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Star Radio (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 3 June 2009 
 
Special Court ex-communicates Taylor’s Lawyers in Liberia?       
 
Written by Julius Kanubah      
 
There are reports that the Special Court for Sierra Leone has ordered former President Charles Taylor not 
to communicate with his lawyers in Liberia.  
 
According to the reports the restriction is with immediate effect until June 25.  
 
The spokesman of the Taylor family told Star Radio the decision was announced without any justification. 
Mr. Sando Johnson said he was informed by the wife of Mr. Taylor, Victoria Allison Taylor of the 
Court’s decision.  
 
He said Mrs. Taylor who just returned from The Hague told him that the restriction was binding.  
 
Mr. Johnson described the action of the Special Court for Sierra Leone as a direct form of injustice that 
must be condemned by all Liberians.  
 
Star Radio is still making frantic efforts to authenticate the reports from a senior member of the legal team 
of Taylor, Cllr. Lavala Supuwood.    
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Ghana Business News 
Friday, 5 June 2009  
http://ghanabusinessnews.com/2009/06/05/ 

Charles Taylor turns to Judaism 

 
Charles Taylor 

Former Liberian president who is standing trial at The Hague, Charles Taylor has turned to Judaism for succour. 

His wife Victoria Taylor told BBC Network Africa show which was monitored by ghanabusinessnews.com that her 
husband has not renounced Christianity, but only wanted to take on Judaism. 

Asked what they discuss when she visits her husband, she said anytime she visited, they would talk about religion, 
God and their children. 

In an answer to what led him to turn to Judaism, she said, “because of the difficulties, he always wanted to know 
God in a very different and special way. And because we talk of his childhood a lot, he as a child asked himself lots 
of questions about Christianity, the whole thing about Christ. Of course he still does believe in Christ,” she said. 

She said Mr. Taylor wanted to understand how so many things in life happen the way they do. “When he got to The 
Hague, he got to know that he really wanted to convert to Judaism and that’s what he has done.” 

Asked if he has rejected Christianity, she said, “no, no, no, he hasn’t rejected Christianity, he has always been a 
Christian.” Adding, “he has just decided to become a Jew, to follow the true religion, according to him he wants to 
know deeply about God.” 

Mrs. Taylor said she believes her husband’s new faith would help him in his defence because she has seen 
transformation in him and she knows he wants to serve God. 

“I believe God is doing this and God has opened his eyes through Judaism. But I have always told him, I will 
remain a Christian and you can be a Jew.” 

Mrs. Taylor said, she knows Mr. Taylor has shown a lot remorse for what has happened in Liberia during the war. 

She said he is doing well and looks good, even though he is in jail. 

Charles Taylor is being tried by the Special Court For Sierra Leone for crimes against humanity for his involvement 
in and support for the brutal civil war in Sierra Leone. 

By Emmanuel K. Dogbevi 

http://ghanabusinessnews.com/2009/06/05/charles-taylor-turns-to-judaism/charles-taylor/�
http://ghanabusinessnews.com/2009/06/05/charles-taylor-turns-to-judaism/
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                                       United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 1 June 2009  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Liberia's Anti-Corruption Chairperson Defends Fight against 
Corruption   
By James Butty  
 
VOA News, 01 June 2009 - The chairperson of Liberia's Anti-Corruption Commission says her 
commission is committed to fighting President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf's declared war on corruption.  
 
In her inaugural address, President Johnson Sirleaf, Africa's first elected female president made the fight 
against corruption a top priority. But after three years in office, her critics say corruption has instead 
become intertwined in the Liberian political fabric as the president finds herself surrounded by corrupt 
officials or corruption-related scandals.  
 
Some observers are suggesting that unless the president intensifies the fight against corruption, it could 
hurt her chances for re-election in 2011.   
 
Anti-Corruption Chairperson Frances Johnson-Morris said her commission has already begun 
investigating alleged cases of corruption.  "We are preparing ourselves, building capacity and in fact we 
have begun investigation into some alleged acts corruption that have come to our attention," she said. 
 
International Clips on West Africa 

New ECOWAS Standby Force in the Offing  
 
Ama Achiaa Amankwah  
 
Accra, Jun 01, 2009 (Public Agenda/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- The Economic Community 
of West African States (ECOWAS) will soon have a standby force of a brigade size, consisting of 
specially trained and well-equipped units of national defence forces, ready to be deployed at short 
notice.  
 
All the fifteen ECOWAS countries have pledged one battalion each to the proposed force.  
 
The ECOWAS Protocol calls for the establishment of such a force based largely on the experiences of 
Economic Community of West African States Ceasefire Monitoring Group (ECOMOG) in Liberia, Sierra 
Leone and Guinea Bissau. 
 
Local Media – Newspaper 
Liberian Opposition Politician shot and killed by Gunmen in the U. S. 
(Heritage, New Vision, The Inquirer, The Analyst, Liberia Journal) 
 

• Reports say the former Standard Bearer of the opposition Labour Party and a Presidential 
candidate in the 2005 elections in Liberia, Dr. Joseph M. Woah-Tee, has been shot dead by 
unknown gunmen in the United States. 

• Details of the shooting remains sketchy but early reports suggest that Dr. Woah-Tee was shot 
early Sunday morning as he returned to close up a rental entertainment spot he rents in the 
Baltimore area.  

• He was taken to John Hopkins Medical Centre where he was pronounced dead. 
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300 Ukrainian Peacekeepers Receive UN Medals 
(The Analyst) 
 

• Officers and members of the 56th Helicopter Detachment of the Ukrainian Aviation Unit of the 
UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) have been commended for their tireless and selfless 
contributions that make UNMIL’s aviation functions run effectively and efficiently throughout 
Liberia.  

• The Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG), Ms. Ellen Margrethe Løj 
described them as “stars in the sky”, as she honoured 300 Ukrainian soldiers with UN 
peacekeeping medals for their contribution to the consolidation of peace in Liberia.  

• Addressing the Ukrainian aviation military personnel at their base located at Liberia’s main 
airport, Ms. Løj thanked them for being a capable force, and for making it possible for the 
Mission to operate in regions of the country that face enormous infrastructural difficulties. 

 
Female Peacekeepers Provide Hope for Women Victimized By Conflict 
(Liberian Express, The Inquirer, Public Agenda, The Analyst, The News) 
 

• Gender and Development Minister, Ms. Vabah Gayflor, says the participation of women in 
peacekeeping provides new role models and new hope for Liberia’s girls and young women 
who have been victimized by years of conflict. Speaking at the weekend during a  

• Wreath-laying ceremony at the UN Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) Headquarters as part of 
ceremonies marking the observance of International Day of United Nations Peacekeepers in 
Monrovia, Minister Gayflor acknowledged the critical role that the UN peacekeeping forces are 
playing in securing Liberia’s path out of conflict and into reconstruction and development.  

• Delivering the message of the UN Secretary-General in commemoration of the International 
Day of UN Peacekeepers, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General (SRSG), Ms. 
Ellen Margrethe Løj, noted that peacekeepers serve in some of the most difficult and 
inhospitable areas on earth adding that these brave men and women have shown tremendous 
dedication, making a tangible difference in the lives of many while showing to the world the 
caring and committed face of the United Nations. 

 
Ministry Of Finance Dismisses Disbursing Officer 
(Daily Observer, The Inquirer, The Analyst, The Inquirer, Liberian Express, The Independent) 
 

• The Ministry of Finance has dismissed its disbursing officer in the Expenditure Department, 
Mrs. Julia Russel-Poboe in connection with missing checks said to belong to a lawmaker. 
According to the release, the disbursing officer was dismissed for contravening a Standard 
Order of the Civil Service rules against dishonesty in the conduct of government business.  

• A statement from the ministry quoted its personnel officer as saying Mrs. Poboe illegally took 
possession of and encashed a US$5,000 foreign travel check belonging to a member of the 
House of Representatives. Accordingly, the disbursing officer has since been turned over to 
the Ministry of Justice for prosecution. 

 
UPU Consultant Upbeat over Liberia’s Postal System – Says it’s Recovering 
(Heritage, The News, The Inquirer, The Informer, Liberia Journal, The Analyst) 
 

• The Universal Postal Union (UPU) says it is upbeat that Liberia is making a big shift from an 
out-of-order postal system to an expedited and upgraded system where it is getting on par 
with international acceptable standards. Mr. Guenter Boehm, a Consultant of the UPU who 
has been in the country on a fact finding mission observed that more areas need to be 
tackled and strengthened before Liberia becomes fully certified.  

• Mr. Boehem also called for unobstructed attention and focus on the rejuvenation of rural 
postal services.  

• He was in the country to review the implementation of the master plan, review the 
implementation of the Multi-year Integrated Project (MIP) 2007/2008, prepare the MIP for the 
cycle 2009-2012 and prepare a Business Plan for the ongoing efforts to re-establish Liberia’s 
postal service until 2015. 

 
Local Media – Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am) 
President Sirleaf Back Home after Summit in Libya 
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• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has returned home from the 11th Ordinary Session of the 
Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CENSAD) opened in Sabratha, Libya. 

• At the opening, the President called for action in the implementation of plans for the 
integration of Africa. 

• President said the current global economic downturn has exposed the vulnerability of smaller 
African countries to respond to the crisis.   

• The President believes that the global economic crisis and the development of Africa can only 
be addressed effectively when Africa comes together to develop a common approach to the 
problems confronting the continent. 

 (Also reported on Sky F.M., Truth F.M. and ELBC) 
 

Truth F.M. (News monitored today at 10:00 am)  
Unknown Gunman killed US-based Liberian Politician 
 
Liberian Police, Soldiers in Scuffle in Barnersville Suburb  
 

• Normal business activities in the Barnersville Estate area yesterday afternoon came to a brief 
standstill when officers of both the Liberian National Police and the Armed Forces of Liberia 
engaged in a riot that left two persons wounded. 

