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The Patriotic Vanguard 
Monday, 5 March 2007 
 
Sierra Leone: Norman’s Body Arrives Wednesday 
 
By Gibril Koroma  
 
The remains of Chief Samuel Hinga Norman(photo), former Civil 
Defence Forces (CDF)leader and former SLPP Interior minister, will 
be flown to Freetown, Sierra Leone, on Wednesday March 7, 
according to a press release signed by Reverend Alfred SamForay of 
the Hinga Norman-CDF Defence Fund. 
 
The release stated that an autopsy by forensic pathologists r
the governments of Sierra Leone, Senegal,and the UN was performe
in Dakar today, Monday, March 5 and that the pathologists’ report is expected tomorrow 
Tuesday, March 6,after which the body will be flown to Sierra Leone for burial. 

epresenting
d 

 

"The body will be accompanied to Freetown on Wednesday by Chief Norman’s eldest son, Sam 
Norman Jr. and the family’s chief representative and former vice president,Dr.Albert Joe 
Demby",the release added. 
 
The release, which we received today, further revealed that a public viewing and paying of last 
respects by Freetown and Western Area residents to be hosted by the Sierra Leone Civil Society 
is planned for Thursday March 8 at the Sewa Grounds in Freetown prior to the conveying of the 
body to a location near Bo on Friday March 9,from where the Society of Kamajors will receive 
and convey the body to Bo with a public viewing and paying of final respects at Bo Town 
Council Friday afternoon. 
 
The service of Christian burial of the late CDF leader and government minister will be held at a 
location in Bo on Saturday March 10. He will finally be laid to rest alongside his mother and 
other family members at Ngolala village near Mongere in the Valunya chiefdom, Bo district, on 
Sunday March 11. Members of the Poro, Wunde and allied societies will commit the body for 
burial in Nglolala, the release stated. 

mailto:gibrilkoroma@aol.com
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Christian Monitor (website) 
Monday, 5 March 2007 
Editorial 
http://www.christian-monitor.org/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=356&Itemid=39 
 
President Kabbah: Father of all hypocrites!     
  
