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The Star Ledger 
Thursday, 6 July  2006 
http://www.nj.com/news/ledger/jersey/index.ssf?/base/news- 
 
Jerseyan in Sierra Leone could go free 

 
BY WAYNE WOOLLEY 
 
A Scotch Plains man who has been held as a suspected spy in Sierra Leone since late April could be on American 
soil as early as this weekend, his family said yesterday.  
 
At a hearing Tuesday, a judge in Freetown cleared the path for Michael Chemidlin to be allowed to leave the West 
African nation as early as Saturday, the man's son, Andrew Chemidlin, said in a telephone interview from New 
Jersey last night.  
  
Prosecutors had accused Chemidlin of conspiring to free former Liberian President Charles Taylor after the New 
Jersey man photographed a court complex where the former dictator was being held.  
 
Chemidlin, 58, a born-again Christian who went to Africa to proselytize, told officials he took the picture to 
remember his time there.  
 
When Chemidlin arrived at the court hearing Tuesday accompanied by a legal team provided by the U.S. Embassy, 
"the courthouse was empty ... the prosecution didn't show up and they said 'You're free,'" Andrew Chemidlin said, 
relaying what his father told other family members in a brief telephone conversation.  
 
The Associated Press reported from Freetown on Tuesday that Judge Sam Margai said he lacked jurisdiction to try 
the case because the court complex Chemidlin photographed was not a restricted area.  
 
Andrew Chemidlin said the family was cautiously optimistic that Michael Chemidlin, a New Jersey National 
Guardsman who served in Iraq in 2005, would be allowed to leave the country as the judge had ruled.  
 
The family has had its hopes dashed before. Chemidlin was released from custody once before only to be re-
arrested while prosecutors considered filing new charges. He has been free on bail for the past month but barred 
from leaving Sierra Leone.  
 
Now, officials in the American embassy are arranging for Chemidlin to be allowed to board a commercial flight out 
of Sierra Leone over the weekend.  
 
"We're hoping Saturday, but it could be Monday" said Andrew Chemidlin. "Either way, we're going to have a 
celebration when he gets home."  
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The Patriotic Vanguard 
Friday 7 July 2006. 

It’s not Over Yet  

Norman Appeals Kabbah Subpoena Decision 

"If the Appeals Chamber approves Mr. Norman’s appeals for the Kabbah 
subpoena and Carpenter’s appearance, and if Gen. Mohamed is able to 
travel to Freetown in September, the trial will likely end with a big bang." 

Commentary 

Counsels for Chief Sam Hinga Norman and Mr. Moinina Fofana have a filed an appeal with the 
Appeals Chamber of the special court for Sierra Leone on the recent decision by the Trial 
Chamber. The Chamber in a two to one majority decision ruled on 13th June, 2006 that President 
Kabbah cannot be forced to testify as a witness for the Defence as requested in the motion for 
subpoena ad testificandum submitted by Mr. Norman and Mr. Fofana through Counsels. 

On 28th June, the Trial Chamber in a unanimous decision granted the defence leave to take the 
matter to the Appeals Chamber. The Trial Chamber presided over by the Chamber’s lone Sierra 
Leonean, Justice Bankole Thompson, ruled among other things, that “the novel nature of this 
issue and the likelihood that it will be raised again in the case and other cases before the court 
together with the diverse legal perspectives from which it can be viewed...it would be in the 
interests of justice to have this matter determined by the Appeals Chamber.” 

The Chamber also appears to have been conscious of the fact that it may have erred in their 
decision not to issue the subpoena and added “if the Chamber wrongly determined the novel 
question before the Special Court, it may have unduly impinged upon the right of the First and 
Second accused...”. 

From a layperson’s perspective it appears that the court was not at all sure about the legality of its 
own ruling. As a result, the Chamber put out not one opinion, but three separate opinions on the 
matter: The majority opinion, the separate but concurring opinion by Cameroonean jurist, 
Mutanga Itoe, and a separate and dissenting opinion by Justice Bankole Thompson. 

In his opinion Thompson states, “There is nothing problematic about statutory powers to issue a 
subpoena, nationally or internationally.” Thompson admonished his colleagues “to ensure that no 
relevant evidence vital to the discovery of the truth is foreclosed by reason of legal technicalities, 
novel artificial, judicial c

y the plain and ordinary
onceptual distinctions or outmoded judicial doctrines not contemplated 

b  meaning of the applicable statutory provisions and rules.” 