• According to eyewitnesses, the melee started after an LNP officer assigned with the Police 
Support Unit (PSU) wore a military outfit while carrying two bottles of alcoholic beverages in 
his hands. 

• Attempts to disrobe the police officer resulted into the scuffle which left him and another 
officer of the AFL wounded. 

 
 
                                                        **** 
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BBC Online 
Friday, 5 June 2009 
 
UN hearings to be held on Gaza war crimes  

 

A UN team investigating possible war crimes in Gaza says it will hold 

public hearings with victims of the conflict in Gaza and Geneva later 

this month.  

The team has spent the week interviewing witnesses and visiting 

sites damaged in Israel's three-week offensive, which ended on 18 

January.  

Richard Goldstone, who is heading the team, said it had hoped to 

hold hearings in Israel and the West Bank.  

But Israel has refused to co-operate in the inquiry, accusing it of 

bias.  

Israel charges the UN Human Rights Council - which has a record of criticising Israel over its treatment 

of the Palestinians - with singling it out unfairly.  

 

Mr Goldstone said his 15-member team had visited 40 sites in Gaza and spoken to some 70 witnesses 

and relatives of victims. It had hoped to visit southern Israeli towns hit by Palestinian rocket fire, but 

was not allowed access.  

 

Mr Goldstone said he hoped Israel's refusal to co-operate would not weaken the report, due for 

publication in September.  

"If we haven't dealt with facts that Israel would like us to deal with, I think we can hardly be blamed 

for that," he added, according to news agency AP.  

 

Previous inquiries 

Several investigations into alleged violations of international law during Israel's 22-day operation in 

Gaza, which ended on 18 January, have now reported back.  

 

UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon has requested more than $11m (£7m) compensation from Israel 

for damage to UN property in Gaza, after a limited UN inquiry accused Israel of targeting known 

civilian shelters and providing untrue statements to justify actions in which civilians were killed.  

The report found Israel to blame in six out of nine incidents when death or injury were caused to 

people sheltering at UN property and UN buildings were damaged.  

 

The Israeli military has concluded in an internal investigation that its troops fought lawfully, although 

errors did take place, such as the deaths of 21 people in a wrongly targeted house.  

A fact-finding team commissioned by the Arab League said there was sufficient evidence for the Israeli 

military to be prosecuted for war crimes and crimes against humanity, and that "the Israeli political 

leadership was also responsible for such crimes".  

 

The UN team, led by Mr 
Goldstone (R), has been visiting 
sites hit in the war 

 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/7905320.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8034565.stm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/8012543.stm


 9

It also said Palestinian militants were guilty of war crimes in their use of indiscriminate attacks on 

civilians.  

Palestinian rights groups say more than 1,400 Palestinians were killed during the January conflict. 

Israel puts the figure at 1,166.  

Israeli and Palestinian estimates also differ on the numbers of civilian casualties.  

Ten Israeli soldiers were killed, including four by friendly fire, and three Israel civilians died in rocket 

attacks by Palestinian militants.  
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Voice of America 
Thursday, 4 June 2009 
 
UN Rights Chief Navi Pillay Raises Alarm Over Civilian Deaths in Sri Lankan War  
 
By Lisa Schlein  
Geneva 

The U.N. High Commissioner for Human Rights, Navi Pillay, 
has renewed her call for an international investigation into 
violations allegedly committed by Sri Lankan troops and 
Tamil Tiger rebels during the final months of their decades-
long civil war.  The High Commissioner has presented a 
progress report on the global situation of human rights at 
the UN Human Rights Council in Geneva. 
 
The top U.N. human-rights official, Navi Pillay, says civilians 
suffer the most in all armed conflicts.  She says the neglect 
of basic human rights, as well as discriminatory practices, 
often are at the root of armed conflict.  And, that is why, 
she says, it is crucial to uphold the human rights of the 

victims. 
 
She says it is important to get to the truth, to have independent human-rights monitors 
and the media present in situations of conflict.  But, she notes independent observers 
were not able to access either the conflict zone or the camps for displaced people in 
northern Sri Lanka. 
 
The government has been accused of using heavy weaponry in a so-called civilian safe 
zone and the Tamil rebels of using civilians as human shields.   
 
But since there were no witnesses to what was happening, Pillay says it is hard to 
corroborate these allegations.    
 
"A comprehensive process of accountability for human-rights violations committed by 
all sides should be carried out," Pillay said. "To that end, I have called for an 
independent international inquiry.  On June 2nd, speaking before this Council, the 
Minister of Disaster Management and Human Rights of Sri Lanka stated that his 
government is committed to a reconciliation scheme.  This commitment is welcome."   
 
Pillay says she believes accountability is a prerequisite for the attainment of justice and 
reconciliation for all Sri Lankans and a foundation for lasting peace. 
 
At the end of May, the U.N. Human Rights Council held a special session on the human-
rights situation in Sri Lanka.   The high commissioner's plea for an international 
investigation went unheeded. 
 
Turning her attention to other areas of concern, High Commissioner Pillay highlights the 
grave situation of civilians caught in conflict in Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, the 
Palestinian Territories and Colombia. 
 
She notes the terrible impact fighting in Somalia's capital, Mogadishu, is having on 
civilians, aid workers, human-rights defenders and journalists. 

 
Navi Pillay (April 2009 file 
photo) 
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"During the past weeks, many civilians were killed, hundreds injured and thousands 
displaced by clashes between pro and anti-government forces in Mogadishu," she said.  
"Women are particularly at risk of violent attacks for which they have no effective 
recourse.  The fighting must be stopped.  Countering impunity of perpetrators for their 
past and current atrocities must be a priority in order to achieve justice and deter 
further violations."   
 
Pillay expresses her outrage at the lack of justice and horrific levels of sexual attacks in 
the Democratic Republic of Congo.   She deplores the treatment of human-rights 
defenders, humanitarian workers and U.N. national staff In Sudan's conflict-ridden 
Darfur Province.  She says the workers are subject to arbitrary arrests, detentions, ill 
treatment and torture.   
 
The U.N. official says the recent clashes between the Chadian rebels and government 
forces have added to the widespread violations and abuses by both parties in the 
country.   
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GhanaDot.com 
Wednesday, 3 June 2009 
http://www.ghanadot.com/news.ghanadot 
 
Are Africans angry with the International Criminal Court? 
By Abdul Salam Sule, Ghanadot  
 
Accra, June 2, Ghanadot - The International Criminal Court (ICC) was an independent court that was 
set up to try persons accused of the most serious crimes of international concern such as genocide, 
war crimes, crime against humanity and to some extent crime of aggression.  
 
The ICC has its tribunal in The Hague, the capital town of the Netherlands and it was opened in July 
2002.  
 
Despite its good intentions, many Africans seem to be angry with the ICC and has questioned 
whether it is an all African court or a court for the world.  
 
Mrs Beatrice Torshie Torto, a renowned writer in Ghana has for instance had a beef with the ICC. In 
her article titled 'Is the International Criminal Court an all African Court', she wonders about the 
neutrality of the ICC.  
 
She noted that, all the cases before the court and those under investigations by the prosecutor are 
from the African continent and the affected countries are Republic of Congo, Central African 
Republic, Liberia and recently Sudan.  
 
Mrs Torto said, there is no dispute about the effectiveness of the International Criminal Court and 
the role it is playing to curb crime.  
   
"However, when a court concentration is focused on one continent and turned blind eye on the other 
areas where similar or more of such crimes had taking place, then there is a call for concern", she 
stated.  
 
She revealed, the recent bombing of Georgia by Russia, Palestineans in the Gaza by Israel  and the 
USA in Afghanistan and Iraq can be labeled as crime against humanity as innocent people were killed 
along side soldiers at war.  
 
"The ICC seems to have turned blind eye on these occurances while the United Nations is also not 
doing anything about it. These countries are equally guilty and must be allow to face prosecution", 
she said.  
 
In a press conference held in Accra, Mr Courtney Griffiths, the lead counsel for Charles Taylor, the 
former Liberian President said, there is a studied silence from the international communities when it 
comes to the crimes committed by the super power states.  
 
"The cruel reality is that, impunity only becomes an issue if the perpetrator is a black African who 
does not enjoy the backing of the West and the arrest of Charles Taylor and the recent indictment of 
President Al-Bashir of Sudan are clear examples", he said.  
 
He said, it was time Africans take charge of their own destiny and asked why the trial of Charles 
Taylor did not take place in Africa and the failure of the African Union to established its own court to 
deal with issues that affect Africans in Africa.  
 
"If a corporal in the American Army can not be tried in the International Criminal Court for war 
crimes and crimes against humanity, how come an African President can?, he asked.  
 
According to Griffiths, one reason that Taylor's trial and trials of other Africans were taken to The 
Hague was because, it was easier to destroy the rights of a people when they were in the dark.  
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He has therefore urged Africans to unite and fight for the right of its sons and daughters and also 
ensure that, the International Criminal Court does not become a 21st century form of neo-
colonialism.  
 
In his article titled 'Reaping the whirlwind' Mr Baffour Ankomah, the editor of New African Magazine 
wrote in the May 2009 edition of the magazine that, the African Union (AU) is partly to be blamed for 
the attitude of the ICC towards Africa. He said, the failure by the AU to condemned the arrest of 
Charles gave strength to the ICC to come for more.  
 
He said, at the time of Taylor's arrest in March 2006, the African leadership, the UN and the US had 
given him an immunity from prosecution and that made him to voluntarily step down as the 
President of Liberia in 2003.  
 
