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Salone Times
Thursday, 6 February 2003

‘Johnny
PLP

-~ Hon. Hassan

By Salamatu Turay
Peace and Liberation
Party (PLP) Member of
Parliament Hon,
Hassan Kamara, yester-
day denied rumonrs tht
the leadership of the
party will change fol-
lowing the disappenr-
ance of its leader Hon.

H
during police raid re.
cenitly I.
In nniintcrview wiﬂ'ii
.‘)'ALQF‘JE TIMES in P'a r‘~=i
liament, Tower Hill, in!
l-'rcelohwu, Hon. Kamara'.i_
said !hI it the PLP has no.
reasoln

Paul from the pariy, even |
i he isireplaced in pae
liament, He wenl ou o'
say thallthere is a consti-
tllliillla]j provision which .
states }l’an}f party mom-
ber is suspended irom
apliamgat, it is only the
eader ff(‘ that party ihal
has thevight (o inform

& He Lucthpr explained that

2 leader of the PLT anfil he

ohnny lanl Korema

1o expel Johnny| _

he Spepkec of Pailia.
neut ol gny replacemant,

“Hon. ls'_'g'?rnul:; is still the .

'('—1'[. i Il i .l' 43‘."

—_ / -
V 4 . g
ii bl 2 ﬂL" ; { ¥ { /

eader

Kamara

decides otherwise.”

Quoting Section 77k, of
the 1991 Constituiion. a
Member of Parliament
(who did not wanl io be
named), said that an hiP
wonld only be sugpended

-

from Parlisment if that
MP does not atfend pai-
liamentary session for
thirly sittings withount
any good reason. “But
Hon. Koroma has only |
beca absenl for vae sif. |

finge. " ihe B4 aaid,
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The Deputy Inspector (renem{ (Jf Police Brima Adm Iumm: " Saxs vepded

that the January 13 attack on the M:Hmry cngumrri:m base wi

Wellingtom wonld have got out ﬂf control, if it had not rm: et favnedfod
with tactfulness and competence fo put things under wr@pr,,,“ 3

Vi, Lamarn was n.ai-m[-
Gewoige Street offioe V.

He said that the inciles s af [
\‘.t'lhl, senior offioars weyes oy pron
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Concord Times
Thursday, 6 February 2003

Johnny Paul’s Escape
Three Police, One

Sold'erlmplicated

While Major have Heen ng tion, one Police Superintend-

intn the

tdents of Pulice

ed

enl, Amos Kargbo foll

u the cause of his eseape

them fater but was deplo

at the rare-cordon area of the w their collective action

o turned

Tant aper Layahun of rlu himaml  operations. rechnically
ves wregs of Sierra ] Mboeven Fhese senior Police Officers the Senior As-
b Inspector thougii e was the prime sus are said o have been given issioners of

the of pect ne orders as o who should

by ! CONT'D BACK PAGE

D—

Accondime o our fenma-  actually lead

L1 Korama George Bainaren Sl Hockarie 1AL Sesas (Ranger ) Savael Knrgbe




1 From¥Front Page
i?oiice at the Gold Com-
! mand level from whom the
| troops took the last orders to
. exscutive the operations.

' The Senior Assistant Com-

missioner of Police in charge .

of Operations, Munu has r2-

~giving the inadequate com-
mand te the Team, and the
technical adviser, Head of the
OSD has alsc denied giving
the last command /order,
while SAC, CDIID, Somasa

Vo LI

has in fact said he was not in__tigning, -if the-truttrshiould ~ gineering base was a mere §

~the-counitr/ wien the incident
" happened.

" Now._it-appears-as-if-the——Johnny Faul, 11 1S said, 15 In _ that the armed robbers

© Acting Deputy Inspector
General of Police (7) Brima

" Acha Xamara aad or his
bess, the Inspector-General
of Police may have given the
orders/ccmmand.

