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The Patriotic Vanguard 
Tuesday, 2 October 2007 
 
CDF Sentencing Postponed – Again 
 
Commentary 
 
By Alfred Munda SamForay 

Sentencing in the CDF Accused trial has once again been postponed to 

next Tuesday October 9, 2007. The on-again, off-again sentencing was 

originally scheduled for Monday, September 24, then postponed to today, 

Monday October 1 according to the court’s own calendar. Family and 

supporters of Second Accused, Moinina Fofana, and Third Accused, Dr. 

Alieu Musa Kondewa, have now been informed that the sentencing has 

again been postponed another week. No reason has so far been given for 

the postponement. 

Mr. Fofana and Dr. Kondewa were both found guilty August 2, 2007 on four counts each of 

violations of protocols of war under Article III Common to the Geneva Conventions and 

Additional Protocols collectively known as war crimes. Additionally, Dr. Kondewa was 

found guilty on one count of international humanitarian laws for recruitment and enlistment 

of child soldiers. Neither of the CDF Accused was found guilty of the most serious offence 

of Crimes Against Humanity. The lone Sierra Leonean jurist on the Trial Chamber, Professor 

Roslo Bankole Thompson, rejected the majority verdict with a strongly worded dissenting 

opinion in favour of a not-guilty verdict for the CDF Accused. His two foreign colleagues, 

Canadian jurist, Pierre Boutet, and Cameroonian, Benjamin Mutanga Itoe, ruled against the 

CDF. 

The prosecutor on September 24 asked the court for a thirty-year prison sentence for each of 

the CDF leaders. Counsels for Dr. Kondewa and Mr. Fofana, Charles Francis Margai and 

Michael Pestman, respectively, had asked the court for lighter sentences including four years 

for Fofana and three years for Kondewa. The three-judge Trial Chamber was to have ruled on 

those motions today. 
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Despite all the predictions and assurances by Sierra Leone government and some diplomatic 

officials, it is quite evident based on the guilty verdict for the remaining CDF Accused that 

had he lived to see the final verdict, former CDF National Coordinator, Chief Sam Hinga 

Norman, would also have been found guilty of war crimes and possibly other offenses. Chief 

Norman and the government-sponsored Sierra Leone Civil Defence Forces (CDF) twice took 

up arms alongside the West African defense force, ECOMOG, to restore the now defeated 

and disgraced SLPP government of President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah, who later turned 

Norman and the CDF over for prosecution for war crimes and crimes against humanity. 

Members of Kabbah’s government, possibly including Kabbah himself, were over the 

weekend ordered by newly elected President, Ernest Bai Koroma, not to give any thoughts 

about leaving the country without prior clearance by the Inspector General of Police. Perhaps 

it is a matter of poetic justice that Tejan Kabbah and his ministers are now subject to 

restricted movement similar to, though not as constrained, as the people whom they betrayed 

to foreigners. 

Meanwhile, the Hinga Norman family through its representative, Rev. Alfred SamForay, has 

submitted a formal request to the court for the expeditious return of all personal effects of the 

Late Chief that are believed to be in the custody of the court or detention officials. These 

include the Command Staff of the Kamajors taken by the court during the trial supposedly 

for evidentiary purposes. The family is also seeking the return by any person or persons of all 

such personal and official objects that may be of historical significance to be preserved for 

posterity. All such items are to be returned to the family’s sole designated custodian, Mr. 

Mohamed Lansana Jawara, of New England, Freetown. 

Alfred Munda SamForay 

CDF Defence Fund. 

Photo: Alfred Munda SamForay. 

Editor’s Note: We have been informed by the Special Court that the delay or postponement is 

to give the defense sufficient time to present their final arguments. 
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                                United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 3 October 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

10/03/2007 05:58:58  
Mano River Resources says to progress Putu project 
after positive report  

LONDON (Thomson Financial) - Exploration and development company Mano River 
Resources Inc said it will progress its Putu Range Iron Ore project in eastern Liberia 
after positive conclusions of an independent technical report. The company also said it 
plans to start a 4,000 meter resource and grade delineation drilling programme in the 
fourth quarter of this year.  
 

International Clips on West Africa 

Ivory Coast PM vows pre-vote ID scheme will be clean  

ABIDJAN, Oct 3, 2007 (AFP) - Ivory Coast's prime minister has allayed fears that a 
contentious pre-poll population identification scheme to update voters rolls ahead of long 
delayed elections could be fraught with fraud. Prime Minister Guillaume Soro assured the 
restive population that strict measures had been put in place to ensure that the crucial 
exercise renewed in the West African country will be free of chicanery.  

Local Media – Newspaper      

New AFL Soldiers Complete Combat Medic Training 
(The Inquirer, The News, Daily Observer and The Informer) 

• Nineteen members of the first batch of the new Armed Forces of Liberia have 
completed the required training as combat medics. The soldiers are due to be 
assigned at the John F. Kennedy Medical Center and the Edward B. Kessely 
Medical Clinic to get adjusted to the treatment of patients and other practical 
work as combat medics. 