"If African leaders were silent over Taylor's arrest, why are they now shouting themselves hoarse 
over the President Bashir indictment", he asked.  
 
He has however call for unity among African states to protect its citizens.  
   
Ghanadot 
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Counterpunch.org 
Monday, 1 June 2009 
 

"We Saw No Evidence of Genocide"  
Women in Darfur  
By AFSHIN RATTANSI  

George Clooney, Matt Damon, Scarlett Johansson, Cindy Crawford, Bono, Michael Caine, Claudia 
Schiffer, Bob Geldof, Hugh Grant, Mia Farrow, Mick Jagger and so many others have expressed their 
solidarity with the people of the oil-rich region of Darfur. A few weeks ago, Democrats John Lewis of 
Georgia, Keith Ellison of Minnesota, Lynn Woolsey of California, Donna Edwards of Maryland, and Jim 
McGovern of Massachusetts were all arrested as they demonstrated against the Sudanese 
government. When Colin Powell used the word genocide in 2004, it kicked off $1 billion-a-year 
international aid program, much higher than that afforded Somalia or Congo.  

But why? 

In the past few months, the International Criminal Court has charged Sudanese President Omar al-
Bashir with crimes against humanity and war crimes. The ICC’s chief prosecutor, Luis Moreno-
Ocampo is appealing the setting aside of genocide charges, claiming that there is "ongoing genocide" 
in Darfur. The Sudanese government has expelled some foreign aid groups, accusing them of 
espionage. They include Oxfam, Save the Children and Medecins Sans Frontieres. According to the 
Save Darfur Campaign, it was the relief organizations that provided clean water, food, and medical 
attention to roughly 1.5 million people.  The Sudanese government claims these aid-agencies 
deliberately exclude Arab Darfuris in their ranks, exacerbating sectarian tensions. 

And at the moment, President Obama’s Special Envoy to Sudan, Scott Gration is on a diplomatic tour 
and Britain is sending $185m in aid and $140m in “peacekeeping” money. 

Collette Valentine, a TV producer visiting from the United Kingdom, and Ali Gunn, a British media 
consultant, last week returned from Darfur where they attended the first “International Conference 
on the Challenge Facing Women in Darfur” in Al-Fasher in the north. Valentine says that articles 
about Darfur in the international press make her feel as if she visited a completely different region, a 
completely different country. It all adds weight to the thesis of Columbia University’s Professor 
Mahmood Mamdani that there is something very murky about Western aid agencies’ insistence that 
there has been genocide in Darfur, that at the heart of campaigns for Darfur is the culmination of a 
powerful, imperial desire to suppress citizenry from U.S. high school classrooms to right across the 
developing world. 

Afshin Rattansi: Tell me about your visit and how your experience differed to the portrayal 
in the corporate media. I understand you went at the invitation of Rajaa Hassan Khalifa 
from the largest women’s union in conjunction with Bakri O.Saeed from Sudan 
International University. 

Collette Valentine: Ali Gunn and myself and a group of journalists were lucky enough to be invited 
to Sudan by the Sudanese Women General Union. The women’s union in Sudan has got 27,000 
branches all over Sudan, including Darfur. They have representatives in all the rural villages, across 
all different communities consisting of around 80 tribes and clans. The women of Sudan are a real 
force. Historically, there have been female leaders.  They are wives, mothers, farmers, they build, 
they grow the vegetables and basically run the communities and are respected by their men folk. A 
third of families in the camps are headed by women. In recent years, some members of the women’s 
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union have been elected as ministers in the Sudanese government and a quarter of the seats in 
the Sudanese parliament are occupied by women. 

 They are all members of the union and they have direct links right down from the most educated 
academic women from the professional classes to grassroots people. This chain of open 
communication is active and alive from bottom to top and top to bottom.  Because the women have 
such a strong role in the communities, the women themselves have decided to take action for peace 
and security in Darfur. They have seen the failure of external, international agencies and NGOs and 
they know that peace can only come from within their own communities via reconciliation talks. 

The IDPs (Internally Displaced Persons) in the refugee camps are people who have fled trouble in 
their own areas of Sudan. They didn’t want to leave but had no option but to flee. Before the 
international NGOs got involved, the IDPs were provided with camps by Al-Bashir’s government, 
provided with wells, administrators, bureaucratic structures, materials for shelter and local doctors, 
clinics, and health services paid for by the Sudanese government. 
When women fled their villages, active male rebels from every community that were fighting each 
other remained. Those conflicts rage on even as there is peace and stability in the camps. We saw 
no evidence of any genocide. We were not embedded by the government nor with any NGO. We had 
absolute freedom to talk with whomever we wished. And we randomly talked to as many men, 
women and children as we could. 

One man, a village leader who led 4,000 of his community , separated in two camps, said he had 
been there six years. His home was 50km away. We asked about genocide and he said that he 
wouldn’t have remained in the Sudanese government camps for six years if he hadn’t been looked 
after. When we asked about the issue of rape, he did not deny there wasn’t an issue. The women we 
spoke to said that unfortunately, rape exists everywhere in the world and some we spoke to quoted 
statistics about the prevalence of rape in the U.S. and how in developed nations, women are too 
frightened to press charges. One woman told me that allegations of wide and systematic rape crimes 
against Darfur women constitute a type of war against Sudan. Historically, in areas of conflict, they 
maintained, cases of crime and rape are bound to increase. Rape is not a weapon of the government 
and women are being told to report instances of rape. But the ICC is using the prevalence of rape 
and giving it undue importance, helping NGOs fill their coffers. 

Afshin Rattansi: Were you concerned about safety in Darfur? 

Ali Gunn: I understood the situation had settled and that there was quite a lot of fighting down 
south but that the situation in Darfur was more stable since the Comprehensive Peace Agreement. 
However, I had been warned off by expert security consultants who feared for my safety. 

We went to two camps in Darfur and we saw people eeking out a simple existence. No bullet holes, 
no tanks and no fighting. The only military vehicles belonged to the United Nations. We were given 
carte blanche to wander around the camps as we pleased and talk to anyone we liked. Many spoke 
English. I was appalled that so much reporting in our newspapers has no basis in reality. Cheap and 
lazy journalism at its worst. 

Afshin Rattansi: What about the United Nations’ presence on the ground? 

Collette Valentine:  When we were actually in one of the two camps, we looked up and saw an 
American tank approaching, followed by a patrol of around 15 UN vans and two more tanks. They 
drove up, parked the cars outside the office of the administrator of the camp. We didn’t know what 
was happening.  

We were told that three times day, this happens at the camp and that UN officials come to ask 
whether everything is alright. Women told us that the camps are peaceful places. While we played 
football with children in the camp at around 9am, men and women setting out market stalls selling 
tomatoes and oranges, and as the UN personnel talked to the administrator, the soldiers lined up 
with guns, five meters apart facing us and the rest of the people in the camps. 
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It was obvious that the soldiers were protecting UN bosses whilst we kicked a football with the 
children. It was extraordinary. Women were making yoghurt with goat’s milk even as the UN troops 
pointed their guns at us. I asked one of the women, Maha Feraigon, why guns were being aimed and 
whether they were scared that we might throw a tomato at them and she just laughed.  As Ali says, 
quite a few people could speak English. Maha was first assistant to the Secretary General of the 
Sudanese Women General Union, independent of the government. All the people we spoke to were 
furious about UN personnel arriving in this way and wanted the UN to leave. The UN personnel left 
their engines running and people resented how much that money for the UN was being wasted in 
front of their eyes. They asked about what they could be doing with the money. I was disgusted. 
They asked why these personnel were not in the villages where the fighting continues and their ‘dar’ 
or land  was. People said that NGOs did not want the fighting to stop so that they can continue to be 
paid.  None had seen any money from the Save Darfur campaign and they resented that money was 
being raised in their names. 

Ali Gunn: At the conference, we spoke to opposition leaders and women at the conference. There 
was no sense of urgency about any “genocide” in the camps themselves. Our concern for our trip 
was to look at the living conditions of the people in the camps and look at the future of Darfur and 
the future for families there. And there was very little evidence of external aid. Darfur is the size of 
France so we didn’t go to all the camps. We have photographic evidence of families and women 
making their own bricks. You would have to ask the aid agencies about where their money has been 
sent. 

Afshin Rattansi: What about how the Sudanese perceive outside, external forces? 

Collette Valentine: I was lucky enough to sit beside Mafa on the flight from Khartoum to Darfur. I 
emphasize that she has no connection to any NGO or the government. She spoke very good English 
and explained the anger of the people. Her general feeling, having been all over Darfur, speaking to 
women at all levels from all communities throughout the region was that they did not want foreign 
interference because they know that it is all about oil and water – the “oil of tomorrow”. 

She told me about how Sudan was sitting on the biggest underwater lake in Africa giving rise to the 
best arable land. Despite the desertification, responsible for so many of the deaths in recent years, 
the lake holds great promise. She told me about how Chevron was thrown out of the country and 
how Chevron executives took all their drilling and exploration maps with them. They still believe that 
the NGOs in concert with the U.S. are only involved because of water and oil.  She pointed to Congo, 
Sierra Leone and other African countries, firmly believing that there were no good intentions when it 
comes to great power involvement on the continent. 

Afshin Rattansi: Not a day goes by without the word genocide being used when Darfur is in the 
corporate media. 

Ali Gunn: The Western media has totally misrepresented the situation subsequent to the 
Comprehensive Peace Agreement. In Darfur, they are desperate for long term measures to alleviate 
the cycle of non-delivery in Darfur. Some believed that there were a significant number of people 
who would never return to their homeland areas. 
Living conditions in the camps were spartan but clean and people were very aware of their personal 
space. There was a market with a butcher, vegetable-sellers, a makeshift restaurant…many different 
rows of shops. It was very much like a souk you would see in any country of this type, with domestic 
goods on sale. The people we saw were not starving and pretty healthy. 

