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Special Court
New Principal Defender

Vincent Q. Nmehielle, 2
Nigeran Jaw Professor. has
been named Principal De-
tender at the Special Court
fur Sierva Leone.
wir Nmghivlle has extensive
experience in both Criminal
mw"“’“»—'-'-_‘/

For Sierra Leone

Defence and Academic law.
In 1990, he received his B.L
(Bamister at law) degree from

the Nigerian Law School
and was cadied 10 the Bar the
Samic Cyar.

He receivedan LL. M (Mas-
ters of Law) Degree in Inter-
national Human Rights Law
from the University of Notre
Dame Law School in 1996,
and 2 S.).D (Doctor of Ju-
ridical Sciemce) degree in
2000 from the George Wash-
ington Umiversity Law
School,

Mr Nmehiclle has been 2
barrister and solictor of the
Supreme Court of Nigeria
since 1990, where he prac-
ticed law in the firm of Oriu
& company, while lecturing
at the Facalty of Law of the

Rivers State University of
Science and Technology.
Port Harcourt, Nigeria.
From 1998 to 2002, he
served as Intermational Law
Counsel for the firm
Amorrowd: Company. P.A
in the United States.




Defender for |

Vincent O. Nmehielle, a Nige-
nan law professor, has been
named Principal Defender at
the Special Court for Sierra
Lol e

Mr. Nmehielie has extensive
experience in both criminal
eefence and academic law.
in 1990 he received his B.L.
{Barrister at Law) degree
from the Nigerian Law School,
and was called to the Bar the
same year.

he received an LL.M. (Master
of Laws) degree in interna-
tional Human Rights Law from
the University of Notre Dame
Law School in 1996, and e
5.4.D. (Doctor of Juridical Sci-
ence) degree in 2000 from the
George Washington Univer-
sity Law School.

Mr. Nmehielle has been a bar-
rister and solicitor of the Su-
preme Court of Nigeria since
1990, where he practiced law
in the firm of Orlu & Company,

. Ccenig aling Facully
vl Law o1 the Rivers State
University of Science and
Technology, Port Harcourt,
Nigeria.

From 1998 to 2002, he served
as International Law Counsel
for the firm Amorrow & Kum,
P.A in the United States.
Since February 2002, Mr.
Nmehielle has been an Asso-
ciate Professor of Law at the
University of the
Witwatersrand in
Johannesburg, South Africa.
He also held the post of Pro-
fessorial Lecturer in Law,
where he taught at the Ox-
ford/George Washington Uni-
versity Joint Programme in in-
terational Human Rights Law
at the University of Oxford.

He has written extensively
oninternational Huinansights
law, as well as constitutional
faw and traditio:ial legat
practices in

The Principai .-iender i
charged with snsuring the
rights of accused persons:
who appear before the Spe-
cial Court. In addiional he’
oversees the defence teams.
provides counse: for md-
gent defendants. advises
defence lawy s and ads
as a voice for the defence
both inside and culside the:
Court.

Mr. Nmehielle succeeds
Simone Monasebian, wihe.
announced her iilantionto]
leave the Court last Febme-
ary. Ms Monasebian re
mained at the Courtthroug:
May, and served on the panel
which chose 2 ~uccesse
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By Betty Milton
rosecution witness
TF2-080 has told the

Special Court that lie
stabbed a man to geta Sub
Machine Gun support
weapon. Led in evidence by
the Prosecutor the witness
said he joined the group
volunianly “whenl joined the
group. at that time there was
no commander so everything

wz\s4the Ran;,qt Grau
headed by Col. Haji and
after Ris initiation they

were

tS Qeczal Court

was ~done’ all

ourselves. 1 had only a
knite at that time.” The
witness said. 1 was atthe
checkpoint whend saw
troops.going for " Jah Jah’
meaning looting at
Moyamba. :{‘here were
two boys wWhS were in my

same age group so 1

decided tojoinghe group
for the mission. Whenwe

ordered to attack

Mile . was \C
P ‘accupicd by the juntas pbut  be
they never succeeded. He
stressed the reason why

he joined the Kamajor

went. the rebels first
attacked us but we
overpowered them. It was
during the battle that one
rebel was shot. and as he
was fighting to survive |
stabbed him and took his
gun fromhim.” The witness
said he joined the group
because some small boys
that were part of the group

. constantly harassed them

ssocianon
cause his younger
sister had earlierbeen .
C'\ptmed and kitled by -

the rebels.