Analysts are saying that
Keith and Brima Acha
" Kamara should account for
1. P Koroma, otherwise, they
both be arrested for falling to
either give appropriate orders
for the arrest of Johnny Paul
Koroma or spontaneously

- bringing io task the culprits/ General of Police, M3
fused taking the blame for _suspecisinvolvedinte op- Keith Biddle told local§

erations.

Some observers say Keith
and his “Son” B. A Kamara
are toying with the security
of this nation and thus they
need to be held tight for ques-

come out of the on-going in-
vestigations.

constant touch with some
senior service men through a
cell phone which, has made
it difficult for him to be
trapped dowrn.

Some sources evea 4nsinu-

this man down’, remarked &
cne Poyo Seller in§
Goderich. R
Meanwhile, after the§
Monday January 13, 2003
shoot-cut at the Military
Enginesring base at#
Willingtor, the Inspector- §

Journalists at his usual
press briefing, held at the$
Police Headguarters in§
Freetown on Tuesday
January 14, 2603 that the§
attack ofi the Militacy En-$

armed robbery. :
He went further to say§

met stiff resistance by the §
security personnel, which
included the Police, SLA s}
and UNAMSIL.
Mr. Keith Biddle stoongly @
dismissed any semblance

all of these is that Brima
Acha Kamara and Johnny
Paul Koroma hail from the
© same village
. They are also said
to be first Cousins. Heis said
to have in fact been in charge
ot Johnny Paul Koroma's dia-
. mond deals from which pro-
ceeds he is alleged to have
built that fantastic fuily tiled
- mason up at Hill Station.
Cn the other hand, if Keith
is absolutely innocent about
Johanv Paul’s escape, why
- has he not instituted his
usual habit of quickly array-
ing suspects befere the regu-
lar Courts of law?

fused to go out of cell phone
coverage area so that he can
be properly and promptly
briefed about the sate of af-
fairs by his own men in the
system.

Ancther sciicol of thought
also suggests that J.P
Kerema is in the finn grip
of some disloya! security
men in either Frestown or
Makeni for his safety, find-
ing way for him out of the
country.

‘A spontaneous all-round

check on all the Military
Barracks in this country at
‘an odd moment will surely
_do us some gocd to track

—ny

~of a Coup and said that}

. calm and go about his/her§

every body should stayj

. usual business. i
However, few davs later. g
about 18 people were ar-§
rested for what the Police §
referred to as an a!:e:npr
to destabilise the State. 8
Before press time, about #
77 people have so far$
been arrested. among$
which, it is speculated that §
abour 20 ars soldiers, and 3
nine declared wanted for 2
what?
Inspector General of Po- 8
lice is making fool ofthe-
pecple of Sierra Leone. We g
need to call things by their @
names.



The Policy
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jonnny Paul’s Escape

The studied system of castigation and
crucifixion| being practi}ced upon the
Sierra Lepne Police Force in the
wake of Johnny Paul’s escape is cur-
rently undermining the 'rationnlity of
the ordim*ry man in this country.
J.S.Mboka|Reports.
It is unfortunate

that these things

are happening in the

| . -
tean) of officers to
move the force for-

ward after his de-
parture|in 2003.
Undeniably, these
officers were cho-
senon llbe bases of
competence, integ-

- rity and maturity. If

we contipue to cast
a; blanket slur on

this team, we can
unpack the entire
Biddulean adminis-
tration before
Keith Biddle leaves
at the end 0f 2003,
What team will
steer the force af-
ter we have nipped

- —

The Backlash on the SLP

the shadow ad-
ministration in the
‘bud? Or do we
‘want  second-
crated  officers
(raw and ill-

: equipped) to han-

Cont’d Page 2

terminal stages of
Keith Biddle’s in-
valuable service to
this nation. It is be-
ing rumoured that
Keith B:1dle has
already «bi-on g
PR AR = ey e SETERIIE |
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i
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FROM FRONT PAGE |

dle the affairs of the SLP because Johnny
Paul is at large?