Afshin Rattansi: Do you see money from oil being used for the benefit of the people? 

Collette Valentine:  Oil is all-important for Sudan and is vital to the infrastructure-building plans of 
the country. They are planning schools and health centers. Free medical care is available to 
everybody but not every village has a clinic so people have to travel to the next village. There is a lot 
of work to be done in Sudan. This is not a bed of roses, by any means but only oil money is going to 
be able to change things. I saw in Khartoum how development is beginning. They have big plans for 
the areas around the Blue Nile in Khartoum and it looks to me like Pudong in Shanghai where I made 
some documentaries when it was developing, a decade ago. 
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Maha told me that there was a rail system in Sudan that you could time your watch by but U.S. 
sanctions starting in the 1990s destroyed it as parts to fix trains and tracks dried up. Sanctions 
prevented people being able to travel. But, now the Sudanese government has done a deal with the 
Chinese who they feel are completely different to the Americans. I was told that Chinese 
involvement was trusted where the U.S. wasn’t. The Chinese are not interested in hegemonic power. 
I could see the development present in Khartoum. When I later met the president, he said that 
growth should be across Sudan and not just limited to an elite in Khartoum. The work is in progress 
and the president’s popularity has gone through the roof after the ICC indictments. 

Afshin Rattansi: What about signs of corruption? 

Ali Gunn:  People had told us the President was a humble and modest man and he certainly seemed 
like that in person. I was very wary of signs of corruption and wealth. The palace looked like any 
municipal building in a developing nation. The furniture was all very normal. We were told that he 
was a modest man who had come up the ranks of the army and as such was possibly less concerned 
about the ICC than about rebuilding his nation. He is much more popular after the ICC indictments. 

There was a feeling that the country has been picked on in comparison to what has been happening 
in surrounding nations. I saw that people were being actively encouraged to vote. I mentioned that I 
work in the British parliament and stressed the need for people to register to vote and there was 
certainly no problem in people understanding the importance of voting. 

Like people in Britain, many of the people we spoke to had a healthy skepticism about politicians per 
se. But they did believe that the next elections would be free and fair. 
Collette Valentine: The president knew that the conference was taking place but he had no 
knowledge of which camps we were visiting. The women were careful not to tell him because they 
were aware that we were looking for any signs that we were being embedded in any way. 

Afshin Rattansi: And the perception is that the ICC has aided the president of Sudan? 

Collette Valentine: On the night before we left, we met with President Al-Bashir and his advisor, Dr 
Ghazi Salahuddin Atabani. Everything they said backed up what we heard on the ground. He 
admitted that the ICC has aided his reelection chances. He admitted that rape was present in Darfur 
but he blamed outside aid agencies for putting petrol on the fire and he highlighted the external 
supply of arms. He also blamed the classic British divide-and-rule tactics of colonialism for the roots 
of trouble in Sudan. Attabani said “Sudan is politically isolated and that when the ICC indictment was 
first raised 4 years ago the president offered to step aside, to abdicate – he said 16 years was too 
long. Our policy in that the National Congress Party (NCP) is that we don’t believe in a’ president for 
life.’ The made him look like a villain but internally it boosted his popularity. .. now the NCP can’t 
consider any other candidate.” 

From my experience of seeing western leaders in London, there is a cavalcade of security. Al Bashir 
when he goes from his house to local weddings, funerals and the mosque, seems to have no security 
at all. One of our delegates went to the mosque and was baffled by the lack of security on seeing 
him there. 

Afshin Rattansi: What about what the president of Sudan expects from the change of 
administration in Washington? 

Ali Gunn: We were attacked about international media coverage of Darfur as the people saw the 
situation very different to how it is portrayed. They saw the West as patronizing the Sudanese 
people.  On Obama, President Al-Bashir said “He’s much more pragmatic. The old guard from 
Clinton’s days are still around – in the 90s they were hostile..they’ve not changed, but they have 
toned down their rhetoric…we believe that the US has been exploited by certain undercurrents .” I 
would suggest that people go and see for themselves what is happening. 
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Collette Valentine: Dr. Ghazi said that they are hopeful about Obama but they don’t trust the 
Clinton people, the Susan Rices and Samantha Powers. Continuation of the ICC path would be seen 
as vindictive and alien and could result in turning Darfur into a real conflict. 

The women in the camps are focused on talking to their men and they believe that the only hope for 
peace and reconciliation lies with their ability to encourage forgiveness. They believe no international 
organizations can persuade the men to reconcile with each other. Before this conflict happened, 
tribal elders would meet to settle conflicts between nomadic and peasant communities. Right across 
Darfur, women are campaigning on the ground for reconciliation talks. This was the first peace 
conference. All the women from all the communities are coming together to urge reconciliation talks 
with women from each community given their time to speak. Security was on top of the agenda as 
well as education and healthcare. 

Ali Gunn: After we came back from the camps, we were both shocked about the disparity of what 
was happening on the ground and what was in the media. 

Afshin Rattansi has helped launch and develop television networks and has worked in journalism 
for more than two decades, at the BBC Today programme, CNN International, Bloomberg News, Al 
Jazeera Arabic, the Dubai Business  Channel, Press TV and The Guardian. His quartet of novels, “The 
Dream of the Decade” is available on Amazon.com. He can be reached at afshin@afshinrattansi.com 
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UN: Speakers in Security Council call for Rapid Completion of Cases Before Tribunals, While 
Stressing Need for Mechanisms to Tackle Residual Tasks 
 
Members Hear Briefings by Top Judicial Officials Of International Courts Pursuing Accountability in 
Former Yugoslavia, Rwanda 
 
Speakers in the Security Council today called on the International Tribunals for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda 
to continue to expedite the completion of all cases still on their dockets, while stressing the need for optimal 
mechanisms to take care of all residual tasks as their completion deadlines loomed. 
 
As the Council heard several briefings by officials of the Tribunals, Thomas Mayr-Harting of Austria, Chairman of 
the Council’s informal working group on the International Tribunals, said there was agreement that the most senior 
accused must be tried by the Tribunals before they completed their work. Residual mechanisms must be created to 
try fugitives and contempt cases, refer cases to national jurisdictions, supervise sentence enforcement, maintain 
archives and other purposes. 
 
Patrick Robinson, President of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, estimated that all but 
three trials before that institution would conclude in 2010, two more in early 2011 and the final one, that of 
Radovan Karadžić, in early 2012. One serious hurdle remained �� the continued flight from justice of Ratko 
Mladić and Goran Hadžić. “If these two men are not brought to justice, it will leave a stain on the Security 
Council’s historic contribution to peacebuilding in the former Yugoslavia.” 
 
He said that a request for the extension of the mandates of the permanent Trial and Appeals Judges, as well as those 
of the Tribunal’s ad litem judges was now before the Security Council, explaining that the Tribunal’s heavy 
appellate workload was due in part to a failure to transfer certain cases to national jurisdictions and a lack of 
capacity or readiness to try such cases in European countries, as had been requested. He urged countries with highly 
developed judicial systems to make a greater effort to accept such transfers. 
 
Other obstacles to completion, he noted, included problems with translation, contempt proceedings, witnesses kept 
away from trial through intimidation and staff losses. As for the residual mechanism, he requested the Council to 
ensure that the decisions it made guaranteed the long-term integrity of the Tribunal’s work, including its efforts to 
strengthen national judicial systems in the territory of the former Yugoslavia. 
 
Serge Brammertz, Chief Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, stressed that 
the cooperation of Member States remained critical to his work. Serbia had made progress at the operational level in 
its cooperation in efforts aimed at arresting Mssrs. Mladić and Hadžić, and it was to be hoped that the political 
authorities would provide the necessary support for that endeavour. However, the Office of the Prosecutor remained 
concerned about recent negative statements by senior Serbian Government officials with regard to the Tribunal. He 
said the Prosecution was also trying to get Croatia to provide a number of key military documents relating to the 
1995 Operation Storm. As for Bosnia and Herzegovina, there were no specific outstanding trial issues with that 
country, but its judicial system continued to face challenges. 
 
Dennis Byron, President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, said that, despite many obstacles, the 
Tribunal continued its efforts to meet the projected conclusion of the evidence phase in all trials by the end of 2009. 
However, the delayed start of some trials required contingency planning for a possible spill-over into the first 
months of 2010. He requested the Council to approve mandate extensions for all but two currently serving Trial 
Judges until 31 December 2010. 
 
He said the Tribunal had decided to try the remaining new cases with currently serving judges rather than request 
the appointment of additional ad litem judges. That course of action had without doubt placed an additional burden 
on the currently serving judges. Moreover, the inequality between permanent and ad litem judges with respect to 
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certain entitlements remained a major source of concern, and the Tribunal faced a constantly increasing turnover 
of staff. 
 
Despite much achievement, important tasks remained, he said, noting that, 15 years after the genocide in Rwanda, 
13 fugitives remained at large, 4 of whom were earmarked for trial as high-level accused persons. Letting those 
indicted for the most serious crimes escape trial was not an acceptable option. 
 
Hassan Bubacar Jallow, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, stressed that the arrest of 
Felicien Kabuga continued to be a top priority. For several years, the Tribunal had been engaged in securing 
Kenya’s cooperation in his arrest and transfer, and in the freezing of his assets and properties in that country. 
Unfortunately, those efforts remained fruitless. He appealed to the Council to call on Kenya, as well as the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, to cooperate fully in the apprehension of fugitives. 
 
