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Local News 
 
Taylor Had $5 Billion in US Banks...BBC Blunder? / Concord Times 
 
Special Court Reacts to Taylor’s $5 Billion... / Independent Observer 
 
Special Court Hooks Kabbah / Awareness Times 
 
Boost for Charles Taylor’s Lawyers / New Citizen 
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International News 
 
(Untitled) / BBC World Service Trust 
 
Boost for Taylor’s Lawyers / BBC World Service Trust 
 
False Death News Target / New Democrat 
 
The Special Court’s Claimed US $5 Billion... / National Chronicle 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries / UNMIL 
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Thursday, 8 May 2008 
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Independent Observer 
Thursday, 8 May 2008 
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Awareness Times 
Thursday, 8 May 2008 
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New Citizen 
Thursday, 8 May 2008 
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BBC World Service Trust 
Wednesday, 7 May 2008 
 
Charles Taylor’s war crimes trial has been hearing graphic description of yet rebel atrocities from TF1-
028, whose appearance was delayed Tuesday by intense arguments over protective measures of another 
witness. 
 
As Alphonsus Zeon reports, the witness broke down in tears in the middle of her testimony several times. 
  
ZEON: TF1-028 said there was no shortage in the cruel acts of the AFRC/RUF rebels in their dealings 
with civilians. When the witness began narrating how she said her two uncles were chopped to death she 
broke down in tears. 
  
TF1-028: I saw my uncle lying down. He had been hacked on his neck... He was saying, "God is 
great"...Then I saw my other uncle... My uncle was asking what his elder brother had done when 
they hacked him... He was asking the junta what his brother had done when they hacked him... Then they 
hacked him across his face, saying that was the answer...He died. 
 
COUNSEL: What was your reaction, if any? 
 
TF1-028: I was not feeling fine. 
 
COUNSEL: Did you say anything? 
 
TF1-028: (sobbing) Yes sir. 
 
COUNSEL: Witness, can I continue? 
 
TF1-028: Yes, yes, sir. 
 
JUSTICE DOHERTY: Would you like someone from the WVS to be close to you, Madam Witness, or do 
you want to sit where you are? 
 
TF1-028: Yes, sir, let the person come close to me. 
  
ZEON: The witness narrated another incident in which the rebels beat people in Karina town, and dipped 
a burning plastic on the body of her brother.  
 
TF1-028 told the Court the rebels raped small girls and killed people.. 
 
TF1-028: When the boy went to bathe at the time I was sitting on the veranda and I saw a boy trailing him 
saying that the commander was calling him... Then he said that the boy has taken the soap to go and 
bathe himself. Now that he has done that the boy should be tied up... They drag him like a goat 
on the ground... They took him into the bush and they asked him to give his last words... The boy told 
them that, "Ey, don't kill me." He said, "I will be sitting my exams next year. I am in form five. I am the 
only boy that my mother has. Please don't kill me."... Then Killer came and said they should kill the man. 
They should not waste time with him and they shot him. 
  
ZEON: She said she had to lie to safe her own life. 
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TF1-028: I was sitting down under a big tree when two juntas came saying that the commander called 
Five-Five wanted to see me... I got up, I joined them and went... Then Five-Five said, "Are you somebody 
who was born in Karina?" Then I said, "Yes, sir". And then he said, "Just say goodbye to the world, 
because now we are going to kill you". And then I said, "Oh, please do not do that to me", and 
then I lied to them... because I now knew that I was going to die. Then I told them that I had done 
something for you and please do not kill me, because if you kill me up to my last bone in my body will be 
shy. Then they asked me what did I do. And then I told them I had hidden three RUF and four juntas. 
They were all living with me in the house. So when I got the information I released them all, they went 
and then Five-Five said, "This is somebody who has started the jungle with us. We shouldn't kill her. Let 
her stay with us." 
  
ZEON: Prosecution lawyer Shyamala Alagendra is expected to continue the direct examination of TF1-
028. 
  
This is Alphonsus Zeon for the BBC World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground, reporting 
from The Hague. 
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BBC World Service Trust 
Wednesday, 7 May 2008 
 
Boost for Taylor’s lawyers 
 
By Alphonsus Zeon 
 
Lawyers representing the former Liberian president Charles Taylor at his war crimes trial at the Special Court 
sitting at The Hague, probably have something to smile about.  
 
