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Special Court for Sierra Leone 
Outreach and Public Affairs Office 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 29 May 2008 
 
Justice Renate Winter Elected President of Special Court 
 
Justice Renate Winter of Austria has been elected to a one-year term, effective 30 May, as Presiding 
Judge of the Appeals Chamber, a post which makes her President of the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone. She succeeds Justice George Gelaga-
King of Sierra Leone, who has served as President since 2006. 
 
Justice Winter has previously served as international judge of the 
Supreme Court of Kosovo, as part of  the United Nations interim civilian 
administration. She is an expert on family law, as well as on juvenile 
justice systems, women’s justice issues, pedophilia, child labour and the 
role of the media in advocacy. 
 
Since 1981, Justice Winter has been a Judge at the Vienna Youth Court, 
where she has undertaken projects to help rehabilitate youth with 
problems of drug addiction and mental disability. Justice Winter has also 
worked on projects relating to youth and child soldiers for the United 
Nations, including in numerous African countries. She also has dealt w
issues of organized crime and restorative justice.  Throughout the 1990s
Justice Winter chaired numerous international conferences on matters 
relating to juvenile justice and gender-related justice issues. She is currently President of the Internati
Association of Youth and Family Court Judges.  

ith 
, 

onal 

 
Justice Winter joined the Special Court for Sierra Leone in 2002. She served as Acting President of the 
Special Court from March to May 2004. 
 
#END 
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Special Court for Sierra Leone 
Outreach and Public Affairs Office 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 30 May 2008 
 
Justice Jon Kamanda Elected Vice President of Special Court 
 
Justice Jon Kamanda of Sierra Leone has been unanimously elected Vice President of the Special Court 

for Sierra Leone. 
 
Justice Kamanda holds a Bachelor of Arts degree in English and International 
Relations from Durham University (FBC), and a Diploma in Education from the 
University of Sierra Leone. 
 
He trained as a Barrister at the Inns of Court School of Law in London, and was 
called to the Bar at the Middle Temple in 1975. From 1976-80 he worked a
Prosecutor in the Government Law Office, rising to the rank of Senior State 
Counsel. In 1980 he entered private practice in criminal law.  

s State 

 
Justice Kamanda has served as an Appeals Court Justice in the Sierra Leone 

judiciary since 2004, and is the Presiding Judge in criminal appeals. He has also served as a High Court 
Judge in the Civil Division.  
 
In 1982 he was elected to Parliament, and he has served as Deputy Minister of Mineral Resources and 
Minister of Health. 
 
He was sworn in as a Special Court Appeals Judge in November 2007.  
 
#END 
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Independent Observer 
Friday, 30 May 2008 
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Awareness Times 
Friday, 30 May 2008 
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Awoko 
Friday, 30 May 2008 
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Xinhua (China) 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
 
Austrian jurist elected head of UN-backed tribunal in Sierra Leone 
  
    UNITED NATIONS, May 29 (Xinhua) -- An experienced Austrian judge has been chosen as the head 
of the Special Court for Sierra Leone (SCSL), the UN-backed war crimes tribunal said Thursday. 
 
    Renate Winter was elected to a one-year term as the presiding judge of the appeals chamber, a post 
which automatically makes her the SCSL president, the tribunal said in a statement. 
 
    Winter, who joined the SCSL in 2002, will replace George Gelaga King on Friday, the statement said. 
 
    She has an extensive background in family law, juvenile justice systems, women's justice issues and 
child labor. 
 
    The new president has also worked for the world body on projects relating to youth and child soldiers, 
said the SCSL, which was established to deal with crimes committed during a civil war in Sierra Leone. 
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Cocorioko website 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
 
Australian heads Special Court for Sierra Leone   
 
Written by Moses Kargbo    
 
Justice Renate Winter of Austria has today been elected to a one-year term as Presiding Judge of the 
Appeals Chamber of the Special Court, a post which automatically makes her President of the Court. She 
succeeds Sierra Leonean Justice George Gelaga-King, who has served in that capacity since 2006. 
 
According to a statement from the Court, Justice Winter joined the Special Court in 2002, serving as 
Acting President from March to May 2004. She has previously served as international judge of the 
Supreme Court of Kosovo, as part of the UN interim civilian administration in that country. She is an 
expert on family law, as well as on juvenile justice systems, women’s justice issues, paedophilia, child 
labour and the role of the media in advocacy. 
 
 Since 1981, Justice Winter has been a Judge at the Vienna Youth Court, where she has undertaken 
projects to help rehabilitate youth with problems of drug addiction and mental disability. The learned 
judge has also worked on projects relating to youth and child soldiers for the United Nations, including in 
numerous African countries. 
 