If only the dead could speak then the late Chief Hinga Norman would say to President Kabbah 
today: ‘You disowned me when I needed you most; sick and in prison, you never visited me so, 
you cannot now claim to be my friend go away you lair and hypocrite.’ And that would be true 
and also not being rude. It was four years ago, 10th March 2003, when the late chief had the 
rudest shock of his life which he never recovered from; he was arrested in his office whilst a 
serving minister in Kabbah’s government, handcuffed and marched to the cells of the Special 
Court; a court that Kabbah requested for from the international community.  To make it even 
more humiliating, the whole scenario was captured on camera and distributed worldwide. When 
asked on air a few days later about the legitimacy of the Special Court and its power to arrest a 
serving minister widely seen as a hero of the 11-year-war and the restoration of democracy in 
1998, Kabbah was quick to say that Chief Norman had exceeded his mandate in the struggle to 
restore his (Kabbah’s) government and that is why he is being held accountable.   What Kabbah 
did in that broadcast was, not only give his stamp of approval to the arrest and detention of a loyal 
minister, but effectively insinuating and presuming that the chief was guilty – forget about the 
theoretical innocent until proven guilty bull…. - of the alleged war crimes and crimes against 
humanity that Chief Norman was accused of. Fast forward to last week in Bo, Southern Sierra 
Leone, a week after the death of Chief Norman.  Kabbah was there singing praises of Norman and 
the friendship that existed between them.  Also, the president said there was nothing he could do 
about Norman’s arrest since it was strictly embedded in the statutes of the court that it should be 
independent and free from political interference. It is true that, theoretically and according to its 
statutes, the Special Court is supposed to operate independent of government intervention and 
interference, in fact, it is even superior to the Supreme Court of Sierra Leone.  That is how 
powerful the Special Court is. Our two ‘most brilliant’ lawyers in the land – Kabbah and Berewa 
– helped made it that way. However, notwithstanding its supremacy and independence, in practice 
the Special Court does succumb to political manoeuvrings as was evidenced in the case of 
Norman’s petition to have the President testify in his defence.  The court ruled against the idea, 
which to keen observers of the court suggests acquiescence to political pressure if not 
interference.  It followed veiled threats from the corridors of power that if the court rules in 
favour of Norman, for Kabbah to appear as his witness, the president would go to the Supreme 
Court, the very court whose powers he had slighted, for it to decide whether the Special Court has 
the authority to subpoena a sitting president, which would have created a constitutional crisis and 
put the Special Court in even more crisis. Several months earlier, in the case of the former leader 
of Liberia, the Special Court ruled against Charles Taylor when he challenged the jurisdiction of 
the court to indict a sitting head of state, a ruling paradigm that serves as a pointer to the court’s 
unsound judgment while capitulating to political pressure. The grieving family has asked that the 
death of the late chief be not used for political point scoring.  While that is understandable, the 
possibility that opposition political parties would let the chance pass by, to score points over the 
ruling party in what is seemingly an injustice and ingratitude to Chief Norman, is far-fetched.  
This is especially true giving that elections are just round the corner. Similarly, the government 
would also now try to show their sympathy, belated as it may sound, over the sad loss of Norman 
and in the process they would endeavour to extricate and distance themselves from the activities 
of the Special Court and what befell their ‘colleague’. The accusations, counter accusations and 
deflections will definitely carry on right through on to the elections in July. However, for the 
president to come out so shamelessly, professing Norman to be his ‘friend’ is nauseating and will 
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remain the lowest of all the politicking that the family had feared.  Assuming that the President is 
right, that the court does not tolerate or encourage political interference, what then stopped him 
from visiting his ‘friend’ in prison for the four years that he was locked up?  Even when Norman 
was sick, Kabbah never visited him, the same goes for all cabinet ministers.  And they were 
supposed to be ‘friends.’  If friends are like that then, who needs enemies? As the saying goes, it 
is better to keep quiet and be considered a fool rather than open your mouth and confirm it. For 
Kabbah to call Norman a friend and ally after literally locking him up for four years demonstrates 
his loathing of the man.  It is better if he had kept quiet over the man’s death like he had somehow 
tried to do for the past four years when Norman was incarcerated; unjustly or not.   
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BBC Focus on Africa 
Sunday, 4 March 2007 
 
LEAD-IN: Now to some in Sierra Leone, mention the name Chief Sam Hinga Norman and the 
thought that immediately springs to mind is a hero who organised a militia to fight against the 
rebel RUF forces in the brutal ten-year war. Others think the reverse is the case. Whatever the 
rights or wrongs of the case, Sierra Leoneans on both sides of the argument would never know, as 
Sam Hinga Norman died in hospital in Senegal last month. He was a former defence minister and 
one of the key suspects in the war crimes trial conducted by the UN-backed Special Court for 
Sierra Leone. Chief Norman’s body is yet to be taken home for burial, so when the new Chief 
Prosecutor, Stephen Rapp, visited our studio, Josephine Hazeley asked him when that would 
happen. 
 
RAPP: Well at the moment his body is still in Dakar and there will be a post mortem as I 
understand it. I don’t have exact details as to when that’s going to occur. When it’s done, then his 
body will be transported back to Sierra Leone for the funeral that his family wishes. 
 
HAZELEY: Don’t you feel sometimes that you’re beginning to lose the good will of Sierra 
Leoneans. They see the Court as wasting time, wasting money that could have been spent in their 
reconstruction. Aren’t you in danger of losing the good will of ordinary Sierra Leoneans?  
 
RAPP: We make every effort that we can to make our proceedings accessible. We have an 
Outreach programme that held 800 meetings across Sierra Leone last year. Since I’ve arrived I’ve 
been having Outreach meetings and have been out all over the country to make sure that people 
understand why this process is taking as long as it has... 
 
Do they understand? 
 