Following their rejection of protective status given to some of the prosecution witnesses and asking the Court 
to look at the reasons for keeping them away from the public eye, the Court agreed that TF1-215 did not enjoy 
protection. But Presiding Judge Theresa Doherty said the call for a review of the protective measures remained 
arguable. 
  
She said: “The Defence have opposed and applied to rescind the purported protective measures for witness 
TF1-215. The Prosecution submit that the witness is protected by an order of Trial Chamber I of 5 July 2004, 
entitled "Decision on Prosecution motion for modification of protective measures for witnesses", which the 
Prosecution submits applies to 266 witnesses of fact including witness TF1-215. After careful consideration of 
that decision and the submissions of counsel, we find nothing in the decision which would entitle witness TF1-
215 to any protective measures. In our view, the decision relates solely to those witnesses listed in annexes A 
and B of the renewed Prosecution motion for protective measures. Witness TF1-215 is not among those 
witnesses listed in the annexes. Accordingly, the witness will testify in open court”  
 
Instead of bringing TF1-215 in open court, the Prosecution withdrew the witness they said should have 
testified to facts. Prosecution lawyer Shyamala Alagendra announced a different witness instead. 
  
The issue had brought a heated debate in court on Tuesday, when the prosecution put another secret witness on 
the stand, which the defence resisted saying he, TF1-215, did not meet the criteria to be hidden from the 
public. 
  
The ensuing argument between the opposing lawyers dominated proceedings on Tuesday after the previous 
witness, TF1-143, had left the stand. 
  
In is not uncommon for witnesses to be protected if they so request. Lawyers pressing charges against Mr 
Taylor say these witnesses fear for their safety and that of their families and would not like to be known while 
they give evidence. 
  
Defence lawyer, Morris Anyah had argued that the witness should not be given a pseudonym (TF1-215), nor 
should he give testimony behind camera. He also challenged the distortion of the witness’s voice because he is 
not a child, a victim of sexual violence, an insider, or expert witness. 
  
Anyah said these categories of witnesses were those covered by protective measures and that TF1-215 did not 
fit into any of them.   
 
He prevailed on the judges to review the reasons for granting protective status to some witnesses, because, in 
the argument of the British-trained Ghanaian lawyer, times have changed so much that some of the ten-year 
old measures did not hold water any longer. 
  
The prosecution counter-argued that although TF1-215 was a witness of fact, he did hold security fears. 
  
  
Courtesy BBC World Service Trust and Search for Common Ground 
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New Democrat (Liberia) 
Wednesday, 7 May 2008 
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National Chronicle 
Wednesday, 7 May 2008 
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Complete Media Summaries  

7 May 2008  
 

[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 
 

Newspaper Summary 
President Sirleaf Accepts Court’s Ruling in Treason Trial – Tells Suspects ‘Go and Sin No 
More’ 
(The News, New Democrat, Daily Observer)   
 

• Barely two days following the acquittal of retired army General Charles Julu and Colonel 
Andrew Dorbor reports in some publications suggested that President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
seems not to be satisfied with the court's decision although she pronounced her acceptance 
to the judgment. The President, according to The News and the New Democrat newspapers, 
urged the two men to "go and sin no more," leaving them to their conscience. But some 
critics said the President’s comment [go and sin no more] has a Biblical connotation even 
though she did not elaborate.   

• Despite what state prosecutors claims was incontestable evidence to convict the two men, 
Criminal Court "A" Judge Peter Gbenewelleh last Friday acquitted Julu and Dorbor on grounds 
that the government miserably failed to produce evidence for their conviction.  

 
Stiffer Penalty Awaits Criminals as Lawmakers Passed Armed Robbery Bill  
 

• The House of Representatives on Tuesday passed the much awaited armed robbery bill. The 
bill now goes before the Liberian Senate for concurrence and finally to the President before it 
is enforced. The armed robbery bill gained momentum after the rising spate of armed crimes, 
which left peaceful residents across Monrovia raped and wounded. Critics are particularly 
keen on whether the stiffer measures against violent crimes will be enforced to the latter. At 
the same time, the media reflected a considerable reduction in incidents of armed robbery 
over the last few weeks.    