She also has dealt with issues of organized crime and restorative justice. Throughout the 1990s, Justice 
Winter chaired numerous international conferences on matters relating to juvenile justice and gender-
related justice issues. She is currently President of the International Association of Youth and Family 
Court Judges.
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BBC 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
 

SL tribunal doubles prison terms  
Sierra Leone's UN-backed war crimes court has more than 
doubled the prison terms of two former pro-government militia 
leaders during the civil war.  

The Kamajor militia supported the 
government in the civil war 

Judges said the original terms did not reflect the gravity of their 
crimes.  

Moinina Fofana's sentence was increased to 15 years from six and 
Allieu Kondewa's to 20 years from eight.  

The men led the Civil Defence Force that fought against rebels in the 
10-year war in which some 50,000 were killed and many more 
maimed and raped.  

'Welcome'  

The UN court originally convicted Fofana and Kondewa last year in what was a controversial trial.  

The CDF recruited traditional Kamajor hunter militias to fight various rebel groups.  

Correspondents say many Sierra Leoneans see the CDF as a force that fought for a noble cause, to defend 
the population against brutal rebel groups such as the Revolutionary United Front (RUF).  

When the head of Kamajors, Sam Hinga Norman, was indicted five years ago there was public outcry. He 
has since died in custody.  

The new decision on sentences was welcomed by Human Rights Watch, which said there was no excuse 
for attacking and mutilating civilians.  

The Special Court for Sierra Leone was set up when the war officially ended in 2002 to try those people 
who bore the greatest responsibility for the atrocities.  
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Public Agenda (Liberia) 
Friday, 30 May 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Friday, 30 May 2008 
 



 13

United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

29 May 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
Taylor’s Vice President Returns Home after Testifying in The Hague 
(The News) 

• [sic] Amidst death threats, former Liberian President Moses Blah is back home following 
speculations that he would not return to the country due to fear of reprisal from supporters of 
ex- President Charles Taylor.  Mr. Blah returned Monday from The Hague, Netherlands, where 
he testified in the war crimes trial involving ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor. His dramatic 
testimonies at The Hague prompted angry reactions from a number of associates of Mr. 
Taylor, including former Maritime Commission Benion Urey who has threatened lawsuit 
against Mr. Blah. There were also media reports that the family of Mr. Blah had been 
threatened as a result of his explosive testimonies which appeared to have linked Mr. Taylor 
to crimes committed in neighbouring Sierra Leone. Former President Blah told this paper via 
telephone Wednesday that he was suffering from cold, but his health remains generally 
stable. Mr. Blah said he needed time to rest due to long flight. Asked about security around 
his domicile, the former Liberian leader said President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf had ordered SSS 
Director to increase the presence of state security personnel around him and at his residence. 
According to him, the UN Mission in Liberian (UNMIL) has also reinforced security at his 
residence and around him and family as well. 

Draw Down Will Create No Security Vacuum – UN Envoy Reassures Liberians 
(Heritage) 
 

• [sic] The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG), Ms. Ellen Margrethe Løj, 
has assured southeastern Liberians that the departure of the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
Senegalese contingent will create no security vacuum. Ms. Løj gave this assurance when she 
awarded UN peacekeeping medals to 1,776 UNMIL Ethiopian soldiers in Zwedru, Grand Gedeh 
County, close to Liberia’s border with Ivory Coast, for their contribution to peace and stability 
in Liberia.  Asserting that UNMIL’s drawdown plan is being executed in a careful manner, the 
SRSG added that “the departure of the Senegalese peacekeepers has been carefully planned 
for and we have made the necessary adjustments. Our Ethiopian peacekeepers will 
adequately replace their departing Senegalese colleagues.”  She reiterated that the UN has 
invested too much in the stability of Liberia to allow the gains to be jeopardized by 
inadequate security coverage. The UN Envoy commended the Ethiopians for their efforts 
towards the maintenance of peace and security in Sinoe, Grand Kru, Rivercess, River Gee and 
Grand Gedeh counties since their arrival in Liberia over four years ago. She described the 
security situation in these areas, some of which are very isolated, to be significantly 
improved. 

 
UN Celebrates International Day of Peacekeepers Today 
(The Monitor) 
 

• [sic] The sixth annual International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers will be observed 
today worldwide to honour all peacekeepers, especially those who have made the ultimate 
sacrifice in the service of peace. Also on this Day, the United Nations will celebrate the 60th 
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Anniversary of the start of the first UN peacekeeping operation to monitor the Armistice 
Agreement between Israel and its Arab neighbours. In Liberia, the UN Mission in Liberia, 
UNMIL, will observe the Day, beginning at 9:30 am, with a wreath-laying ceremony at UNMIL 
Headquarters, Pan African Plaza in Monrovia in remembrance of all fallen peacekeepers 
worldwide. The ceremony will bring together the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-
General (SRSG), Ms. Ellen Margrethe Løj and members of the United Nations family, the Vice 
President of the Republic of Liberia, Ambassador Joseph N. Boakai and senior officials of the 
Liberian Government, members of the Diplomatic Corps, and other partners, as well as all 
UNMIL peacekeepers. 
 