Indeed the request for a subpoena and the basis of the subsequent appeal is that Mr. Kabbah is in 
possession of relevant exculpatory material which will not be obtainable elsewhere should 
Kabbah not appear as a defence witness. Based on the legal uncertainty of the court’s ruling and 
the relative speed with which it allowed the defence to appeal, it appears to this writer that the 
court was actually urging the defence to take the matter off their hands and take it to the Appeals 
Chamber. 
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The main argument of Attorney General, as legal Counsel for Mr. Kabbah was that Section 48(4) 
of the Sierra Leone constitution grants Kabbah immunity from all legal procedures. Counsels for 
Norman and Fofana argued and Justice Thompson who was appointed to the court by Mr. 
Kabbah, agrees that being a witness does not by itself constitute a legal procedure as intended by 
Section 48(4). In any case, the statutes of the court do not grant immunity to Heads of State by 
virtue of their office or position. Section 48(4) of the constitution, according to Counsel for Mr. 
Norman, Dr. Bubuakei Jabbi, only applies to legal procedures in Sierra National courts where Mr. 
Kabbah is Chief Magistrate. 

The intent of Section 48(4), one would also argue, would be to prevent the judiciary from 
trampling over the Executive Branch in violation of the doctrine of separation of powers. But this 
doctrine will not apply to an international tribunal not subject to the national constitution. Indeed 
Kabbah himself had argued vehemently that with respect to the so-called special court for Sierra 
Leone, that there were no sacred cows. But perhaps that was before Mr. Kabbah realized that 
Chief Norman and Mr. Fofana would defend themselves by any means necessary to restore their 
integrity and their freedoms including calling Mr. Kabbah as Defence Witness No.1. 

The trial resumes on 13th September with or without Mr. Kabbah. Besides Kabbah, Norman has 
two more uncertain witnesses: Clerk of the House of Representatives, J. A. Carpenter, and former 
ECOMOG Chief of Staff, General Abdul Wan Mohamed. Carpenter is expected to testify to 
parliamentary procedures authorizing the establishment and funding for the CDF at the request of 
President Kabbah. 

But the court had put a stumbling block before Carpenter’s appearance on purely procedural 
grounds. Norman has taken that too to the Appeals Chamber. Gen. Mohamed who resides in 
Nigeria has indicated his willingness to appear as a witness but was hampered by medical reasons 
from appearing before the end of the June session of the trial. 

If the Appeals Chamber approves Mr. Norman’s appeals for the Kabbah subpoena and 
Carpenter’s appearance, and if Gen. Mohamed is able to travel to Freetown in September, the trial 
will likely end with a big bang. The ECOMOG commander is expected to testify to transactions 
between the West African military command and President Kabbah including but not limited to 
authorizations to bomb civilian targets in Freetown and the transfer of arms and ammunition to 
Mr. Norman and the CDF.. 

Immediately following those witnesses, the court and the rest of the world will hear the statement 
we have all been waiting for the past three and half years: If it pleases My Lords, the Defence 
rests. 
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The New York Times 
Thursday, July 6 2006 
 
Son of accused Liberian warlord awaits own trial in Miami  
 
The son of Charles Taylor, the Liberian warlord and former president who is awaiting trial in the
Netherlands on charges of human rights atrocities, has pleaded not guilty here to charges of passpor
and was returned to jail to aw

 
t fraud 

ait trial.  
  

thout bail at the 

He was seeking the renewal at the U.S. Embassy in Port of Spain, Trinidad, days before President Ellen 

riminal 
iberian 

n elite military force that provided security to Taylor while he was president of war-torn 
Liberia.  

gh Dulles 

Much of the information in the complaint was from investigations by Immigration and Customs 
ties" in Liberia, it 

f an 

Taylor was captured trying to flee Nigeria on March 29, the day before his son flew to Miami. Last month, 
backed by 

s.  

He is accused of backing rebels in Sierra Leone who killed tens of thousands of civilians and hacked off the 
mbs of others while seeking control of diamond fields. He is also believed to have worked with Al Qaeda. 

uman Rights Watch has asked the Justice Department to investigate Emmanuel for war crimes and torture, 
aying his Antiterrorist Unit committed assaults, rapes and fatal beatings, abducted and burned civilians to 

death and recruited child soldiers.  
  
"Federal law makes it a crime for American citizens to commit those kinds of crimes abroad," Elise 
Keppler, a lawyer with the rights group, said. "He's implicated in horrific abuses."  
  