Following the briefings, most members of the Security Council expressed appreciation for the Tribunals’ efforts to 
continue to reform their completion strategies and to maximize the use of resources in order to finish as quickly as 
possible without sacrificing the highest standards of justice. 
 
However, the representative of the Russian Federation described the progress made by the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia as much too slow, adding that the delays violated human rights norms, 
particularly when the Tribunal had the option of transferring cases to national jurisdictions. 
 
With regard to residual mechanisms for the Tribunals, most Council members called for the tabling of a resolution 
on arrangements for such mechanisms as soon as possible, emphasizing also that the Tribunals’ archives were 
crucial for the future of the rule of law around the world. 
 
Ivo Sanader, Prime Minister of Croatia, as well as the representatives of Serbia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Rwanda 
and Kenya reaffirmed their countries’ full commitment to the Tribunals, and spoke of their countries’ specific 
concerns in relation to cooperation with the Tribunals. 
 
At the outset of today’s meeting, Ahmet Davutoglu, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Turkey, marked his country’s 
assumption of the Council Presidency for the month of June. 
 
Also addressing the Council were the representatives of Viet Nam, China, United Kingdom, Uganda, France, Libya, 
Burkina Faso, Mexico, Japan, United States and Costa Rica. 
 
The meeting began at 10:10 a.m. and ended at 1:20 p.m. 
 
Background 
 
Members had before them a letter to the President of the Security Council (document S/2009/0252) transmitting the 
assessment and report of the President of the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (formally known as 
the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International 
Humanitarian Law committed in the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia since 1991) on implementation of the 
Tribunal’s completion strategy. 
 
The report states that, out of the 161 accused indicted by the Tribunal, only six remain in the pre-trial stage and only 
two, Ratko Mladić and Goran Hadžić, remain at large. Twenty-one accused are presently on trial and another 13 
have appeals pending. Trials of the two recently arrested accused will be completed in early 2012. Taking into 
account an anticipated 17 new appeals from the Rwanda Tribunal, the completion of all appeals is not now expected 
prior to 2013. 
 
To meet the target date of mid-2013, a significant redeployment of Trial Chamber resources to the Appeals 
Chamber during 2010 and 2011 will be needed, while the number of judges overall will decrease in that period, the 
report says. It is anticipated that all ad litem (ad hoc) judges will have departed the Tribunal in 2010 and 2011. As 
their terms of office end on 31 December 2009 and those of the Appeal Judges on 31 December 2010, the Council 
will be requested to remedy that situation. 
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According to the report, the Tribunal has transferred all low- and mid-level accused to regional authorities, in 
accordance with Council resolution 1503 (2003), and the Prosecutor, with the assistance of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) continues to monitor progress in those cases. The Tribunal should not 
close its doors until fugitives Mladić and Hadžić are arrested and tried, and the Council is urged to make clear that 
their trial does not hinge upon the Tribunal’s proposed completion strategy dates. 
 
As for the Tribunal’s legacy and its residual mechanism, the report notes that staffing estimates have been based on 
the level of judicial activity expected. The Council should ensure that the integrity of the Tribunal’s work is not 
compromised by the transfer of functions to bodies lacking expertise and funds to deal properly with them. 
Furthermore, the Council should retain the most qualified staff until the end of the completion strategy. 
 
The report concludes by stating that the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia will be 
remembered as the first and most successful international criminal institution so far. In order to ensure that its 
achievements endure, the Security Council should maintain its vital support for it, take all possible measures to 
effect the immediate arrest of the last two fugitives, ensure the proper handling of the necessary residual function by 
an appropriate body, and provide assistance to enable judicial institutions in the former Yugoslavia to continue the 
work started by the Tribunal and the Security Council. 
 
Also before the Council was a letter (document S/2009/247) transmitting to the Council President the report on the 
completion strategy of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda (formally, the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Prosecution of Persons Responsible for Genocide and Other Serious Violations of International 
Humanitarian Law Committed in the Territory of Rwanda and Rwandan Citizens Responsible for Genocide and 
Other Such Violations Committed in the Territory of Neighbouring States, between 1 January 1994 and 31 
December 1994). 
 
The report provides an update on the status of the strategy through 4 May 2009, noting that the Tribunal remains 
strongly committed to completing all first-instance trials (pre-appeals proceedings) within its mandate, which has 
been extended until the end of this year. However, those projections are largely based on retention of current staff 
and the provision of additional staff required to finalize all pending tasks. Additionally, in one case �� Karemera 
et al �� a spill-over of the evidence phase into 2010 is likely, depending on the outcome of the Appeals Chamber 
decision on severing Matthieu Ngirumpatse from the case and the state of his health. 
 
Apart from that case, the report continues, trial activities in 2010 should be limited to contingency planning for 
possible delays of trials scheduled for the last months of 2009, for reactions to orders from the Appeals Chambers 
and possible hearings for the purpose of preserving evidence. Aside from that, the Trials Chambers will focus on 
drafting judgements in all remaining cases. The Tribunal is facing an unprecedented workload as it prepares for 
closure, with 10 new cases �� the maximum number anticipated �� all becoming reality and all requests for 
referral to Rwanda denied. In addition, the delayed start of several new cases in the first months of 2009 is putting 
particular strain on judges and other staff. To face those challenges successfully, the Tribunal counts on the 
continued support of Member States. 
 
Briefings 
 
PATRICK ROBINSON, President of the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, said that since his last 
presentation to the Council the Tribunal had continued to focus on completing its work as expeditiously as possible. 
Three appeal judgements had been rendered, including in some of the most complex cases, and seven trials were 
being heard simultaneously in the three courtrooms. Of the remaining caseload, the trial of two accused, Jovica 
Stanišić and Franko Simatović, had just begun and that of Radovan Karadžić would commence in late August. Both 
Zdravko Tolimir and the final case of Mico Stanišić and Stojan Jupljanin would commence in September. 
 
Current estimates suggested that all but three trials would conclude in 2010, two more in early 2011 and the final 
one, that of Karadžić, in early 2012, he said. However, one serious hurdle remained �� the continued flight from 
justice of Mladić and Hadžić. “If these two men are not brought to justice, it will leave a stain on the Security 
Council’s historic contribution to peacebuilding in the former Yugoslavia,” he said, adding that their immediate 
arrest would obviate the need for a residual trial function for the Tribunal. If Mr. Mladić were arrested now, his case 
could be joined with that of Mr. Karadžić. 
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Turning to appeals, he estimated that, absent a redeployment of eight Trial Judges to the Appeals Chamber upon 
completion of their trial work, the Tribunal’s Appeals Chamber, shared with the Rwanda Tribunal, would be 
occupied with appellate work into 2015. However, with the redeployment of four judges from each Tribunal, most 
appellate work would be completed by the end of 2012, with four cases spilling over into the first half of 2013. 
 
A request for the extension of the mandates of the permanent Trial and Appeals Judges, as well as those of the 
Tribunal’s ad litem judges was now before the Security Council, he said. The heavy appellate work load was due in 
part to a failure to transfer certain cases to national jurisdictions and a lack of capacity or readiness to try such cases 
in European countries, as had been requested. He urged countries with highly developed judicial systems to make a 
greater effort to accept such transfers. One major case of the Yugoslavia Tribunal could also be transferred to a 
developed country, thereby saving one trial bench 14 months of court sittings, besides the time needed to consider 
an appeal. 
 
Also delaying completion were problems with translation, contempt proceedings, witnesses who had been kept 
away from trial through intimidation and staff loss, he continued, noting that, 82 staff members had been lost in the 
past three months. Concrete measures were needed to retain staff. As for the residual mechanism, the Council was 
requested to ensure that the decisions it made guaranteed the long-term integrity of the Tribunal’s work. The 
Tribunal had taken many concrete steps to strengthen national judicial systems in the former Yugoslavia. Together 
with partner organizations, including other United Nations bodies, the Tribunal was planning further capacity-
building activities, in consultation with colleagues in the former Yugoslavia. 
 
DENNIS BYRON, President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, said that since he had last reported 
to the Council the Tribunal had rendered three judgements involving six accused. Between now and year’s end, 
judgements were expected in six other single-accused cases. During the first months of 2009, the evidence phase in 
two of the largest multi-accused trials, Butare and Military II, had been completed. Those two and Bizimungu were 
now in the judgement drafting phase and involved some 14 accused. In the fifth multi-accused case, the Karemera 
trial, the Tribunal was awaiting the decision of the Appeals Chamber with respect to its order to sever one of the 
defendants whose continued illness had delayed the proceedings. 
 
Recalling that he had projected a maximum of 10 new cases for 2009 in his last briefing to the Council, he said that 
had become reality, with four of those cases commencing already and the evidence phases in one of them already 
complete. While the Tribunal continued to try to improve trial management, the commencement of several new 
trials had had to be adjourned for several reasons, including disclosure issues, the unanticipated resignation of 
counsel in three cases shortly before the scheduled start of trial, the death of a lead counsel and the recusal of the 
Presiding Judge. 
 
Despite those delays, the Tribunal continued its efforts to meet the projections to conclude the evidence phase by 
year’s end, he said. However, the delayed start of some trials required contingency planning for a possible spill-over 
into the first months of 2010. Those delays could also affect the schedule for the judgement drafting process, in new 
and ongoing cases, as the same judges would be in trial and in deliberation for judgements. With a caveat for the 
Karemera trial, however, the Tribunal aimed to deliver judgements in all cases during 2010. The Council was 
requested to approve mandate extensions for all but two currently serving Trial Judges until 31 December 2010. 
 