We should not forget that a few policemen
and a soldier were under instructioh to ar-
rest Johnny Paul Koroma and present him to
headquarters. It is not/the manner ofsenior
officers to effect arrests. If the team has
failed to perform its duty, do we have to cas-
tigate the entire force for the failings of a
handful of its members? I am asking these
questions because the press has pouréd every
species of abuse and eurrility on the SLP,
and has thus succeeded in blackening the
character of the entire institution in the wake
of Johnny Paul’s =scape. |

The Police Force has suffered ddath and
humiliation in the chormance of patriotic
service to this nation| Official returns state
that junta forces killed over 200 poli¢emen in
the course of the January 1999 invasion.
Many complex cases Eavc been successfully
investigated and prosecuted by the Sierra
Leone Police Force. These are all indices of
professionalism and patriotism. Besides, the
force has developed considerably over the

Johnny Paul’s Escape

years as a result of Keith Biddle’s lead-
ership. Biddle has never been backward
in sacrificing his time, talents, health and
private interests at the altar of poli¢e de-
velopment! Even the bitterest engmies
of the SLP will admit that our police
force is,more professional than many
other forces in the sub-region, The
unwearied hostility of the press against
the SLP is therefore unjustifiable. Itis
unfortunate that history repeats itselfso
accurately in this country. After all of
the exertions of ECOMOG ((now
UNAMSIL) forces in this country, a
security breach occurred in1999, cost-
ing ECOMOG their hard-earned pres-
tige in the sub-region. It was convinc-
ingly argued that ECOMOG troops were
few on the ground, and that logistical in-
sufficiéncy could not permit efficiency,
but alas, ECOMOG troops were accused
of selling out. Today, itis the turn of the
SLP whose members suffered death in
the course of junta expedition. The lapses
of few people have engendered a cam-
paign of profanity against the entire SLP,
leading lo accusations that bear no

(I/, I ]_hl Vs 1‘\'

ot sk |

proof.
It will be an unnecessary and unpro-
ductive task to enumerate all of the
areas in which the Sierra Leone Po-
lice Force has demonstrated profes-
sionalism. It is an open book for the -
entire nation! Those who make fur-
ther attributions of dishonesty to the
Sierra Leone Police Force, on the
basis of Johnny Paul’s escape, shauld .
pray for forgiveness because the pun-
ishment being meted out to the entire
force is incommensurate with ‘the
offence’ committed by a few people.
I am putting ‘offence” in inverted
commas because the isspe is still be-
ing investigated and no specific alle-
gation of deviance has been leveled
against individuals. I do know that a
Mr. Spmassah has been charged with
the responsibility of probing Johnny
Paul’s escape. Heads will definitely
roll as a result of this investigation,
but until the investigation is concluded,
we should avoid hasty allegations and |
erroneous generalizations.
See Next Issue.
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1 Johnny Paul’s escape

|iics.

Accelerate infighting in

Korome from justice as a result of the sheoting inci-
dent &t Wellington which observers suspect was}.
| ancther coup attempt to shatter constitutionality, the}

res of the Police Force has reared its ugly head once|

Ldevelopment iS-assuming swkward-gimension every

jend of & second as vices such as ethnicity, senti-

Police force

Since the mysterious escape of Johany Paul

underground war of succession among senior cad-

more. _ ool
Suspicicus fingers have been pointing against one
personalty ie Ag. DIG Brima Ache. Kamara-for.the
escape of fugitive Johnny Paul Keroma. This sad

ments end politicisation as the race for Inspector
Generaiship of the Sierra Lecne Folice Force after
the incumbent Keith Biddle will blow out of propor-

tion if president Tejan Kabbah and his govém-
et ere nottactiat i desling Wit this Complex” 1

sue. o
It is plein truth that each of the senior cadre h_as
his/her eyes focused on the pinrecie of the police

admiristration. itis a hot seat, therefore, it must be)
competitive among those who deserve it in the po-