"9y that '

it

when they wese in a camp at
Taiama. The witness said
these boysused to send them -
to do certain jobs for them
forcefullylikecarrying loads
and even 1o fetch food. He

: mmmmnedhs:me they had

no comm:nder whenever
they had a battle with the
rebels, they will loot the
properties and houses of
civilians, and if they find out
that there were soldiers
among. they were burnt,
“When we sere manning a

_checkpoint weused to search

the bags of civilians. and we
even detaimed and beat big
men,” Hesaidthe only group
that had a mame at that time
Contd. Page 2
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000 into Liberia

for electwn

Story: Sahr Musa Yamba
Erstwhile Prosecutor of the Urited
Nauons backed Special Court,
David Crane has alleged that last
October extied Liberian Presadent,
Charles Taylor wired $160,000 10
his supporters in Monrevia 1o
spark riots that killed webie and
injured over 200 people.

"He is funding the campaers of
his supporters in Liberia ahead of
elections this October, and has
every intention to returm to
Liberia," Crane maintained in a
release from the Special Cowt He
made the allegations at the Second
Continued page 3

Charles Tavlar awailieg iﬁz&g o ofthe law

Taylor pumps §160,000 into Liberia for elections |

From page
Anniversary of the

Unsealing of Charles
Taylor's Indictment, and
adds, "Charles Taylor
Holds a Sword Over the
Future of West Africa”
"Two vears after unsealing
the indictment against
former Liberian President
Charles Taylor, he remamns
a threat to the peace in West
Africa," Crane mainiamed.
On 4 June 2003, Crane
announced 1o the workdthat
Taylor had been indiscted
three months earlier. Two
months later, on 11 Auwsmst
2003, the internatiopal
community prevailed upon
Nigeria to accept Taylar in
exchange tfor 2 promise 10
Yeave Liberia, und end ol
involvement in Liberian
and regional affairs.
"Two yedrs ago, it made
sense to send Tayler to
Nigeria in order to alow
the Liberian peace pmcess
to begit, Given
to go quietly,
Taylor has done ,xmthg
but betray the agrezment
with  the  Duagenian
’“sxdum the Ecoemomic

Uhggies

Community of West African
States, the African Umion,
the United Nations and the
US and UK govemments,"
said Crane.
The Prosecutor explamed.
"The government of Nigeria
has warned Taylor on at
least three occasions thathe
has violated the terms of his
exile agreement, but even
after these warnings, Taylor
has remained involved in
Liberian affairs. Just this
week. through  his
spokesman, Tayler
announced his inteption to
hold a press conference
during the Liberian election
season, in what the
government of Nigeria sad
would be a violation of the
wims of his exile.
Crane stated further that it
certainly appears that Taylor
is meddling in the imersal
affairs of several West
African states and working
directly with terronsts.
artes TavJor faces a 17-
count indictnent for war
crimes and crimes agamsl
humanity commitied &uzing
the conflict in Sierre Leone.
The charges inclade

terrorizing the civilian
population, umlawful
kilings, sexual violence,
ghysical violence, forced
comscription of child
sokders, abductions, forced
iabour, looting and burning,
sed attacks om UN
peacekeeping personncl.
The Prosecutor indicted
Charles Taylor on 3 March.
03, and unsealed thel'
mdictment on 4 June 2003.
Official copies of the
mdictment and wamant of]
awest were delivered to the
Niserian government by
sc Court's Registry on 27
November 2003, and the
fmernational  Police
Organization (INTERPOL)
issued a 'Red Notice' for
Charles Taylor on 3
December 2003. Just over
am¢ year ago, on 31 May
M, the Appeals Chamber
of the Special Court for
Sierra Leone rejected a
mouon filed by attorneys
for Taylor, who sought to
gave the charges against
A thrown out on the
grounds that Taylor was a
siving head of state at the
time of the indicement.




