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Decade of civil war

Labour Minister Alpha Timbo, speaking to a UN radio station set up in Sierra Leone
| after a decade of civil war, insisted that "an understanding was reached (at the
meeting) with Congress.”
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. "We discussed the end of service benefit, leave allowance, taxation, minimum - series swee|
wage, salary adjustment and these were looked at on a point-to-point basis and we A

. were able to reach an amicable conclusion," he said. . F'nd

The strike crippled many of the capital's essential services.

Hospitals were working on an emergency basis, email services are partially
8 1117192032 paralysed, and dock workers have refused to handle cargoes.

l:—l(:)ttlo7pz’:s:3:1 32133 Hardest hit were groups of Sierra Leoneans who had come home from abroad for
Christmas holidays in the country and planned to leave for Britain, the United
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BEAME NEWS

Pay strike bites in Sierra Leone

The first general strike in Sierra Leone to be held since the civil war ended three years ago
has brought the country to a standstill.

The BBC's Lansana Fofana says banks, shops and offices are shut in the capital, Freetown with
streets empty.

He says the trade union action over better pay and conditions is being widely observed in other
major cities.

Hospitals are also reported to be turning away patients and newspapers have failed to appear on the
streets.

The first day of the action on Monday was a public holiday and few people had been expected at
work.

On Monday night, talks with the government failed to end the strike.

Labour and Industrial Relations Minister Alpha Timbo told the BBC he was optimistic the strike would
be resolved soon and felt progress had been made.

"We have agreed that the Labour Congress will pass on various concessions back to their members
but I do not want to jump the gun,” he told the BBC's Network Africa programme.

But union official Alusine Tholley told reporters the stay at home strike would last "as long as
government does not accede to our demands".

Living standards are extremely low in Sierra Leone which is still struggling to rebuild itself after years
of civil war.

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://news.bbc.co.uk/go/pr/fr/-/2/hijafrica/4145931.stm

Published: 2005/01/04 14:55:31 GMT

© BBC MMV
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HEADLINE: LONDON FIRM AMONG TOP 10 WAR PROFITEERS'
BYLINE: ANDREW BUNCOMBE IN WASHINGTON

HIGHLIGHT:
Tim Spicer: Formed Aegis Defence Services in 2002

BODY:
A PRIVATE security firm headed by a former British Army colonel, Tim Spicer, has
been named as one of the "top 10 war profiteers" of 2004.

The London-based Aegis Defence Services was awarded a $ 293m (pounds 155m)
contract by the Pentagon in June last year to co-ordinate security operations among
thousands of private companies, making it the biggest private security operation in Iraq.

Only US companies such as Halliburton and Bechtel, which are involved in providing
support services and reconstruction, and the defence manufacturer Lockheed Martin have
received larger contracts.

"The Aegis contract stirred up considerable controversy," said Charlie Cray, the director
of the Centre for Corporate Policy in Washington, which drew up the list. Critics have
questioned the accountability of private military contractors and the screening process by
which they are awarded the contracts.

Mr Spicer, whose previous company, Sandline International, was involved in shipping
guns to Sierra Leone in 1998, contravening a UN embargo, formed Aegis in 2002.

No one from Aegis was available for comment yesterday.
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BEAME NEWS

Court backs Pinochet murder trial

Chile's Supreme Court has ruled that former President Augusto Pinochet is fit to stand trial
on murder and kidnapping charges.

It upheld a lower court move to throw out a defence motion arguing that Gen Pinochet, 89, was not
mentally able to defend himself.

The ruling brings the former military ruler one step closer to trial.

However, Gen Pinochet's defence will still have other opportunities to block the proposed trial.

Story from BBC NEWS:
http://nevvs'bbc.co,uk/go/pr/fr/«/Z/hi/americas/4146303.Stm

Published: 2005/01/04 14:55:49 GMT

© BBC MMV

http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/print/news,bbc.co.uk/2/hi/americas/4 146303.stm 1/4/2005



