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Special Court for Sierra Leone 
Press and Public Affairs Office 

 

PRESS RELEASE  
Freetown, Sierra Leone, 30 March 2006 
 
Special Court President Requests Charles Taylor be Tried in The Hague 
 
The President of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, Justice A. Raja N. Fernando, yesterday made 
a request to the Government of The Netherlands and the President of the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) to facilitate the conduct of the trial of former Liberian President Charles Taylor by 
the Special Court in The Hague. 
 
Under Rule 4 of the Special Court’s Rules of Procedure and Evidence, the President of the 
Special Court is empowered to authorise a Trial Chamber to exercise its functions away from the 
seat of the Court in Freetown. 
 
The trial would thus be held by a Trial Chamber of the Special Court for Sierra Leone, sitting in 
the Hague.  
 
Justice Fernando’s letter referred to concerns about the stability in the region should Taylor be 
tried in Freetown. 
 
A Headquarters Agreement would need to be secured to allow a chamber of the Special Court to 
sit outside of Freetown. A United Nations Security Council Resolution would also be required by 
the Government of the Netherlands to provide the legal basis for the Court to sit within its 
national jurisdiction. 
 
#END 
 
The Special Court is an independent tribunal established jointly by the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone. It is 
mandated to bring to justice those who bear the greatest responsibility for atrocities committed in Sierra Leone after 30 November 
1996. To date, the Prosecutor has indicted eleven persons on various charges of war crimes, crimes against humanity, and other 
serious violations of international humanitarian law. Ten indictees are currently in the custody of the Court. 
 

INFORMATION FOR MEDIA - NOT FOR ADVERTISING 
 

Produced by the  
Press and Public Affairs Office  
Special Court for Sierra Leone 

Mobile: 232 76  655 237 
Email: SCSL-pressoffice@un.org 
Visit our website at www.sc-sl.org 
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Concord Times 
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Awoko 
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News 
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Exclusive 
31 March 2006 
Opinion 
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News 
31 March 2006 
Opinion 
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Independent Observer 
31 March 2006 
Opinion 
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Spectator 
31 March 2006 
Opinion 
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New Vision 
31 March 2006 
Opinion 
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Awoko 
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UNMIL statement on former Liberian president Charles Taylor 
30 March 2006 
 
 
Acting in accordance with its mandate under United Nations Security Council resolution 1638, on 
29 March 2006 UNMIL apprehended and detained former Liberian President Charles Taylor. 
This took place at Roberts International Airport upon Mr. Taylor’s return from Nigeria.  
 
Shortly afterwards, Mr. Taylor was transferred by UNMIL to Freetown where he was placed in 
the custody of the Special Court for Sierra Leone. 
 
 
 

* * * * * 
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United Nations 
30 March 2006 

 
DAILY PRESS BRIEFING BY THE OFFICE OF THE SPOKESMAN FOR THE 
SECRETARY-GENERAL (Excerpts) 
 
The following is a near-verbatim transcript of today’s noon briefing by Marie Okabe, Deputy 
Spokesman for the Secretary-General. 
 
-SNIP- 
 
**Charles Taylor 
 
Turning to former Liberian President Charles Taylor, he spent the night in a detention facility in 
the custody of the Special Court for Sierra Leone in Freetown. 
 
The Court, meanwhile, announced that the President of the Special Court made a request to the 
Government of the Netherlands and the President of the International Criminal Court to facilitate 
the holding of the trial of Charles Taylor by the Special Court in The Hague. 
 
The Court President’s letter refers to concerns about the stability in the region should Taylor be 
tried in Freetown. 
 
We have the Court’s press release available in the Spokesman’s Office. 
 
-SNIP- 
 
Question:   Do you have any news, and I have two questions, the first one is do you have any 
news on when the Security Council will adopt a resolution on Taylor’s transfer to The Hague? 
 
Deputy Spokesman:  That would be up to the Security Council.  I just --  
 
Correspondent:  [Inaudible]. 
 
Deputy Spokesman:  You’d have to ask the Security Council President.  The Court just 
announced a short while ago that it had sent a letter to The Hague and to the International 
Criminal Court (ICC). 
 
