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tion ol i violent detainee hund-
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secunity. the secured handling
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pressed pleasure on behal!
of the Sterra Leone Prisons

He sard the Sierra Leone

Prisons was pleased the
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\atuable contribution to th
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:n¢ hope that the skaills the
ponotrees have acquired
would e 01 immense benetit
- the descharge of ther ot
Ciac adnties at the Sierta
cone Prisons
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Norman Vs SLPP:
Ruling Tomorrow

) ) . . as Plaintiff is expected to  according Lo a natice
The long-awaited ruling ruling SLPP as detendanl pe Jeliverced on Wednes- trom the Supreme
in the case between the and Chief Hinga Norman day 31st August, 2005 Coun
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LIBERIA: Presidential candidates divided

over what to do about Charles Taylor
29 Aug 2005 19:16:12 GMT

Source: IRIN

Background MONROVIA, 29 August
(IRIN) - Candidates vying to

» FACTBOX: Guinea be Liberia's next head of

+ FACTBOX: Guinea-Bissau state are divided about

s FACTBOX: Liberia whether to ask for former

president Charles Taylor to
be transferred from exile in

Nigeria to stand trial for war
crimes committed in Sierra

Leone.

+ CRISIS PROFILE: W. Africa
teeters between war and peace

» CRISIS PROFILE-Is Ivory Coast
heading for all-out war?

MORE #

Taylor has been served 17
indictments for crimes against humanity for his involvement and
support to the Revolutionary United Front rebel faction in Sierra
Leone, known for hacking off hands, feet, lips and ears of
civilians during the 1991-2002 civil war.

The UN-backed Special Court in Sierra Leone has repeatedly
called on Nigerian President Olusegun Obasanjo to hand Taylor
over for trial. However, Obasanjo has said that he will not turn the
former warlord in, unless an elected Liberian president asks him
to do so or Taylor breaks the terms of his asylum deal.

As Liberians prepare to go to the polls on 11 October, candidates
outlined their stances on the issue at a recent presidential
debate.

George Weah, onetime football wizard and now a favourite
contender for the presidency, would only confirm that he wanted
Taylor to have the opportunity to clear his name.

“What | will say is that ex-president Taylor has the right to
exonerate himself. For Taylor, his family, and people that believe
in Taylor, it is time for Taylor to exonerate himself and we should
be able to give him the opportunity to do that," said the ace-
shooter.

Wildly popular with Liberia's youthful and mostly illiterate
electorate, Weah has a strong following among former
combatants, including those loyal to Taylor.

The former international soccer star did not specify whether he
was in favour of sending Taylor to the Special Court to exonerate
himself.

Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, veteran oppposition leader and senior UN
official, called for a review of Taylor's asylum in Nigeria, where
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authorities have investigated allegations that he has been
meddling in Liberian affairs by telephone.

"Mr. Taylor was not indicted by a Liberian court. He was indicted
by an international court. Mr. Taylor reportedly had a deal with
the West African leaders that led to his exit from Liberia. If it is
true that deal has been broken, he should bear the
consequences," she said.

Roland Massaquoi, a stalwart of the former president's cabinet
who has now become the new torchbearer for Taylor's National
Patriotic Party (NPP), said he would accept an option for Taylor
to stand trial if his asylum deal was broken, or if the Liberian
people demanded it.

Only Charles Brumskine, a one-time confident and deputy senate
leader under Taylor, vowed to send his former boss to Sierra
Leone to stand trial.

" would have no reservation to transmit Mr Taylor to the Court for
prosecution. The rule of law must be upheld and Mr Taylor has
an international indictment hanging over him," he said.

But two of the lawyers in the presidential race raised legal
questions.

Winston Tubman, a former UN diplomat and recently a Special
Representative of the UN Secretary-General to Somalia,
questioned the jurisdiction of the Special Court.

" would not just send Mr. Taylor to court because the [Special]
Court ask me to do so. The question of the jurisdiction of the
Court is a legal issue. The Court does not have a compulsory
jurisdiction to make Mr. Taylor appear there," he said.

However, the nephew of Liberia's longest-serving president
William Tubman did say that if he won a substantial majority in
the upcoming polis, he would hand the decision over to the UN
Security Council.

"If | have a ninety percent margin in the elections, | would then
ask the Security Council to make a decision on whether it is
compulsory for us to send him there," he said.

Corporate lawyer, Varney Sherman, said there was a need to
clarify whether an extradition treaty existed between Nigeria and
Liberia. He also noted that the Special Court would try Taylor for
crimes against Sierra Leoneans, not Liberians.

"As a lawyer turned politician, there are complications with the
Taylor issue - he has not been indicted by a court in Liberia. He
has not been indicted for any offence committed against the
Liberian people. He has been indicted for an offence committed
against Sierra Leoneans," he said.