Emmanuel's public defender, Miguel Caridad, said he suspected that the investigation of his client did 
extend beyond the charge of passport fraud.  
  

The son, Charles McArthur Emmanuel, also known as Charles Taylor Jr., has been held wi
Federal Detention Center since March 30, when he arrived at Miami International Airport from Trinidad and 
Tobago.  
  
Emmanuel lied on March 15 in applying to renew his passport, listing his father as Steven Smith of St. 
Vincent, court papers say.  
  

Johnson Sirleaf of Liberia asked Nigeria to extradite his father to face charges in Sierra Leone.  
  
Emmanuel, 29, was born in Boston to a girlfriend of Taylor, who was then living there. The c
complaint against him says Emmanuel joined his father in West Africa in the 1990s, running the L
Antiterrorist Unit, a

  
Taylor claimed asylum in Nigeria in 2003, and Emmanuel flew to Trinidad and Tobago throu
International Airport in Virginia on July 31, 2003, the complaint says.  
  

Enforcement into "illicit arms trafficking, human rights violations and other illicit activi
said.  
  
A spokesman for the immigration agency, Dean Boyd, said only that Emmanuel was "the target o
ongoing investigation."  
  

Taylor was taken to the Netherlands to be tried by the Special Court for Sierra Leone, the tribunal 
the United Nations that has indicted him on charges of crimes against humanity and war crime
  

li
  
H
s
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Coast since the civil war began 

 

BBC Online 
Friday, 7 July 2006 
 
UN head in Ivory Coast peace bid  
 
UN head Kofi Annan is to meet Ivory Coast's President Laurent 
Gbagbo to urge that October's elections go ahead and boost the 
flagging peace process.  

The president has urged his supporters, who demonstrated violently 
against the United Nations in January, to welcome the UN secretary 
general.  

The UN deployed peacekeepers there after rebels seized the north in 
2002.  

The BBC's James Copnall says elections are looking increasingly unlikely as disarmament has yet to take 
place. It is Mr Annan's first visit to the country since the civil war began four years ago.  

Some 10,000 French and UN peacekeepers monitor a buffer zone between the rebels in the north and the 
government-held south.  

Heavy weights  

Our correspondent says the UN is generally not popular in the Ivory Coast.  

rthern New Forces rebels and they also accuse the organisation of 

an will preside over a meeting between President Gbagbo, 
orian Prime Minister Charles Konan Banny, opposition politicians 

her heavy weights due to attend include the current head of the 

solving the Ivorian crisis.  

 Tuesday rebel military chiefs were meant to meet President Gbagbo, but the talks were cancelled after 

r correspondent says that political gamesmanship, timed to coincide with Mr Annan's visit, is just a 

President Gbagbo's supporters feel it is up to the UN to disarm the 
no
interfering in internal politics.  

Mr Ann
Iv
and rebel leaders.  

Ot
African Union, Congolese leader Denis Sassou-Nguesso, and South African President Thabo Mbeki.  

President Gbagbo has stressed that this meeting is not in addition to the long list of summits aimed at 
re

Instead the president says it is to evaluate progress, which, our reporter says, has been slight.  

Discussions may well include what will happen when President Gbagbo's mandate runs out in October.  

The country is still split in two, with rebels controlling the north of the country.  

On
a row about status and security.  

Ou
small sign of how divided Ivory Coast still is.  
 
 

 
 

Mr Annan has not visited Ivory 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 

ummary 6 July 2006  
 

epresent the views of UNMIL.] 

ational Clips on Liberia

 

 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media S

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily r
 

Intern

[There were no relevant stories on Liberia in the international m
 

International Clips on West Africa 
AP July 06, 2006 
Ivory Coast "mini-summit" sets new peace process deadlines, 

O, Ivory Coast _  Warring factions in Ivory Coast agreed to a later deadline 
for militia disarmament and a plan for a long-awaited citizen identification program, but the 

 decision on whether to 
delay elections. Meanwhile, the U.S. ambassador to Ivory Coast set off Thursday on a 

ttempt to "engage all groups in 
ment by Ambassador Aubrey 

 
le 

oussoukro, Ivory Coast  

General Kofi Annan has 
 

said there was only a small chance presidential elections would not take place before the end 

eld in Ivory Coast, but he was confident it was still possible to meet 

well as reports of 
vigilantism, as local residents take the law into their own hands. Sierra Leone is still in the 

untry coordinator for the NGO, campaign for good governance.  
From Freetown, she spoke to VOA English to Africa Service reporter Joe De Capua first about 

postpones election decision  
By SERME LASSINA 

YAMOUSSOUKR

"mini-summit" with the U.N. secretary-general and others put off a

weeklong tour of northern rebel-controlled territory in an a
the process of peace and reconciliation," according to a state
Hooks' office.  