Bu; the issue of casting aspersion sgaipst amnd!n
vidual perhaps, because of his ethnic and regional

of
CONT’D BACK PAGE

[ R TR T ——————
N —

Erom FrontPage  riow that Keith Biddle 7o |
aftifiation to Johinny Pauj Still here s to address the |
Koroma (now wanted by issue of security in afl the |
the state) may not augur forces so that gruesome |
the past may |
L monish him to replace

well in our present sityg- Mistakes of
tion especiaily when the not re-occur

police force has been In as much as the peaple
“force for Of this nation deserve the |
¢ for another term rather
the fault in the ongoing in- |

transformed to
good”. o
The people of this coyn-
try would like to inherit 5 vestigation, it should pe
post- Keith Biddle Poiice genuinely carried out

right to knew where (igs

termined to forge ahead in - vidual, buf o address
the process of rebuiding 4 What went wrong and how
battered and tattered nation, {0 prevent it in future,

The Johnny Pay) Saga Meanwhile, in order 1o
Ishoukd not be used as 3 Yyard- €ase the ongoing tension
stick to eliminate Brima Achs on the palice force, presi.
Kamara amcng senior mem. dent Tejan Kabbah should
bers of the force from the 90 back to the drawing
race. board and work out an-
What _needs io be done other formula fe repiace

administration that js de- Without targgﬂng an indi-.

Keith Biddle.

In heiping the president

work out tangible formuls,

we in the Roksl Times
-Would fike lo sincerely ag-

Keith Biddie wiln another
colonialist or refain him

than eliminating Brims

i Acha Kamara and re-
“ place him with anothsr
! officer because of elhnic,
| partisan or regional sen-
i timents. On the other
i hand, give on to Caesar (

' Brima Acha Kamara) what
s due him.
“In doing so, president

Kabbeh would haye saved

[this naticn from another

catastrophe within the

iPolice fcoree,



Independent Observer
Thursday, 6 February 2003

JOHNNY PAUL:

Bomball

The whnereabouls  of 2vading police arrest last résidence painted out that the news of  Londen or Gh just 3 lforces and thereby give
wanlec¢ member of month at his_Juba Hul Anangry youth has however  Johnny Paul's gscape 10 ploy to occupy the secunty  chance to the former Major
Pariament Johnn | T o evade arrest whilg
3 niding  converiently
somewnere in the north
it coul! be recalied that
Jahnmy Paul Koroma used
AMakeni as his headquarter
when he fled™ fiom
Freetown following the
1988 military intervention
that ousted the AFRC
juria which he was thén
heading
i Meanwhile the SLEP
Jovernment is yet to come
out with a statement on the
presant . situation
i s e AU O D AHORE -~ Mt e
Frofessor Kaika: whd had
= been running his weekiy
2 \_\13 press brefing in s Youy
Building office has refused
fo comment on the an-
going search for the
alleged coup piolters as
i well as the continuing
Makeni town in northern i arrest of suspects in the
HBombali. Crstrict , country
glAccording to unconiirmed i Afthough the Cril Society
gregoris, the former junts . Movemeni has given a 72
¢ wha had earlier Nour deadhne fo the police
stated that ne was in Lung) 10 produce the fugitive
@heading ior the Nonn was poltician, there 1s still no
ciuaily speaking the truth | nfermation  fram  the
fand nokdirying to diver: security forces about
Ratteniion from ine locater : Koroma's whereabouts
Jof his rude-cut "
BAithough Independent
server has not oe
atle to get confirmaticr
rom Makeni sources
Flheie s avery ingication
hat the PLP presigential
ghopetui couid anly be abie
C ide in the nerth as he
il not gam  sympathy
either in the south or eas:
as he is seen by the
: of these
BGIONS as one of the main
[people  tetund  the
destruction of these