Correspondent:  No, but it has already done that yesterday, because the ICC announced it also. 
 
-SNIP-
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BBC 
30 March 2006 
 
Taylor trial 'may move to Hague'  
 
Sierra Leone's war crimes tribunal has asked the International Criminal Court (ICC) to host the 
trial of ex-Liberian leader Charles Taylor.  
 
The ICC said Sierra Leone's request to use The Hague as a venue was being considered, but 
stressed the African tribunal would still control the case.  
 
The request has been backed by Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf.  
 
Mr Taylor, who was captured on Wednesday in Nigeria, faces charges of war crimes and crimes 
against humanity.  
 
The 11 counts, including responsibility for murder, rape and mutilation, relate to his alleged role 
fomenting war in Sierra Leone.  
 
The former president's spiritual adviser, Kilari Anand Paul, has said Mr Taylor would be happy to 
face a trial in The Hague.  
 
Instability fear  
 
ICC spokesman Ernest Sagaga told the BBC News website that the ICC was examining the 
request from the Sierra Leone war crimes tribunal to hold proceedings on its premises.  
 
"It would be still under the jurisdiction of the Special Court for Sierra Leone," he said.  
 
 We still expect a resolution from the Security Council that will allow a change in venue to a 
more conducive environment, such as the international court at The Hague  
Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf  
 
Liberian president  
  
Dutch Foreign Ministry spokesman Dirk-Jan Vermeij said the Sierra Leone tribunal was 
concerned that if Mr Taylor's trial was held in the capital, Freetown, it could lead to instability in 
the region.  
 
The Netherlands was willing to co-operate with a trial at The Hague provided certain conditions 
were met, Mr Vermeij said.  
 
US President George Bush said on Wednesday that he was keen for the trial to be moved, but to 
do so would require a UN Security Council resolution.  
 
US Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice believed it could be passed "relatively quickly", he 
added.  
 
Guerrilla support  
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In a radio address to the nation, President Johnson-Sirleaf supported the moves to hold Mr 
Taylor's trial outside neighbouring Sierra Leone.  
 
"We still expect a resolution from the Security Council that will allow a change in venue to a 
more conducive environment, such as the international court at The Hague," she said.  
Mrs Johnson-Sirleaf said she had stressed that the UN had to ensure Mr Taylor was allowed "the 
right of a vigorous self-defence".  
 
Others alleged to have committed war crimes in Sierra Leone are already on trial in Freetown.  
 
However, observers fear Mr Taylor may still be able to mobilise a guerrilla army, capable of 
attacking the court in Freetown from the surrounding hills.  
 
His supporters argue that a trial in Freetown could not be fair, even if the judges were 
international, because of the hatred felt by many Sierra Leoneans towards the man accused of 
starting their country's decade-long civil war.  
 
 
 
 
Story from BBC NEWS: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/africa/4860976.stm 
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BBC 
30 March 2006 
 
Taylor trial may be out of Africa  
By Joseph Winter  
 
Liberia's former President Charles Taylor is finally in a detention centre in Sierra Leone, three years after a 
warrant for his arrest was first issued by a UN-backed war crimes court.  
 
However, for security reasons, the trial might in fact take place in The Hague, rather than in the Sierra 
Leone capital, Freetown.  
 
US President George W Bush supports a change of venue and the Dutch foreign ministry says it has 
received a formal request from the Special Court for Sierra Leone.  
 
Human rights groups accuse Mr Taylor of being responsible for wars and instability across West Africa in 
the 1990s.  
 
They say he retains the ability to mobilise a fighting force of armed young men, as he has in the past, 
which could threaten the new-found peace in Sierra Leone and Liberia.  
 
His presence in Freetown could prove a magnet for such a guerrilla army, which would have little chance 
of reaching The Hague.  
 
The suggestion that Mr Taylor be tried in The Hague, though still under the jurisdiction of the Sierra 
Leone court, was first mentioned by the court's chief prosecutor Desmond de Silva to the BBC News 
website last year.  
 

 From the evidence we have, he used our diamonds to fuel the war and cause untold hardship to 
our nation  
Frederick Carew  
Sierra Leone justice minister   

 
"Mr Taylor undoubtedly still controls forces which could destabilise the region," said the British lawyer.  
 
