousand of civilians.  

This is the first war crimes trial against a former African head of state.  

Mr Taylor has said the trial, which began last month, would not be fair.  

'Disorganisation'  

He turned up 20 minutes after the hearing started, reportedly due to problems with transport from 
the prison where he is being held.  

He was asked to enter a plea to a reworded charge of sexual slavery 
and rape.  

"I plead not guilty, your honour," Mr Taylor replied.  

BBC World Affairs correspondent Mark Doyle says his unexpected 
appearance may indicate that his complaints have been addressed.  

Before his arrival, presiding judge Julia Sebutinde had told the court 
that unless the defence team was given adequate time to prepare, it 
"would be a violation of Mr Taylor's fair trial rights in so far as counsel 
would not be able to effectively cross examine witnesses or challenge 
witnesses".  

The prosecution has accused Mr Taylor of manipulating the court, but 
one of the judges conceded in public that mistakes had been made, 
including the placing of a surveillance camera in the room where Mr 
Taylor spoke to his lawyers.  

The judge also admitted there had been "some kind of disorganisation" among court officials.  

One of the main problems has been money.  

Mr Taylor says he has none, so the court is paying for his defence.  

But - through his lawyers - the former Liberian leader has argued that he should have a legal team 
appointed for him that is equal to the powerful international group of advocates working for the 
prosecution.  

'Blood diamonds'  

Charles Taylor has said the trial would 
not be fair 

 

CHARLES TAYLOR CHARGES  
Acts of terrorism (WC) 
Murder (CAH) 
Violence to life, in particular 
murder (WC) 
Rape (CAH) 
Sexual slavery and violence (CAH)
Outrages upon personal dignity 
(WC) 
Violence to life, in particular cruel 
treatment (WC) 
Other inhumane acts (CAH) 
Use of child soldiers (VHL) 
Enslavement (CAH) 
Pillage (WC) 
 
CAH: Crime against humanity  
WC: War crime  
VIHL: Violation of international 
humanitarian law 

BBC Online 
Tuesday, 3 July 2007 
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Mr Taylor has been indicted on 11 charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity and violations of 
international humanitarian law over his alleged role in the brutal civil war in Sierra Leone.  

The charges include terrorising the civilian population, murder, sexual violence, physical violence, 
using child soldiers, enslavement and looting.  

Mr Taylor pleaded not guilty to all the charges when he appeared in 
court in Freetown, Sierra Leone, in March 2006.  

The trial was moved to The Hague because of fears it could lead to 
renewed tensions within Sierra Leone and Liberia.  

The Special Court for Sierra Leone has been approved by both the UN 
and the government of Sierra Leone.  

Mr Taylor is accused of backing the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) 
rebels in Sierra Leone - giving them guns, training and money in 
exchange for diamonds from the areas they controlled.  

The RUF became notorious for hacking off the hands and legs of 
civilians during their decade-long war.  

Mr Taylor lost power in 2003 after rival militias rose up and forced him 
into exile in Nigeria.  

He was deported by Nigeria last year in controversial circumstances 
and flown to The Hague to await his trial.  

 

TAYLOR TIMELINE  

1989: Launches rebellion 
1991: RUF rebellion starts in Sierra
Leone 
1995: Peace deal signed 
1997: Elected president 
1999: Liberia's Lurd rebels start 
insurrection to oust Taylor 
June 2003: Arrest warrant issued 
August 2003: Steps down, goes 
into exile in Nigeria 
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Reuters 
Tuesday, 3 July 2007 
 
Liberia's Taylor appears in court after boycott 
 
By Alexandra Hudson 
 
THE HAGUE, July 3 (Reuters) - Former Liberian President Charles Taylor made a surprise 
appearance at the U.N. Special Court on Tuesday after having so far boycotted his trial on charges 
of orchestrating atrocities in Sierra Leone. 

Taylor, who is charged with instigating murder, mutilation, and the recruitment of child soldiers 
in a quest for the country's diamonds, had argued he had inadequate funds to mount a proper 
defence and had on two occasions refused to show up to court, delaying proceedings. 

However, after judges ordered that Taylor be assigned a new defence team and postponed the trial 
until Aug. 20 to allow them time to prepare, Taylor walked in late to the procedural hearing in 
which judges outlined their ruling. 

He looked calm wearing a smart dark suit and pale tie. A representative said security measures by 
the traffic police had caused his delay. 