Three new ad litem judges had joined the Tribunal in January and were part of the bench in several new trials, he 
said. Efforts to recruit a fourth judge from the roster had not been successful, and the roster had been depleted. 
However, as evidence of the Tribunal’s commitment to downsizing wherever possible, and to prevent further 
delays, it had decided to try the remaining new cases with currently serving judges rather than request the 
appointment of additional ad litem judges. At the same time, that decision had without doubt placed an additional 
burden on the currently serving judges, all of whom were sitting in at least two cases, and often in three, at the same 
time. 
 
The inequality between permanent and ad litem judges concerning certain entitlements remained a major source of 
concern, he said, pointing out that the latter were now nearly identical in authority to the former. They were on 
equal terms with regard to responsibility and caseload. It was crucial to address that inequality not only to ensure 
motivation and commitment, but also as a matter of sheer equity. The Tribunal faced a constantly increasing 
turnover of staff, exacerbated by insecurity over the short-term contracts currently on offer. Loss of experience 
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translated into loss of institutional memory that was not easily replaced by engaging new staff. Thus the need to 
ensure the retention of experienced staff as long as their services were needed. 
 
Despite much achievement, important tasks remained, he said, noting that, 15 years after the genocide, 13 fugitives 
remained at large, four of them earmarked for trial as high-level accused. “For an international community 
committed to the fight against impunity, letting those indicted for the most serious crimes escape trial is not an 
acceptable option,” he stressed. The cooperation and assistance of Member States was a cornerstone for 
successfully completing the Tribunal’s mandate in many aspects. Two weeks ago, he had signed decisions for the 
transfer of a further nine convicts to a Member State for the enforcement of their sentences. The international 
community’s support was also urgently needed for the relocation of two acquitted persons in Arusha. 
 
Noting that the Tribunal was preparing budget proposals for the 2010-2011 biennium, he said its remaining 
workload was enormous and its ability successfully to complete it was very much dependent on adequate financial 
and human resources. While the Tribunal continued to work at full speed, preparations had been made for the 
period after it closed. Its report to the Council on the residual mechanism and archives would provide a “very solid 
and comprehensive” basis for the difficult decisions that the Council would have to make on those matters. 
 
He said he trusted that the joint goal of effectively avoiding impunity for genocide, war crimes and crimes against 
humanity committed in 1994 would be the overarching principle guiding the Council’s decisions. “We must and we 
will continue fighting against the culture of impunity and for accountability and justice. The goal of successful 
reconciliation and enduring peace in the Great Lakes region will only be achieved if all those concerned can trust 
the power of this message.” 
 
SERGE BRAMMERTZ, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, said 2009 
would be the last year of full trial activity before downsizing began in 2010. There had been much progress in the 
past six months, with the Prosecution having completed its final arguments in the Lukić and Lukić case. There were 
presently six cases on trial involving 19 accused. One was a complex prosecution of seven persons charged with 
crimes committed in Srebrenica, which was now in its final stages, with final arguments scheduled for the end of 
August. The other cases on trial, Djordjević and Perišić, were well advanced, while Prlić et al and Govina et al were 
now in the defence phase. Delays in the trial schedule included, most notably, the adjournment of the Šešelj case as 
a result of difficulties in securing evidence from the remaining witnesses. 
 
He went on to say that significant progress had been made in the last four cases currently in the pre-trial stage, with 
the Karadžić prosecution ready to start trial shortly and the Stanišić and Simatović case due to recommence in the 
coming weeks following a lengthy adjournment due to Mr. Stanišić’s health problems. The Prosecution was ready 
to begin the Simatović and Stojan Zupljanin trials, expected to take place in September, when the Tolimir case 
should begin as well. The Prosecution of appeals remained constant and was expected to increase significantly in 
future months. By the end of 2009, the Appeals Division would have a continuing inventory of 24 cases. 
 
The cooperation of Member States �� particularly Bosnia and Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia �� remained 
critical to the Prosecution’s work, he said, citing areas such as the provision of documents, access to archives, 
assurances that witnesses could testify and assistance in locating and arresting fugitives. Serbia had made progress 
in its cooperation and the arrest of Mladić and Hadžić remained the central issue in that context. Hopefully the 
political authorities in that country would provide all necessary support to the professional work done at the 
operational level in that regard. However, the Prosecution was concerned about recent negative statements by senior 
Government officials regarding the Tribunal’s judicial decisions. 
 
With regard to Croatia, he said the remaining outstanding issue was the Prosecution’s efforts to get the country to 
provide a number of key military documents relating to the 1995 Operation Storm, which had been unsuccessful 
despite long-term attempts. It was crucial that Croatia continued to focus its efforts on locating and providing those 
documents. As for Bosnia and Herzegovina, there were no specific outstanding trial issues, but the country’s 
judicial system continued to face challenges. 
 
Turning to the transfer of war crimes cases to national jurisdictions, he said the last four cases, involving 11 
suspects, would be moved to Bosnia and Herzegovina before the end of the year. Cooperation between prosecution 
services was improving, but national judiciaries continued to face significant legal obstacles and challenges with 
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regard to the prosecution of war crimes cases, including prohibitions against extradition and the transfer of cases. 
Those issues must be addressed through the establishment of the necessary legal frameworks. 
 
HASSAN BUBACAR JALLOW, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, said that since his 
last report to the Council in December 2008, there had been intense activity to implement the completion strategy. 
In the past six months, the Prosecution had commenced the trial of four new cases. Proceedings in the Nshogoza 
trial had just been completed and others continued progressively. Ongoing trials in the multi-accused case of 
Karemera et al and the single-accused case of Ephrem Setoko were moving towards finalization. Six detainees were 
currently awaiting the scheduling of their cases for trial. In the same period, seven new appeals had been filed. 
Proceedings had been concluded in the Renzaho, Kalimanzira, Nsengimana and Nshogoza cases and delivery of 
judgements by the Trial Chambers was expected before 31 December. The Prosecution was preparing for 11 appeal 
hearings. 
 
Despite the intense activity of the Prosecution’s Tracking Team, no arrests of the 13 outstanding fugitives had been 
secured in the past six months, he said. The Prosecution’s focus in the next six months would be on concluding 
ongoing trials, commencing those of the remaining detainees, intensifying tracking efforts for the arrest and transfer 
of fugitives, renewing efforts for the referral of some cases to Rwanda and other competent national jurisdictions, 
and exploring new measures to preserve the evidence in the trials of at least four fugitives earmarked for trial in 
Arusha when they were eventually arrested. 
 
The arrest of Felicien Kabuga continued to be a top priority, he emphasized, noting that incontrovertible evidence 
collected by the Joint Task Force �� comprising the Kenya Police and Tribunal investigators �� indicated that 
upon entry into Kenya in 1994 he had been granted a residence permit, authorized to carry out business in his own 
name, as well as with others, and had opened various bank accounts in his own name in local banks. The Joint Task 
Force had documented reported sightings of Mr. Kabuga over a long period, and for several years the Tribunal had 
been engaged in securing Kenya’s cooperation to arrest and transfer Mr. Kabuga for trial, and for the freezing of his 
assets and properties in that country. That had involved several missions to Kenya by Tribunal officials, mostly 
recently by the Prosecutor in March. 
 
So far, only one property, the Kabuga family residence in Nairobi known as the “Spanish villa”, had been the 
subject of any seizure by the Kenyan authorities, he continued. On 8 January 2008, the country’s Director of 
Immigration had written to the Joint Task Force, informing it that Mr. Kabuga had left Kenya. All efforts to obtain 
the particulars of his alleged departure from the authorities, including the Prosecutor’s March visit, and to gain 
access to Government records relating to his assets and activities, had been fruitless, as the Kenyan authorities had 
failed to comply with the Tribunal’s requests. 
 
He said consultations with the Democratic Republic of the Congo were continuing in the effort to find ways to 
secure the arrest and transfer of a large number of fugitives in that country. The Tribunal continued to appeal to the 
Council to call upon Kenya, the Democratic Republic of the Congo and all States for their cooperation in that 
regard. Its legacy depended on the international community’s ability to arrest and provide a fair trial to all those 
indicted for grave atrocities against other human beings. Closing the Tribunal without arresting or transferring 
fugitives created the real danger of maintaining an impunity gap that would be difficult to fill in the absence of a 
fully operational tribunal and adequate tracking capacity. It was urgent that Member States fully cooperate with the 
Tribunal and that the international community provide additional support, and pressure, in the case of the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, to ensure the immediate capture and transfer of those fugitives to Arusha for 
trial. 
 
Following the Appeals Chamber decisions rejecting the referral of cases to Rwanda, that country’s Government was 
in the process of enacting additional legislation to meet the Appeals Chamber’s remaining concerns about the 
protection of witnesses and the recording of testimony by witnesses who may be reluctant to travel to Rwanda. 
Once the law entered into force and the capacity for witness protection was established, the Office of the Prosecutor 
would consider making further applications for referrals to Rwanda. 
 
Urging the Council to call upon Member States to redouble efforts to support building the capacity of the Rwandan 
legal system, he said the country had the onerous burden of dealing not only with cases transferred from the 
Rwanda Tribunal, but from other national jurisdictions as well, in addition to the many other domestic cases of 
genocide, war crimes and crimes against humanity committed in 1994. Rwanda had already accomplished much in 
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that area, such as abolishing the death penalty, incorporating additional fair-trial guarantees into national law, 
facilitating upgrades and training of personnel. Those positive efforts should be encouraged by support for further 
capacity-building of the legal sector. 
 
