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Local News 

 
Justice Kamanda Sworn in as Appeals Judge at Special Court / Awareness Times 
 
Special Court Gets Fifth Appeals Judge / Concord Times 
 
Salone Courts Ignore Rape Cases / Concord Times 
 
Justice Kamanda Now Special Court Judge / The Trumpet 
 
Special Court Swears New Judge / The News 
 
Is Amnesty International Serious? / The News 
 
New Appeals Court Judge for Special Court / Awoko 
 
Pushing for Women’s Access to Justice / Awoko 
 
The Deplorable Conditions of the Prisons Force…/ Standard Times 
 
Amputee Team Due In Turkey / For di People 
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International News 
 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary / UNMIL 
 
UNMIL Identifies Helicopter Crash Victims / The Analyst (Monrovia) 
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Awareness Times 
Thursday, 8 November 2007 
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Concord Times 
Thursday, 8 November 2007  
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Concord Times 
Thursday, 8 November 2007  
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The Trumpet 
Thursday 8 November 2007 
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The News 
Thursday, 8 November 2007  
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The News 
Thursday, 8 November 2007  
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Awoko 
Thursday, 8 November 2007 
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Awoko 
Thursday, 8 November 2007 
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Standard Times 
Thursday, 8 November 2007 
 
The Deplorable Conditions of the Prisons Force: A Case for Hon. Dauda Kamara 
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For di People 
Thursday, 8 November 2007  
 
Amputee Team Due In Turkey  
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United Nations     Nations Unies 
 

United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) 
 

 
UNMIL Public Information Office Media Summary 7 November 2007  

 
[The media summaries and press clips do not necessarily represent the views of UNMIL.] 

 
International Clips on Liberia 
AP 11/07/2007 06:18:54  
West African military heads denounce US approach to Africa 
command  
JONATHAN PAYE-LAYLEH 

 
MONROVIA, Liberia _ West African military chiefs charged that the United 
States has failed to adequately consult with countries that will be affected by 
a planned American military command for Africa. In a statement issued late 
Tuesday at the close of a two-day conference of West African military heads, 
the group said the plan "had not been fully understood" by African countries 
and called for "further sensitization by the United States authorities at the 
highest political level." The U.S. Defence Department created a unified U.S. 
military command for the continent last month. Africom, as the command is 
called, consolidates operations that had been split between three other 
regional commands, none of which had Africa as a primary interest. An 
Africom spokesman said the U.S. government has had a series of 
consultations and discussions with African countries as it prepared for the 
reorganization  
 

International Clips on West Africa 

Government Asked to Apologize to Sexually Abused  
Rachel Horner and Danny Glenwright  

Freetown, Nov 06, 2007 (Concord Times/All Africa Global Media via COMTEX) -- Bintu 
Kondowah's sister was raped by rebels during the 11-year civil war. Ever since, she's been 
too ashamed to return to her village and visit her family. Kondowah thinks her sister would 
be relieved if the government came out to acknowledge, and apologize for, the horrible 
sexual crimes that occurred in Sierra Leone over the last 15 years. "My sister would be 
happy if the government apologized officially to victims," she said. "  

Local Media – Newspaper      

UNMIL Thrashes speculations that its Helicopter might have been Shot   
(The News, New Democrat and The Informer) 

• The United Nations Mission in Liberia in a statement issued on Tuesday discounted 
speculations in some international news agencies that its cargo helicopter which 
crashed near Ganta in northern Liberia last Friday might have been hit by gunfire. The 
Mission said that an extensive probe on the cause is continuing and that it was too 
early to speculate.  
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UN Launches appeal to meet urgent humanitarian needs for Liberia 
(Heritage, The Informer, The News and National Chronicle) 

• The United Nations and its partners in Liberia on Tuesday launched the 
mid-year review of the 2007 Common Humanitarian Action Plan aimed 
at raising US$64million for urgent strategic humanitarian priorities in 
Liberia. "Despite some improvements in political, security and the 
socio-economic conditions of Liberians, humanitarian needs do still 
remain," said Mr. Jordan Ryan, the UN Humanitarian Coordinator for 
Liberia and Deputy Special Representative of the Secretary-General. 
The appeal covers  

     water and sanitation, health and agriculture. 
 