He spoke only to re-enter a not guilty plea to the count of sexual slavery, which had been slightly 
reworded in an amended indictment. 

"I think he has got the message that he cannot gain anything by absenting himself and that he 
gains from being present," said Prosecutor Stephen Rapp by telephone from Sierra Leone. 

Taylor had earlier pleaded not guilty to 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, 
related to the 1991-2002 civil war, which killed an estimated 50,000 people. 

Taylor sacked his lawyer as his trial opened, initially saying he wanted to defend himself, 
although he has since changed his mind and is demanding a top calibre lawyer. 

Prosecutors hope the trial will send a signal that international justice can operate efficiently and 
fairly as well as target the world's most powerful individuals. But some observers fear Taylor is 
intent on upstaging proceedings. 

The trial proper will continue in August with witness testimony. 

The Special Court was set up jointly by the country's government and the United Nations in 2002 
to try those deemed most responsible for human rights violations. 

Taylor's trial is being held in The Hague because of fears it could spur instability if held in 
Freetown, Sierra Leone.  
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Associated Press 
Tuesday, 3 July 2007 
 
Charles Taylor attends hearing in war crimes trial 
 
THE HAGUE, Netherlands: Former Liberian president Charles Taylor appeared in court Tuesday 
for the first time since the start of his trial for atrocities committed during Sierra Leone's bloody 
10-year civil war. 

Taylor did not explain his decision to attend the procedural hearing after earlier boycotting the 
trial. He was 20 minutes late Tuesday, and the only time he spoke was to plead not guilty to a 
slightly amended charge of sexual slavery, a crime against humanity, covering the abduction, rape 
and use as sex slaves of an unknown number of women and girls. 

Taylor has pleaded not guilty to 11 charges linked to accusation he controlled and armed rebels 
who murdered, raped, mutilated and enslaved civilians during Sierra Leone's civil war, which 
ended in 2002. 

The trial started with a one-day hearing June 4 and sat for a second day later that month. Taylor 
boycotted both sittings after firing his court-funded attorney and complaining he was not getting a 
fair trial. 

Presiding Judge Julia Sebutinde of Uganda adjourned the case after Taylor entered his plea 
Tuesday and Taylor returned to his cell in a special wing of a Hague jail. 

Today in Europe 

The first prosecution witnesses had been due to be heard Tuesday, but prosecutors and a court 
official responsible for ensuring Taylor gets a fair trial filed a motion last week asking for the 
witness testimony to be delayed until August to give Taylor's new defense team — which has not 
yet been appointed — time to prepare. 

Explaining the decision to grant the postponement, Sebutinde on Tuesday blamed officials in the 
court's registry for not appointing new defense attorneys in time for the trial to start and said 
Taylor "should not be penalized for the laxity of the registry." 

She said that ordering an interim lawyer to defend Taylor for a week of hearings that had been 
scheduled to begin Tuesday "would indeed amount to a violation of Mr. Taylor's fair trial rights." 

Taylor announced he had fired his attorney in a letter to the three-judge panel on the first day of 
hearings and demanded a more senior trial attorney, arguing that prosecutors had far more 
lawyers on their team. 

Prosecutor Stephen Rapp dismissed Taylor's concerns as administrative issues "blown out of 
proportion in order to create a reason for what we view as obstructive conduct in this case." 

Rapp added that Taylor was getting more money for his defense — up to US$2 million (€1.5 
million) for the trial — than any other suspect charged by the court. 

Prosecutors say they will call dozens of witnesses who will directly link Taylor to Sierra Leone 
rebels. 
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They claim the Liberian leader shipped rebels arms, ammunition and supplies such as alcohol 
and drugs used to desensitize children forced to fight. In return he got diamonds, often mined by 
slave laborers. 

Although Taylor also is suspected of similar atrocities in his native Liberia, that country has not 
set up a war crimes court, opting instead for a truth and reconciliation commission. 

