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Robin Vincent, the man who set up Sierra Leone's international war crimes tribunal, has said he will stand
down in the autumn but UN Secretary General Kofi Annan and several governments have begged him to
reconsider, a court spokesman told IRIN on Wednesday.

Vincent, a British court administrator, was appointed two years ago by the United Nations and has presided
over the construction of the Special Court, which was built from scratch to try those that bear the greatest
responsibility for atrocities committed during Sierra Leone's brutal 10-year civil war.

Vincent's resignation comes at a time when the court is waiting for its budget for the final year of its three-
year mandate to be approved and is examining ways to fund proceedings if they run past 2005.

A Western diplomat in the capital Freetown told IRIN Vincent had felt frustrated.

" think he felt he wasn't getting the support he needed from some quarters," the diplomat said. "It's no secret
that he was finding it difficult to run the court given the uncertainty of not having guaranteed finances."

Special Court spokesman Peter Andersen said Vincent had signalled his intention to leave during a senior
staff meeting in July, saying he would go in three months time.

"He's been prevailed upon by the Secretary General, the Sierra Leonean government, the British government
and others, who have all asked him to reconsider," Andersen added.

The Western diplomat said he was hopeful Vincent would change his mind.

Sierra Leone's Special Court went into the history books as the first international war crimes tribunal to sit
U.N.-appointed international judges alongside local judges at a court in the country where the atrocities took
place.

[t aimed to deliver justice cheaper and faster than tribunals for Rwanda and Bosnia and quickly indicted 11
people.

But funding has remained a key frustration. Just 33 of the 191 UN member countries had provided funds for
Special Court, and pledges made for the court's third year had had to be brought forward to cover the second

year of operations.

Court officials say the budget for the Special Court's final year is in the region of $28 million, bringing the
total cost for its three-year mandate to $80 million -- some $40 million less than is needed to run the

http://allafrica.com/stories/printable/200408040816.html 8/5/2004
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Rwanda war crimes tribunal for just one year.

Trials of government militia leaders from the Civil Defence Forces began in Freetown in June but then
adjourned so that the leaders of the rebel group Revolutionary United Front could appear in the dock in July.

The third group of indictees from the Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, a military junta that ruled Sierra
Leone from May 1997 to March 1998, is still awaiting trial because judges need to be recruited for the
second chamber.

Copyright © 2004 UN Integrated Regional Information Networks. All
rights reserved. Distributed by AllAfrica Global Media
(allAfrica.com).
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To B
Asylum
Canada

Gibril Massaquoi was not
indicted by the Special
Court, because the court
believes he could serve
as a key witness against
the three RUF men cur-
rently on trial.

Recently in Kono, an ex-
RUF fighter who was un-

1ted

der the command of Gibril
Massaquoi, revealed how the
latter led the attack on
Kambia in which scores of
school children were ab-
ducted and conscripted into
the rebel army, about 50 ci-
vilians kilied during the attack
and catholic nuns raped.
The Special Court knows all
of this but decided to grant
Massaquoi immunity from
prosecution on the condition
that helps with the
prosecution’s case.

He is not going to be a reli-

able witness because In
the last days of the RUF
his relationship with »séé
Sesay was strained after
he leamed iGp Zwitl

two installment on the pre-
text that the men have ve-
hicles for sale that were
down at the Port waiting to
be cleared. S
When pressure was
mounted on him, he sur-
faced in Freetown and
made an eight page state-
menttothe C.ILD. . %%
Now, he stands the
chance of being granted
asylum in Canada if after
lestifying in court, he feels
his life is threatened. This
agreement, we have been
told, has already been
signed i
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Wan Touch