Local Media – Radio Veritas (News monitored today at 9:45 am)  

UNMIL Dismisses Russian “NOVOSTI” Report on Helicopter Crash 
 (Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM) 

 
West African Military Chiefs Express Confidence in Peace in the Region 

• During a courtesy call on President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf following their meeting in 
Monrovia, the Military Chiefs of West African States expressed confidence in the 
general restoration of peace in the sub-region in that the countries which experienced 
conflicts have become stable. 

• Burkina Faso’s General Alie Touray who spoke for the soldiers said that  
the West African Military Chiefs agreed to setup a stand-by military force of up to 
2,700 troops for the region by 2010. 
They congratulated President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf for receiving the highest American 
honor for freedom award from President George Bush. 

• For her part, President Sirleaf said that true security in the region fully depended on 
addressing the needs of the people, but promised that 
Liberia’s territory will not be used to destabilize West Africa. 

  (Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM) 
 
Senator Criticizes Government’s Anti-Corruption Bill 

• Speaking to Radio Veritas yesterday, Grand Cape County Senator Abel Massallay said 
that the anti-corruption bill President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf submitted to the National 
Legislature for approval was selective in that it omitted the regimes of Presidents 
William V.S. Tubman and William R. Tolbert. The bill seeks to deal with corruption 
from President Samuel K. Doe through the Charles Gyude Bryant’s Transitional 
governments; something the Senator thought was unfair and capable of promoting 
disunity in the Country. 

(Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM) 
 
Bong Legislative Caucus Abhors Police Brutality against House Speaker 

• According to a release, the Bong County Legislative Caucus has condemned the 
alleged assault on Deputy House Speaker Togba Mulbah by security officers at a 
checkpoint in Kakata, Matrgibi County.  

• The Caucus’ Acting Chairman, Representative Samuel Bondo said it was regrettable 
that security officers who should protect senior members of the National Legislature 
rather choose to assault them. 

(Also reported on ELBS, Star Radio, SKY FM and Truth FM) 
 
 
Complete versions of the UNMIL International Press Clips, UNMIL Daily Liberian Radio Summary and 
UNMIL Liberian Newspapers Summary are posted each day on the UNMIL Bulletin Board. If you are 
unable to access the UNMIL Bulletin Board or would like further information on the content of the 
summaries, please contact Mr. Weah Karpeh at karpeh@un.org. 
 

mailto:karpeh@un.org
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The Analyst (Monrovia) 
7 November 2007  
 
UNMIL Identifies Helicopter Crash Victims   

It is now clear that the three crew members who lost their lives in the fatal UNMIL helicopter 
crash are all Russians, the United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) with whom they worked 
prior to their demise confirmed yesterday.  

Late Friday afternoon, UNMIL helicopter navigating logistics to various outstations in Nimba, 
came down crashed minutes after takeoff in the forest of Ganta, Nimba County. Though, the 
cause of the crash has not yet been established, observers are claiming engine failure.  

Since the crash, UNMIL has been endeavoring behind the scene to come up with a genuine 
picture relative to names and nationalities of three crew members.  

In a statement issued yesterday indicating the identification of the dead three crew members, the 
multi-national force of about 14, 000 strongmen and women said:  

"It is with profound sadness that it wishes to confirm the official identification of the three crew 
members who perished in the cargo helicopter crash that occurred on Friday, 2nd November 
2007, near Ganta, Nimba County, in north-eastern Liberia."  

UNMIL named the three, all of Russian nationality as the pilot in Command, Vitali Drozdov (age: 
42); Co-Pilot, Sergey Kolosov (age: 53 years); and Flight Engineer, Nikolai Zhorikov (age: 58).  

According to the statement, the force has already officially informed the next-of-kin of the 
deceased, but fell short of saying in which countries they are.  

In the wake of the unfortunate situation that befell the force at the time it is trying to reduce its 
strength in the country, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General, Alan Doss, and the 
leadership of the mission - on behalf of the United Nations - extend their heartfelt sympathies and 
condolences to the bereaved families and friends of the three men.  

The United Nations says it recognizes and appreciates the valuable contribution made to the work 
of UNMIL, by these three men, who have made the ultimate sacrifice. Meanwhile, an extensive 
investigation has been launched in an effort to determine the causes of the crash.  

 
 