RAPP: I think they do. I mean, I’m amazed as I go into school classes and community meetings 
the great awareness of what’s happening in these cases. In the Norman case, there had originally 
been a lot of anger about that indictment but as the evidence started coming in people were 
reserving judgment, they were commenting on what they’d heard in terms of the testimony in the 
case. I think it’s been the most accessible international justice system that there has ever been, but 
regrettably it takes a long time, but... 
 
HAZELEY: But even in the Sam Hinga Norman case that you mentioned, you saying that people 
understanding once the evidence came out, but when he died the groundswell of letters that we 
got was not very pleasant to the Court. 
 
RAPP: No, and obviously a lot of people that were supporters of Chief Norman were hoping for 
an acquittal in his case and of course wanted to salute him for the things that they believe that he 
had done well in the country and the ways that he had served the country, and so they were 
obviously very frustrated about it, and people that believe very strongly that the Prosecutor 
shouldn’t just prosecute one side, that we should prosecute both sides, and the Judges should 
decide. And obviously in the case of Chief Norman himself, we’re not going to get that decision. 
We will, as I say, as to his two co-accused in the CDF case. 
 
Some people say that you should have tried the President of Sierra Leone himself. Why aren’t 
you trying him? 
 



 16

RAPP: Well, the decision was made by my predecessor, the Prosecutor, and looked at the 
evidence and evaluated it in terms of where the provable cases were. And in the case of the 
President the evidence was, certainly even presented by Chief Norman, that he said in his own 
defence that the President was giving him no specific direction to commit any of the acts that he 
was alleged to have committed. 
 
That’s Stephen Rapp, the new Chief Prosecutor of the UN-backed Special Court for Sierra Leone. 
 
 
 
Transcribed by the Office of Press and Public Affairs 
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Cocorioko website 
Tuesday, 6 March 2007 
http://www.cocorioko.net/normanautospytoday.html 
 
Our Biggest Concern Now is a Fitting Funeral for Chief Norman: SamForay 
 
The Spokesman of the Hinga Norman family, Rev. Alfred Samforay has said that the biggest 
concern of the family and loyalists of the late Coordinator of the Civil Defence Force , Chief Sam 
Hinga Norman, is that the chief be given a fitting funeral . 
  
Speaking to COCORIOKO yesterday in an exclusive interview, Mr. Foray said that Norman will 
be given a funeral befitting the great things he did for his people and country during his lifetime. 
Rev. Samforay stated that though the family has clearly asked the Sierra Leone People's Party ( 
SLPP) to stay away from the funeral, there will be no concerted attempt to keep out anyone who 
attends the funeral in a private capacity.  
  
Samforay said that the international autopsy will be held in Dakar today but due to logistics 
problems, the family pathologist from the United Kingdom will not be present . However , 
pathologists representing the Special Court, which had been trying Norman for alleged war 
crimes , the Sierra Leone and Senegalese governments will be in attendance, he went on. "Our 
biggest concern now is that the chief gets a fitting funeral ", he added but said that Sam Hinga 
Norman jr , son of the deceased and Dr. Joe Demby willbe present for the autopsy. 
  
Today, Samforay released this update on the planned funeral of Chief Hinga Norman :  
  
FUNERAL UPDATE FOR CHIEF HINGA NORMAN 
  
Funeral arrangements for former Regent Chief, Sam Hinga are tentatively planned as follows: 
  
An autopsy by forensic pathologists representing the governments Sierra Leone and Senegal and 
the UN was performed in Dakar, Senegal today Monday March 5, 2007.  The pathologists’ report 
is expected tomorrow after which the body will be flown back to Sierra Leone for burial.  The 
body will be accompanied to Freetown on Wednesday by Chief Norman's eldest son, Sam 
Norman, Jr. and the family’s chief representative and former Vice President, Dr. Albert Joe 
Demby. 
  
A public viewing and paying of final respects by Freetown and Western Area residents hosted by 
the Sierra Leone Civil Society is planned for Thursday March 8 at the Queen Victoria Park, 
Freetown.  
  
