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The News (Liberia) 
Thursday, 31 January 2008 
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The Inquirer (Liberia) 
Friday, 1 February 2008 
 
I Will Only Testify If - Moses Blah  
 
By Patrick K. Wrokpoh 
 
"I do not have any intention to testify against anybody in Liberia except I am forced to or If the law 
demands me to do so, but for me to voluntarily get up and say I am going to testify against any body in 
this country for any reason, it will not be so."  
 
The above were the direct response of former Liberian President, Moses Blah when he spoke to this paper 
yesterday.  
  
Answering a question as to whether he would take up the offer should he be called by the prosecution 
counsel at the Sierra Leonean Special War Crime Court sitting in the Hague, to testify against his former 
boss, President Charles G. Taylor who is now facing trial in the Hague for allegedly committing war 
crimes and other crimes against humanity and against the people of Sierra Leone.  
 
News report that surfaced earlier this week claimed that some unknown persons have issued threat on the 
life of the former President. The report alleged that an anonymous leaflet, which was reportedly 
discovered at the residence of the former President threatened to have him assassinated should he agree to 
testify against former indicted Liberian President, Charles Taylor.  
 
But when he spoke to this paper yesterday on these alleged claims, former President Blah in response to a 
question from this paper as to whether he was ever contacted to testify against former President Taylor 
said, "No, nobody has requested me to do so."  
 
Asked whether he had any intention to do so, former President Blah said, "Not at all." He confirmed that a 
leaflet was discovered around his residence but added that he does not know where such threats have 
come from.  
 
The former Care- Taker President, who took over the mantle of authority of the country after former 
President Taylor resigned and was taken into exile in Nigeria, said at the moment an investigation was 
ongoing to determine the source of the leaflet. Asked whether there is much security being provided to 
protect his life from the alleged threat, Mr. Blah said he was heavily guided because as he put it, soldiers 
of UNMIL and personnel of the Special Security Services (SSS) among others are stationed at his 
residence to provide him with security.  
 
According to him these security forces have been at his residence ever since he turned over the Presidency 
providing him with security protection stressing that this has been so, because he, as an individual who 
played a key role in pursuing former government of Liberian fighters to disarm, it was suspected that one 
day, he could be targeted.  
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Thursday, 31 January 2008 
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The Inquirer (Liberia) 
Friday, 1 February 2008 
 
Prince Johnson Sets Condition To Appear Before TRC  
 
By Morrison O.G. Sayon 
 
Prince Johnson, former leader of the defunct National Patriotic Front of Liberia (INPFL) now Nimba 
County Senior Senator, says he is prepared to appear before the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
(TRC) only if those who instigated the 1980 coup d'etat and killed President Tolbert are made to appear 
before the Commission.  
 
Reacting to a statement from the TRC that he failed to appear before the TRC to explain about the death 
of Samuel K. Doe, Sen. Johnson stated emphatically that at no time did he refuse to appear before the 
TRC. He wondered, "How can I appear before the Commission when no one has accused me yet?"  
  
The Nimba County Senior Senator then noted, "If I do not appear before the TRC, my character will be at 
stake. I'm willing to appear only if my name is called by victims but not people from the TRC who want 
to cause problem in this country."  
 
He said prior to its hearing, the TRC sent out statement takers to every part of the country and even 
abroad to hear from people who were grossly affected by the war and now that the TRC has opened 
officially, they are expecting these victims to come out with names of those who carried out those 
atrocities in the country.  
 
"If I refuse to appear before the Commission whenever my name is called then I will be putting my future 
and character at stake but if my name is called then I will appear to defend my character," Sen. Johnson 
said. He said it should not be the TRC to cite him for the death of the late President Doe when in fact he 
has since reconciled with the Doe family.  
 
He further noted, "There were other people who came before me and killed President Tolbert, many of 
them are in government today, why is it that the TRC is not inviting these people to explain their role in 
the death of President Tolbert and the execution of the thirteen government officials who were all 
civilians?  
 
He then wondered, "There are people who constituted the 17 men of the AFL who killed Tolbert that 
morning who are in the very Legislature that I'm in presently, why is the TRC not talking about inviting 
these people? The TRC talked about investigating matters from 1979, why are they now starting from the 
90s?  
 
Sen. Johnson said the families of Doe who are victims should have complained to the TRC but have 
forgotten about the matter. "If you are interested in the death of Doe, why are you not interested in 
Tolbert's death? He said the people of Nimba County are unhappy about his name being in the media by 
the TRC noting, "The people of Nimba were the direct victims under the Doe regime. They were killed in 
their numbers by the Doe government and I came to redeem my people."  
 
"If the TRC is interested in knowing the death of a sitting president, let them start from Tolbert. Let the 
Tolbert people begin to appear and explain their roles in his death then I will have no choice but to also 
appear before the Commission," the former rebel general added.  
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Sen. Johnson stated further that his appearance before the TRC will cause many big names to come out. 
He added that it was an international conspiracy that led to the death of Doe. He said the death of Doe was 
initiated by the international community and Liberian politicians as well as Church leaders in the country.  
 
