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BBC World Service Trust 
Tuesday, 29 April 2008 
 
By Alphonsus Zeon, in The Hague 
 
The Prosecution witness in the war crimes trial of the former Liberian President Charles Taylor has told 
the Court that aside (from) military support to the rebels who fought the government in Sierra Leone, 
Taylor had also made public statements, threatening war  in Sierra Leone. 
  
Prosecution 23rd witness Alimamy Bobson Sesay said he initially joined the army after the threat by the 
former Liberian President that because ECOMOG fighter jets hitting NPFL targets were flying out of  
Sierra Leone, the country would taste the bitterness of war. 
  
Journalist Alphonsus Zeon is watching the trial in The Hague for the BBCWST/SFCG. 
  
ZEON: Sesay said he joined the Sierra Leonean army after President  Joseph Momoh called on citizens to 
show up and get enlisted to take up arms against the rebels. 
  
The witness’s testimony supports prosecution charges that Taylor brought about the war and  supported 
the rebels in Sierra Leone. 
  
SESAY: Yes, the time I stated, 1991, when Charles Taylor went over the air I had not joined the army yet, 
but it was the same year, September '91, that I joined the army. 
 
MORRIS ANYAH: And you told us what prompted you to join the army. You said Charles Taylor went 
over the air and I take it you meant the BBC, right, Mr Witness? 
 
SESAY: Yes... he said that, which made the whole of Freetown to be panic stricken... March '91 or so, 
before the first invasion in Sierra Leone, Charles Taylor went over the air and said that - he said as 
long as Sierra Leone had established an ECOMOG base in Freetown we would taste the bitterness of war. 
  
ZEON: Sesay and fellow soldiers of the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council later joined the RUF rebels 
when they were driven out of State House in Freetown by ECOMOG troops after the soldiers initially 
seized power from President Tejan Kabbah. 
  
Charles Taylor’s lawyer, Morris Anyah, who led the Defence cross-examination, rejected this scenario. 
Anyah repeated that Taylor only got involved in the crisis in Sierra Leone as a peace mediator. He said in 
the past Taylor had acknowledged that Liberians were fighting in Sierra Leone, but not on the instruction 
of the Government of Liberia. 
  
ANYAH: ...a press conference held by the President of Liberia, Charles Taylor, for all the world to hear 
his views about Sierra Leone and Liberians fighting. It reads: "Liberian President Charles Taylor has 
offered to put pressure on RUF leader Corporal Foday Sankoh to help restore peace in Sierra Leone.” To 
the next page. “Sankoh is currently in jail in Freetown appealing his conviction and death sentence on 
treason charges." Quote unquote... 'Sankoh is part of the problem in Sierra Leone and should be part of the 
solution.'.. He added that Sankoh is better alive than dead... Taylor said his government 'supports and 
recognises the government of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah and we do not support the rebel activities 
against President Kabbah in Sierra Leone in any shape or form, but we still believe that the way forward is 
a ceasefire on all sides and for President Kabbah to dialogue with the rebels rather than continue to fight 
them.'" Do you see that, Mr. Witness? 



 7

 
SESAY: Yes, my Lord. 
 
ZEON: Taylor sat quietly as the lawyers argued his role in the war in the neighbouring country of Sierra 
Leone. 
  
Sesay`s cross-examination continues, but after the five-day break as of the 29 of April for the celebration 
of Queen’s day here in The Kingdom of the Netherlands. 
  
This is Alphonsus Zeon for the BBC World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground, in The Hague.  
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

29 April 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
President Sirleaf disagrees with TRC over suspension of Commissioner 
(Heritage, Daily Observer, New Democrat) 
 

• President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf has given her personal view on the suspension of Cllr. Pearl 
Brown Bull as commissioner of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission.  

• Speaking to reporters Monday, Presidential Press Secretary Cyrus Wleh Badio said the 
President believes that high level Presidential appointees confirmed by the Senate can only be 
dismissed upon her approval, a view that has been opposed by the TRC Chairman. 

• TRC Chairman, Counsellor Jerome Verdier recently suspended Commissioner Bull for “conflict 
of interest” which he says violates the commission’s Act.  

• Cllr. Bull challenged her suspension and filed a writ of prohibition which was granted by the 
Justice in Chambers of the Supreme Court. 

 
Final Legal Arguments in Treason Trial due Today 
(National Chronicle, The Informer and The Inquirer) 
 

• State prosecutors and defense lawyers in the ongoing treason trial are due to begin final legal 
arguments today at the Criminal Court “A” at the Temple of Justice. Both sides in the legal 
battle are expected to provide justifications why the court should rule in their favour. The two 
accused, retired army general Charles Julu and Colonel Andrew Dorbor, are held for allegedly 
plotting to overthrow the government of President Sirleaf.  

 
Executive Mansion Says the President is in Good Health  
(National Chronicle and The Inquirer) 
 

• The Executive Mansion announced on Monday that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is healthy 
after a weeklong medical examination in the United States. According to Presidential Press 
Secretary Cyrus Badio, the medical check-up is routine and not a result of any diagnosis. The 
clarification follows speculations in some publications that the President is suffering from 
cancer.  