With Joseph Komeh

The Special Court of Si-
erra Leone (SCSL),
which was established
following an agreement
signed between the gov-
emment of Sierra Leone
and the United Nations
on the [6™ January
2002, has been conduct-
ing its trials at the Trial
Chathbers of the new
court-house here in
* Freetown. But the court
" is now on a three-weeks
‘judicial break. The
court, an International
body that is independent
‘of afly government or
organisation, was estab-
lished to try those who
bear greatest responsi-
bility for war crimes and
crimes against humanity
committed in Sierra
Leone after the signing
of the Abidjan Peace
Accord on the 30" No-
vember 1996. The ac-
tual birth o fthe SCSL
came into being when its
first staff arrived in
. Freetown in July 2002,

T

whj‘ch saw subsequent
de gclopments like con-
struction of court build-
ings, s tatement taking,
and now trials amongst
other things:

A statement of the UN
Secretary General Kofi
Annan on the swearing
in of the eight judges,
three of whom were
appointed by the gov-
ernment of Sierra
Leone, described the
court as the first step on
the path to combating
impunity and addressing

accountability for the

shocking crimes com-
mitted in Sierra Leone.
The UN scribe ex-
plained further that it
was indeed the Security
Council that by way of
Resolution 1315 of 14
August 2000 which re-
quested him to negotiate
an agreement with the
government to create an
independent Special
Court. In that Resolu-
tion, the Sgcurity Coun-

.cil reaffirmed that per-

%:;

Of Two Years Operation And

Two Months Trials

sons who commit or
authorize serious viola-
tions of international hu-
manitarian law are indi-
vidually responsible and

doing very lptle or noth-
ing to exert pressure on
the Nigerian government
which, in flagrant viola-
tion of its obligations un-

The conrt, an International
Body that ig independent of
sny govessiment or
organigation, was esgtal-

gighed ¢o try thoge who

Boar greatest r@sponswwlty‘

for war erisnes and crimes
againgt fusnonity commit-
ted in Sicria leone

accountable for those
viglations, relying on the
international standards of
justice, fairness and due
process of law.

. Tronically though, the in-
ternational community is

der international law, is
betraying Siema

Leonean victims by

openly shielding former
Liberian  President
Charles Taylor who is

the court’s first indictee
e R TR

(but how I wish to be
wrong).

The ghosts of the thou-
sangs murdered walk
among us. T he tears of
the maimed, the mutilated
and the violated; their
families, our towns and
villages, districts and
country indeed ask for
the bringing to book those
who commit the ‘great-
est crimes’ against the
people of Sierra Leone.

As | write, eleven people
stand indicted. All but two
ofthe indictses - Charles
Taylor and Johnny Paul
Koroma — are in the cus-
tody of the Special Coun

in Freetown. The nine

now standing trial, though
individually charged,
have been grouped into
three separate trials. The
trials for CDF indiciees,
consisting of Chief Sam
Hinga Norman, Monina

glanan anf A
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Kondewa, commenced |
on June3, whilst that of -}
the RUF, ¢ onsisting of
Morris Kallon, Augustine
Gbao and Issa Sésay, be- ©
gan on July 5, 2004. The :
AFRC trial of Alex
Tamba B rima, S antigie
Borbor Kanu (55) and

Brima Bazzy Kamara is
due to commence in Sep-
tember.
The bottom line of this
whole UN- backed court -
is that it cannot i mpose :
the death penalty as a ;
military tribunal will do ;
butis otherwise limited in

deciding the length of |
sentences. It may how- -
ever order convicted de< -

_fendants. to scrve sen-

tences outside the coun:
try, possibly on another -
continent, and may also .
order forfeiture of any
nroceeds of their crimes. -

It Pays To ldveﬂbe
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£ UN News

Security Council urges States to cooperate with UN war crimes
tribunals

4 August 2004 — With United Nations war crimes tribunals for Rwanda and the former Yugoslavia processing
cases amid severe budget shortfalls, the Security Council today urged States support this effort and called on
the courts to complete their work by 2010.

Ambassador Andrey . Denisov of the Russian Federation, which holds the Council's rotating presidency for
August, read out a statement reaffirming support for the International Criminal Tribunal for the former
Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR).