Taylor is being tried by a U.N.-backed Sierra Leonean court. His trial is being staged in The 
Hague for fear it could trigger fresh unrest in Sierra Leone's capital, Freetown, where the Sierra 
Leone court is based. 
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Charlestaylortrial.Org 
July 3, 2007 
 
Taylor Appears in Court, Trial Formally Postponed Until August 20 
 
The Hague 
“I’ve Been Informed the Accused is Here” 
 
Following a joint filing by the Principal Defender’s Office and the Prosecution last week to delay 
the trial, the Court held a short hearing today to explain its reasons for postponing the proceedings 
until August 20, 2007 and to address various procedural and scheduling matters.  In a surprise 
development, Taylor’s Duty Counsel Charles Jalloh opened the hearing by noting that Taylor 
would be attending but was delayed, and some 20 minutes later Judge Presiding Judge Sebutinde 
paused the proceedings to note “I’ve been informed the accused is here.” Taylor entered the 
courtroom in a dark blue suit with bright yellow tie, nodded to the judges and sat, flanked by two 
uniformed guards.  After being informed that the delay was due to the fact that the route from 
Taylor’s detention facilities had to be adjusted for security reasons, Judge Sebutinde stated that 
“the reason is noted but it is not satisfactory.” 
 
Trial Postponed Until August 20 
Initially, the Court reiterated its order to the Registry to assemble a defense team by July 31 to 
include one lead counsel, two co-counsel, and one senior investigator. 
The Court then provided several reasons for its postponement of the trial. First, it concluded that, 
“after careful reflection,” good cause had been shown by both the Principal Defender’s Office and 
the Prosecution to justify a delay. To compel Duty Counsel to represent Taylor at trial for one 
week (July 3 - July 11 under its June 25 order) would in the Court’s words amount to a violation 
of Taylor’s fair trial rights as Jalloh would be unable to conduct effective cross examination or 
challenge the Prosecution’s evidence. Judge Sebutinde again noted the Registry’s failure to 
address issues related to representation that were raised as early as March 2007 and stated that 
Taylor “should not be penalized for the laxity of the Registry.” While the Court “generally frowns 
on delay,” it was mindful of its overriding obligation to conduct a fair trial and therefore granted 
the joint motion to postpone the presentation of the Prosecution’s case. 
 
Other Issues Addressed by the Court 
The Court also addressed the Principal Defender’s application for suspension of time limits for its 
pleadings and pending motions in light of the reconstitution of the trial team. Finding this request 
reasonable, the Court agreed to extend (rather than to suspend) time limits for each pleading and 
motion until the issues surrounding representation are resolved.  In addition, the Court provided a 
revised schedule of times that it would sit and indicated when filings would be permitted in light 
of ICC and Special Court holidays. 
  
Amended Indictment 
Taylor’s delayed entrance caused a break in the proceedings for 20 minutes while he consulted 
with Jalloh to discuss his plea to the amended indictment.  There were two amendments at 
issue.  Amendments to Count 11 involved only minor changes to the particulars, and the Court 
determined this would not affect Taylor’s plea as it did not contain a new charge. Count 5 “sexual 
slavery and any other form of sexual violence,” a crime against humanity, was amended to 
remove the reference to “any other form of sexual violence” (which the Prosecution previously 
had indicated in a May pre-trial conference would be done to avoid issues of duplicity) and 
therefore required a new plea from Taylor.  He rose and stated in a low tone: “I plead not guilty 
your honor.” 
 
The Court then adjourned proceedings until Monday, August 20. 

http://charlestaylortrial.org/2007/07/03/taylor-appears-in-court-trial-formally-postponed-until-august-20/
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Liberian Times 
Monday, 2 July 2007 
 
Liberia: Taylor's former Generals express fear of witch-hunting 
 
by Michael Kpayili / Staff Writer  

As the trial of former President Charles Taylor gears up, more 
evident is needed a sufficient grounds to prosecute the former 
Liberian Leader but ex-fighters and former Generals of Mr. Taylor 
army have expressed fears over what is considered as witch-hunting. 
Former President Taylor is indicted by the United Nations backed 
special court for Sierra Leone for allegedly supporting crime against 
humanity and the peace loving people of Sierra Leone. 
 
Some former generals like Isaac Samba, Moses Dokey, Darry 
Dossen, Mathew Gonpu who served as liaison officers, body guards 
and major actors assigned to Sam Bockarie alias ‘Mosquito’ by Mr. 
Taylor are afraid to return home and testify before the court a
on grounds that they are going to be chased and slaughter by 
Taylor’s blind loyalists. The safety of these generals has to be 
guaranteed by the special court if these guys (ex-fighters) were given 
signals to testify today.  
 
Speaking to a local news agency via phone, Mr. Darry Dossen, a 
former general of Taylor currently based in the UK said that he 
wants to return and testify before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) to apologize to 
the Liberian people for crime he committed on orders from Mr. Taylor against Humanity but fears 
the witch hunting of his (Taylor) surrogates who roam the ghettos in Monrovia. 
 