"A number of countries - both Western and African - take the view that perhaps the interests of peace and 
security could best be served by a trial outside the region."  
 
Mr de Silva now, however, says he is satisfied with the new security arrangements in place - a contingent 
of UN peacekeepers is guarding the court, even though the UN peacekeeping force has officially pulled 
out of Sierra Leone.  
 
A trial in The Hague might also placate the fears of some Liberians who fear Mr Taylor would not receive 
a fair trial in Freetown, even if the judges were international.  
 
The former Liberian leader's spiritual advisor, Kilari Anand Paul, says Mr Taylor would be happy to face a 
trial in The Hague.  
 
Controlling forces  
 
 
The Sierra Leonean Revolutionary United Front rebel group, which Mr Taylor is accused of arming in 
exchange for diamonds, was guilty of horrendous atrocities: murder, rape and the systematic mutilation of 
tens of thousands of civilians by hacking off their feet or hands with machetes and axes.  
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Lamin Jusu-Jarka, chairman of Sierra Leone's War Affected Amputee Association, had both his arms 
hacked off during the conflict.  
 
He says he would be happy as long as Mr Taylor faces justice, wherever that may be.  
 
"That man is a great enemy to our country. If people see him here, they will want to kill him," said 
Freetown taxi-driver Gibrilla.  
 
Sierra Leonean Justice Minister Frederick Carew is more diplomatic, but just as keen to see Mr Taylor 
face justice.  
 
"From the evidence we have, he used our diamonds to fuel the war and cause untold hardship to our 
nation," he said.  
 
And yet he retains considerable popularity in his home country.  
 
James Bleetan, editor of the New Standard newspaper, says if Mr Taylor had contested the Liberian polls, 
he would have won easily - as he did in the previous elections in 1997.  
 
Support  
 
None of the 22 candidates to replace Mr Taylor was eager to mention him during the campaign, not 
wanting to commit themselves either way for fear of alienating either the international community or 
potential voters.  
 
Even the leader of what was once Mr Taylor's ruling National Patriotic Party, Roland Massaquoi, tried to 
keep quiet.  
 
But his party members showed their true feelings during their rally, chanting: "Our pappy, dat dey carry, 
dey go bring back" - Liberian English for "Our leader, who they took away, will be brought back".  
 
But seeing him arrested as soon as he set foot on Liberia soil and sent off to Sierra Leone in handcuffs is 
not what they had in mind.  
 
After taking office in January, Liberia's President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf said reconstruction and 
development were her priority, not Mr Taylor.  
 
Yet only two months later, it emerged that she had formally asked Nigeria, where Mr Taylor had gone into 
exile, to extradite him.  
 
Some suspect that she came under strong pressure from the international community, particularly the US, 
to answer the Taylor question once and for all.  
 
Turning him over for trial in The Hague just might be acceptable to all concerned, and allow both Liberia 
and Sierra Leone to concentrate on the huge task of rebuilding their shattered nations.  
 
Story from BBC NEWS: 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hi/africa/4345120.stm 
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Reuters 
31 March 2006 
 
Sierra Leone court wants to try Taylor in Hague 
 
By Victoria Averill and Christo Johnson 
 
FREETOWN, March 30 (Reuters) - A U.N.-backed war crimes court wants to shift the trial of ex-
Liberian President and feared warlord Charles Taylor to the Netherlands because of security 
concerns, it said on Thursday. 
 
Taylor, 58, was flown in handcuffs to Sierra Leone on Wednesday to face 11 counts of war 
crimes at the U.N.-backed court stemming from Sierra Leone's 1991-2002 civil war. 
 
Charges against him include mutilations and sexual slavery. He is also accused of receiving 
diamonds to support Sierra Leone rebels who often hacked off limbs or raped their victims. 
 
Taylor will be the first former African president to appear before an international court when his 
initial hearing is held in Freetown on Monday or Tuesday, a court official said. It was earlier 
announced for Friday but was later put back. 
 
Taylor will be asked how he pleads to the charges. 
 
Court President Justice A. Raja N. Fernando wants the trial switched to the Hague, where it could 
use the modern facilities of the new International Criminal Court (ICC). 
 