He said that successful completion of the Tribunal’s mandate would depend to a large extent on its ability to 
transfer the cases of nine fugitives and some detained indictees for trial within Rwanda and other national 
jurisdictions sharing concurrent jurisdiction with the Tribunal. The fugitives’ continued and prolonged evasion of 
justice also posed challenges to the proper administration of justice, even when they were finally arrested and 
brought to trial. However, there were no times limits for the prosecution of such offences. The indictees would be 
prosecuted at any time after they were arrested, as long as evidence was available. 
 
The public interest in the proper administration of justice required that a fair and proper trial not be subverted by the 
success of the fugitives in evading justice long enough for the evidence possibly to disappear, he stressed. 
Accordingly, the Office of the Prosecutor had proposed amendments to the Rwanda Tribunal rules that would 
enable it to preserve the testimony of witnesses so as to keep it available in any subsequent trials if the witnesses 
were not available at that time. The rule change, when adopted, would facilitate special depositions from witnesses, 
at least for fugitives. Those proceedings were expected to be very limited in duration and should not have an 
adverse impact on the completion strategy. 
 
Statements 
 
IVO SANADER, Prime Minister of Croatia, reaffirmed his country’s commitment to full cooperation with the 
International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, noting that the mass killings countrywide and the 
shelling of many cities and towns were still remembered. It was regrettable that some perpetrators of those crimes 
remained at large, and that the death of former Serbian president Slobodan Milošević had prevented a full 
application of justice in his case. Having submitted a request for confirmation of its full cooperation, Croatia had 
been working to provide all needed documents and information. 
 
THOMAS MAYR-HARTING (Austria), chairman of the security council informal working group on the 
international tribunals, stressed the importance of trying referred cases in a fair manner and expressed hope that 
Rwanda’s efforts to strengthen its judicial system would allow the Rwanda Tribunal to reapply for the transfer of 
cases to that country. There was agreement among members of the working group that the most senior accused 
must be tried by the Tribunals before they completed their work. 
 
Residual mechanisms must be created for the trial of fugitives, contempt cases, referrals to national jurisdictions, 
supervision of sentence enforcement, maintenance of archives and other purposes, he said. Many questions 
remained about the residual mechanisms, including whether there should be two mechanisms or one with two 
branches, where their seat would be and where their archiving would be done. The working group was consulting 
with Tribunal officials on those questions and on the requests they had described in their presentations. 
 
LE LUONG MINH (Viet Nam), while acknowledging the unexpected and uncontrollable factors that had caused 
trial delays, expressed concern about continued lateness in transferring the accused to the Tribunals’ custody, the 
denial of all requests for referrals to Rwanda, and the difficulties faced by both Tribunals in retaining highly 
qualified staff. Resolution 1534 (2004) expressed the Council’s determination to review implementation of the 
Tribunals’ completion strategies and to ensure that the time frames set out and endorsed by resolution 1503 (2003) 
were met. 
 
Expressing support for all efforts to strengthen competent national judicial systems in order to facilitate the transfer 
of cases involving intermediate and lower-rank indictees, including fugitives, he noted that, in the past 18 months, 
the informal working group had been holding intensive discussions on a possible residual mechanism to replace the 
Tribunals in their post-completion period. Viet Nam supported those efforts. The Tribunals must receive the 
necessary guidance and support, including sufficient resources to complete their mandates and address legacy 
issues. 
 
LIU ZHENMIN ( China) expressed hope that the Tribunals would be more proactive, build on past work and adopt 
an innovative approach towards improving efficiency. The transfer of cases and fugitives to national jurisdictions 
was an important step for implementing the completion strategies, and the Prosecutor for the Rwanda Tribunal had 
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made very concrete suggestions in that regard. China hoped both Tribunals would intensify activities to transfer 
as many cases and fugitives as possible to national jurisdictions. 
 
Last December, the Council had acknowledged that the proposed ad hoc residual mechanism should be small and 
sufficient, he recalled, voicing support for a feasible and economical plan. Some of the Tribunals’ proposals to the 
working group were constructive and pointed to new thinking. The Secretary-General would submit a report, as 
requested by the Council, on administrative and budgetary issues in connection with the residual mechanism. That 
would facilitate the activities of the working group. The completion strategy, as endorsed by the Council should be 
pursued at all stages. Despite progress in the past two years, the remaining tasks were enormous. 
 
PHILIP PARHAM ( United Kingdom) acknowledged the obstacles hampering on-time completion, but urged the 
Tribunals to do everything possible to expedite their work by maximizing available time and space. The Council 
should continue to support the Tribunals and grant extensions as needed. The United Kingdom welcomed reports of 
improved cooperation by Serbia, recognizing that it was building a strong record in that regard. Hopefully, Serbian 
officials would avoid making further remarks hostile to the Tribunal. The United Kingdom also urged Croatia, 
against its background of solid cooperation, to provide all documents that were still not forthcoming, and urged 
Kenya expeditiously to bring fugitives from the Rwanda Tribunal to justice. 
 
VITALY CHURKIN ( Russian Federation) said the slow progress made by the Yugoslavia Tribunal was 
unacceptable as the delays violated human rights norms, particularly when the Tribunal had the option of 
transferring cases to national jurisdictions. Serbia’s cooperation with the Tribunal had been strong, but the Russian 
Federation was concerned about instances where countries had delayed the provision of documents. Both Tribunals 
should ensure that their work would be completed by 2010. The Russian Federation would work for the creation of 
the best residual mechanisms, and noted the progress made by the informal working group in facilitating their 
parameters. 
 
PATRICK MUGOYA ( Uganda) said he attached great importance to the Tribunals’ work in fighting impunity and 
bringing perpetrators of crimes against humanity to justice, and welcomed their progress despite the challenges they 
faced. Uganda also supported the recommendation that the Tribunals refer further cases to national jurisdictions 
while strengthening national capacities. Both Tribunals had requested an extension of their mandates as several 
cases were yet to be completed. Uganda supported their requests for extensions since their business remained 
unfinished. There was also a need to review the terms and conditions of service for non-permanent judges. 
 
JEAN-PIERRE LACROIX ( France) said the Council must take into account the obstacles hindering the referral of 
secondary-level indictees to national courts and equip the Tribunals with the means to carry out trials and appeals as 
soon as possible. Regarding requests for the redeployment of judges between the Trials and Appeals Chambers, and 
for extension of their terms, the Tribunals must be in a position to carry out their work until the very end. The 
success of their completion strategies depended on qualified, motivated staff, whose departure rate was worrisome. 
 
Stressing that the mandate of the Tribunals would not be fully completed until those responsible for heinous crimes 
were tried, he called on the European Union and the former Yugoslav nations to extend their assistance to the 
Yugoslavia Tribunal and on all States concerned to cooperate with its Rwanda counterpart in apprehending the 13 
fugitives still at large. France called on Kenya to hand over Felicien Kabuga and for the lifting of any legal 
obstacles to the transfer of cases to national jurisdictions. It would be unacceptable for the Rwanda Tribunal to 
close while 13 fugitives remained at large. 
 
ABDURRAHMAN MOHAMED SHALGHAM ( Libya) said that, while it was evident that there had been tangible 
progress in the Tribunals’ work, circumstances beyond their control had led to an increase in their workload. It was 
important that they complete their work as quickly as possible while upholding the standards of justice. The 
necessary resources must be provided and mandates extended as needed, with motivating conditions provided to 
staff. Transfers to local jurisdictions should be made as appropriate. As for the preservation of archives, it was 
important for the future of the rule of law in the region, and it was crucial that the Council make the best decisions 
regarding the functions of, and resources for, the residual mechanisms. 
 
MICHEL KAFANDO ( Burkina Faso) said that, in order to grapple with its workload, the Rwanda Tribunal should 
make all efforts to transfer second-tier defendants to national jurisdictions, and encouraged its officials to follow 
those cases very closely. The Tribunals must focus on limiting delays in the pre-trial process without sacrificing 
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standards. As for ad litem judges, the Council should review their situation, given their long-term employment. 
The options for archives and residual mechanisms should be submitted to the Council as soon as possible. Two 
separate mechanisms, or at least two separate branches, should be created because of the differences between the 
two Tribunals. The location of the archives should be considered in the context of the Tribunals’ important legacies. 
 
CLAUDE HELLER ( Mexico) said the Council must continue to maintain a pragmatic and flexible approach to the 
completion strategies, noting that the Tribunals faced difficulties in maintaining a balance between carrying out 
their mandates, maintaining financial and budgetary efficiency, and meeting their obligations to uphold the 
fundamental rights of victims. The completion strategies must continue to adhere to certain links, including the 
winding down of the Tribunals’ mandate. The task of guaranteeing a smooth transition between their closure and 
the creation of residual mechanisms required great care. Deadlines for extending the conclusion of their work must 
be reasonable, taking into account both Tribunals’ caseloads and resources. The mandates should not be extended 
indefinitely. The Council must monitor the Tribunals’ work and adapt its decisions accordingly. 
 
The referral of new cases to national jurisdictions required security for witnesses and victims, he stressed, voicing 
support for referrals except in cases where the implications were such that they must be dealt with by the Tribunals. 
It was also necessary to continue to create mechanisms that would make it possible to reduce staffing levels so that 
the Tribunals’ work met financial and budgetary concerns. Mexico acknowledged the merit of the proposals by both 
Tribunals to redeploy judges to bolster the Appeals Chambers, and supported the establishment of residual 
mechanisms, carefully taking into account various aspects such as mandates, functioning, composition and budget. 
The Council should remain focused on the main objective of guaranteeing that the wheels of justice continued to 
operate, and combating impunity for the most heinous crimes against humanity. 
 