" Taylor holds a sword o

West Africa's future"

- David Crane
Two vears afier unseahng
Cthe indicimen! against
former Libenan President
Charles Tavior Prosecutor
David M Crane says
Chatles Tayhor remams a
1hreat 1o peace in West Af-

rica

On 4% June 2003, Mr Crane
announced to the world that
Tayvlor had been nxdicted three
months earhier. 1wo months
later, on 11 August 2003, the
ntemational communy pre-
Larted on Nigena to accepl
Taylor m exchange fora prom-
ise 10 leave Liberia and end all
involvement m Liberia and
regional }ﬁ‘ans‘ -

"Two years ago, 1t made
sense 1o send Tavkor io Nivena
in order to alion the Liberian
peace process 1o beyn. Given
a chance 1o go quectly, Charles
Tavior has dong lfmhmg but
betrayed the asreement wath
the Nigerian President, the

Economic Community of

West African States, the Afinca
Uinnon. the Unaed Nations and

the US and UK governiments,”
said Mr Crane

The Prosecutor explamned.
“The govemment of Nigeria
has wanmed Tavior on at Jeast
tiree occasions thathe has vio-
Jated the tenns of lis exite
agreement, but even affer these
warnings, Taylor has re-
mained mvohved m Liberan
aftars. Last October he wired
$160.000 10 Ius supporters m
Monrovia 1o spark riots that
killed nwelve and mjured over
200 people. He is funding the
campaens of his supporters i
Liberia ahead of elections this
October, and has every inten-
tion 16 retwn to Libena. Just

"this week, through his spohes-

man, Tavior announced his

“ienmon to hold a press con-

ference -during the Libenan
electon season, in what the
govemment of Nigena said
would be a violation of the
tems of his exile. It is abso-
Juely clear that from Nigena,
Qhiarles Taylor holds a sword
over the future of West Aftica,
Nigeria and the world owe

him absolutch' nothey ”

Mr Crane west oft t0 52y
that it cenamly appeais that
Tavlor is meddbag n the
internal affairs of several
West African states and
working diectly with ter-
rorists.

Charles Tevior Baces a 17-

count indictmant for war
crimes and crmaes against
humanity comssitied dur-
ing the conflact in Sierrd
Leone.

The chanss wclude tenor-
izing the coalam population.
unlawful killees, sexual vio-
Jence, piwsiaiwolence, forced
conscripica o child solchers,
abduction, fesd Tabouw. lool-
ing and b, and attacks
on UN peaskaching person-
nel

The Pressator mdicaled
Charles T on 3 March
2003, and msealed the mdict-
ment on 4 Jme 2005,

Official-capes of the indlict-
ment and warrant of arrest
were defvemd 1o the Nigetian

gon erumeest by the Count's

1
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ver

Registry on 27 November
2003, and the International

Police Organization (INTER-

POL.) issued a "Red Notice” for

Charles Taylor on 3 Decem-

ber 2003.

Just over one year ago, on
31 May 2004, the Appeals
Chaunber of the Special Court
for Siera Leone rejected a
motion filed by antomeys for
Taylor, who sought to have the
charges against lnm thrown
out on the grounds that Taylor
was a siting head of state at
the ume of the mdictiment.

The Special Court is an in-
dependent tribunal estabhished
jomty by the United Nanons
and the Government of Siema
Leone.

It is mandated to bring to
justice those who bear the

=Heatest responsibility for
arocities committed m Sierma
Leone after 30 November
1996 '

To date, the Prosecutor
has indicated thirteen per-
soms on various charges of
war crimes, crimes against
hamanity, and other serious
violations of international
hamanitarian law.

Tuwo indictiments were
withdrawn following the
deaths of the accused.

Nine indictees are cur-
rently in the custody of the
court
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" Tavior

Obasanjo

When Nigerian President
Olusegun Obasanjo paid fre-
quent visits to Libcria durs
ing Charles Taylor’s chaotic
presidency, many Liberians
belicved one of Afnica’s most

Ob

powerful and influcnual
statesmen was seeking a
genuine peace for Liberia,
leaving se stone untumed
to end the couniry’s brutal

conflict that claimed the

Jives of over a qaurter of a mil-
lion people and destablized dhe
West African subregion.

Peopke believed this way be-
cause previous Nigenay fead-

the Lsberian peace process

never visited Liberia. They

sinply told Taylor and other
Conmtd. puge 2

crs who_were_invalved wath

R

major players in the conflict
1o proceed to Abuja for talks
regarding the peace process.

President Obsanjo changed
the host policy and became
ambassador for peace in

8 Liberia, shuttling between

Abu)a and Monrovia.