VOA 06 July 2006 
Annan: Ivory Coast Elections Still Possib
By Franz Wild Yam

With less than four months left before the deadline, U.N. Secretary 
reaffirmed his faith that Ivory Coast can still hold elections as scheduled. The U.N. leader

of October. The U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan said a lot of work has still to be done 
before elections can be h
October's deadline. 

VOA 05 July 2006 

In Sierra Leone, Violence and Frustration Increase 
By Joe De Capua, Washington, DC  

In Sierra Leone, there are increasing reports of violence at schools, as 

process of rebuilding following a civil war. Among those raising the alarm about growing 
violence is Valnora Edwin, co

problems in the country’s schools. 

 
 

 
 

edia today] 
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Local Media – Newspapers 
 
Government Opens for A h 
(Liberian Express) 

• According to a pre s announced that 
funeral activities f  begin with the signing, 
on Friday, July 7, of a Book of Condolence and he would be buried on Tuesday, July 

 
Gov
(Lib

day handed over to the Monrovia Magisterial Court 
tives of the National Social Security and Welfare 

Corporation. The three men, Clarine Roberts, Anthony Selmah and Moses Quemie, 
d themselves their 

severance pay. 
 

ind Diplomatic Ties with China 
y Observer, he Analyst and The Evidence) 

ntatives Speaker Edwin Snowe and others for 
lomatic ties between Liberia and the Peoples 

hina for Taiwan. 
• In their letter, Maryland County Representative Dr. Bhofal Chambers, Lofa County 

 

tion empowering the President of Liberia to conclude treaties, conventions 
and similar international agreements with the consent of the National Legislature and 

ges Facing Reintegration Program 
(Heritage)  

U.S. Congressional Delegation Arrives in Liberia Saturday 
itage and The Informer)  

aturday, July 8 
nt Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, members of the National 

Legislature and senior government officials and later help to develop a program of 

n 

 

 Book of Condolence ssociate Justice Wure

ss statement, the Government of Liberia ha
or Associate Justice Emmanuel Wureh would

11 after a wake-keeping at a Catholic church in Monrovia. 

ernment Accuses Three Men of Economic Sabotage 
erian Express) 

• The Government of Liberia yester
for prosecution three senior execu

had been accused of stealing nearly US$80,000 when they overpai

House Speaker Implicated in Deal to Resc
(Dail  T

• Correspondents said that some members of the National Legislature requested the 
plenary to probe House of Represe
secretly initiating talks to rescind dip
Republic of C

Representative Vaforay Kamara and Nimba County Representatives Worlea-Saywah 
Donnah and Nuhu Rebecca Kidau said that Speaker Snowe had written to Taiwanese 
Ambassador Patrick Chang in Banjul, The Gambia informing him that the Liberian 
Legislature wanted to initiate discussions to re-establish diplomatic ties between
Liberia and Taiwan. 

• The aggrieved lawmakers thought the letter contravened Article 57 of the Liberian 
Constitu

therefore should be probed.   
 
NCDDRR and UN Confer on Challen

• A press release issued in Monrovia yesterday said that the National Commission on 
Disarmament, Demobilization, Rehabilitation and Reintegration (NCDDRR) and the 
United Nations agencies were in consultations to seek ways to implement 
Government’s Executive Order #4 extending by another year the work of the 
NCDDRR to assist in reintegrating ex-combatants. 

 

(The Inquirer, Her

• A delegation of the United States Congress would arrive in Liberia on S
to hold talks with Preside

collaboration between the U.S. Congress and National Legislature. 
• An Executive Mansion press statement yesterday said that members of the delegatio

include Representatives David Price, John Boozmani, Adam Schiff and Principal 
Deputy Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs Matthew Reynolds. President Ellen 
Johnson-Sirleaf invited the Congressmen to visit Liberia when she visited the United 
States in March. 
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Liberians in The Gambia Appeal for Ship to Convey Home 
he Inquirer and The Informer) 

o The Gambia 
iberian refugees in that country appealed to the President to send a ship 

ith 

• esire to return and 
promised that she would impress on the UNHCR to facilitate the process. 

ce Reminisced War-Time Blockades 
(The Evidence) 