He encouraged the two tribunals to meet the Council's completion strategy, which calls for the ICTR and
ICTY to wind up their investigations by the end of this year, finish all trials at the first instance by 2008, and
complete all work by 2010.

Welcoming recent commitments by the new Government in Serbia and Montenegro to cooperate with the
ICTY. Mr. Denisov said all States should comply, particularly Serbia and Montenegro, Croatia, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, and the Republika Srpska within Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Many of these States have at-large indictees, and the statement named former Bosnian Serb leader Radovan
Karadzic, former Bosnian Serb general Ratko Mladic and former Croatian general Ante Gotovina.

Referring to the ICTR, Mr. Denisov called for Rwanda, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) and the Republic of the Congo as States to intensify their cooperation, and named the former
businessman Felicien Kabuga as an indictee that should be brought before the court.

The statement also said the failure of some UN Member States to pay dues was "having a disruptive effect”

on the work of the tribunals. Currently, ICTY has a budget shortfall of over $81.6 million while the ICTR's
funding gap tops $50 million.

http://www.un.org/apps/news/printnews.asp?nid=11545 8/4/2004



UNMIL Daily Media Summary
Wednesday, 4 Aug 2004

Taylor Agrees to War Crimes Trial in Liberia
(Heritage)
o Quoting “credible diplomatic sources” in Nigeria, Heritage reported that
former President Charles Taylor has consented to appear before a United
Nations-backed war crimes court if the trial were to take place in Liberia.
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Panl Keroma
was drinicing a :
cckesoftdink  Johnny Paul Koroma,
inthe veranda  according to what he;

e

reportedly unaed, entered
Sierra Leoné Wednsday;
Cont'd page 6

o G S o P ST OV A 51
A-,L‘ordmg to THE
ADVOCATE’S, are
investigative reportar, based
i Makeni, Johnny Paul.
Koroma, was seen on the
night of Saturday, July 31
2004, 1n a house on
Rogbane Road, Makeni,

O R |
dressed in a long black
gown and cap on his head.
This" paper’s are
investigative reporter y
reportedly said that Johnmy . - Johnny Paul Koroma

AT
THE FUGITIVE Special Coart for Sierra Leone nmllcmee,.l@!umy Piml Kﬂa‘uma, Ev
bas stealthily entered Sierra Leone, according ¢ our Northern Providence . )

matelligence network. ' B

From front page that it wes just 8 matter of  and that only when he is dead.
time, for the operation... “no  thatthose who are pursuing hxm '
more Speciad Court for Siema will have respite. '
Leune™ to be l4unched; that Fearing detection, our ace

he is a professional soldier, mvmuganve reporter vamshed P

July 28, of this year, by way of
North Westem Cote d’lvoire,
Guinea, crossed into Sierra
Leone on the Guinea-Sierra
Leone border at Xono; then
proceeded to Koinadugu
District, and {inally landed in
‘Bombeli District; at Binkolo and
eventually, m a village called
Mebonkani, whcrc he Johnny
Paul Koroma, reportedly
confessed he was taking
cover. v

He, Johnny Paul Koroma,-
reportedly allegedly boasted
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Security Council
5016 Meeting (AM)

SECURITY COUNCIL, IN PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT, STRONGLY URGES YUGOSLAVIA,

RWANDA TRIBUNALS TO KEEP COMPLETION STRATEGIES ON TRACK

Tribunals Aim to Finish Trials by 2008;
CouncilStressesMemberState Cooperation Mandatory, Essential

The Security Council, in a presidential statement today, strongly urged the International Criminal
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia and the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda to remain on
track to meet the target dates of their completion strategies.

The Hague (Netherlands)-based Yugoslavia Tribunal and the International Criminal Tribunal for
Rwanda in Arusha, United Republic of Tanzania, are to complete investigations by the end of 2004, end
trials by 2008, and close down before the end of 2010. (For more background information, see Press
Release SC/8138 of 29 June.)