reaching Independent
Obsacver siate that
#wvanted Member of
§FPaniament-Johnny Paul "
BKoroma is hiding in a tiny 1

jhamiet on the outskirts of N

i
|
i

junta leader might have
refuge after




The Democrat
Thursday, 6 February 2003

Hunt For Johnny Paul Intensifies

By Umayu 8. Jarr
POLICx have intensified their search for

fugitive Member of Parliamenf and erst-
Wwhise junta leader Johnny Papl Koroma
and ecight of his accomplices declared
wanted. This is evident in an Increase in
the number of check points along the Free-
town/Waterloo highway.

rigorous searching and in
some cascs asked fo pro-
duce identity cards for the
| establishment of their true

Three check points which g,

wore dismantlafler the of-  Police have contirmed the
ficial declrationof'theend  roport but insist the check
of the war have been  points were mounted for
erected again. C S ionary and
have also been subjoctod 0 fhat they would beremoved

onee their objective is ac-

complished. They deoclined

o elahorate

Commuters and drivers
| s

Jokm‘ry Paiil Kommar. !mfrred'

alike have expressed dis-
gust at the new arrange-
ment. The lormer say they
are being harassed whilst e
latter complain of extortion

Meanwhile, the number of

suspects in Police custody
has increaged to 77. This
was disclosed by e Senigr

10

Commissioner of Police
Professional Standard,
Oliver Somasa, at fheir
woekly press brieling at the [
I o Vi e e fd
Headquarters, Tuesday 4. @
Mr. Somasa revealed that 8

findings on investipntions §
into Hon Johomy Paul’s es-
cape will e released Iates
today. The delay, he said,
was due to the snavoid. [
able absence ol key of-
ficers wanlesd For question
ing. The said ofticers had
faveled to the poovinees i
on oflicinl duties, J




The News

Friday, 7 February 2003

Friday February 7,*2003

THE NEWS

11

I'age 6

Police Release Flndln

Top level management of the Sle

Johnny Paul Koroma.

rra Leone Police
Force, were meeting late yester(lay evening aliead
of the release: of a: report into an investigation
surrounding the escape of fo||mer Junta leader

T|1ercp0n|scxpectcdlu aucordﬁng to
‘-bc rclcasrd today Cmnmiksmncr rcspnns:bfc

police

Padz

for  Professional
Standards, Oliver
Somassa.

In the wake of the
recent attack on an
army base in

Wellington, the police
L ] = am

conducted: a swoop on
Johnny Paul Koroma's
Juba Hill residence and
made some arrests.

The former junta leader
escaped under
mysterious
circumstances which left
the tongue-wagging
public heaping blames on
the police.

The force decided to
mount an in-house
investigation involving
mostly the arrest team
that went to Johnny
Paul's house.

1’s Escape:
gs Today
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Mandereh Tells Poli

R ———

I haven't set eyes|
on John

Retired Capt. Abubakarr
Kamara, known popularly as
Mandereh, has regained his
freedom, 72 heurs after he
was talen into police custody
for questioning in relation to
the Wellington Barracks
attack for which Johnny Paul
Koroma and several others on
the run are also being sought
Mandereh has convinced
police.that for the past four
months he stopped visiting
Johnny Paul's Juba
residence because

B

I By Brima Dawson I(uyareﬁl

according to him, the ex-junta
supremo’'s wife, Makuta
insulted him on several
ozcasions for which he
resolved to keep away from
that faimily. His statement to
the police was collaborated

12

ny Paul
for 4 months

with that of some of those held

in custody.