The request cited fears the trial of Taylor, who still has supporters in neighbouring Liberia, could 
provoke unrest in both of the small and war-ravaged west African states. 
 
Court chief prosecutor Desmond de Silva stressed it was just a change of venue and it would "be 
the Special Court for Sierra Leone sitting in The Hague". 
 
The Dutch Foreign Ministry and the ICC were considering the request made on Wednesday, the 
day Taylor was delivered by U.N. forces to Freetown after being deported from Nigeria. 
 
Newly elected Liberian President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, who has said Taylor should not face 
justice in a "hostile" venue, on Thursday also backed a move "to a more conducive environment 
such as ... The Hague". 
 
FAMILY OPPOSES 
 
Taylor's family said it opposed the transfer of his trial to The Hague and were worried about his 
safety in Freetown. 
 
"The family ... doubts the ability of the Special Court to protect him," said a statement issued in 
Accra, Ghana, by his sister, Thelma Taylor Saye. 
 
A Dutch foreign ministry spokesman said there would have to be a legal basis for the Sierra 
Leone court to sit in The Hague, such as a U.N. Security Council resolution. Taylor would have 
to leave the Netherlands after a verdict. 
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In 1998, the Council endorsed a U.S.-British plan to put two Libyans on trial in the Netherlands, 
before Scottish judges, for the 1988 bombing of Pan Am flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland. 
 
Taylor made a run for freedom on Monday from his temporary exile in Nigeria, only to be 
captured on Wednesday and whisked to the Sierra Leone special court. 
 
Earlier, de Silva said if convicted Taylor faced a possible life term, but not the death penalty, 
which was forbidden under international criminal law. 
 
Taylor's exile in Nigeria was part of a 2003 peace deal to end a civil war in Liberia. 
 
Established in 2002, the ICC is investigating war crimes in Uganda, Sudan's Darfur region and 
the Democratic Republic of Congo. Its first trial is expected to start later this year. 
 
Taylor's trial in an ICC court room would help to raise the profile of an organisation still firmly 
opposed by the United States, which fears it will be used for politically motivated cases against its 
troops or citizens.  
 
(Additional reporting by Niclas Mika and Emma Thomasson in Amsterdam, Alphonso Toweh in 
Monrovia)  
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Ireland Online 
31 March 2006 
http://breakingnews.iol.ie/news/story.asp?j=177801158&p=y778xy864 
 
Charles Taylor trial in Africa 'too risky' 
 
Trial in Africa is too risky for a man accused of fomenting bloodshed across West Africa, international 
prosecutors said in requesting that Charles Taylor’s trial for crimes against humanity be moved to The 
Hague in the Netherlands. 
 
The former Liberian president is set to become the first African head of state tried for war crimes before an 
international court. He has been indicted on 11 counts for allegedly supporting a brutal rebel movement in 
Sierra Leone, Liberia’s neighbour to the north. 
 
He helped pioneer the use of child soldiers, often kidnapped from their parents and drugged, and his 
fighters are still believed to roam Guinea, Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast and Liberia. 
 
"(Taylor’s) mere physical presence back in the region could be disruptive and destabilising and we've 
heard reports that Sierra Leoneans are worried that his trial in particular could cause security problems,” 
said Edgar Chen, a lawyer with the Coalition for International Justice, yesterday. 
 
His first court appearance, expected to be at the UN-backed Special Court in Sierra Leone, won’t be before 
Monday, said Peter Andersen, a spokesman for the tribunal, which was convened to try those held most 
responsible for the horrors of Sierra Leone’s civil war. 
 
Andersen said court officials had requested the trial be moved. “But I wish to stress that it would be the 
Special Court of Sierra Leone sitting in The Hague,” he said. 
 
In the Netherlands, Dutch Foreign Ministry spokesman Dirk-Jan Vermeij said the Sierra Leone court's 
request that the Hague-based International Criminal Court host the trial ”says that holding Taylor’s trial 
outside Sierra Leone could help stability and peace in the region”. 
 
Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf also raised concerns about stability yesterday, saying in an 
address to her nation that The Hague would be a “more conducive environment” for Taylor’s trial than so 
close to Liberia, where many still support him. 
 