• 
 

ence impeded free flow of traffic and people with UNMIL security 
personnel enforcing the restrictions. 

noon to his 
ted vehicles patrolled the streets of Monrovia 

during the civil war, adding that only UNMIL and Liberian national police vehicles plied 
is 

 
Bad R rn to Southeastern Liberia 
(Th n

• 
re 

ee 

 
Teleco
(The In

• ications Corporation yesterday presented a check for 
US$10,000 to help the Crusaders for Peace implement its children village project at 

(T

• In their statement to President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf during her visit t
recently, L
which would convey them to Liberia. The Liberians said that they were pleased w
the progress being made in their country, citing the establishment of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission as a surest way to heal the wounds of the past.  
President Johnson-Sirleaf lauded her compatriots for their d

 
Annan’s Presen

The Evidence newspaper reported that UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan’s visit to 
Liberia contravened perceived notions that relief was on its way and that UN’s policy
towards Liberia would improve as a result of the visit. Instead, the paper contended, 
Mr. Annan’s pres

• The paper likened the UN Secretary-General’s presence from Monday after
departure, to the days when only loo

the streets forcing the thousands of residents to trek home after work throughout h
visit. 

oads Impede Refugees Retu
e I former and The Monitor) 

A UNHCR press release said that bad roads were impeding the agency’s effort to 
repatriate Liberians returning to rural parts of Liberia including the Southeast whe
a convoy of returning refugees was stranded in the mud near Fish Town, River G
County 

mmunications Group Contributes to Children Village Project 
quirer, The News and The Analyst) 

The West African Telecommun

Fendell outside Monrovia.  

Lo l
 

ca  Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored yesterday at 6:45 pm) 

nment Opens Book of Condolence for Associate Justice Wureh 
so reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 

 
Gover

 (Al
 

overnment Accuses Three Men of Economic Sabotage 

U.S. Congressional Delegation Arrives in Liberia Saturday  

 
Teleco

 (Al
 
Youth

• ed 

s, exposed the 300 participants including students to the ways that 
they could work with government to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 

 

G
(Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 

 

 (Also reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 

mmunications Group Donates to Children Village 
so reported on ELBS and Star Radio) 

 Group Creates Awareness on Millennium Development Goals 
A workshop aimed at creating awareness on the Millennium Development Goals end
yesterday in Monrovia. The workshop, organized by the Youth for Community and 
Academic Service
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STAR RADIO (News culled from website today at 09:00 am) 
 
Ele io

• n 

 
uled for 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
omplete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and UNMIL Liberian 

UNMIL Bulletin Board 
or w d

ct ns Commission Receives Nominations for By-Election  
In an interview with Star Radio yesterday, National Elections Commission Informatio
Officer Bobby Livingstone said that the Commission would on Friday, July 7, stop 
receiving nomination of candidates for the legislative by-election for Margibi County.
He added that the electoral body had received 5 nominees for the poll sched
August 9. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

C
Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are unable to access the 

oul  like further information on the content of the summaries, please contact Mr. Jeddi Armah at armahj@un.org. 
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Voice of merica 
riday, 7 July 2006 

US

The Un r 
of amn ganda's President Yoweri Museveni. 

he U.S. Embassy in Kampala issued a statement Thursday, 
o days after Mr. Museveni said he would grant "total 

mnesty" to rebel leader Joseph Kony if peace talks between the 
overnment and rebels succeed. 

he embassy statement says the United States respects 
ganda's decision on this matter, but that those who have 

ommitted atrocities during the Ugandan insurgency should be 
eld accountable for their deeds. 

ony and four of his top commanders face charges of war crimes and crimes against humanity 
om the International Criminal Court. 

he rebel Lord's Resistance Army is accused of kidnapping, mutilating, and killing thousands of 
ivilians during its 20-year war against the Ugandan government. 

n Wednesday, an International Criminal Court spokesman said the court still expects Uganda to 
arry out an arrest warrant for Kony and his aides. 

ony is believed to be hiding at a rebel base in the Democratic Republic of Congo. 

he Ugandan government agreed just this week to hold peace talks with the LRA The talks are 
cheduled to begin next week in southern Sudan. 

A
F
 

 Says Uganda Rebels Who Committed Atrocities Should Be Prosecuted 

ited States says Ugandan rebels accused of war crimes should face justice, despite an offe
esty from U

T

Joseph Kony (file photo) 

tw
a
g

T
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BBC Online 
Friday, 7 July 2006 
 
Uganda LRA rebels reject amnesty  
 

k.  

r 
s 

But an LRA spokesman described the offer as "redundant", as all 

ar crimes last year.  