In the statement, read out by Council President Andrey I. Denisov (Russian Federation), the
Council stressed that the full cooperation of all States with the Tribunals was an essential element in
realizing the completion strategies. In that regard, the Council took careful note of the assessments of
the level of cooperation by the authorities of Serbia and Montenegro and the Republika Srpska, within
Bosnia and Herzegovina, with the Yugoslavia Tribunal. The Council called on all States, in particular
Serbia and Montenegro, Croatia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina — including the Republika Srpska -- to
intensify cooperation with the Tribunal, particularly in apprehending Radovan Karadzic, Ratko Mladic
and all other such indictees.

The Council also called on all States, especially Rwanda, Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the
Congo and the Republic of the Congo, to intensify cooperation with the Rwanda Tribunal, including on
investigations of the Rwandan Patriotic Army and efforts to apprehend Felicien Kabuga and all other
such indictees.

The Council, according to the statement, noted with concern that the shortfall in financial
contributions from Member States had a disruptive effect on the work of the Tribunals.

The meeting started at 10:06 a.m. and adjourned at 10:15 a.m.

Presidential Statement

The full text of presidential statement S/IPRST/2004/28 reads, as foliows:

“The Security Council takes note of the letter dated 21 May 2004 from the President of the
International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International
Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991 (ICTY) addressed to
the President of the Security Council (5/2004/420).

“The Security Council also takes note of the letter dated 30 April 2004 from the President of the
International Criminal Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Genocide and Other
Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of Rwanda and

http://www.un.org/News/Press/docs/2004/sc8163.doc.htm 8/4/2004
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Rwandan Citizens Responsible for Genocide and Other Such Violations Committed in the
Territory of Neighbouring States between 1 January and 31 December 1994 (ICTR) addressed to the
President of the Security Council (S/2004/341).

“The Security Council thanks the Presidents and Prosecutors of the ICTY and ICTR for these
assessments requested by its resolution 1534 (2004), as supplemented by their oral reports at the
4999th meeting of the Security Council on 29 June 2004.

“The Security Council reaffirms its support for the ICTY and the ICTR and welcomes the efforts
of both Tribunals to carry out their Completion Strategies. The Council strongly encourages the
Tribunals to undertake every effort to ensure that they remain on track to meet the target dates of the
Completion Strategies.

“The Security Council stresses that the full cooperation of all States with the Tribunals is not only
a mandatory obligation of all States under its resolutions 827 (1993) and 955 (1994) and the Statutes of
the Tribunals, but also is an essential element in realizing the Completion Strategies. In this regard, the
Council takes careful note of the assessments presented with respect to the level of cooperation by the
authorities of Serbia and Montenegro and the Republika Srpska within Bosnia and Herzegovina with the
ICTY. We welcome as well the commitments made by the new government in Serbia regarding
cooperation with the ICTY. The Council takes note of developments in Croatian and Rwandan
cooperation with the ICTY and ICTR, respectively.

“The Security Council reiterates its call on all States, especially Serbia and Montenegro, Croatia,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, and on the Republika Srpska within Bosnia and Herzegovina, to intensify
cooperation with and render all necessary assistance to the ICTY, particularly to bring Radovan
Karadzic and Ratko Mladic, as well as Ante Gotovina and all other such indictees to the ICTY.

“The Security Council reiterates its call on all States, especially Rwanda, Kenya, the Democratic
Republic of the Congo, and the Republic of the Congo, to intensify cooperation with and render all
necessary assistance to the ICTR, including on investigations of the Rwandan Patriotic Army and efforts
to bring Felicien Kabuga and all other such indictees to the ICTR.

“The Security Council notes with concern that the shortfall in financial contributions from
Member States is having a disruptive effect on the work of the Tribunals and urges Member States to
fulfil their commitments in a timely manner.

“The Security Council emphasizes the importance of the referral of cases involving lower and
intermediate rank accused to competent national jurisdictions in achieving the Completion Strategies,
and recalls the provisions of its resolutions 1503 (2003) and 1534 (2004), including the call for
assistance to ensure the success of this effort.