“The government wishes to make it abundantly clear that those who would try to use these circumstances 
as an excuse for insurrection to undermine the stability of the nation will be dealt with harshly, without 
mercy,” Sirleaf said. 
 
David Crane, the former chief prosecutor of the Sierra Leone court, said in an interview yesterday that 
security in Freetown was ample. 
 
But “Charles Taylor is the first sitting head of state ever to be indicted for war crimes (in Africa), and is 
second only behind Slobodan Milosevic, so people are a little bit nervous,” said Crane, who drew up the 
original indictment against Taylor. “Prudence is always an important part of justice, but justice will be 
done. So it’s not anything that is going to skew the results.” 
 
African leaders have been brought before international tribunals before: Jean Kambanda, prime minister of 
Rwanda at the beginning of that country’s 1994 genocide, pleaded guilty to genocide before a UN tribunal. 
He was Rwanda’s head of government. 
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United Nations  Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 30 March 2006 

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
 

03/30/2006 06:55:45  
Liberian leader wants change of venue for Taylor's trial  

MONROVIA, March 30, 2006 (AFP) - Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf Thursday said 
she would like that her predecessor, who is facing prosecution for crimes against humanity, 
be tried outside the fragile West African region. "We still expect a resolution from the UN 
Security Council that will allow for a change in venue to a more conducive environment such 
as the international court in the Hague," Sirleaf said in an address to the nation. The United 
States is pressing for the high profile crimes against humanity trial to be switched to The 
Netherlands. US President George W Bush said Wednesday moving the trial to The Hague 
would require a UN Security Council resolution, but added that Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice believed it could be passed "relatively quickly".  

 
EDITORIAL 03/30/2006 08:49:52 
A warlord brought to justice  

Source: Chicago Tribune (KRT)  

Mar. 30--When United Nations officials took Liberia's former president Charles Taylor into 
custody Wednesday in Nigeria; it marked a good day for the rule of law in a part of the world 
that has been all too familiar with the rule of despots. Taylor will make history--as the first 
former leader of an African state to face international justice on charges of crimes against 
humanity.  

 
03/30/2006 06:08:09  
Ex-Liberian President Charles Taylor's first court appearance 
may be Friday  
By CLARENCE ROY-MACAULAY 
Associated Press Writer                             

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone - The image of Liberia's one-time President Charles Taylor in 
handcuffs dominated Thursday's front pages in Sierra Leone, where he is to be tried for 
crimes against humanity stemming from his alleged support for rebels who raped and 
maimed during a civil war here. Prosecutors at the tribunal called the Special Court convened 
to try those held responsible for Sierra Leone's civil war said Taylor's first appearance, during 
which he would hear the charges against him and be asked to plea, could be as early as 
Friday. He is set to become the first-ever African head of state tried on war crimes charges 
by an international court.  

BBC Monitoring Africa, of The People (Kenya) 30 March 2006 
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Kenyan daily hails arrest of Liberia's Charles Taylor  

Text of editorial entitled ''Let the Taylors of Africa face Justice'' published by Kenyan 
newspaper The People on 30 March 

 Nigerian authorities deserve congratulations for their swift action in apprehending former 
Liberian President Charles Taylor, who had attempted to escape his extradition to face a war 
tribunal in Sierra Leone. The former president, who has been in exile in Nigeria, was seized 
on Tuesday [28 March] night by security forces on the border with Cameroon, about 600 
kilometers from where he has been living since 2003, under an agreement that helped to 
end Liberia's 14-year civil war.  

The Economist (UK) 29 March 2006 
P a p p y  p i n c h e d  
[Editorial]  
 
HE IS West Africa’s answer to Slobodan Milosevic. Just as the late Serbian leader was largely 
responsible for a series of dreadful wars that gripped the Balkans for a decade, Charles Taylor, 
the former president of Liberia, is blamed for civil wars in West Africa that killed hundreds of 
thousands of people. On Wednesday March 29th Nigerian police finally detained him as he 
attempted to flee over a border. Nigeria’s government now promises to deport him, almost 
certainly to Liberia. Mr Taylor, who is also a Baptist preacher and is known to many Liberians 
simply as “Pappy”, had lived in exile in a luxurious villa in the southern Nigerian town of 
Calabar, though not under official custody, since 2003. That year he left office in Liberia as a 
rebel army prepared to oust him, and as international pressure grew for him to be brought 
before a war-crimes tribunal for his part in fostering conflict next door in Sierra Leone 