Today, as the rail proceeds, a group of gangsters masquerading as armed robbers and thieves, 
under the nomenclatures ”ISSAKABA” are seeking to eliminate all those who were closely 
associated with Mr. Taylor in committing the crime and who are willing to testify against him. 
This act has been seen by local residents as an attempt to distort and prevent the plain truth from 
coming out against Mr. Taylor thereby prolonging te trail which could presumably leads to his 
acquittal. 
 
Meanwhile, the special court in its attempt to administer justice is seeking information useful to 
the prosecution of perpetrators in the sub-region. Some of the information will come directly 
through testimonies of those who were major participants and playing pivotal role during the 
uprising. It is the responsibility of the court to provide security for these guys or else we may not 
get to know the actual account of the entire saga. 
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The Inquirer (Monrovia)  
Monday, 2 July 2007 

Taylor's Defense Writes African Leaders  

The Association for the Legal Defense of former Liberian President, Charles Taylor, has written 
African Heads of State at their Ninth Ordinary Session of Assembly of the African Union 
currently convening in Accra, Ghana.  

The Taylor's Defense Team said their letter is intended to bring to African Leaders' attention the 
plight of their former colleague, President Charles Ghankay Taylor who is currently facing court 
trial in The Hague for his alleged involvement in the Sierra Leonean crisis.  

Their letter signed by Mr. John T. Richardson, Executive Director of the Association for the 
Legal Defense of former President Taylor said, " your Excellencies; I have the honor once again 
to bring to your attention the plight of your friend, brother and former colleague President Charles 
Ghankay Taylor, former President of Africa's oldest independent Republic, Liberia."  

The Letter noted that former President Taylor, at the very least, should be accorded the minimum 
guarantee of international law and the right to defend himself before an open and transparent 
tribunal against the charges levied against him.  

"Yet, former President Taylor, on the basis of secret allegations, has been charged, transferred to 
the Hague, held in near isolation from his family, and is now banned from talking to anyone but 
his immediate family, " the letter said.  

The Taylor defense group further stated that the backers of the tribunal trying the former Liberian 
Leader have designed the 'Taylor's Trial' as one to "Teach A Lesson To Other African Leaders."  

"That such lessons are thought required, is in itself troublesome, but should not the tribunal then 
be held to a standard which is unimpeachable, and represents the highest standards of 
international law?" the little question.  

"Sadly, your excellencies, as we have all witnessed, the Special Court has fallen extremely short 
by any yardstick. The start of this trial has fallen far short of minimal standards of any form of 
justice and even as we communicate this issue, President Taylor continues to languish under 
conditions of detention, unique in that they are harsher and inferior to any and all acceptable 
international standards, even those of other indictees of the Special Court of Sierra Leone and for 
that matter detainees of the International Criminal Court facilities at the Hague.  

The group said even administrative officers of the court have expressed their dismay at the 
treatment being meted out to former President Taylor.  

The letter further said, "we join the Taylor's family to strongly appeal to you our leaders, to whom 
this example is being set that failure to act or comment against such injustice is in fact to 
acquiesce and condone it and further lend credence to the Western perception that Africans and 
their leaders do not know justice, hence must be taught".  

" We call desperately upon the leadership of Africa now collectively assembled in Ghana, the 
historic country of the great Pan-Africanist Dr. Kwame Nkrumah to urgently address the issue of 
the legal rights of former President Taylor," the group maintained.  
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"We wish to strongly advocate for the allocation of resources such as has been mobilized for 
his persecution and the appointment of an observer mission by the African Union to begin 
addressing the negative imbalance and opinion of us as a people," the letter noted.  

"Your Excellencies, it is our strong conviction that the role of the African Union in the 
establishment of a robust defense of a colleague will go a long way in setting an example that we 
too in Africa adhere to and comprehend the principles of free and fair Justice for all," the letter 
concluded.  

The Taylor Defense Team's letter to African Leaders comes at a time that African Leaders are 
busy discussing the unification of the African Continent in the Ghanaian Capital, Accra. 
According to reports, the African Leaders' discussion expects to be centered on the formation of 
the United States of Africa and other issues relative to one common African Passport.  

Former President Charles Taylor as part of the deal to bring peace to Liberia in 2003 went into 
exile in Nigeria but was later handled over to the United Nations (UN) backed Special Court for 
Sierra Leone following a request by the Government of Liberia to do so.  