“The Security Council also notes the concerns expressed by the President of the ICTY on the
effect the expiry of the terms of Permanent Judges may have on case management and takes note of
the letter of 15 July 2004 from the Acting Legal Counsel bringing forward an invitation to Member States
to submit nominations for Permanent Judges of the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia
before 13 September 2004.

“The Security Council encourages further dialogue between the Tribunals and its Working Group
on matters of mutual concern.

“The Security Council will remain seized of the matter.”
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Sierra Leone to host mini summit on lvory Coast

FREETOWN, Aug 3 (AFP) - Sierra Leone President Ahmad Tejan Kabbah is to host on
Friday his counterparts from Mali, Ivory Coast and Burkina Faso at a one-day "peace-
building meeting" to resolve problems stemming from the current unrest in Ivory Coast.

Presidential spokesman Kanji Daramy told reporters Tuesday that Ivory Coast's Laurent
Gbagbo, Amadou Toumani Toure of Mali, and Blaise Compaore from Burkina Faso were
expected in Freetown to "harmonize the political differences that have threatened to
disrupt the traditional friendly ties between them as a result of the current unrest in [vory
Coast."

All four leaders participated in a marathon two-day summit in the Ghanaian capital last
week that produced an agreement and timetable for reconciling the divided Ivory Coast,
the world's top cocoa producer and a crucial linchpin for troubled west Africa.

The agreement mandates a return to government of opposition ministers, including three
sacked by Gbagbo, sets a date by which disarmament is supposed to begin and aims to
address the long-standing question of who is eligible to run for president, ahead of
elections set for October 2005.

Kabbah, whose country has recently emerged from a decade of civil war considered
among the most brutal in modern history, has begun to take a more active role in regional
politics, mindful of the potentially destabilizing effect further chaos in Ivory Coast could
have on Sierra Leone.

" went in there and lectured them very sternly," he told AFP in Accra on Friday when
asked what he thought he could contribute to dialogue about resolving Ivory Coast's 22
months of crisis, spawned in September 2002 by a failed coup that plunged the country
into civil war.

"Nobody wants a repeat of what happened in Sierra Leone."



UNAMSIL
Force
Commander,
Maj-Gen.
Sajjad Akram
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Security in the eastern prov-
Ince is now the responsibility
of the Sierra Leone Police and
Army afler the formal handing
over of security primacy by
UNAMSIL yesterday The

ceremony took place in
Kenema.

A high powered delegation
from Freetown which in-
cluded the Deputy Minister
of Defence, Joe Blell,

UNAMSIL Force Commander,
Maj-Gen. Sajjad Akram, wha is
also acting SRSG as the sub-
stantive holder, Mr. Daudi
Mwakawago is on leave, wit-
nessed the ceremony which

took place the Kenema
Town Field.

As a result of this,
UNAMSIL forces in part of
this region will begin pull-
ing out and are not going
to be replaced. its Military
spokesman said yester-
day morning on RADIO
UNAMSIL

The next handing over of
security is Freetown
schedule for September.




The restructuring
programme of the
Republic of Sierra
Leone Armed Forces
(RSLAF). which is
aimed at downsizing
the military, has
commenced with
another 1,000 soldiers
|

to be discharge‘d on the
31 January 2006 through
compulsory selections. In
sensitising the soldiers
about the restructuring.
the Deputy Chief of
Defence Staff- Brigadier
Nelson-Willtiams

comprehensive brieting at
Brigade level and was
attended by Battalion and
Unit Commanders. At this
briefing, they were
sensitised on the discharge
process for further
transmission to all soldiers
on the ground. According

s Lseaane

conducted a
| - -
gutstanaing NITOTITRE

T

to the Public Relations
Department of Defence
Ministry. the sensitisation
process. which includes
briefing on their financial
and

resctilement
puckage. is necessary at
this time because the

selected individuals for the
process. requires twelve
months notice to
identitied by November
Fhis year. This process will
inciude personnel in

be .