• According to the Chief of Office Defense Cooperation at the US Embassy near 
Monrovia, Col. William Wyatt, the 19 soldiers were selected for the training based 
on their performance in the aptitude test administered to them.  

 
UNMIL Force Commander Reaffirms Mission’s Commitment 
(The News and Public Agenda) 

• Speaking in Sinje during a handover ceremony where Pakistani UN Peacekeepers 
assumed the security responsibilities previously handled by the Namibian 
Contingent, UNMIL’s Force Commander Lt. Gen. Chikadibia Obiakor reassured the 
people of Grand Cape Mount County of the mission’s commitment to sustaining 
the peace and security across the country.  
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Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)  

New AFL Soldiers Attach to Medical Centers 
(Also reported on Truth FM, Sky FM and ELBS Radio) 

 
President Sirleaf Challenges Churches to Lead Moral Lives 

• Addressing the closing session of a Church National Leadership Conference, 
President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf challenged Church leaders and churches in Liberia 
to set moral standards and practice what they preach by living exemplary lives. 
She stressed that people look up to the Church for moral authority and 
credibility. The Liberian leader encouraged Church leaders to point out the 
wrongs in Government. 

• Information Minister Laurence Bropleh earlier lamented that large numbers of 
Church members live in poverty while churches were amassing huge bank 
accounts with interest accrue on Church monies, pointing out Methodist, Catholic 
and Baptist Churches have monies in the Banks that they give as loans to 
foreigners mainly Lebanese and not ordinary Liberians.   

(Also reported on Truth FM, Sky FM and ELBS Radio) 
 
Senate take Exception to Ministry’s Call for Accountability 

• During its Plenary Session, the House of Senate described as a “gross 
insubordination” a Finance Ministry letter requesting members of the Senate to 
account for allowances they received from the Ministry, and has directed its 
Committee on Ways, Means and Finance to invite Finance Ministry officials to 
explain why members of the Senate should account for the use of the allowances. 

• The Senate said that the Finance Ministry authorities’ request is an “insult to the 
First Branch of Government” stressing that the House is neither answerable nor 
accountable to the Executive Branch of Government. 

(Also reported on Truth FM, Sky FM and ELBS Radio) 
 
UN Peacekeepers Commit to Ensuring security 

• UNMIL Force Commander Lt. /Gen. Chikadibia Isaac Obiakor assured the people 
of Grand Cape Mount County of the Mission’s commitment to sustaining the 
peace and security in the entire Country. 

• Speaking at a ceremony when the outgoing Namibian contingent handed over the 
security of Grand cape Mount County to the Pakistani Peacekeepers, Gen. 
Obiakor said that the Mission will institute careful planning and monitoring of the 
security situation so as not to risk the peace that has been achieved. 

• Recounting the valuable contributions of the Namibian battalion, Gen. Obiakor 
pointed out that the Namibians served Liberia and UNMIL in various capacities to 
ensure the safety of the communities they served. 

• The Commanding Officer of the Namibian Contingent, Lt./Col. Kondjeni Haikokola 
thanked the UN for giving the soldiers the opportunity to serve humanity. He 
expressed gratitude to the people of Liberia and Grand Cape Mount County in 
particular for the support during their tenure of duty. 

(Also reported on Truth FM, Sky FM and ELBS Radio) 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary 
and UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If 
you are unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content 
of the summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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UN Integrated Regional Information Networks 
Wednesday, 3 October 2007  
 
Cholera Deaths Surge  
 
 Freetown  

A deadly cholera epidemic has broken out in several regions of Sierra Leone.  

Since the first week of September at least 523 people have been infected in Kambia district in 
northern Sierra Leone close to the border with Guinea, and in the eastern town of Kenema, and 
Newton on the outskirts of the capital Freetown, according to the Ministry of Health.  

Cholera can be easily treated with a course of dehydration and local government 
authorities have been using FM radio to appeal to people to report cases of diarrhoea and 
vomiting to the nearest health centre.  

"We have the personnel and enough drugs to quickly and professionally intervene," The Kambia 
District medical officer Joseph Kandeh told IRIN.  

Nonetheless, 30 people died from the disease in September, the Ministry said.  

The district medical officer for Kenema, Yankuba Bah, said that people are reluctant to seek 
treatment when they get sick as they do not have confidence in public hospitals. "Most patients 
only visit government hospitals when they are in a precarious condition," he said.  

Bah also said that most of the people infected are women. They are more exposed to the disease, 
he said, because they fetch water from streams and work in crowded markets.  

Cholera and other waterborne diseases occur each year during the rainy season as heavy rains 
lead to the contamination of streams and wells from uncollected garbage and effluent. Last year, 
2,560 cholera cases were recorded in Sierra Leone during the rainy season between August and 
October, with 77 deaths.  

Less than 50 percent of people outside Freetown have access to clean water and toilets, according 
to the UN, and most depend on streams and rainfall for their drinking water.  

[ This report does not necessarily reflect the views of the United Nations ]  
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The Star (South Africa) 
Wednesday, 3 October 2007 
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