He was later taken to The Hague for his trial on suspicion that such a trial would have created a 
security problem in the sub-region.  

The former Liberian President was indicted for crimes against humanity in 2003 while attending 
the Liberian Peace talks in Accra, Ghana.  
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Save The Children 
Tuesday, 3 July 2007  
http://www.politics.co.uk/press-releases/zopinion-former-index/equality/save-children-statement- 
 
Save the Children statement on trial of Charles Taylor  
 
On the day the trial of Charles Taylor is to resume, Jeffrey Mecaskey, Save the Children, said:  
 
"The people of Sierra Leone and Liberia might feel that they've got some of the justice they 
deserve tomorrow. however, the legacy of Charles Taylor is still being felt, both in terms of the 
after effects of the war on civilians and in the state of their governments still today.  
 
Research we released just yesterday on the improvement of child mortality shows that there are 
actually more children dying today in Liberia than when the Millennium Development Goals 
were set in 2000. Sierra Leone has the most children dying for every 1000 born of any country in 
the world. These figures cannot be separated from the conflicts that these countries went through.  
 
The African Union finish their meeting today. They, and rich countries, must start enforcing 
systems to improve the health and education sectors in Africa and stop so many children dying 
unnecessarily."  
 
DARFUR EMERGENCY APPEAL: Children in Darfur and Chad have been forced to flee their 
homes and are now facing some of the harshest conditions in the world, without access to basic 
shelter, food and water. The impending rains will make the situation even worse. Please help by 
donating at www.savethechildren.org.uk/darfur or calling 020 7012 6400. 

http://www.politics.co.uk/press-releases/zopinion-former-index/equality/save-children-statement-on-trial-charles-taylor-$475580.htm
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Associated Press 
Monday, 2 July 2007 
 
Taylor's war crimes trial postponed again 
 
THE HAGUE, The Netherlands -- The war crimes trial of Charles Taylor has been postponed 
again with judges now ordering the resumption of the case against the former Liberian president 
August 20, the court said Monday.  
 
"A decision was taken last Thursday [June 28] and the reason will be explained in a hearing 
tomorrow [Tuesday]," spokesman Solomon Moriba of the Special Court for Sierra Leone said.  
 
A week ago the resumption of the prosecution case was put off until Tuesday this week because 
of Taylor's ongoing problems in assembling a defense team.  
 
According to Moriba, the prosecution and defense filed a joint motion for another postponement 
last week and the judges granted it.  
 
The delay of almost two months is also due to the Sierra Leone tribunal having to take into 
account its own summer recess and the holiday period for the International Criminal Court in The 
Hague whose facilities it is using.  
 
Taylor, 59, faces 11 charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity committed during the 
1991-2001 civil war in Sierra Leone. The first African head of state to stand trial for war crimes, 
he boycotted the opening of his trial before the UN-backed tribunal three weeks ago, and sacked 
his lawyer, arguing that he had no chance of receiving a fair hearing.  
 
He was absent again when the trial resumed last week. The judges then ordered that a new 
defense team be put together and ordered the court's registry to make more money available for 
Taylor's defense.  
 
The former president's main complaint was that he does not have enough money to attract the 
kind of senior lawyers needed to try such a long and complicated case.  
 
Up to 200,000 people were killed in the Sierra Leone conflict, with rebels mutilating thousands 
more, cutting off arms, legs, ears, or noses.  
 
Taylor allegedly armed, trained, and controlled the Revolutionary United Front (RUF), 
responsible for many of the mutilations, in exchange for still-unknown amounts of diamonds used 
to fund warfare.  
 
Taylor, who was president of Liberia from August 1997 to August 2003, has denied all the 
charges. 
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Reuters 
Monday, 2 July 2007 
 
Charles Taylor war crimes trial delayed until August 
 
AMSTERDAM (Reuters) - Judges at the U.N. Special Court for Sierra Leone have delayed the 
war crimes trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor until August 20 so a new defence 
team has time to prepare, a court spokesman said on Monday. 
 
Taylor, who is charged with directing atrocities in Sierra Leone and instigating murder, rape and 
mutilation in a quest for the country's diamonds, has boycotted his trial since it began in June, 
saying he has inadequate funds to mount a proper defence. 
 