1,000 soldi

From Front Page
without any qualified
wainifhg will be considered.
The Retirement Board will
have t6 make the decision as
to which soldier should retire
compulsorily. The Chief of
Defence Staff- Major
General Sam M’ boma
stressed on the importance of
the restructuring process as
without it, there would be no

financial bedroom for future
improvement in the RSLAF.
v
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He maintained the process
would have a major positive
impact on the military

including promotions and
improved  terms and
condition of service.

Personnel who are entitled to
apply for the said compulsory
retirement  will include
Infantry, Private, Infantry
Corporal and Specialists
attached without professional
training ot qualification.
Apart from the gratuity and
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e discharged

pension that would be paid.
the discharged personnel
would also be entitléd to 2
yeat’s salary and allowance
at the end of January 20006
and the sum of two million
Leones 10 assist in re-
integration into civilian life.
Also, they would be entitled
{0 a six-monih fraiiing Course
in the value of Le500. 006 and
for the
after

transportation
personnel and family

retirement.
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specialist units as requested;
to enable a more balanced
structure to come out within |
the units. Also, only soldiers
who are poste.fd to these units

Contd, ,PageA 2




) - (P
] 'U ! ;ﬁl ‘

AS YENGA DISE

3
¢

Agency Report
The Sec ‘ ' (Vi ]
e Secreltary. General of the Civil Society Movement (CSM) Charles Mambu has quoted a Guinean
nma s, 1 ' ]
nder in the disputed village of Yenga as saying that they awaiting instructions to occupy

Guinea’s Conte.

Koindu ( S i ; ; : c
» the famous international trading centre in the Kailahun district. g
Speaking on BBC Fo- ' »
turther quoted the Guinean Commander as telling him cus on Africa yesterday, e
. . o . Mr. Mambu also quoted o
during his recent visit to the town. According to Mr. the commander as |~ :
Mambu, most of the inhabitants of Yenga especially blaming journalists, civil
the youths have abandoned the town because of the soctety und human
; ] rights activists for nis-
inhuman treatmein meted out to them by the occu- informing the world
pying forces. o about the conditions and
He said he held a briet meeting with elders during f?VY”,'“e“h’Pb‘”l Yenga. 1
. - . . . . engd elongs to
his visit at which some youths most of whom are ex- Guinew™. Mr. Mambu
combatants vowed to remove Guinean forces from SEE BACK PAGE

the soil of Yenga if the Sierra Leone Government does
not want to do so. He said that the elders in the Yenga
community are disappointed and are blaming the ‘gQ\}- o

ernment of Sierra Leone for doing very little " to ad- ;)c"\ \O N
' dress their plight. . e

The civil society activist also described the occupy-

ing forces in Yenga as being heavily armed and in ) . ‘ ) l
their numbers. Mr. Mambu went on to explain' that ’\\' = V'S/K[\\) AV\()\AS.
women are not allowed to move freely in the area.

“They cannot do anything without the approval of the
occupying forces. They cannot go to their bushes or
fetch from the stream”, he said, adding that those
who fail to seek the consent of the occupying forces
are arrested, molested and imprisoned. .

Mr. Mambu further told the BBC: 'l heard these sto-
ries from the women and children and | saw it myselt
because when I entered the town logether with other
human rights activists we were not allowed to gain
access to the town except afler a lot of'apologies’, he
said. _
Yenga was occupied by the Guinean forces in 199%
to prevent the tormer RUF rebels from attacking
terTiroties in Guinea. Meanwhile, a delegation from
Sierra Leone headed by the Minister off Internal Af-
fairs George Banda-Thomas is presently in Guinea

LU UG WD UL IULES vy dier tie -

solve the impasse.
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Evoun last edition

Abuut bweaty personnel complered
wning W generalor maintenances
and other engineering technigues or-
gunized by the Nepaiese. Both the
Nepalese and Bangladeshi have been
instruniental in providing trunsportu-
Lion facilities to the site,

