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Local News 
 
Row Over Taylor’s Acquittal / Spectator 
 
West Side Boys Demand Compensation / Standard Times 
 
Is ICC Doing the Job of a Failed African Judiciary? / Standard Times 
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UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 
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Spectator 
Friday, 8 May 2009  
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Standard Times 
Friday, 8 May 2009  
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Standard Times 
Friday, 8 May 2009  
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 7 May 2009  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 

Liberian Leader to Address University of Tampa in Florida  
May 07, 2009 (All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf will this 
weekend deliver the commencement address at the University of Tampa in Florida (U.S.A.). The 
invitation to deliver this year's commencement address was extended to the President by American 
millionaire David Straz, who is also Liberia's honorary consul to the State of Florida.  
 
Mr. Straz, who is also a major Trustee and supporter of the University of Tampa, has in turn 
committed to financing the completion of the higher education technical institute in Sinje, Grand 
Cape Mount County. The project is estimated at a little over USD$1 million.  
 
The bulk of the President's expenses to Tampa have been taken care of by Mr. Straz, including travel 
to Florida and back to Monrovia in his private plane, which took off the morning of May 7. 
 

International Clips on West Africa 

 French Photographer Freed after Being Held for 16 Months in 
Abidjan  
May 07, 2009 (Reporters sans Frontieres/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Reporters Without 
Borders hails the provisional release today of French photographer Jean-Paul Ney, who had been 
held in Abidjan since late December 2007 in connection with a conspiracy to overthrow the Ivorian 
government known as the "Christmas in Abidjan" affair.  
 
"Although the 'Christmas in Abidjan' case has not yet given up all its secrets and although Ney's role 
has yet to be clarified, we are relieved and pleased by his release," Reporters Without Borders said. 
"After 16 grim months of detention in the Abidjan penitentiary, Ney should be able to be reunited 
with his family in France."  

The provisional release of Ney and all the other persons held in connection with the case was 
ordered this afternoon by a court in Abidjan-Plateau. Ney's Ivorian lawyer, Minta Traore, was at the 
court when the release order was issued. Ney had been charged in January 2008 with "conspiracy 
against state authority" and "attempted violence." 

Local Media – Newspaper 
Liberia Becoming Better for Business... As More Reforms Take Place 
(Daily Observer) 
 

• The Daily Observer reports that Liberia is gradually becoming a better place to do business as 
the country's public private dialogue has once again announced the attainment of additional 
reforms. The reforms, totalling 18, are expected to make it better, easier and faster to do 
business in the country.  

• The first of such achievements was announced last year when the Liberia Better Business 
Forum (LBBF), in collaboration with Business Reform Committee (BRC), published a list of 21 
reforms they had achieved which now sums up to 39 the number of reforms that Liberia has 
attained in two years. Some Senior Executives of the LBBF and the BRC yesterday presented 
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a scroll containing the 18 improvements to the Government through Vice President Joseph 
Boakai.  

• The improvement among other things include the elimination of annual registration 
requirement of businesses at the Ministry of Commerce, establishment of a centralized facility 
at the Freeport to provide a single location for clearance and the significant reduction of fees 
from the Monrovia City Corporation. 

 
FPAL Opens Clinic in Gbarnga Today 
(The Analyst, Daily Observer, The Informer) 
 

• The Family Planning Association of Liberia (FPAL) will today dedicate its youth clinic in 
Gbarnga, Bong County. The clinic is expected to address Sexual and Reproductive Health 
needs of the youthful population of Gbarnga and its surroundings.  

• An FPAL release said the United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) is one of the major donors 
of the association in Liberia. The UNFPA is currently providing funds for the implementation of 
the Sexual and Reproductive Health, HIV/AIDS and other services in seven counties. 

 
 
Local Media – Star Radio (News monitored today at 09:00 am) 
House of Representatives Mandates Justice Minister to Provide Details on Usage of over 
US$500,000 Taken From CBL 

• Justice Minister Philip Banks has been mandated to provide written submission about the over 
half a million United States dollars seized from a Nigerian. 

• Speaking during the start of the investigation into the alleged illegal usage of the money, the 
Chairman of the House joint investigative committee, Representative Saah Gbollie, ordered 
Minister Banks to submit his written response by tomorrow. 

• Representative Gbollie told the Minster that the submission is crucial as a legal requirement 
to begin the probe. 

 (Also reported on Truth F.M., Sky F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Civil Society, Political Parties Want Referendum Bills Promptly Pass 

• Several civil society groups and political parties have called on the Senate to promptly concur 
with the House of Representatives in passing referendum bills before it. 

• The groups said the passage of the bills will give the National Elections ample time to conduct 
its pre-election activities. 

• They urged the Legislature to be mindful of the consequences of delaying the threshold bill 
which is crucial to the 2011 elections 

• The gropes called on the Executive to provide explanation why the statistics House, LISGIS is 
yet to release the final census results. 

(Also reported on Truth F.M., Sky F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Nigerian National Defense College Delegation Visits TRC 

• A delegation from the Nigerian National Defence College on Wednesday visited the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission of Liberia (TRC). 

• The visit of the 25-member delegation is in continuation of the group’s Geo-strategy World 
Study Tour to Liberia. 

• The study is under the “Post Conflict Peace Building Efforts in Liberia: Challenges and 
Prospects”. 

• Welcoming the delegation to the TRC, Chairman Jerome Verdier said the commission’s 
recommendation will help in the consolidation of peace in the country. 

(Also reported on Truth F.M., Sky F.M. and ELBC) 
 
Truth F.M. (News monitored today at 10:00 am) 
US$1.5 Million Earmarked for Implementation of National Plan of UN Resolution 1325 

• The Italian Government through the United Nations Development Fund for Women (UNIFEM) 
has provided US$1.5 million for the implementation of the National Action Plan for UN 
Resolution 1325.  
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• UN Resolution 1325 was passed by the Security Council for women’s participation in the 
promotion of peace and decision making among other. 

• Speaking Wednesday in Monrovia, UNIFEM Country Representative to Liberia, Izeduwa Derex 
Briggs said the initiative is geared towards women’s leadership in the implementation of the 
UN Security Council Resolution. 

• Gender and Development Minister, Vabah Gayflor praised the efforts of the Italian 
Government and UNIFEM saying the donation will help the ministry in reaching to the 
beneficiaries. 
 

GOL, Denmark Sign US$18M Women Empowerment Pact 
• The Governments of Liberia and Denmark have signed 100 million Danish Kroner 

approximately US$18 million to support the economic empowerment of Liberian women. 
• Finance Minister Augustine Ngafuan and Gender Minister Varbah Gayflor singed on behalf of 

the Liberian Government while Danish Ambassador to Liberia, Stig Barlyng signed on behalf 
of his government. 

• The funding will provide technical support for the Ministry of Gender and Development and all 
activities jointly planned and implemented by relevant ministries and agencies. 

 
                                                                      ***** 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