Sen. Johnson disclosed that the international community including the then UN Secretary General, OAU 
(now AU), Chairman and the ECOWAS Chairman were all in The Gambia to form an interim government 
when in fact Doe was still a sitting president.  
 
Sen. Johnson said he was being used by ailing Archbishop, Michael Francis and some Liberian politicians 
to remove President Doe so as to make way for former interim President, Amos Sawyer.  
 
In conclusion, Sen. Johnson said, "I'm a target; this is witch-hunting and I will resist it; you can put rope 
on my neck and hang me but I will never appear when others who should have appeared before my turn 
have not been invited."  
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The Sunday Times (UK) 
Sunday, 3 February 2008 
 
School report shoots holes in boy soldier’s bloody memoir  
 
Bryan Appleyard  
 
DOCUMENTS found on Friday at a school in Sierra Leone may destroy the credibility of a best-selling 
book by a child soldier in the 1990s civil war.  
 
The discovery is the latest in a series of revelations casting doubt on the story told in Ishmael Beah’s A 
Long Way Gone, which has sold 650,000 copies in the United States and has just come out in paperback 
in Britain. The book is a brilliant account of the war through the eyes of a child and has become the 
primary text of campaigners against using children in war.  
 
Beah, 27, who has become a Unicef advocate, said he stood by his story. “I don’t worry about it. For me, 
my story is accurate and I presented it accurately and I stand by it. I’m not worried about it.”  
 
Speaking before the emergence of the latest document, he indicated the attacks were motivated by 
jealousy. “If you go round waving a book in Sierra Leone and asking, ‘Who knows this person?’, 
somebody is going to say, ‘Of course, that’s my son or could be my brother’.”  
 
His story began in January 1993 when his village, Mattru Jong, was attacked by rebel forces. Beah, then 
aged 12, escaped into the bush. He spent almost a year on the run before being handed an AK-47 by a 
government commander. He was 13 and for the next two years massacred his way around the country, 
high on various drugs.  
 
Asked last week how many people he had killed, he said: “I’ve no idea. I really don’t know. I was in it for 
quite some time; each day of the war, we were fighting or there were exhibition killings. When we 
captured prisoners, it wasn’t like real war, where you take them to prison. We lined them up and . . . It 
was a way of indoctrinating new recruits.”  
 
The new documents, obtained by Peter Wilson, a London-based correspondent of the newspaper The 
Australian, are academic records of Beah’s school. They show his marks for the period ending March 
1993, indicating that he did not leave the school when he said he did.  
 
They seem to confirm what Wilson had already discovered - that the attack on Mattru Jong actually took 
place in January 1995. Since Beah is known to have been picked up by Unicef in January 1996, he can 
have been on the run and/or been a soldier for only a year.  
 
Wilson has also investigated an account in the book of a fight between boys from rival factions at a 
Unicef rehabilitation centre in Freetown that reportedly ended with six dead. Unicef has been unable to 
find evidence of such an incident. But it said it was “not aware of any discrepancies in Ishmael’s story. It 
is our view that even one day as a child soldier is one day too many”.  
 
Beah said: “Whose word do they [the press] have for saying it didn’t happen? They said there was an 
official in government who said he didn’t want to disclose his identity. They said if this thing happened 
they would have known about it. Then I think to myself – Sierra Leone, do they know how many children 
were killed in the war? Does the government know or care about that? Of course not.”  
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Wilson suggests that “at every step of the way Ishmael was given incentives to exaggerate”. In Freetown a 
Unicef nurse encouraged him to tell his story and rewarded him with a Walkman. He won a trip to New 
York in 1996 with his graphic descriptions of life in the war. There he met Laura Simms, a writer he now 
calls his mother, who helped him to make his narratives more vivid. Finally, while he was studying at 
Oberlin college in Ohio, a creative-writing teacher spotted his literary gifts.  
 
Beah is angry about the inquiries into his story. His father was killed in the fighting and he points out that 
reports that his father was still alive were found to be false.  
 
“They never actually apologised for dragging me through that emotional thing . . . Every other day now, I 
go on The Australian’s website and they have a new instalment. This is what I think: they went and they 
didn’t find anything so they tried to find something else just to discredit me.”  
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The Jakarta Post.com 
Monday, 4 February 2008 
 
The possibility of indicting Soeharto after his death  
 
Jennie S. Bev, San Francisco Bay Area 
 
Soeharto has died after more than 20 days of being hospitalized. While his family members, close friends 
and cronies are expressing their grief, more than one million people who have lost loved ones are waiting 
anxiously for the news that he -- even after his death -- will be held accountable for his alleged crimes 
against humanity: the genocide of at least 500,000 during the 1960s, 183,000 during the East Timor 
occupation and 100,000 in West Papua.  
 