Sudan regional government.  

A had 
carried out atrocities, particularly on children.  

Thousands have died in the two-decade conflict between rebels 

Welcomed  

"When we go for negotiations, we negotiate as equal persons on the table so it is... redundant for 
the president of Uganda to come out and say we are offering amnesty to the LRA leaders," said 
LRA spokesman in Juba Obonyo Olweny, Reuters news agency reports.  

According to Uganda's New Vision newspaper, LRA legal adviser Krispus Ayena Odongo 
reiterated this position.  

"Amnesty presupposes surrender... [it] would mean you are no 
longer available for discussion," the paper quotes him as saying.  

Mr Museveni's office said in a statement this week that it would 
grant the amnesty if the rebel leader "responds positively to the 
talks... and abandons terrorism", despite the ICC indictments.  

The ICC has stressed that Mr Kony and others indictees remain 
wanted men and should be arrested.  

The Ugandan president says his government would not have re-opened negotiations with Mr 

Uganda's Lord's Resistance Army (LRA) rebels have rejected a 
Ugandan offer of amnesty ahead of peace talks next wee

President Yoweri Museveni has promised to grant LRA leade
Joseph Kony amnesty if he gives up what he described a
"terrorism" by the end of July.  

parties needed to be equal at negotiations.  

Mr Kony and four other commanders were indicted by the 
International Criminal Court for w

The talks between the government and rebels are considered northern Uganda's best chance for 
peace in years.  

They are scheduled to take place on 12 July in the southern 
Sudanese town of Juba, and will be mediated by the south 

HAVE YOUR SAY  
It would be totally wrong to 

en

In a recent BBC interview, Mr Kony denied the LR
carpets  

Joseph Kony calls himself a 
freedom fighter 

courage African devils to continue 
killing fellow Africans in the name of 
freedom fighting, and later be given red 

 
Beau Garcon, Bujumbura 

Should amnesty b

and the government, and some two million have been forced to flee their homes.  

e offered?  

INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT  
First permanent court to try individuals for 
genocide, war crimes and other human 
rights violations 
Rome Statute set up in July 1998, when 120 
countries adopted the treaty 
Came into force in April 2002 after 
ratification by 60 countries 
Uganda and DR Congo investigations began 
in 2004 

Q&A: International 
Criminal Court  
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He said stories of LRA rebels cutting off people's ears or lips we
propaganda.  
 

 

Kony if it had "reliable partners" in the region and the world.  

e said he would keep his promise to grant an amnesty, because United Nations forces had 
tion but to try another way.  

ewsnight programme broadcast 
 himself as a "freedom fighter". 

re Ugandan government 

H
failed to catch him and there was no op

The LRA's rejection of amnesty comes a week after the BBC's N
an interview with the elusive Joseph Kony, in which he described
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International Herald Tribune 
Thursday, 6 July 2006 

 
 populations
 the bloody 

hands of the Khmer Rouge. Yet it was only this week that a UN- Cambodian tribunal was sworn in and began 

he tribunal, the Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia, faces enormous hurdles, not least of 
hich is that the leaders of the Khmer Rouge are either old or dead. Pol Pot died in 1998. Of his top 
eutenants, Nuon Chea, Khieu Samphan and Ieng Sary are in bad health. Only two former leaders are in 

detention, and one of them, Ta Mok, the former military chief of the Khmer Rouge, was hospitalized last 
Thursday. We can only hope that there will be enough of a trial in the end to give Cambodia's survivors some 
sense of justice done.  
  
The tribunal has a responsibility not only to those survivors but to a world that has yet to learn how to deal 
with crimes against humanity. The horrified outcry when the crimes of the Khmer Rouge came to light was 
only repeated later, over Srebrenica, Rwanda, Sierra Leone. Yet the international tribunals set up for these 
atrocities have been painfully slow, frightfully expensive and sadly inadequate. Slobodan Milosevic died 
before judgment could be passed by the Yugoslavia tribunal; Charles Taylor, the former president of Liberia, 
was arrested only in March to face trial before the Sierra Leone court. And another genocide is under way 
today, in Darfur, in full view of the entire world.  
  