The body will be conveyed to a location near Bo on Friday March 9 where the Society of 
Kamajors will receive and convey the body to Bo Town with a public viewing and paying of final 
respects at Bo Town Council Hall Friday afternoon. 
  
The service of Christian burial will be held at a location in Bo on Saturday March 10.  It is to be 
recalled here that Chief Hinga Norman was arrested on the orders of the so-called special court 
for Sierra Leone on this very date March 10, 2003 while a sitting Regent Chief of Jaiama-Bongor 
Chiefdom and Minister of Internal Affairs in the present government.  He spent the last four years 
of his life in the custody of the court until he was promoted to Heaven on Thursday February 22 
in Senegal following hip surgery. 
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Chief Norman will be laid to rest alongside his mother and other family members in the village of 
Ngolala near Mongere in the Valunya Chiefdom, Bo District on Sunday March 11, 2007.  
Members of the Kamajor, Poro, Wunde and allied societies will commit the body for burial in 
Ngolala. 
  
Meanwhile, on the advise of Dr. Demby, we are unable to discuss at length specific observations 
relating to the autopsy as well as the conditions under which Chief Norman was held in Senegal 
in the thirtyt five days of his life.  We are, however, able to confirm unequivocally and with 
factual evidence  Chief Norman’s original claim upon his arrival in Dakar on January 17 that he 
was being held in “the worst possible prison cell” in Senegal.  Regrettably, he was not held at nor 
did he die at a VIP wing of a prestigious military hospital as claimed by the lies and deliberate 
misrepresentation of court spokesman, Peter Andersen, and promoted by former Sierra Leone. 
Ambassador, John Ernest Leigh, and other Sierra Leone government special court apologetics in 
the Diaspora.  Chief Sam Hinga Norman spent the last five weeks of his colorful and remarkable 
life in the company of rats and unbearable stench in a decrepit prison cell in Dakar.  We also 
strictly advise the so-called special court and the government of Sierra Leone and other agencies 
represented at the autopsy that any modification, alteration or interception of any material 
evidence including the court’s own videograph of the procedure will not accrue to justice or 
collegial resolution of this matter. 
  
We again inform friends and well wishers who wish to contribute to the funeral and memorial 
fund by mail, bank transfer to write checks and money orders payable to SLAM as follows: 
  
      Account # 0047 - 7650 - 0267 at the Bank of America         
      Direct Deposit Routing:  111000025  
      Wire Transfer Routing (US):  026009593  
      Wire Transfer Routing (overseas):  BOFAUS3N  
      Or mail to:  
       SLAM, 4222 Crystal Lane, Garland, TX 75023,  
  
     ATTN: Mr. Reuben Ndomahina 
  
Also for proper documentation please send email to us (you and i) with details of any of the above 
transfers, (date and amount of transaction.).  Please contact the treasurer, Mr. Reuben Ndomahina 
at:   reubenkn@sbcglobal.net,  
       
      Home phone:  (972) 203-2056;   
      Cell phone (972) 880-9049 
  
Alternately, you can call and furnish us with the information.  Direct mailing contributors do not 
need to do any further follow-up.  We will keep you informed of other developments as they 
become available. 
  
 Alfred SamForay, 
Hinga Norman-CDF Defence Fund 
(812) 841 - 1000 
 NORMAN'S CHILDREN ARRIVE IN SIERRA LEONE 
  
All but two of Late Regent Chief, Sam Hinga Norman's ten children are now in Sierra Leone 
awaiting the arrival on Wednesday of the remains of their father from Senegal.  The oldest, Sam 
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Norman, Jr.,  will accompany the body home following Monday's autopsy.  Another daughter, 
Genevieve, is thousands of miles away on yet another continent and will not be attending her 
father's funeral. 
  
Norman's senior wife, Josephine, is also unable to travel to Sierra Leone on doctor's advice with 
respect to her health.  She went abroad when she suffered a partial stroke during the January 6 
AFRC/RUF incursion into Freetown.  She has not seen her husband since. 
  