 
Magistrate Linked to Sexual Abuse  
(The News) 
 

• [sic] The United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) has documented how a Magistrate in 
Zorzor, Lofa County, sexually abused a woman who was arrested and charged for theft.  The 
report revealed that the magistrate reportedly coerced the woman into having sexual 
relations with him in return of her release. The UNMIL human rights report said the Liberia 
National Police (LNP) investigated the case and charged the Magistrate with sexual assault 
and abuse. According to UNMIL, an attempt was made by the LNP to arrest the magistrate 
but he escaped. The report indicated that on 21 August 2007, the case was transferred to the 
Circuit Court but no writ of arrest was issued against the Magistrate. Interestingly, in 
September 2007, the UNMIL report quoted Lofa County Attorney as saying that there was 
insufficient evidence to indict the Magistrate. However, by the end of September, the 
Magistrate had reportedly resumed his official duties. The case in question grew out of a 
complaint filed by the woman who informed the LNP that the magistrate allegedly coerced her 
into having sexual relations with him in return for her release. The woman was arrested on 
allegation that she stole a cell-phone for which she was arrested and charged. However, the 
UNMIL human rights report did not disclose the identities of the magistrate and the woman 
who was sexually abused. Meanwhile, the UN Mission in Liberia has also documented how a 
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prison officer at the Sanniquellie Central Prison, Nimba County, ordered inmates to flog the 
Sheriff of the LAMCO Magisterial Court. According to UNMIL's human rights report, the Sheriff 
escorted detainees from Yekepa to the prison on orders of the Stipendiary Magistrate when 
he was ordered flogged by the correction officer. UNMIL, through its Human Rights and 
Protection Section (HRPS), disclosed that the prison officer also rejected the commitment 
order because the Sheriff was unable to identify himself. UNMIL said the correction officer 
was intoxicated at the time of the incident.  

 

 
 
Radio Summary 
Star Radio (News culled today from website at 8:35 am) 
Presidents Discusses with Stakeholders on Growing Food Crisis in Liberia 
 

• President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf holding a series of meetings with a number of stakeholders, 
including rice importers, the National Investment Commission (NIC), the Ministry of 
Agriculture, political parties and other concerned groups to discuss the growing food crisis 
with the aim of advancing possible solutions to addressing the problem. The real solution to 
the food crisis, the President reiterated, lies in the ability of Liberians to grow more food, 
particularly rice. Government, she said, is doing all it can to find the right responses to the 
food situation. “In the short term it will be bilateral support; in the medium term to long 
term, we just have to grow it to meet some of our national needs,” the President emphasized. 

• At the same time, the Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Price Commission, Dr. Togba Nah Tipoteh, has 
presented to President Johnson Sirleaf an interim draft report of the Commission’s findings. 
The report, which, among other issues, focuses on the increased prices of commodities on the 
market, was presented Tuesday to the President at her Foreign Ministry Office.   The 52-page 
interim report, Dr. Tipoteh said, includes recommendations covering immediate, short-term 
and medium-term recommendations to address pricing and other commodity issues. 

• The President thanked Dr. Tipoteh and his team for the draft report and said she looked 
forward to meeting members of the Commission to discuss details of a final report expected 
to be submitted at the end of June.  The draft report, the Liberian leader said, will be a useful 
instrument during discussions with stakeholders on the looming food crisis. 

 
Provisional Results of Liberia’s First Post-War Census due Soon 
 
• The Liberia Institute of Statistics and Geo-information Services (LISGIS) announced Tuesday 

that work is ongoing to compile the data for provisional results of the 2008 Housing and 
Population Census. 

• LISGIS, a group which conducted the recent census, said the results will be made available to 
the Government and people of Liberia and development partners by the end of this month. 

• LISGIS’ Executive Director Edward Liberty told a news conference Tuesday that in line with 
international standards of conducting census, the Post Enumeration Survey (PES) is being 
planned and will be conducted in May. 

• He said sample of the enumeration areas used in the census will be revisited so as to 
ascertain the level of coverage and accuracy of the field enumeration exercise of the census. 

 
 
 
                                                  **** 
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Special Court Supplement 
Moot Court Finals Between Njala University and Fourah Bay College 

Wednesday, 7 May 2008 
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