International Clips on West Africa 

03/30/2006 06:32:43  
Netherlands says it received request to host Charles Taylor's 
war crimes trial  

Source: AP DataStream  

THE HAGUE, Netherlands - The special tribunal for Sierra Leone has asked the Netherlands 
to host Charles Taylor's war crimes trial, the Foreign Ministry said Thursday, a day after the 
former Liberian president was arrested. Foreign Ministry spokesman Dirk-Jan Vermeij said 
the Sierra Leone court had asked the International Criminal Court to make its facilities 
available for the trial. ICC officials were not immediately available for comment. 
03/30/2006 07:27:29  
 

Victims of Sierra Leone war rejoice at Taylor's arrest  

FREETOWN, March 30, 2006 (AFP) - Victims of Sierra Leone's gruesome rebel war Thursday 
hailed the arrest of Liberia's former president Charles Taylor, who is in UN custody in 
Freetown to face charges of crimes against humanity. Taylor was arrested Wednesday at the 
Nigerian border and taken to a detention center of the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra 
Leone, nearly three years after it indicted him for his alleged role in the 1990s rebel war 
against the government of Sierra Leonean President Ahmed Tejan Kabbah.  

 
 



 31

Local Media – Newspapers  
 
Taylor in Special Court’s Custody  
(Daily Observer, The Inquirer, The News, The Analyst, New Vision, Liberian Express, The Informer and 
The Evidence) 

• The Special Court for Sierra Leone yesterday took into custody former President 
Charles Taylor after he was arrested in Nigeria, returned to Liberia and was re-
arrested by UNMIL and sent to Freetown. Announcing Mr. Taylor’s arrival, Special 
Court Chief Prosecutor Desmond de Silva said it was a momentous occasion and an 
important day for international justice, the international community, and above all, 
the people of Sierra Leone. 

 
Taylor Loyalist Says Government Has Declared War  
(The Evidence) 

• Former National Patriotic Party Representative in the House Sando Johnson said in a 
Star Radio interview recently that the government’ request for the handover of former 
President Taylor to the Special Court for Sierra Leone meant that it had declared a 
war.He said that at the time that Liberia needed peace and security most it was not 
necessary to deal with the Taylor issue, which has the propensity to reverse gains 
made in the peace process.  

 
Nimba County Citizens Pledge Loyalty to Government  
 (Daily Observer and The Informer) 

• Reading a statement of support to President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf in Monrovia 
recently, Nimba County Superintendent Harrison Kanwea said that the people of 
Nimba denounced all forms of violence and any acts that could cause instability in the 
country. He said that the relationship that exists between former President Taylor and 
some citizens of Nimba County does not represent the vision and aspirations of the 
entire citizenry of the county.   

 
Government Reaffirms Commitment to Small Arms Commission 
(The News and The Analyst) 

• Foreign Minister George Wallace has reaffirmed government’s commitment to the 
creation of the Liberia National Commission on Small Arms, a Foreign Ministry press 
release said in Monrovia yesterday. 

 
 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 18:45 pm)  

 
President Makes New Appointments in Government 

• President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf yesterday appointed Pennoh Bestman as Roberts 
International Airport Deputy Managing Director for Administration, Richmond 
Anderson as Deputy Information Minister for Administration, Joseph Bowier as Liberia 
Produce and Marketing Corporation Deputy Managing Director and John Martin as 
National Housing Authority Board of Directors Chairman, an Executive Mansion press 
statement said. 

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
UNMIL Security on High Alert to Apprehend Taylor 

• According to journalists that covered the event, the United Nations Mission in Liberia 
(UNMIL) yesterday beefed up security around the Roberts International Airport in 
preparation for the arrival and transfer of Charles Taylor to the Special Court in Sierra 
Leone. 