Given this history, it should not be surprising if victims of atrocities come to see international justice as an 
expensive exercise in allaying Western guilt for failing to act in time. The Cambodia tribunal, with 17 
Cambodian judges and 13 from other countries, is set to spend $56.3 million over three years in a country 
where most people live on less than a dollar a day. Yet that expense will be justified if it can bring culprits to 

 
The killing fields  

Three decades have passed since the world first learned of the "killing fields" of Cambodia: whole
driven from cities, mass executions, and countless deaths by starvation, forced labor and disease at

the long task of bringing those most responsible to trial.  
  
T
w
li

justice as quickly as possible; if it can help Cambodians learn what happened and why; and if it can 
demonstrate to the world that justice, however delayed, awaits those in power who commit heinous crimes 
against humanity.  
  
The court - as well as other international tribunals - should be supported by serious efforts to ensure that such 
atrocities do not happen again. Getting a UN force into Darfur would be a good start.  
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Trying Habre in Senegal: An African Solution to an African Problem?  

 Habre be tried in Africa for alleged 
rture and mass killings committed by his regime in the 1980s is promising, but the option of 

Hissene Habre, should be tried for alleged torture and mass killings during 

would try Habre, stating that "Africans must be judged in Africa." This is 

frican countries have been so keen to ensure that he remains in Africa. The current dispute over 

 for 
abre's extradition to stand trial. However, in 2005, a judge in Senegal determined that 

Senegalese courts were not competent to rule on the extradition request. 
 
The President of Senegal then indicated that he did not wish to send Habre to Belgium, and some 
African nations supported that, viewing the Belgian request as "neocolonial" and insisting that 
only an African court could try an African leader. This stance is in line with recent statements by 
Habre's attorney, El-Hadj Diouf, rejecting a Belgian trial: "Belgium is a colonialist. Belgium 
created a genocide in Rwanda and Congo. Belgium cannot accuse an African man, it is the new 
colonization. Why Belgium? Hissein Habre is a Chadian." Such assertions resonate in much of 
post-colonial Africa, although they do not explain why the courts of Senegal could not or would 
not try Habre themselves, as required by the UN Convention Against Torture (CAT), to which 
Senegal is a party. 

 
JURIST Guest Columnist Chandra Lekha Sriram, Chair of Human Rights at the University of 
East London School of Law (UK), says that the favorable response by Senegal's president to an 
African Union call that former Chadian president Hissene
to
trying Habre elsewhere should not be abandoned if Senegal fails, yet again, to follow through... 
 

On 1 July, an expert panel appointed by the African Union (AU) reported 
to the organization's summit in Banjul that the former Chadian dictator, 

his regime by the courts of Senegal, the country to which he fled in 1990. 
The panel announced that this was an "African solution", a phrase that 
resonates with the AU's mantra, "African solutions to African problems". 
The Panel's report was endorsed by the AU membership, and on the 3rd of 
July Senegal's President, Abdoulaye Wade, announced that his country 

 

an admirable sentiment, no doubt, but it is worth asking whether a trial is Senegal will offer any 
solution at all. In light of the potential difficulties, is an African solution really to be preferred 
above all others? 
 
It is first perhaps worth asking why the Habre case has provoked such interest, and why therefore 
A
trying Habre for his past crimes arose because victims of his regime brought a case in Belgium 

nder its universal jurisdiction legislation in 2001. Belgium issued a request to Senegalu
H
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The challenge of Hissene Habre is not a novel one. He is not the first African to face trial in 

urope for war crimes, crimes against humanity, or torture, nor will he be the last. The worries of 
fricans about controlling their own fate, and the guilt of their former colonizers, are very real. 

 
d 
ut 

 
ial outside the region he had so decimated, it was feared, he might not face a functional trial at 

all. Similarly, the dilem
but of trial elsewhere v
 
Following international
situation. In May, the C t 
giving Senegal 90 days
of its obligations under
he spent in exile there.  

The AU panel indicated

 Senegal would be the most suitable location for a trial. 
urther, contrary to the finding of the earlier Senegalese ruling that courts of that nation did not 

 like a 
urts may be the most 

ppropriate venue to try Habre, but they have evinced a distinct aversion to doing so. The evasion 

 

 
nd interested in implementing the country's obligations under the CAT, the 

E
A
 
But so are the legal requirements that certain crimes be tried, no matter where they occurred. It is
partly for this reason that the African solution of the Special Court for Sierra Leone was nuance
by the recent transfer of Charles Taylor to The Hague. He still faces a partially African court, b
in a European venue. The move was not one of colonization, but of pragmatism: if he didn't face
tr

ma of Habre was for some time not that of African trial vs. European trial, 
s. no trial at all. 