On a more positive note, it is with great satisfaction to report the remarkable cohesiveness, family 
solidarity and God's grace that has allowed the Norman family especially the children, the oldest 
being only thirty-eight years of age, to hold up so well thus far.  More so remarkable that they 
have undertaken to conduct a virtual state funeral for their dad without the State.  At the moment, 
it appears all systems are go for the funeral next Sunday, March 11.  The funeral home is ready; 
Valunya Chiefdom is ready to receive her native son; Victoria Park and Bo Town Hall are 
presumed ready for the viewing and Kamajors from all across the country are being suited up to 
receive their leader .  
  
So far and for the duration, the family has withstood the powers of the State to steal their father's 
finest hour.  They have successfully treaded diplomatic and bureaucratic waters in Senegal and 
have pulled themselves together financially, emotionally and physically to ensure the integrity of 
the family, and are still standing strong.  Chief Norman has to be smiling down from Heaven. 
  
Meanwhile, family patriarch, Albert Norman who introduced his baby brother to the Royal Sierra 
Leone Military Forces in 1954, waits anxiously to be united with his more famous and illustrious 
brother.  The family is, of course, eternally grateful for the invaluable support given by their 
Excellencies, former Vice President, Albert Joe Demby, and former British High Commissioner, 
Chief Peter Penfold.  "A man has many friends for companionship, but there is a friend that sticks 
closer than a brother," (The Holy Bible). 
  
With grace and dignity we salute them all.  Your prayers, material and spiritual support are highly 
appreciated. 
  
God Bless All;  God Bless Sierra Leone, 
  
A. SamForay, 
Hinga Norman-CDF Defence Fund. 
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World Press.Org 
Monday, 5 March 2007 
http://www.worldpress.org/Africa/2702.cfm 
 
Voices From Confinement: Former Warriors Declare Their Support for the P.M.D.C. in 
Sierra Leone 

Karamoh Kabba 
March 5, 2007 

Sierra Leone's decade-long war is over at last, but the new coalition of detained former members of 
warring factions says the awkward combination of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
and the Special Court for Sierra Leone detracts from the provisions of the Lome Peace 
Accord of 1999 and the truth commission's imperative recommendations. The Lome Peace 
Accord, which was ratified by the Parliament grants pardon to all combatants of the civil war, 
while one of the "10 commandments" (imperative recommendations) of the truth 
commission reads, "Release of person held in safe custody detention. Never again resort to 
safe custody detention." Nonetheless, detaining and trying those allegedly bearing "the 
greatest responsibility" for war crimes and crimes against humanity in Sierra Leone by the 
special court contradict the aforementioned provision 
of the Lome Peace Accord and the recommendation of 
the truth commission. 

In January, various members of warring factions in 
special court detention coalesced in a common interest 
to participate in the democratic process and jointly 
support a single political party in Sierra Leone. Chief 
Sam Hinga Norman, Moinina Fofana, and Alieu Musa 
Kondewa of the Civil Defense Forces, Issa Hassan 
Sesay, Augustine Gbow, and Morris Kallon of the 
Revolutionary United Front, and Tamba Brima, 
Ibrahim Bazzy Kamara, and Santigie Kanu of the 
Armed Forces Revolutionary Council, signed a press 
release denouncing violence, thanking the 
international community for bringing peace to Sierra 
Leone, accusing the S.L.P.P. (Sierra Leone People's 
Party) government of being the dividing force in Sierra 
Leone, and declaring their joint support for the 
People's Movement for Democratic Change. 

Scholars are divided over the usefulness and counter-
productiveness of the truth commission and the 
special court in Sierra Leone. One argument that 
stands out the most among many Sierra Leonean 
scholars supports the detainees' claim that the special 
court is a distraction especially to the truth commission's recommendations: Would the 
African National Congress have emerged as an honorable democratic institution if South 
Africa had chosen a special court over a truth commission? One question that often 
garnishes the preceding assertion is what would have been the fate of Nelson Mandela? The 
most egregious war crimes and crimes against humanity were reported out of Sierra Leone 
during its darkest period in that bleak decade. These crimes were the product of fighting one 
of the most ruthless civil wars in recent histories. As well, members of the African National 
Congress and the apartheid government of South Africa committed serious crimes against 
humanity on the long walk to freedom. 