Taylor led a brutal bush war against the government of Samuel
Doe from 1989 until he was elected president during a break in
the fighting in 1997.
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Liberians voted for Taylor in the belief that the war would only
end once the rebel leader had taken control of the presidency.

But the Iull in the fighting didn't last long, and within months, more
and new rebels movements were beating a path to the capital
Monrovia, wanting to see Taylor toppled.

Under international pressure, Taylor stepped down from office in
August 2003 and took exile in Nigeria as part of a peace deal. He
now lives in a luxury mansion in the coastal town of Calabar.
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SECURITY COUNCIL COMMITTEE DETERMINED TO SUPPORT MEASURES

TO FACILITATE PEACE PROCESS IN COTE D' IVOIRE

Bt its seventh meeting, held on 26 August 2005, members of the
Security Council Committee established pursuant to resolution 1572 (2004)
expressed their serious concern regarding recent reports of incitation of hatred,
intolerance and violence in the media of Cdte d’Ivoire and reaffirmed their full
support for the work of the United Nations Operation in Cbte d’'Ivoire (UNOCI) and
for the efforts of the South African mediation team.

In this regard, they looked forward to the 31 August briefing of the
Security Council by South African Defence Minister, Mosiuoa Lekota, after which
the Committee will meet promptly to consider any further action, in accordance
with the Committee’s mandate in paragraphs 9 and 11 of resolution 1572 (2004), to
ensure full implementation of resolutions 1572 (2004) and 1584 (2005).

The members of the Committee reiterated their determination to support the
peace process in Coéte d’Ivoire and their call to all Ivorian parties to fully
respect the commitments undertaken in the Linas-Marcoussis and Pretoria
Agreements, and to fully abide by their obligations under resolutions of the
Security Council.

* kkk *

For information media * not an official record ® also available at http://www.un.org/News
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United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 29 Aug 2005

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL. ]/

International Clips on West Africa

Ivory Coast army chief meets French, UN peacekeepers

YAMOUSSOUKRO, 29 Aug (AFP) - The military leaders of UN and French peacekeeping forces
in Ivory Coast on Monday had confidence-building talks with the armed forces chief, General
Philippe Mangou, in the war-divided West African country.

Senegalese General Abdoulaye Fall and French General Elrick Irastorza began talks with
Mangou in Yamoussoukro, the political capital, at around 10:30 am (1030 GMT), an AFP
correspondent said.

Ivorian rebels to complain to U.N. over deadlock
By Peter Murphy

ABIDJAN, 29 Aug (Reuters) - Rebels in Ivory Coast, anxious to avoid possible U.N. sanctions
for blocking a peace process, said on Monday they would write to U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan blaming the deadlock on President Laurent Gbagbo.

The rebels said on Thursday they would not allow planned Oct. 30 elections to be held in the
northern half of the country they control, torpedoing polls that form the centerpiece of a
peace deal to end three years of civil war.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board and would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Ms. Kadiatu Konteh at kontehk@un.org.
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UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 27 Aug 2005

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on West Africa

08/26/2005 17:33:12
International community must decide on vote date: Ivory
Coast chief

ABIDJAN, Aug 26 (AFP) - The president of Ivory Coast, where tensions are running high
after a call to depose the government, said Friday international mediators must decide if
presidential elections can go ahead as planned in October.

Laurent Gbagbo's comments, reported on national television, were his first public statement
since former army leader General Mathias Doue -- who was sacked in November 2004 --
vowed on August 19 to remove the president.

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board and would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Ms. Kadiatu Konteh at kontehk@un.org.
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[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

International Clips on West Africa

COTE D IVOIRE: All eyes on mediators after rebels withdraw
backing for October polls

ABIDJAN, 26 Aug 2005 (IRIN) - Ivorian President Laurent Gbagbo on Friday declined to
react to the rebels' effective withdrawal from the peace process, saying it was up to the
South African mediators to decide what happened next.

Rebels holding the northern half of the divided West African country said on Thursday that
elections could not be held in their territory as planned on 30 October because the
conditions were still not in place just nine weeks before polling day.

COTE D IVOIRE: "Elections won't take place" says rebel

leader *

BOUAKE, 25 Aug 2005 (IRIN) - The leader of the New Forces rebels, Guillaume Soro, on
Thursday voiced what many Ivorians have been saying for months now - that peace-sealing
presidential elections scheduled for 30 October will not take place.

“The New Forces are convinced that the presidential elections of 30 October, will not take
place on that date,” said Soro as he summed up the results of a week-long seminar in the
rebel-stronghold of Bouake.

*Also reported on BBC World News

Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board and would like further information on the content of the
summaries, please contact Ms. Kadiatu Konteh at kontehk@un.org.