 
Armed Gang Harassing Peaceful Citizens in Northern Lofa County  
(The News) 
 

• The News newspaper reported incidents of armed robberies in Lofa County, where a criminal 
gang is said to be harassing peaceful citizens. Lofa County Superintendent Galakpai Kortimai 
corroborated the information and disclosed that a group of men carrying cutlasses and other 
harmful objects recently attacked a video club in central Voinjama and made away with 
several valuables and money. The Government recently ordered rearming of the police to 
combat armed robbery while at the same time seeking a legislation to make armed robbery a 
non-bailable offense.  

 
Radio Summary 
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Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am) 
Speakers at Anti-Robbery Hearings Proposed Death Penalty for Armed Robbers 

• Several speakers who attended yesterday’s public hearing on the upsurge in armed robbery 
in the country proposed death penalty for perpetrators. 

• The speakers said armed robbery is a “hideous crime” that falls directly under capital offense 
and must be non-bailable but urged speedy trial.  

• Former Associate Justice, Cllr. M. Wilkins Wright called for an amendment in the Armed 
Robbery Act to remove cases in which the defendants are admitted to bail. 

• Meanwhile, the Chairman of the Liberia Coalition of Human Rights Defenders, Cllr. T. 
Dempster Brown blamed the Ministry of Justice for its lack of willingness to persecute armed 
robbery, a claim Solicitor General Tiawon Gongloe dismissed. 

 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
President Sirleaf Gives Position on TRC crisis       
 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Executive Mansion Clarifies President Sirleaf’s “Ill Health” Report 
 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 

  
Forum on CDA Restructuring Opens in Monrovia 

• A three-day round-table conference aimed at rehabilitating and restructuring the Cooperative 
Development Agency opened in Monrovia yesterday.  

• The Ministry of Agriculture said the conference will also discuss updating the cooperative laws 
to enhance the reactivation process of the sector and at the end of the conference; a policy 
document would be presented to the National Legislature for review and ratification.  

• The Agriculture Ministry organized the forum in collaboration with four groups and brings 
together stakeholders from the fifteen po tical subdivisions of the country.   li

                                             **** 
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The Daily Star (Lebanon) 
Wednesday, 30 April 2003 
 
Registrar of Hariri court to take up post this week 
 
Robin Vincent will function as 'manager' of tribunal 
By Michael Bluhm  
Daily Star staff  
 
BEIRUT: The establishment of the UN tribunal to try suspects in the assassination of former Prime 
Minister Rafik Hariri has moved one step closer, as the UN announced on Tuesday that the tribunal's 
registrar was formally taking office this week. As registrar, Robin Vincent will function akin to the 
manager of the tribunal, preparing the premises of the tribunal in Holland's The Hague, recruiting 
administrative personnel and laying out the court's budget, said the statement issued by the office of UN 
chief Ban Ki-moon.  
 
UN Undersecretary for Legal Affairs Nicolas Michel has said that when Vincent entered office, it would 
represent an "important sign" on the road to the creation of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon. 
 
The statement added that Vincent would also be "coordinating the transition" between the commission 
investigating Hariri's killing and the tribunal, but a UN spokesperson said no one should interpret that as 
meaning the tribunal would arise in the near future.  
 
"We are not saying it's going to be happening tomorrow," Radhia Achouri, senior communications adviser 
to Michel, told The Daily Star. "That's not our intention." 
 
The wording about the transition referred to the eventual transfer of commission staff from their positions 
to new posts in the tribunal, she added.  
 
"Definitely we don't mean that these people are going to be going immediately," Achouri said. Vincent, a 
British citizen, will continue working from UN headquarters in New York and should move to The Hague 
before summer, Achouri added.  
 
The speed of the establishment has turned into a political issue, as the tribunal has assumed a major role 
on the political row that has polarized Lebanon for nearly 18 months, with the March 14 governing 
coalition leading the push for the tribunal's rapid establishment.  
 
Justice Minister Charles Rizk proposed two weeks ago that the Cabinet approve the extension of the 
investigation commission's mandate past June 15 with the proviso that the commission's chief take up his 
planned role as the tribunal's prosecutor on the same date.   
 
Rizk and his compatriots in the March 14 governing coalition have long been staunch backers of the 
tribunal and outspoken critics of Syria, whom many March 14 members blame for Hariri's assassination 
and the string of political violence that has plagued Lebanon.  
 
Syrian President Bashar Assad has denied any involvement in Hariri's killing and has said Syria will not 
allow its citizens to appear before the tribunal, while some in Lebanon's Syrian-backed opposition have 
voiced concerns that the tribunal could be manipulated for political ends. 
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The investigating commission chief, Canadian prosecutor Daniel Bellemare, said in his April 8 report to 
the UN Security Council that he believed "political motivation" stood behind Hariri's assassination and 
that a "criminal network" had carried out the February 14, 2005 killing and remained active. Syrian 
relations with the US soured dramatically after the killing, and the US has kicked in $14 million of the 
$60.3 million pledged for the operations of the tribunal.  
 
Vincent is putting the "final touches" on the tribunal's budget, which needs approval from the 
management committee overseeing the tribunal's operations, Achouri said. The management committee is 
composed of the UN, the host country and major donors to the tribunal, such as the US. 
 
The budget will include money to refurbish the former Dutch intelligence building housing the tribunal, 
perhaps for the construction of one or two courtrooms, Achouri added.  
 
Vincent, who also served as the registrar of the Special court for Sierra Leone, was appointed to his post 
at the Hariri tribunal on March 10 by Ban. 