Last week Judge Julia Sebutinde ordered the court to ensure Taylor had another four people on 
his defence team including a lead counsel by July 31, in the interests of securing a fair trial. 
 
Taylor, who has failed to appear in court since June, sacked his lawyer as his trial opened, 
initially saying he wanted to defend himself, although he has since changed his mind and is 
demanding a top calibre lawyer. 
 
Witness testimony had been due to start this week after Judge Sebutinde last week ordered an 
interim defence counsel to represent Taylor, but in a joint motion both the prosecutor and the 
defence team urged the trial to be postponed. 
 
Judges will explain their ruling when the court meets on Tuesday. 
 
Taylor has pleaded not guilty to 11 counts of war crimes and crimes against humanity, related to 
the 1991-2002 civil war, which killed an estimated 50,000 people. 
 
Prosecutors hope the trial will send a signal that international justice can operate efficiently and 
fairly as well as target the world's most powerful individuals. But some observers fear Taylor is 
intent on disrupting proceedings. 
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BBC Network Africa 
Tuesday, 3 July 2007 
 
LEAD-IN: Some breaking news: the former Liberian President Charles Taylor, who’s facing 
charges of war crimes, has appeared in person for the first time at his trial in The Hague. Let’s 
speak to John Kollie, a Liberian journalist who is covering the trial. John, good morning. 
 
KOLLIE: Good morning there. 
 
Can you describe what has happened? 
 
KOLLIE: Well we came to court this morning without any idea as to whether Mr. Taylor would 
come to court. And as we came here, news began to filter that Mr. Taylor will come today to hear 
at least what was being put against him. And a few minutes later it was announced in court that he 
was at the door waiting to come in, and there came the man who failed twice to come and he 
came in well-dressed in a dark blue coat suit looking really healthy, if you will. And Mr. Taylor 
finally sat, took his seat, and the Judge asked a question about why he was late, he was actually 
25 minutes late because the court had started at 9:00. And the reason was given, the security 
people, the Dutch security here, said because they had to divert traffic for security reasons in 
bringing this former president who’s accused of war crimes I think in Sierra Leone and they had 
to bring him in court and so they had to put in place security mechanisms. That’s why he was late. 
But he… 
 
What was his composure? 
 
KOLLIE: Very composed, he looks very calm. He appeared pretty submissive, if you will, for the 
first time, very long time I’ve known Mr. Taylor working as a journalist in Liberia. He appeared 
very submissive. He came into court as though he’s a man who’s known court proceedings for 
quite a long time. Very calm indeed. 
 
A subdued Mr. Taylor. What’s happening right now? 
 
KOLLIE: What happened was his duty counsel who’s representing him in the absence of his 
defence counsel requested for at least 20 minutes to go into private session to talk because the 
Judge had [ended up announcing that they’d be] reading the counts against him since this was the 
first time appearing here in The Hague. And then his man defending him here, Charles Jalloh, 
asked for time to talk to Mr. Taylor in private and that they would return. And they are now 
sitting in court as I speak to you because the 20 minutes is over, so they’ve returned to court and 
that was what happened. 
 
And briefly can you remind us of what Mr. Taylor is accused of? 
 
KOLLIE: Mr. Taylor is accused of human rights abuses in Sierra Leone, accused of child soldier 
recruitment, rape against women, pillaging and looting of resources of Sierra Leone, all like that. 
It’s crimes against humanity indeed. And so he’s denied all this. He’s pleading not guilty here. 
 
John, thank you very much and we’ll follow up this story on Focus on Africa at 1500 GMT.  
John Kollie in The Hague. 
 
[Transcribed by the Office of Press and Public Affairs] 



 24

United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 2 July 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Taylor's war crimes trial postponed again  

THE HAGUE, July 2, 2007 (AFP) - The war crimes trial of Charles Taylor has been postponed 
again with judges now ordering the resumption of the case against the former Liberian 
president on August 20, the court said Monday. "A decision was taken last Thursday and the 
reason will be explained in a hearing tomorrow (Tuesday)," spokesman Solomon Moriba of 
the Special Court for Sierra Leone told AFP.  

Don't overlook reconstruction, UN refugee chief urges  
By Emmanuel Goujon  

ACCRA, July 2, 2007 (AFP) - The international community must focus more on the 
reconstruction of war-torn nations if it is to stem the tide of refugees heading to pastures 
new, according to the UN high commissioner for refugees. In an interview with AFP on the 
sidelines of the ongoing African Union summit in Accra, Ghana, Antonio Guterres said recent 
experience had shown that refugees on the continent want to return home when peace takes 
hold.  