¥ But beneath that unique con-

cem demonstrated by the Ni-
gerian leader, it has been gath-

E cred. was a selfish agenda ob-
B scured by power and influence
B 10 herghten the hope and
R ¢ pecations of an oppressed
E 1eople while surveptiously ca-
4 rousing with their oppressor
% \\hat 1s sad about what has
£ how become an open secret
B l lbena Presxdcm Obd:ﬂl‘_]()

>a>ur she wilt mk: care i

personal realnorship with
Charles Tavlor's sister
Geebiole. a situation widely
beligved (o be belind the Ni-
geran aders” refusalto hand
over Tavior for trad as an
mdicicd war crmanal- is the
potential 1o umdercut
Nigeria's unmasched sacri-

fices for the restoraton .ol

lasting peace to Libenia.
According to an mside
source. Charles Taylor is re-
ported 1o have personally
mitiated the relanonsinp be-
tween his osister and
Presdient Obanjo during
one of his ofTicials visis 1o
Monrovia.

The source said. favior wkd
Obasanio” "N, President.
we are Africans, This s my

| Taylor’s Sister In Love With Obasanie

wong while you 80 G o
ir}.' siace ther. e sans(e
added. The rolenonehe Eis
expandsd Eio 2 regaler hovE
affzir. And beceuse Prosident
Obasanjo kes so wcpsos o
visit Liberia of this sme. &'
now Geebiok who kas ris-
barked on the road wip. gy
in snd oul of Kigevis M w3
Fven the Unied Namawe st
ben siamwmed on Taviar. e
former officishs. ssaacinis and
family members conl np
the precidential concahms
who i said 10 b uws of thy
reapin conducis teangh winch
Charies Taviar sen i lgs
urraanis of woney b ing
rpewis 1 Licrip and atiat
pans of tag worid
Es¢ Kees bovse for mow 55
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War Crimes Chief Prosecutor in Sierra Leone,
David Crane has renewed his allegations against
exiled former Liberian President and indictee of
the count, Charles Taylor of working directly with
terrorists.

In a press release issued over the weekend, Crane
said, “It certainly appears that Taylor is meddling in
the intermal affairs of several West African states and
is working directly with terrorists,” Mr. Crane said.

In a press statement over the weekend, Mr. Crane
said that the government of Nigeria had warned Tay-
lor on at least three occasions that he has violated the
terms of his exile agreement.

“1t is absolutely clear that from Nigeria, Charles Tay-
lor holds a sword éver the future of West Africa and
Nigeria and the world owe him absolutely nothing,”
the release continued.

The release went on to accuse Taylor of fuelling riots
in Monrowia last October that left twelve people dead
and over wo hundred injured. crimes and crimes sgainst humanity commitied in Si-
- Just last week, through his spokesman, Taylor an- ~ ©ITd Leone during the war

nounced his intention 10 hold a press conference ahead ~ The charees include unlawful killing, sexual and physi-
of the Liberian elections due shortly in what the gov- cal violence, forced conscription of child soldiers. ab-
ernment of Nigeria said would be @ violaton of the ductions. forced labour, looting and burning, terroriz-
terms of kis exile,” the release further stated. ing the civiliun population among others.

Charles Taylor faces 17-count indictment for war Mr. Tavior is currently exiled in Calabar, Nigeria.
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Why U.S. is After Charles Taylor - Aide

This Day (Lagos)

NEWS

June 3, 2005

Posted to the web June 6, 2005

By Amby Uneze
Calabar

Fresh indications have emerged as to why the United States of America wants exiled former Liberian President,
Mr. Charles Ghankay Taylor to face trial of war crimes in a UN special court in Sierra Leone.

US pressure to nail Taylor is not unconnected with the roles he played while in office as President of Liberia not
to patronize US armament to prosecute the Liberian war which lasted for more than a decade, a close associate
and aide of the former war lord has exclusively disclosed.

The associate who told THISDAY on the condition of anonymity, revealed that during the Liberian war the US
government approached Taylor for sales of arms, but he turned down the request, adding that this singular
action infuritated the US, hence they decided to lend support to Taylor's opponent.

According to the source, the current allegation by US that Taylor may be providing diamond which helps fund
Al Qaeda operations, among other things could not be substantiated as it is like the case of giving a dog a bad
name in order to hang it.