President Kabbah has denied allegations 
that he once used mercenaries and 
trafficked weapons to Sierra Leone's Civil 
Defense Forces. (Photo: Vincenzo Pinto / 
AFP-Getty Images) 
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Sierra Leone's war was unique in the sense that unlike many rebel wars in Africa that 
metamorphose into ethnic cleansing, a fourth angle to the rebel, army, and peacekeepers in 
Sierra Leone was fomented by ethnic groups against their tormentors in the form of what we 
know as the Civil Defense Forces, which was headed by then deputy commander in chief of 
the armed forces, Chief Sam Hinga Norman, who is now one of the special court's detainees. 
It is a fair to middling assertion that the Civil Defense Forces helped to avert ethnic cleansing 
in Sierra Leone. The army had been demoralized and its members had fled or were 
transmuted into various warring factions by force, by default, or by choice. The commander 
in chief was at the head of the fleet of soldiers that fled. That left the deputy commander in 
chief with no choice but, together with the courageous members of the Civil Defense Forces 
that came to his rescue, to represent his commander in chief, President Ahmed Tejan 
Kabbah, with valor and honor. Norman had the fullest support and backing of President 
Kabbah, who gave directives from Guinea, until the special court, badly negotiated by 
Solomon Berewa, then attorney general and now vice president and frontrunner of the 
S.L.P.P., came into the picture. 

What will be the fate of the president after he leaves office when the special court sticks to 
its guns of going after those bearing the greatest responsibility for war crimes and crimes 
against humanity? In 1998, President Kabbah wrote an article for the Daily Mirror in London 
denying an allegation that he used mercenaries provided by Sandline International and 
trafficked weapons to the Civil Defense Forces through the same source: "My government 
did not use mercenaries provided by Sandline. It is true that a delivery of light weapons, 
arranged by a third party, was made by Sandline for the use of our Civil Defense Units. But 
that only occurred after the removal of the illegal regime." Wayne Madsen, in his well-
researched work, Genocide and Covert Operations in Africa 1993-1999 writes, "On Feb. 22, 
1998, Sandline, with the approval of Britain's Foreign Office and British High Commissioner 
in Sierra Leone Peter Penfold, arranged to ship 30 tons of Bulgarian AK-47 riffles to Kabbah's 
waiting forces in Sierra Leone." The Nigerians of the ECOMOG (Economic Community of West 
African States Monitoring Group) troops at Lungi Airport seized the cargo of ammunition 
bound for the Kamajor local militias who were waiting to stage a counter coup against the 
military regime that had kicked President Kabbah out of office, Madsen explains. Could it be 
a double coincidence that Sandline ended up becoming the company that mined Sierra 
Leone's diamonds? 

The warring factions that signed the January press release are the major stakeholders in 
Sierra Leone's civil war and peace process. These united voices from confinement accusing 
the S.L.P.P. government of being the dividing force empirically debunk the S.L.P.P.'s claim of 
bringing peace to Sierra Leone. These former warriors who are signatories to the press 
release surely know who brought peace to Sierra Leone. They write, "We also fully 
appreciate efforts by the international community to bring peace, stability, and security to 
Sierra Leone through our various collaboration efforts as former combatants and members of 
the various warring factions in Sierra Leone." These men know very well that there would 
have been no peace without their collaborations and continuous admonishment of their 
followers to remain peaceful despite their status in confinement. That cannot be said of 
President Kabbah who may have been busy trafficking weapons to the Civil Defense Forces 
despite the United Nations resolution (1132) that barred the purchase and shipment of 
weapons to all warring factions. What is more, the detainees know very well that their 
demise in special court confinement is because of the deceptive Lome Peace Accord that 
promised them what the government could not deliver. 