This 86-year old former dictator of Indonesia, who had ruled for 32 years, was very impressive. Not one 
entity in the world has been successful in bringing him and his allies to justice for all the wrongdoings he 
allegedly committed against humanity.  
 
In Javanese tradition, a leader's charisma stays until, or even after, he has died. It is common knowledge 
that many Indonesian leaders, particularly politicians, who belong to this ethnicity practice kejawen, 
Javanese mysticism.  
 
Mystical reasons aside, there were and are political and legal obstacles to bringing Soeharto to justice.  
 
First, due to his influential power during the New Order, he was able to maintain ad nauseam charismatic 
influence after he had been removed from power. Current political leaders lack the political will to bring 
him to justice, reportedly due to his "generosity" and "ability to win friends" by sharing wealth and 
engaging in other political maneuvers. In short, if they had brought him down, they would have brought 
themselves down too.  
 
Second, he escaped a series of Indonesian criminal lawsuits since 2000 for his alleged grand corruption 
acts, on the grounds of ill health. No domestic impartial investigative commission or truth commission to 
create an authoritative record of his responsibility for crimes against humanity has been formed either. 
And it is common knowledge the Indonesian judiciary requires a major overhaul due to its impotence and 
corrupt officials.  
 
Now, with more impossibilities than possibilities to have Soeharto prosecuted for his alleged crimes 
against humanity, there is still a light at the end of the tunnel provided there is a moral force strong 
enough to pressure international law bodies to take part.  
 
In general, there are two courts with jurisdiction to prosecute such cases: the International Criminal Court 
and the International Tribunal Court. The former is a permanent court, while the latter is an ad hoc.  
 
The International Criminal Court, which was established on July 1, 2002, following the signing of the 
Rome Statute by 102 countries, including Indonesia, is the first choice, provided that it would apply to 
Soeharto's case.  
 
Unfortunately, it does not apply retroactively, which precludes it from prosecuting any crimes occurring 
prior to 2002, even though it is currently conducting investigations in Congo, Darfur, Sudan and Uganda. 
Indonesia intends to ratify the Rome Statute this year to serve as a deterrent for future crimes.  
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The International Tribunal Court, an ad hoc court formed under the supervision of the United Nations 
Security Council, might be the last hope. On Jan. 22, 2008, Michael P. Scharf, a member of the 
international team of experts that provided training to the judges of the Iraqi High Tribunal, and also a 
trainer of judges and prosecutors of the UN Cambodia Genocide Tribunal and a professor and director of 
Frederick K. Cox International Law Center at Case Western Reserve University, said, "Since Nuremberg, 
where Adolf Hitler's deputy, Martin Bormann, was prosecuted though he was already dead, international 
law has frowned on prosecutions in absentia".  
 
He added that the best solution would probably be to set up an international and domestic investigative 
commission or truth commission to create an authoritative detailed record of his crimes against humanity. 
Alternatively, after his demise, such records could be used against his chief lieutenants. As such, trials 
would reveal Soeharto's involvements in ordering or condoning their actions.  
 
Ad hoc tribunals have been formed for the former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone and Cambodia, 
which can be used as a model for Soeharto's case.  
 
The road to hold Soeharto accountable for his alleged crimes against humanity is an uphill one. The light 
at the end of the tunnel, however, can be magnified by concerned citizens of the world who work together 
in pressuring the UN Security Council and Indonesia's current president and new president, whoever 
comes to power after the 2009 election, to listen to their consciences and set a precedent that such titanic 
atrocities will not happen again in Indonesia and the world.  
 
The writer is a columnist, doctoral candidate, former law lecturer and a graduate of the University of 
Indonesia law school. She can be reached at jenniesbev.com. 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 8 January 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 8 January 2008 
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The News (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 8 January 2008 
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The Informer (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 8 January 2008 
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Daily Observer (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 8 January 2008 
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The Analyst (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 8 January 2008 
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The Liberian Diaspora (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 8 January 2008 
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The Independent (Liberia) 
Tuesday, 8 January 2008 
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The Inquirer (Liberia) 
Thursday, 10 January 2008 
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The News (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 9 January 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 9 January 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 9 January 2008 
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The Inquirer (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 9 January 2008 
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Heritage (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 9 January 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Thursday, 10 January 2008 
 

 



 37

 



 38

 



 39

The News (Liberia) 
Thursday, 10 January 2008 
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Daily Observer (Liberia) 
Thursday, 10 January 2008 
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The Monitor (Liberia) 
Thursday, 10 January 2008 
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The Inquirer (Liberia) 
Thursday, 10 January 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 16 January 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 16 January 2008 
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National Chronicle (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 16 January 2008 
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National Chronicle (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 16 January 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Thursday, 17 January 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Thursday, 17 January 2008 
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National Chronicle (Liberia) 
Thursday, 17 January 2008 
 



 56

New Democrat (Liberia) 
Friday, 18 January 2008 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Monday, 21 January 2008 
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The News (Liberia) 
Monday, 21 January 2008 
 

 

 
 