Again, THISDAY learnt that besides other facts, US is not happy with Taylor for his alleged continued
interference in Liberia and other West African sub-region which may adversely affect US business interests in

those countries.

The source further accused US of fuelling crises in the third world countries so that she could find market for
her war equipment in order to continue to enrich her economy at the detriment of the developing countries.

It further reasoned that if US could stop funding crises in the world today, there would be peace in the globe,
adding that because of her selfish business interest, she would not stop fuelling crises across the globe.

Copyright © 2005 This Day. All rights reserved. Distributed by
AllAfrica Global Media (allAfrica.com).

http://allafrica.com/stories/printable/200506060481 .html 6/7/2005
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KAMAJORS WERE ORDERED TO BURN DOWN EVERY HOUSE OCCUPIED BY
THE AFRC ...Witness testifies at CDF Trial

Monday June 6, 2005

Witness TF 2-078 has told the war crimes tribunal in Freetown that the Civil Defence
Force were ordered to burn down every house occupied by members of the AFRC junta
and to seize and use any property belonging the RUF rebels or the AFRC. From
Freetown, Tamba Borbor reports :

Witness disclose plans for Operation Black December' at Special Court

By Tamba Borbor from Freetown

In the joint trial of the three CDF indictees- Sam Hinga Norman, Alie Kondowa and
Moinina Fofana, witness TF2-079 has disclosed plans for Operation Black December'.

The witness said that the National Co-ordinator- Chief Sam Hinga Norman called them to
a meeting where he informed them of the operation which he said was going to take place
thus: all supply route to the RUF would be cut off: felling of trees on major roads and
feeder roads- for which purpose they were given power saw to cut down the trees. Also,
bridges were to be dismantled.

The witness went on, "the operation was to be carried out simultaneously as all RUF
bases were to be attacked. Civilians and Police collaborators are to be treated as common
enemies; all houses occupied by the AFRC were to be burnt and properties including
vehicles belonging to the RUF or AFRC and collaborators should be owned and used by
the Kamajors." The witness further disclosed that another meeting was also held at
Walihun 1l where most members were present including the War Council authorities-
Orenco, Nallo and himself.

At that meeting the witness said, Hinga Norman told them that gravel, which the AFRC
Junta had dug, should be washed, sold and the proceeds be brought to him. The 43-year-
old man who is also a member of the CDF told the Court that he first saw the second and
third accused in November when he went to Base Zero at Talia to request for arms and
ammunition as their supply had drastically reduced. "When we arrived, we went to the
house where Hinga Norman was residing but we were told he had gone to Liberia. We
were introduced to the Director of War- Moinina Fofana who received us with open arms
after we had told him about our purpose.

The next morning, he took us to the house of the High Priest- Alie Kondowa. We stayed
at Base Zero for three days during which Hinga Norman came and we handed over the
Situation Report to him. He advised that some men return back with the arms in and
ammunition that was given to us." He said that the lives of the civilians were also danger
as anyone caught travelling between Tongo and the Kamajor base was killed. "A lad
travelling from Tongo to Panguma on foot was caught and butchered by the Kamajors.
Around the vicinity of Tongo, palm wine tappers were also killed by Kamajors," he
narrated.



4

United Nations @ Nations Unies

=N

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL)

UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 06 June 2005
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.]

5 June 2005 - Houston Chronicle
U.S. backs extradition of Liberia's ex-president / Official

says the "time has come' for Taylor to leave Nigeria and

stand trial for war crimes
DANIEL BALINT-KURTI, Associated Press

CALABAR, NIGERIA - Nigeria is coming under increasing pressure to expel ousted Liberian
president Charles Taylor so that he can face trial in a U.N.-backed war crimes tribunal, a move
now supported by the United States.

Taylor vowed upon his departure to return to Liberia, but his spokesman, Vaani Paasawe,
says a return to power is the last thing on Taylor's mind. Paasawe also said Taylor would
break a long media blackout and hold a press conference Aug. 11.

Local Media — Newspapers

Taylor’s Al Qaida Link Identified
(The News)

e According to Daily Observer, one of the FBI’s most wanted persons, Mustafa
Mohammed Fadhil is the link between former Liberian President Charles
Taylor and the Al Qaida terrorist group.



