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Local News 
 
A Case For The Special Court / The Exclusive 
 
LAWCLA Launches Juvenile Justice Book / The Spark 
 
Bosnian Serb Jailed for 15 Years / The Spectator 
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International News 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
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The Exclusive 
Thursday, 5 April 2007 
 
A Case For The Special Court 
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The Spark 
Thursday, 5 April 2007 
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The Spectator 
Thursday, 5 April 2007 
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                               United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 4 April 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today. 

International Clips on West Africa 

Ivory Coast braces for two months of power cuts  
By Loucoumane Coulibaly  

ABIDJAN, April 3 (Reuters) - Ivory Coast faces disruptions to power supply over the next two 
months, which will affect neighbouring countries, as hydroelectric output dwindles and gas 
supplies dry up, a senior executive said on Tuesday. Kouadio Djaha, head of energy supply 
at the Ivorian Electricity Company, said the shortfalls would also have repercussions in 
Ghana, Togo, Benin and Burkina Faso which are connected to the Ivory Coast network.  
 

Local Media – Newspaper 

Lawmakers to Elect New Speaker on Thursday 
(Public Agenda, Daily Observer, National Chronicle, The Informer, The Inquirer, New Democrat and 
Heritage) 

• Members of the House of Representatives are gearing up to elect a new Speaker on 
tomorrow, Wednesday. The three contestants for the post are Edward Forh of the 
Congress for Democratic Change (CDC), Armah Sarnoh of the Liberty Party and Alex 
Tyler of the Liberia Action Party. The election follows the resignation of Speaker Edwin 
Snowe. 

 
University of Liberia Graduates 1,000 Students Today  
(Daily Observer) 

• The University of Liberia will today graduate more than 1,000 students with 
undergraduate and graduate degrees in various disciplines at the institution. The 
United States Ambassador to Liberia Donald Booth is expected to deliver the 
commencement address. 

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 6:45 pm) 

Key National University Passes out Graduates Today 
(Also reported on ELBC and Star Radio) 

 
Government to Handover Rubber Plantation to Concessionaire Today 

• Agriculture Minister, Dr. Chris Toe told reporters that the Government of Liberia 
would today, Wednesday; handover the Cocopa Rubber Company in Nimba County to 
the management of the Liberia Agriculture Company in Grand Bassa County after it 
had taken it over for three months in lieu of appalling security situation around the 
farm.  

(Also reported on ELBC and Star Radio) 
 
Major Rubber Plantation Workers Rival over Union Leadership 
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• A Radio Veritas correspondent said that confusion over which group heads the 
leadership of the Firestone Agriculture Workers Union (FAWU) with the Ministry of 
Labour rejecting a decision by the General Agriculture Workers Union (GAWU) to 
reinstate the suspended FAWU officials and contended that the interim management 
team of FAWU which the Ministry put in place,  would remain. 

• However, speaking at a news conference yesterday, Acting Labour Minister John 
Josiah said that soldiers of the United Nations Mission in Liberia who accompanied the 
“controversial” leadership to the reinstatement programme were ordered by him 
[Minister Josiah] to leave and that the exercise was aborted. 

• For his part, the Secretary-General of the Liberia Federation of Labour Unions, Mr. 
Isaac Williams thought GAWU had no authority to reinstate the suspended officials of 
FAWU and should refrain from actions to cause chaos. 

 
Government Transfers Motor Vehicle Division to Transport Ministry 

• In her remarks during the turning over to the Ministry of Transport of the Motor 
Vehicle Division of the Ministry of Finance, Finance Minister Antoinette Sayeh 
announcement that the Government would begin issuing drivers licenses to the 
public, attributing the delay to an intense bidding process which has been completed. 

• For his part, Transport Minister Jeremiah Sulonteh stated that the exercise to return 
the Motor Vehicle Division to the Transport Ministry was not about who wins, but was 
done purely to serve the Liberian people better, assuring that the Ministry would 
generate the needed revenue while the Ministry of Finance would collect the money in 
keeping with Government’s fiscal policy.     

(Also reported on ELBC and Star Radio) 
 
Star Radio (News culled from website today at 9:00 am) 
 
Solicitor-General Accuses Police of Torture 

• Commissioning a Police depot in Robertsport, Grand Cape Mount County, Solicitor-
General Taiwan Gongloe warned that any Police Officer found torturing Liberian 
citizens would be weeded out of the Police and called on officers of the Liberia 
National Police to dispense justice in accordance with the rule of law as a common 
mistake by a single police officer could drive away investors from the Country. Police 
Inspector Munnah Sieh encouraged the people of Cape Mount to report any incident 
of the police.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
 