 pressure on Senegal, the AU set up a panel of experts to consider the 
ommittee Against Torture, set up to monitor the CAT, issued a statemen
 to try or extradite Habre, and indicating that the country was in violation 
 the CAT for not having dealt with Habre's past abuses during the 15 years 

 not only that Habre must be tried, and could indeed be tried in several 
African venues, whether Chad, Senegal, an ad hoc tribunal, or any other African nation that has 
ratified the CAT, but also indicated that
F

 

have competence to even rule on the extradition request, the AU experts found that Senegal not 
only had jurisdiction over the case, but an obligation to act in accord with its duties under the 
CAT. 
 
The AU panel's contradiction of the Senegalese judge regarding competence might seem
technicality, but it highlights a potentially serious problem. Senegalese co
a
by the judge in 2005 was only the latest example. A case had previously been brought in Senegal 
against Habre through the exercise of universal jurisdiction, in 2000. Habre was placed under 
house arrest, and the case proceeded, briefly. 
 
However, following apparent interference by politicians, the country's highest court ruled in 2001
that Senegalese courts could not hear a case involving crimes outside the country, and the 
Senegalese President even suggested that Habre could be sent to any country, such as Belgium, 
interested in trying him. While it is to be hoped that Senegalese courts are now more immune to
political pressure, a
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It remains to be seen whether Senegal will now fulfill its obligations under the CAT, as 
articulated by the Committee Against Torture and the AU Panel. 
 
President Wade's announcement holds out the promise of a trial in Senegal, perhaps through the 
creation of a special court in the country with wider African jurisdiction, and in collaboration with
Chadian authorities. If that promise is fulfilled, then the idea of an African solution might at long 
last be vindicated, but if not, one can only hope that one of the other venues identified by the AU 
Panel will be utilized. However, Senegal has avoided trying Habre for over 15 years, so some 
skepticism may be warranted. If no steps are taken, and no African solution emerges, allegations 
of neocolonialism should not deter cons
 
Of course, there is potentially a more positive interpretation of these 
events: that the recommendation and President Wade's announcement constitute a real break with 
the past on a continent where countries routinely elevate sovereignty above examination of 
internal abuses. If so, then the AU decision itself is a sort of African solution to an endemic 
African problem: impun
 
 
Professor Chandra Lekha Sriram is Chair in Human Rights and Director of the Centre on Huma
Rights in Conflict at the University of East London School of Law, and is currently conducting 
research in Sudan on that country's Comprehensive Peace Agreement.  
 
 

 

005 judicial decision on competence suggests the opposite.  

 

iderations of trying Habre elsewhere in the world. 

ity of sitting and former leaders. 
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	A Scotch Plains man who has been held as a suspected spy in Sierra Leone since late April could be on American soil as early as this weekend, his family said yesterday.
	At a hearing Tuesday, a judge in Freetown cleared the path for Michael Chemidlin to be allowed to leave the West African nation as early as Saturday, the man's son, Andrew Chemidlin, said in a telephone interview from New Jersey last night.
	Prosecutors had accused Chemidlin of conspiring to free former Liberian President Charles Taylor after the New Jersey man photographed a court complex where the former dictator was being held.
	Chemidlin, 58, a born-again Christian who went to Africa to proselytize, told officials he took the picture to remember his time there.
	When Chemidlin arrived at the court hearing Tuesday accompanied by a legal team provided by the U.S. Embassy, "the courthouse was empty ... the prosecution didn't show up and they said 'You're free,'" Andrew Chemidlin said, relaying what his father told
	The Associated Press reported from Freetown on Tuesday that Judge Sam Margai said he lacked jurisdiction to try the case because the court complex Chemidlin photographed was not a restricted area.
	Andrew Chemidlin said the family was cautiously optimistic that Michael Chemidlin, a New Jersey National Guardsman who served in Iraq in 2005, would be allowed to leave the country as the judge had ruled.
	The family has had its hopes dashed before. Chemidlin was released from custody once before only to be re-arrested while prosecutors considered filing new charges. He has been free on bail for the past month but barred from leaving Sierra Leone.
	Now, officials in the American embassy are arranging for Chemidlin to be allowed to board a commercial flight out of Sierra Leone over the weekend.
	"We're hoping Saturday, but it could be Monday" said Andrew Chemidlin. "Either way, we're going to have a celebration when he gets home."
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