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
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Former Liberian Leader Handed Over to Special Court for Sierra Leone 
 (Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 

 
Special Court for Sierra Leone Slashes Indictment Counts against Taylor 

• Speaking at a press conference in Freetown, Sierra Leone, yesterday, the Special 
Court for Sierra Leone Chief Prosecutor Desmond de Silva announced that the Court 
was reducing from 17 to 11 counts of the indictment against former President Charles 
Taylor. He did not specify the reason.   

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
Nigerian Leader Dismisses Alleged Conspiracy for Taylor’s Escape 

• Addressing a news conference in Washington, DC yesterday, Nigerian President 
Olusegun Obasanjo said that the arrest of former President Charles Taylor proved he 
had conspired with former President Charles Taylor to ensure his escape. President 
Obasanjo added that he had risked himself politically by hosting the former Liberian 
leader. 

(Also reported on ELBS Radio and Star Radio) 
 
ELBS RADIO (News monitored yesterday at 19:00 pm) 
 
House of Representatives Speaker Warns against Subversive Activities 

• House of Representatives Speaker Edwin Snowe has warned Liberians against 
subversive activities following the transfer of former President Charles Taylor to the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone. He noted that Mr. Taylor’s issue was an international 
one which the former Liberian leader must settle through the Court. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian 
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board 
or would like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi Armah at armahj@un.org. 

mailto:armahj@un.org
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Cocorioko website 
31 March 2006 
http://www.cocorioko.com/ 
 
TAYLOR'S TRIAL WILL OPEN A CAN OF WORMS THAT WILL STINK  
 
Captured Liberian rebel chieftain, Charles Taylor, will definitely open a can of worms in his 
testimony when his war crimes trials begin in the Hague where he will likely be tried after the 
request yesterday by the Special Court of Sierra Leone for the trial to be held there. During the 
rebel wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone, it had always been suspected that the successes of both 
Taylor's National Patriotic Front of Liberia ( NPFL) and Foday Sankoh's Revolutionary United 
Front ( RUF )  hinged on a intricate, delicate and well-coordinated web of both local and 
international conspirators.  
 
Both the NPFL  and the RUF  could not have made the astonishing headway the world saw 
without the help of people in high places. It is suspected that ministers of government, other 
highly-placed individuals like Paramount Chiefs and foreign business moguls and their agents 
within helped both rebel organizations conquer their respective countries.  
 
Sierra Leone was cheated of what could have been the most sensational trials ever in the country's 
history  when her own rebel kingpins Foday Sankoh and Sam Bockarie ( Mosquito) died suddenly 
while junta leader Johnny Paul Koroma vanished into thin air. In the case of Liberia, Taylor is 
still alive and so are his former Chief Lieutenants like Prince Yormie Johnson, who later broke 
away ,  Tom Woewiyou, Issac Musa, Col. Butt Naked ( who now claims to be a born-again 
Christian ), Edwin Snowe and others. Taylor and these men ( If they too get indicted or called as 
witnesses ) will definitely deliver bombshells because it is a known fact that Taylor's  and 
Sankoh's millions greased many palms in the most unlikely places. 
 
Our reporter in Monrovia , Jlateh Doe, said that news was rife that lots of Taylor's protégés in 
Liberia  had not been sleeping well since the capture of their boss. Taylor's supporters hold key 
positions in government and the Senate , public corporations and other government agencies. It is 
not possible for the now disgraced and humbled rebel chieftain to shield any of them who might 
have played  such a leading role in the invasion of Sierra Leone that they deserve to be indicted 
too.  
 
Taylor is also expected to implicate foreign countries with or without embassies in Liberia and 
Sierra Leone.  Taylor and Sankoh turned their struggles into fantastic money enterprises and it is 
suspected that their stunning achievements in gaining access to the rich diamond fields of Liberia 
and Sierra Leone could not have happened without the collaboration of people in high places.  
 
As some Liberians were joking yesterday, it is hoped that the LIBERIAN PAPAY  does not die 
unceremoniously like his counterpart in Sierra Leone , because the world needs to know the truth 
about the wars in Liberia and Sierra Leone. 
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LIBERIANS, SIERRA LEONEANS REJOICE AT TAYLOR'S ARREST  
 
Two nations and their West African neighbours who had tottered under the violence and carnage of 
Charles Taylor rejoiced yesterday when the former Liberian rebel kingpin and President was arrested and 
transferred to the Special Court in Freetown, Sierra Leone to face trial for alleged war crimes and crimes 
against humanity.  
 