Mandereh's former
association with Johnny Paul
Koroma was what made him
a suspect. And according to
a senior police officer who
spoke to this medium
yesterday he said that in a

S e B 1

O

situation like this. people file
those arested are suspecis §
until proven not guilly. as @
was in Manderel s case .
The officer made it clear Uil
those still in custody who
have no case Lo answer will |
be released. but o specific
lime was givéi

\"”_‘1/ (deny T ) 2

. I JL> S.’.f Y /
|~ fi'L'\- Y}{' - (( Cin \ C \
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ohnn

By Abu Bakarr Mumu

anspeuto‘ Lebbie of CID
#§headquarters and ASP
gKamara of Police
Headquarters who led the
iteam of security personnel
fto effect the botched arrest
icf Johnny Paul Koroma
have been suspended from
iduty indefinitely. a police
§press release said last ight,
Mo further details were
given
il( Is alsu revealed that an
Jundisclosed number of
iuther personnel sent to Juba
Hill _residence  with

mﬂimﬂh}

il
i ¥

‘T' :
N d e

n—-—-—-—-u—-—-sn-—-——--“m-—

ny Paul’s
2 Pollce

instruction to arrest alf those

residing there two weeks ago
were among the suspended
A police news release is

expected today to ascertain.

whether or not there was a

breach of professional codés

of conduct on the part of the
See back page )

!fmhce personnel in the
{escape of ' Johnny Paul,
!now a fugitive
Members at the Complaint
jDmcipime Internal
finvestigation
iDepartmen_t(CDHDJ unit of
the police force have spent
the last' two weeks
chnducling an in-house
Imvestlganon to establish
any possible involvement of
IDEI’SOHHEUI‘I the escape of
IJ-:\hnn\,uI Paul
This comes in the wake of
public criticisms pointing
Iaccusmg fingers directly at
fithe police. to which the
lpollce had accepted biame.

13
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"p.palmer” To: <leonenet@listproc.umbc.edu>

<p.palmer@dsl.pipex.c ce:

om> Subject: SIERRA LEONE: Court investigations may be completed in June
Sent by:

owner-leonenet@listpro

c.umbc.edu

07/02/2003 14:59

SIERRA LEONE: Court investigations may be completed in June

ABIDJAN, 7 February (IRIN) - Investigators for the Special for Sierra Leone
may complete their work by June, the Court reported in-a-press statement on
Thursday. Depending on the information the investigators collect, the Court
may thereafter indict and eventually try suspects.

Court Prosecutor David Crane told residents of the western district of Port
Loko on Tuesday that his team of investigators was "working hard to put
together our cases" and had made significant progress. "I am pleased to
announce that my team of investigators could complete their investigations ..
-by - dJune- of-this year,* Crame ggid." "~~~ 7T

Since RAugust, Crane and his staff have held community meetings in various
parts of the country to seek views on how they should prosecute those who
bear the greatest responsibility for violations of international
humanitarian law during Sierra Leone's 10-year civil war. They have visited
11 of the country's 12 districts.

The court, expected to cost just under US $60 million, was created through
an agreement between the United Nations and the Government of Sierra Leone
and has a three-year mandate. It is expected to work side by side with
Sierra Leone's Truth and Reconciliation Commission.

ts eight judges were sworn in in December. Three were appointed by the
government of Sierra Leone and five by the UN Secretary-General. In January,
the Court moved its registry and administrative branches into its new site
in the centre of the capital, Freetown.

Meanwhile the Special Representative of the UN Secretary-General to Sierra
Leone, Ambassador Oluyemi Adeniji, on Wednesday officially opened a
five-lecture-room building built at a polytechnic college with funds
provided by the UN Mission to Sierra Leone (UNAMSIL).

According to a UNAMSIL press statement, Adeniji said the mission's
involvement in constructing the building at the Eastern Polytechnic in
Kenema District, eastern Sierra Leone, resulted from the urgent need to
repair the damage done by the war.

The additional space means more students can now be admitted into the
polytechnic and over the next five years, about 1,000 additional students
can graduate from it. Five lecturers from Nigeria have been seconded to
teach at the polytechnic.

[ENDS]

IRIN-WA
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