These men demonstrate a complete commitment to the peace process and stability when 
they write, 

Because we love our country; because we love peace, unity and stability for our country; 
because we believe in the development of our country and the welfare of our people; and 
above all, because we believe that the present S.L.P.P. government does not stand for 
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peace, reconciliation, unity, stability, and the development of our country and our people, we 
hereby unite and state as follows: 

That we have put all of our individual differences aside to support a single political party of 
our choice in the forthcoming elections. 

That we know that the only dividing force that bears greatest responsibility for the current 
problems in our country, Sierra Leone, is the government of the Sierra Leone People's Party 
(S.L.P.P.) 

That like us, we urge our supporters, sympathizers, friends, relations, and well-wishers to 
support the People's Movement for Democratic Change (P.M.D.C.), which is the only political 
party we jointly and individually believe in to save our country, Sierra Leone, and bring 
peace, reconciliation, unity, love, and stability to our nation. 

That we are unanimously sending this message to the office of the P.M.D.C. through our 
wives and next-of-kin, hoping that the party will accept our membership, wishes and desires 
for our beloved country, Sierra Leone. 

We urge the P.M.D.C. to spread this message far and wide within Sierra Leone and beyond 
to the international community, our friends, well-wishers, sympathizers, relations and 
supporters. 

We are open to any visits, questions, and comments about this united, friendly, and God-
inspiring decision we have taken. We thank God for our lives so far and sign accordingly. 
 

Author's Note: Chief Hinga Norman died in the custody of the Special Court on Feb. 22. This 
article was written before his death. 
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                                 United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 5 March 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international media today. 

International Clips on West Africa 
VOA 04 March 2007  
Ivory Coast President, Rebel Leader Sign New Deal to End 
Stalemate 
By Nico Colombant, Dakar  
 
The president of Ivory Coast and the northern-based rebel leader have signed a new deal to 
end a five-year division of the country. It includes provisions for a new government, 
reintegrating rebels into the army and lifting a buffer zone between the government-run 
south and rebel-held north, within 10 months. 
                                             
Local Media – Newspaper 

Former Speaker Snowe Faces Police Probe 
(The Inquirer, Heritage, The News, New Democrat, The Monitor, New Vision, National Chronicle and 
Liberian Express) 

• The Former Speaker of the House of Representatives, Edwin Snowe is expected to 
reappear before the Police for questioning tomorrow, Tuesday in connection with an 
ECOWAS audit and other reports which found him responsible some US$1 million 
allegedly misappropriated during his tenure as Managing Director of the Liberia 
Petroleum Refinery Company (LPRC). Police authorities last Friday invited the former 
Speaker but he appealed to investigators to appear tomorrow, Tuesday due to “ill 
health”.  

 
Government to begin Payment of “Legitimate” Domestic Debts Soon  
(The Analyst, Inquirer, New Democrat, Public Agenda, Daily Observer and Liberian Express) 

• Addressing a news conference at the weekend, Finance Minister, Dr. Antoinette 
Sayeh disclosed that the Government would pay all “legitimate” domestic debt 
beginning 15 March. 

• Dr. Sayeh said most of the Country’s domestic debts, amounting to about US$1 
billion which was incurred from 1982 to 2005 were “bogus” and said that an analysis 
of US$913.8 million of said amount showed that only US$30.9 million was 
“legitimate” and that the Government was in the process of drafting a resolution to 
address its domestic financial obligation. 

 
 
 
 
 
Former Commerce Minister during the Transitional Period Flees Justice 
(Liberian Express, The Informer, The News, Inquirer, New Vision, Chronicle, and The Analyst) 
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• Speaking to reporters in Monrovia, Montserrado County Attorney, Samuel Jacobs said 
that the Government received “credible” reports that former Commerce Minister, Mr. 
Sam Wlue has fled the Country amidst allegation of financial impropriety while 
serving as Minister of Government. An online Liberian magazine, FrontPage Africa 
added that Mr. Wlue arrived in the United States on Friday.  