International Clips on West Africa 
 

VOA 01 July 2007 

African Union Summit to Focus on Unity, Darfur 

Leaders of the African Union have begun a three-day summit during which they are expected 
to address the situation in Darfur and the issue of African unity. Police monitored the streets 
of Accra, Ghana, as more than 30 heads of state gathered for the summit. The agenda 
includes discussion of the idea of a United States of Africa. Proponents of the plan argue a 
federation of African nations could exercise more influence and better address problems 
facing the world's poorest continent. But regional powers like South Africa favor a more 
gradual consolidation of regional economic groups.  

BBC 07/02/2007 04:07:17  
West African UN force commanders meet in Abidjan  
 
The 13th session of the meeting of the force commanders of UN missions in West 
Africa ended late this afternoon with a news conference which focused on the 
latest events in Bouake. Answering a question to know who is in charge of the 
security of the airport in Bouake, this is the answer given by General Fernand 
Amoussou, commander of the blue helmets of ONUCI [UN Operation in Cote 
d'Ivoire]. 
Local Media – Newspaper     

President Sirleaf Admits High Unemployment 
(The New and The Informer) 

 
• At a weekend retreat during which Cabinet members assessed the Government’s 

performance, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf admitted that there was high 
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unemployment in the country, but said the Government was working on 
resuscitating the economy and creating significant job prospects. In its article, The 
Informer said the President reiterated her call to Cabinet Ministers to use the media 
to inform the public on programmes being undertaken to address their concerns in 
their areas of responsibility.  

 
African Union Summit Opens in Accra  
(The Analyst, Public Agenda, The Inquirer, The News, Heritage and The Informer) 
 

• African leaders are meeting in Accra, Ghana to decide the fate of the Continent under 
the banner of African Union.  

• President Sirleaf would articulate Liberia’s position on the issue of a single African 
Government, an issue which appears to be dominating this year’s African Union 
Summit. The idea of a single Pan-African Government was first promoted by Ghana’s 
Kwame Nkrumah in the 1960’s prior to the formation of the Organization of African 
Unity.  

 
Taylor’s Associates Complain to African Union   
(The Inquirer, Heritage and The Informer) 
 

• The Association for the Legal Defense of former Liberian President Charles Taylor has 
written, on behalf of Mr. Taylor, to African Heads of State currently meeting in Ghana. 
The group alleged that Taylor’s war crimes trial had fallen short of minimal standards 
of any form of justice and urged the African leaders to act against such perceived 
injustice.  

 
UNHCR Says More than 80,000 Liberians yet to Return  
(The Informer) 
 

• [sic:] As the United Nations High Commission for Refugee assisted repatriation of 
Liberia refugees closed last Saturday, there are more that 80,000 Liberians in West 
Africa alone yet to be repatriated, the UN Refugee Agency says. More than 23,000 
remain in Ghana, 22,000 in Cote d’Ivoire, 13,000 in Sierra Leone, 14,000 in Guinea, 
some 5,000 in Nigeria and the rest are scattered in other countries of the region, the 
Spokesperson of the UNHCR in Geneva said.   

 
Liberians Fear Alleged Rebel Recruitment in Guinea 
(Liberian Express) 
 

• The Liberian Express in an article said it has received reports that “unidentified 
individuals, mainly ex-combatants, are still being recruited to destabilize Guinea”. 
According to the paper, several Liberians have been arrested by Guinean immigration 
officers and have been placed behind bars. The article further states that the Guinean 
Government has deployed “heavily armed troops at the Liberian-Guinean border 
which has instilled fear among residents in the area”. 

 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am  

President Johnson Sirleaf Attends African Union Summit in Accra 
 
Former Commerce Minister Held for Allegedly Stabbing a Man 

• Sources said that former Commerce Minister Samuel Wlue was over the weekend 
arrested and detained by Police for allegedly stabbing one Ricks Gbarzakizzia, during 
a fight with one Bashue Turay who clarified that Mr. Wlue only intervened in the fight 
between him and Ricks and did not stab anybody 

 
Blind Leader Criticizes Government’s Poverty Reduction Plan 

• During an interview yesterday, the Head of the Christian Association of the Blind 
(CAB), Mr. Beyan Kota condemned the Government’s poverty reduction policy 
because the plan was not working. 
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