NORIHIRO OKUDA ( Japan) admitted that his country’s expectations that the Tribunals would complete 
proceedings in 2010 were no longer realistic, but stressed that the Japanese Government would encourage them to 
complete their work as speedily as possible, aiming for the end of 2012 rather than mid-2013 as their completion 
date. Japan was prepared to work on Council measures to hasten the completion strategy, which might include 
extending or redeploying some judges in a cost-effective manner. Japan encouraged the Member States concerned 
to cooperate by arresting the two suspects indicted by the Yugoslavia Tribunal and the 13 indicted by the Rwanda 
Tribunal, including Felicien Kabuga. 
 
It was unfortunate that the transfer of cases to national jurisdictions had not been completely successful, he said, 
voicing the expectation that additional transfers might be possible in the near future, in light of ongoing efforts by 
national courts. Also, given that the Tribunals had been established as exceptional measures, they faced challenges 
unique to ad hoc bodies, including the need for a residual mechanism after completion, which had not been 
anticipated at the time of their establishment. Such mechanisms must live up to international standards while 
remaining cost-effective. Since January, intensive and extremely useful discussions had been taking place in the 
informal working group and Japan would continue to be an active participant. 
 
ROSEMARY DICARLO ( United States), applauding the work carried out by the Tribunals thus far, urged them to 
strive for completion in the most timely manner. Their requests for the extension of judges’ mandates should be 
granted. The United States called on all Member States to cooperate in bringing all remaining fugitives to justice 
and called on Kenya, in particular, to take additional steps to help the Rwanda Tribunal capture the fugitive 
reportedly on its territory. 
 
She recognized, in addition, Serbia’s efforts to locate fugitives from the Yugoslavia Tribunal, urging that country to 
provide all necessary assistance with regard to the two remaining fugitives accused of committing crimes in the 
former Yugoslavia. The United States trusted that Croatia would provide all necessary cooperation in providing 
documents in the cases concerned. On the creation of residual mechanisms, the Council should create an enduring 
record of crimes and judicial responses that must not be forgotten. 
 
JORGE URBINA ( Costa Rica) said the establishment of the Tribunals had been a step against impunity, creating 
an important deterrent and showing that peace and justice were not at odds. Another important legacy of the 
Tribunals would be the strengthening of national courts. There was a need to continue capacity-building efforts and 
to guarantee impartiality in cases transferred to national jurisdictions. The residual mechanisms must be able to try 
fugitives still at large. Due process must always be accorded and the judicial proceedings should, therefore, make 
the most of the resources assigned, while upholding standards of justice. 
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Council President BAKI İLKIN ( Turkey), speaking in his national capacity, encouraged the Tribunals to continue 
their efforts to expedite proceedings without prejudice to the principles of fair trial. In order for that to happen, the 
Council must take additional measures to match the judicial capacity of the Tribunals with current circumstances. 
Turkey was ready to support such measures. 
 
Noting that the number of fugitives remained unchanged since the last reports from the Tribunals, he appealed to all 
States to cooperate fully in their pursuit and arrest. With regard to the referral of cases to national jurisdictions, the 
international community should provide support to strengthen the national institutions of the countries concerned. 
As for residual issues, Turkey expected the Working Group to resolve the remaining issues in the coming months. 
 
FEODOR STARČEVIĆ ( Serbia) said his Government appreciated the recognition it had received for its efforts to 
provide witness protection, documents, and other forms of technical assistance to the Yugoslavia Tribunal. There 
seemed to be a growing belief in Serbia’s commitment to the Tribunal and in apprehending Mladić and Hadžić, as 
indicated by the Secretary of State of the United States, who had recognized that Serbia was “doing its best”. In the 
past two weeks, the Government had circulated a report on its activities in relation to the Tribunal and had informed 
the diplomatic community about recent developments in that regard, following the Prosecutor’s recent visit to 
Belgrade. 
 
He said his country continued to support the Tribunal’s completion strategy, through which it had identified 12 of 
the most important functions of the residual mechanism to be set up upon the completion of proceedings. One of 
those functions related to the Tribunal’s archives. The Government of Serbia had presented its official position to 
the Tribunal and the Security Council on that topic on 23 October 2008, and was interested in participating in 
ongoing dialogues concerning that issue. The Government had also presented its views on the residual mechanisms 
after adopting an official position on 13 March. 
 
IVAN BARBALIĆ ( Bosnia and Herzegovina) said his country’s judicial authorities took very seriously the referral 
of cases to national jurisdictions as a very important component of the completion strategy. The number of cases 
referred to Bosnia and Herzegovina was significant compared with other countries in the region. The War Crimes 
Chamber of the country’s State Court was fully operational and its judges, in cooperation with international 
counterparts, had created a positive judicial environment and conditions. Bosnia and Herzegovina continued to 
grant the Tribunal access to Government archives and to provide requested documentation. The relevant authorities 
had also provided adequate responses to requests for assistance and facilitated the appearance of witnesses. 
 
He said that a State strategy on war crimes cases, adopted by the Council of Ministers in December 2008, set the 
criteria for distributing cases between State and lower courts, while cataloguing the crimes committed. It also 
stressed the importance of regional cooperation in war crime investigations and called upon authorities urgently to 
improve that cooperation. In that context, it was unacceptable that the Government of Serbia had issued, through 
Interpol, international arrest warrants for 19 citizens of Bosnia and Herzegovina for allegedly having committed 
war crimes in that country. The Tribunal had returned that case to the relevant institutions in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, which should process it. 
 
Bosnia and Herzegovina recognized the Prosecutor’s dedication and determination to secure justice for victims, he 
said. But the fact that two fugitives remained at large was a serious obstacle to fulfilling the Tribunal’s mandate. 
They must be tried and Bosnia and Herzegovina called for the immediate arrest of Mladić and Hadžić. That must 
remain the Tribunal’s main priority and the reason why the international community should not declare its mandate 
complete until justice was served. Implementation of the completion strategy was of great concern as the 
international community’s strong involvement in the arrest and trial of the remaining fugitives, contempt 
proceedings, and supervision and management of prison sentences was very much required. The cooperation and 
support of all countries was crucial in ensuring that impunity was not an option. 
 
MARTIN NGOGA, Prosecutor General of Rwanda, said his Government had consistently extended its cooperation 
and support to the Rwanda Tribunal by facilitating access to witnesses, assisting in their movement to and from 
Arusha, and ensuring witness security, among other things. Although the Prosecutor’s request to transfer cases to 
Rwanda had been rejected, the Government remained prepared to receive any future cases. Regarding the 
objections to referral, Rwanda was proposing amendments to the laws governing the transfer of cases and the law 
abolishing the death penalty. It also had established a witness protection unit within the judiciary. 
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He said the decision to reject transfers to Rwandan jurisdiction had severely undermined the Government’s ability 
to pursue and bring to justice those suspected of genocide all over the world. It had diluted efforts to tackle 
impunity, setting back any progress in national reconciliation and reconstruction. “Erroneous, factually incorrect 
assessments” and occasional “deliberate misrepresentations” by human rights organizations, such as Human Rights 
Watch, had contributed to that effect. 
 
Remarking on the process to determine the final destination of the Tribunal’s archives, he said they should be 
transferred to Rwanda upon completion of the Tribunal’s mandate. They were a part of the country’s history and 
vital to preserving the memory of the genocide and educating future generations on genocide prevention. The 
Government was hopeful that the final destination would be Rwanda, without prejudice to the question of 
ownership and the issue of unrestricted access by the international community. The Rwandan Government had 
ratified agreements with the Tribunal and with the Special Court for Sierra Leone on the serving in Rwanda of 
sentences handed down by those two bodies. They were considered central in dispelling mistrust of Rwandan 
institutions and would contribute to the reconciliation process. 
 
ZACHARY MUBURI-MUITA ( Kenya) said his country had been, and remained, an active player in the 
international criminal justice system. Rwandan fugitives found within Kenyan territory in the past had been arrested 
and surrendered to the Tribunal. The country had helped deliver the highest number of genocide suspects, a 
testament to its commitment to the Tribunal’s work in particular and to the administration of international criminal 
justice in general. Felicien Kabuga was not in Kenya. He had been in the country in the early years, but he was 
certainly not there now. Kenya had nothing to benefit from hiding him and, with the kind of reward on his head, no 
Kenyan would allow him to “run around”. The Government of Kenya had followed every possible lead and had 
come to a dead end. Comprehensive reports to that effect had been made to Arusha. 
 
Advising the Prosecutor to widen his search, he said it should include destinations where the money trail led, and 
where the fugitive was said to own other property. The Kenyan Government had been engaged in consultations with 
the Prosecutor’s Office and the Tribunal was aware that the Kenyan authorities were vigorously defending in the 
Court of Appeal a lower-court decision to freeze transactions relating to property registered in Mr. Kabuga’s name. 
The Government’s commitment to the cause of the Tribunal was unquestionable, and should the fugitive ever be 
found within Kenyan territory, he would be apprehended and surrendered to Arusha. Kenya reassured the Council 
of its unwavering commitment to cooperate fully with the Tribunal in support of international criminal justice and 
the eradication of impunity. 
 
Mr. BYRON, President of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, thanked delegates for their support and 
reiterated his intention to complete proceedings expeditiously and with the highest standards. 
 
Mr. JALLOW, Prosecutor of the International Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda, while acknowledging Kenya’s 
support over the years, stressed that Mr. Kabuga’s remaining at large had been an issue since the 1990s. If he had 
indeed left Kenya, the Tribunal would like to have a full accounting of that fact. 
 
He said he had been following allegations about crimes committed by members of the Rwandan Patriotic Front, as 
well as trials arising from earlier crimes that had been held in Rwandan courts under monitoring by the Tribunal. 
Two dozen officers had been prosecuted in the recent past and proceedings were ongoing. However, proceedings 
concerning the latest allegations were not yet ready. 
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