Radio Summary 
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am)  
Executive Mansion Not Worried About Petition to Impeach President Sirleaf 

• The Executive Mansion has described as unfortunate a petition calling for the impeachment of 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf by former soldiers of the Armed Forces of Liberia (AFL). 

• On Monday, the aggrieved soldiers filed the impeachment petition alleging that the President 
violated the Constitution by dissolving the AFL.  

• Speaking via telephone from Japan, Presidential Press Secretary, Cyrus Badio, said the 
President was not troubled as she did not dissolve the AFL.  

• Mr. Badio said the AFL was instead restructured in accordance with the Comprehensive Peace 
Accord (CPA) signed in Accra, Ghana by all parties including the AFL.  

• The Presidential Press Secretary believes the action of the former soldiers is a “scam” to get 
more money from government and that the President will not be moved or blackmailed.  

 (Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Casual Labourers Take to the Streets in Zwedru 

• Reports from Grand Gedeh County say over 300 casual labourers of the United National 
Development Programme (UNDP) have converged on the premises of the agency.   

• The casual labourers are demanding a settlement of money allegedly owed them by the 
UNDP.  

• The aggrieved UNDP casual labourers said each of them earned US$123 to US$125 for road-
side brushing in the county for some seven weeks without pay.  

• They vowed to continue their protest until the UNDP can settle them.  
• Correspondents say UNDP local authorities in the county are currently negotiating with the 

labourers.  
 
Over 500 Liberian Children Adopted in 10 years, Say Advocacy Groups 

• Over five hundred Liberian children have over the last ten years been adopted and taken to 
western countries by two adoption agencies.  

• Speaking during a public hearing at the House of Representatives on the review of the 
adoption law of Liberia, Acres of Hope and the African Christian Fellowship International 
(ACFI) said they ensured the adoption of the children because of the extreme hardship facing 
their parents.  

• The two agencies however said the adoptions were carried out following a screening process 
involving the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare.  

(Also reported on Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 
U.S. Congratulates African Union 

• The United States has congratulates the African Union on the 45th anniversary of its 
establishment.  

• A State Department statement said the union which was transformed from the Organization 
of African Unity (OAU) to the AU continues to promote unity, solidarity and said the U.S. 
looks forward to strengthening partnership with the AU and people striving to promote peace, 
prosperity and democracy throughout the continent.  

 
Mercy Ship Conducts Eye Testing in Bomi 
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• A release issued in Monrovia yesterday said Mercy Ship in collaboration with PARACOM a local 
medical NGO has carried out an eye testing and screening exercise in Bomi County.   

• The release more than 200 visually impaired persons were tested and screened and that 50 
persons have qualified for surgery aboard Mercy Ship, while those with minor problems were 
treated and discharged.  

**** 
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BBC 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
 

Troops resume shooting in Guinea  
Mutinous troops in Guinea 
have blocked off the 
administrative district of 
the capital, Conakry, in a 
continuing dispute over 
army pay and conditions.  
The soldiers, who have been shooting at 

locations across the city, have said they 

are now demanding the dismissal of 

top-ranking army officers.  

The unrest began on Monday as soldiers demanded pay dating back eight 

years.  

Protests have carried on, despite concessions from the government earlier 

in the week.  

On Thursday, the soldiers set up roadblocks at the entrance to the 

administrative district, which houses the presidency, the army 

headquarters and some embassies.  

Some shops were closed and residents were keeping off the streets as 

troops fired off rounds into the air, the BBC's Alhassan Sillah reports from 

Guinea.  

Late on Wednesday, some soldiers forced their way on to an airport 

runway, preventing a US military plane from landing.  

At least two commercial airlines also had to cancel flights before the 

soldiers returned to their barracks.  

Looting  

Soldiers from the Alpha Yaya Diallo barracks near the airport took the 

deputy head of the army captive at their base on Monday.  

The soldiers went on the rampage, looting shops and leaving at least one 

person dead.  

Shots were also heard near two inland barracks.  

On Tuesday, President Lansana Conte fired the defence minister in a 

concession to the soldiers.  

Prime Minister Ahmed Tidiane Souare then announced that troops would 

receive GNF5m ($1,140), and an increase in army rice subsidies in an 

effort to stop the unrest.  

He has also asked the opposition to help him name a consensus 

government.  

Guinean troops have long been 
demanding back pay 
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But our correspondent says the concessions do not appear to have 

appeased the troops.  

Soldiers say that some of them have not received any pay since 1996.  

President Conte, who took power in a coup in 1984, fought off a similar 

revolt and general strike last year.  
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African Union 
Thursday, 29 May 2008 
Press Release 
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