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Local News 
 
US Provides $2 Million to Fund Special Court / Independent Observer 
 
Time is Running Out / The Monitor 
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Independent Observer 
Wednesday, 31 October 2012 
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The Monitor 
October 2012 Edition 
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The Leiden Lady (Rotary Blog) 
Wednesday, 31 October 2012 
 
A big week of War Crimes Proceedings 
 
The theme of this week so far has been International Criminal Law and War Crimes prosecutions... not 
least because I have had over 9 hours worth of classes on the subject, but also because I have had the 
amazing opportunity to go and watch some proceedings and meet some very interesting individuals who 
are directly involved in the trials. 
 
On Monday, my class went on an excursion to the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former 
Yugoslavia to watch the Ratko Mladić trial. Mladić is quite a notorious Bosnian-Serb indictee of the 
Tribunal who was arrested in May 2011. He is accused of participating in a Joint Criminal Enterprise with 
other notables such as Radovan Karadižić to permanently remove Bosnian Muslims and Bosnian Croats 
from the claimed areas of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Most importantly, he is accused of orchestrating the 
mass executions of thousands of men and boys at Srebrenica and forceably removing the remaining 
women and children from the area in 1995. A fact profile of the Mladić case can be found here: 
http://www.icty.org/x/cases/mladic/cis/en/cis_mladic_en.pdf. 
 
The Tribunal itself is a fascinating place to visit and, as my old stomping ground from a couple of years 
ago, it was great to return for a look. The Presiding Judge on the Mladić Trial is Dutch Judge Alphons 
Orie, who I worked for on my internship. He is assisted by German Judge Christoph Flügge, and South 
African Judge Bakone Justice Moloto. After the proceedings, our class had a question and answer session 
with Judge Orie, in which he spoke at length about his experiences at the Tribunal, the nature of 
international criminal law and the future of the Tribunal. It is truly amazing to see how much the Tribunal 
has accomplished since its establishment in 1993. The enormity of the task of indicting, prosecuting and 
convicting war criminals and the sheer volume of evidence and resources involved is quite astounding.  
 
Here is a photo of our group at the Tribunal: 
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Then this evening, I attended my weekly Rotary meeting with The Hague Metropolitan. I had the pleasure 
of introducing our guest speaker, Solomon Moriba. Mr Moriba is a Sierra Leonean broadcast journalist, 
who has worked extensively for national and international media covering the 10-year Sierra Leone civil 
war. In 2007 he was appointed as the Outreach/Press and Public Affairs Officer for the Special Court of 
Sierra Leone here in The Hague. He gave a fascinating presentation on the work of the Court and his role, 
particularly in the Charles Taylor Trial.  
 
Charles Taylor is the Former President of Liberia who was indicted by the Court in 2006 for his 
involvement in the civil war in Sierra Leone. He is particularly noted for his role in exchanging arms and 
munitions for 'blood' diamonds from the rebel army, the Revolutionary United Front. The Sierra Leonean 
conflict is truly one of the most horrific, famous for the use by the rebel forces of child soldiers, sexual 
violence and forced amputations against the civilian population. Mr Moriba spoke of his personal 
experiences in the conflict when the rebel forces invaded New Town. It was a very moving presentation 
and a true privilege to be in the audience. 
 
More information about the Special Court for Sierra Leone and the Charles Taylor Proceedings can be 
found at: http://www.sc-sl.org 
 

 