As at the time of this Report, the
militury has completed the consuruction
olone block for other ranks, a guardiaom
aind five company offices. The aduitis-
butive building still wwaits fumitwe. Con-
stuction ol the senior non-comnissioned
officers quarters is yet 1o conumence whilst
the Nepalese eurtier constructed motor
[GHENS

The RSLAF did not unly concantrue
i the construction of the 6th Baalion
Barucks alone, they are aiso working lo-
wurds rebuilding their stained relation-
ship with the people of Moyamba. 1o
achieve this. it is reported that the mili-
lary regularly organize tootbull gala and
ather sporting events between themselves
and the cwvilians. During the last Chist-
s festival, tor instance, the mlitary al-
fowed the civiliuns use their make shill
CUIP s an outing resort. Most remurk-
ably towards enhancing a positive and
perfect civil-military velationship in
Moyainba was the construction vt loot-
bull fictd by the miliwy, which they do-
tated 10 the people of Moyambi s  con-
wibution w the posi-war reconsuuction
and developrient exercise in the country.
This is perhaps the nost spectacular con-
tribution ol the RSLAF 10 nationat de-
velopment in recent times especially so
for the people of Moyaniba.

CONSTRAINTS

Like any other project of this nuture, the
construction of the 6th Battalion Army
Garrison in Kaiyamba Chieldom,
Moyurba District is not tiee from prob-
lems

The project, which conumenced i) Oc-
tober ottast year, should have been coum-
plete betore the end of April this year. The
six-month time line set for the project hus
long clapsed with virtually litle progress
made. As already stated ubove, vut of the
proposed structures only one block lor
other ranks. u guardroom and five com-
pany oftices and the administrative build-

ing have been complete as at the tme of’

this Report. The administative building
still awaits fumitwe o be placed in it. This
isa tiaction uf'the ol project isett Con-
suuction of the senior non-commissioned
otticers quarters and thirty single build-
ings for senior officers is yet to commence.
Though progress isbeing made, the whole
exercise itself is moving at a snail's puce.

This sitwion. according to those inter-
viewed. is duc l the unavaiability of the
required machinery for the eftective im-
plementation of the project. The soldicrs
themselves. without any muchinery io
support thew effots, do the whole con-
stuetion exercise manually, This situation

tus gready atlected the fast progress of

the project. There we no tractors, no dig-
ging machines and transport f;
Soldiers have to carry two bricks cach for
a distance of about tive hundred meters
from the construction site. There is no
sufticient watersupply. Though the Bung-
ladeshi and Nepalese ure supplying wa-
ler with their tanks to the soldiers, these

ilities..

supplies are nadequate for the volume ol
work and activity being undertdken in a
hundred and tifty acres of fund.

Similasty, the geographical location of

the "Operation Pebu" green field site
maybe stategically pluced but it is a bit
isolated from the town thereby making
movements 10 and trom the site ditticult.
This serves as an impediment to the
Like any other
project of this nature,
the construction of the
6th Battalion Army
Garrison in Kaiyamba
Chiefdom, Moyamba
District is not free
Srom problems

progress of the work especially when
needed materials huve o be wanspored
teom the town. Worst of all, there are o
vehicles setaside to facilitate such move-
ments. Adversely, these have also con-
tributed in the slow progress of the con-
struction.

Agaun, projects ol such voluine require
the expertise of un advanced and special-
ized contractor to undertake the supervi-
sion ot such an exercise. Though it is de-
signed 1o engage soldiers help experts
build their future dwellings. there was
nothing like the prosence of an expert at
the "Operation Pebu” Green Field Site in
Moyambu as at the time of this Report.
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The whole exercise was undertaken ex-
clusively by the RSLAF under the direc-
tives ot Sienu Leonean Military Oflicer,
who went tor a two months crash cowse
i the United States w0 study basic con-
struction planning and supervising, 11 is
indisputable that an exercise of this nu-
ture requires un old hand individuat con-
tractor cupable W undertake such a voly-
winous project.