News from both Liberia and Sierra Leone said that Taylor's arrest formed the main topic at street corners, 
bars, night clubs, in taxis and buses , everywhere after the anxiety in which he plunged both nations after 
his Monday escape from Calabar, Nigeria where he was enjoying his asylum from the Nigerian President, 
Olusegun Obasanjo.  
 
Taylor escaped after Nigeria's President Obasanjo caved in to international pressure and granted the 
request of Liberia's President , Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf  for him to be turned over to her government as she 
too was asked to do by the U.S.  government.  
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TAYLOR'S RUN-AWAY SHOW WAS SCUTTLED BY HIS  MONEY  
 
Charles Taylor disguised himself so well that he could have shown a clean  pair of heels, probably into 
Burkina Faso, through impoverished Chad without any hindrance. Nigerian territory could have been his 
only obstacle . Wearing a long , white gown and disguised as a Hausa Malllam, Taylor successfully went 
through Immigration without being suspected .But "Ah , money.....", as the Liberian Comic Drama  OUR 
PEOPLE, ONE PEOPLE would say : Money dah devil, Oh, my people. Money dah devil ".Taylor's run-
away show was scuttled by his own money. 
 
Throughout his life, nothing mattered to the former Liberian rebel leader and President than money. He 
escaped from Liberia while he was Dictator Samuel K. Doe's  Director-General of the General Service 
Agency ( GSA )  with millions of dollars , meant for purchase of essential government supplies or secret 
safe-keeping for Doe, according to various sources.  Taylor was so cunning Doe never succeeded in 
having him extradited from the U.S.  nor did the dictator get his money back.  
 
As rebel leader , Taylor turned what was originally a worthy venture to displace a dictator into a money-
making business, siphoning millions of dollars from foreign companies he made to trade in Liberia's 
diamonds, gold and logging enterprises in the territories he had captured. After that, he cast his eyes on the 
diamonds of neighbouring Sierra Leone and used Foday Sankoh and his satanic RUF  to rip the country of 
millions more dollars. Taylor had so many millions that money was his security .Well, not at the Nigeria/ 
Cameroon border where he was sensationally captured at dawn on Wednesday , after escaping from 
asylum in Calabar, Nigeria.   
 
Travelling in a brand-new SUV  he had just bought and with diplomatic licence plates, Taylor and his 
escaping party consisting of his driver and a young lady, described as one of his wives, arrived at the 
sleepy town of Gamboru-Ngalla in Borno State , which is a border hamlet close to Cameroon. He was so 
remarkably disguised the Immigration officers did not discover a thing that he was the international rebel 
chieftain and con man who had escaped from Calabar and plunged their country into a huge diplomatic 
mess that could have cost Nigeria dear in economic sanctions and other cutbacks from the international 
community .  
 
Once out of  Nigeria, it would have been difficult to capture Taylor . The other African nations he had to 
go through to get to his mentor, President Blaise Campaore in Burkina Faso , had nothing to lose and 
Taylor could have bribed his way through these desperately impoverished countries.  But Taylor did not 
contend with the advice of the crying  crookish Madingo businessman portrayed in the radio drama 
mentioned above that "MONEY DAH DEVIL. ". 
 
One of the Customs officers suspected that something was not right and decided , against all pleas, for the 
van to be searched .During the search, millions of dollars were allegedly found in the jeep, in sacks stacked 
in the boots. The discovery  sparked  serious suspicions and more investigations and  Taylor was called in 
and grilled during which it was discovered that he was in disguise and was no Hausa Mallam but the 
escaped war crimes suspect TAYLOR HIMSELF.  
 
What happened to the money has not been disclosed .An earlier report that the driver and the lady pulled 
off after Taylor was taken in for questioning proved false .They were all nabbed . THUS ENDED THE 
ESCAPE ODYSSEY OF THE MAN WHO THOUGHT MONEY WAS EVERYTHING. HE WAS 
GULLOTINED BY HIS OWN MONEY.  
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