Visiting UN Team Expresses Concern over Funding Gap 
(Daily Observer) 

• The spokesperson of the Executive Boards of UNICEF, UNDP, WFP and UNPF currently 
visiting Liberia said that funding gap may occur in humanitarian interventions 
between now and 2009.  

• Ms. Paulette Bethel said emergency-oriented non-governmental organizations could 
leave before the Government has the capacity to service the basic needs of its 
people. She added the Country would be faced with the challenges of funding and 
implementing humanitarian works while carrying out development programmes.  

 
Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am) 
 
Former Speaker Snowe to Reappear before Police Tomorrow  

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Police Denies Charging High Fees for Drivers Permit 

• The Liberia National Police has denied reports that it is charging US$10 to process 
drivers permit. According to the Inspector General of the Police, Beatrice Munnah Sieh 
the police at no time approve such a fee for drivers permit in the absence of license 
and urged the public to report officers found in such act. 

(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 
Newspaper Defense Lawyers File Writ of Prohibition 

• Lawyers representing the banned newspaper [The Independent] have filed a writ of 
prohibition against the Information Ministry requesting the Supreme Court to lift a 
ban on the publication of the paper. 

• In a five count petition to the court, the lawyer said the government closed down the 
paper without a court order in violation of the due process and termed the act as 
“illegal and arbitrary”. 

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 
 

Star Radio (News culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
 
Deactivated Police Officers Get Benefits Today 

• Over 150 deactivated police officers are to begin receiving their demobilization 
package today. According to a police bulletin the ex-officers are those who were not 
part of the first phase of the deactivation process.  

 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
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Justice Initiative 
Monday, 5 March 2007 
Press Release 
 
Joint Statement: Urgent Action Needed on Rules for Khmer Rouge   
 
New York, March 5, 2007—The Cambodian Human Rights Action Committee (CHRAC), the 
Open Society Justice Initiative, the International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), the Asian 
Forum for Human Rights and Development (Forum Asia) and the Collective for Khmer Rouge 
Victims (CVIC-KR) strongly urge the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia 
(ECCC) to adopt internal rules of procedure that satisfy international standards for the holding of 
fair and legitimate trials to try the senior leaders and those most responsible for crimes committed 
during Democratic Kampuchea. 
 
We view the ECCC as a last chance to provide justice to the Cambodian people for atrocities 
suffered during the period of 1975-79. 
 
National and international judges and other officials of the ECCC must perform their duties with 
integrity, independence, and objectivity. For the proper administration of justice and to achieve 
the larger goals of truth, justice, reparation and peace desired by every Cambodian, it is 
imperative that ECCC officials put aside their political affiliations and blind adherence to their 
own legal systems—be they Cambodian, civil, or common law legal systems—in order to adopt 
the rules. 
 
It is also hoped that the ECCC will contribute to the development of international standards and 
act as a catalyst for the strengthening of the rule of law and as a model for judicial reform, which 
are both greatly needed in Cambodia. 
 
If these goals are to be realized, the ECCC must have comprehensive internal rules that satisfy 
international standards and thereby ensure the independence of the judiciary and the protection of 
the rights of victims (acting as witnesses or civil parties) and of the accused. 
 
It is our strongest hope when the Review Committee meets in a few days (7-16 March 2007), that 
it will resolve disagreements about the internal rules and that a subsequent Plenary Session will 
be held immediately afterwards where all ECCC judges will adopt the internal rules. 
 
The adoption of internal rules that satisfy international standards and universally recognized legal 
principles is non-negotiable and must be accomplished by April 2007 at the latest if the ECCC is 
to complete its trials within the mandated 3-year timeframe. 
 
Again, CHRAC, the Open Society Justice Initiative, FIDH, Forum Asia and CVIC-KR strongly 
urge members of the Review Committee to declare their commitment to resolve their 
disagreements and strongly urge ECCC officials to adopt internal rules that conform to 
international standards without further delay. 