A two months taining is isulficient for
 construction of this nalure

This is clearly manifest in the ypes of

structwres already construcied at the site,
Besides. the military complain ot not re-
cetving the adequate or required supplics

trom govenment for the completion ol

the project. Therefore. the whole exercise
is becoming one solely undertaken by the
RSLAF with the Inwmational Military
Advisory Training Teanm {IMAT T and the
goverunent clainting an eoply success
 Lhe whole aluir.
EFFECTS

Ineflect, however, the idea ol cigaging
the military help experts build their fu-
ture quarters appears laudable but its suc-
cess and productivity is very wilikely if
the whole excrcise is letl exclusiv ely at
the hunds and feet ot the miiliauy alone. L
s important in the sense thal, this muthes
the militry 0 realise and recognize its
tole and responsibility to national devel-
UpIICT.

Despite current setbucks or maybe
hutehies in the whole exercise, *Operation
Pebu' iy suratepically in place

war S/erra Leone’

Ltmay go u long way iny
dence onlhe Army and help rebuild their
shaky relutionship with the i

i popu- -

lation. This might even be more impor- ¢

Lt in wreas like Moyamba where civii-
niilivary rekuionship was giuvely sundid
and mioribund dwring the war,
RECOMMUENDATIONS

But i order 1o enhance the simooth im-=
plannentuion and completion of this vx-
arvise. s well-uuined and experienced
Contractor should be contracted und
chirged with the tesponsibility of super-
vistg unds orduecting the procedures und
methods of construction. b the ke -
uet @ special and independent supplicr
should be wssigied with the wsk ol piru-
viding the required implemients and -
teriats nceded in the execution ol the ea-

arcise
A thurough i independent assessient
ot the work should regularly be and.- -
b and goverient needs o estabi .
i independent supervisor o oversee e
mplenentation process of the project
Transportation fucilities und muchinery -
vehicles. wactors, coterpitlars und lippers
- need Lo be made available w enhance
the speedy completion of tie piuject.
Regardless ol Uese.iowes e govenunenn
with be beating wre tian whist 16 ciow,
**A Reseurch undertaken by The
Africwist Movemen-Sicra Leone.

For more informiation contact:
aliicanistimovemen 2003 yahou.com
ui el 070-757924;
wwa s, Hndlaw.cony
alficunistinayeient
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By Alm’u[ Keyim Koromua .
Central Bank Governor James bunk note is of a more modern
David Rogers revealed  design incorporating the mo.
Wednesday at the celebration of  sophisticated security teallres :
the bank's 40th anniversary and  than that of the bank $crlc>~
launching of the new Le.10.000  currency currently in circulation.
and Le.500.00 notes and coins  Heexplained that the moatslnklng
respectively that in order to print unage of'a dove carrying an

the new currency the bank  branch and the cotton iree are
destroyed Le30 billion, much visible features on the new
He said that "the bank in line with ~ Le 10,000 note. :
the gross domestic product growth  The issuing of
of 6% hus projected that Le22  denvmination, according to the £
billion of the new denonmination  Governor, is the most etfective
currency will be introduced into method  of  meeting " the
the cconomy as part of the bank's  requirements of the public in their
currency management progranune  lransaction. He said the Le 0, 000
and clean nole policy in 2004." Continued puge 3 '+
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30 billion destroyed

building is a clear manifestation of the

dlﬂ\
notes, launched and circulated achievement, which the former b

rihe 1
ik was established 40 years ago.  Governor made. He described him asd
nationalist and patriot who has sacr ifice a

lot for the country. "Sum Bangura isa lmn

bunk nuie is the 13th in the tamily of

CUrTeicy
sice the b
President Kabbah who was in attendance
al the luunching ceremony said the naming
‘he bank's new complex, as Sam Bangura

testimony,” he said.
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